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Holiday Worship Schedule
Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24
5:00, 6:31 and 7:30 p.m.

ONE SERVICE
Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25
9:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

New Year's Eve
Saturday, December 31
6:30 p.m.
New Year's Day
Sunday, January 1
9:30 a.m. (Sanctuary) & 9:31 a.m. (Gym)

Poinsettia Donations
We have ordered seventy small (6
in.) poinsettias ($10) and twenty large
(8 in.) poinsettias ($20) to adorn our
worship areas throughout the Advent
season and on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. If you are interested in
donating a plant(s) which may be taken
home with you after the Christmas
Day service, please contact James
Welch at 713.229.2969 or jwelch@trinitydt.org with the number you would like
to purchase, the size, and the dedication you would like printed in the Christmas
Eve and Day service folders. There is no limit on the number of poinsettias you
can order. Deadline to order poinsettias and have dedication included in the
Worship Folder is December 14.

Christmas for the Homeless
Trinity's annual Christmas Dinner
Party for the Homeless will be held
on Sunday, December 11 at 12:30
p.m. in the multipurpose room of the
Education Center. To volunteer and/
or donate food, go online at http://
trinitydt.onthecity.org/groups/6419/
events/648561 or contact Penny
Mickel at pennymickel@att.net or
713.825.4562.
$10 Vouchers for use at the Salvation Army will be given out at the party. To
donate vouchers go to trinitydt.org, place in Sunday offering envelope (marked
SA Voucher), or go to the church office. Deadline to donate is December 10.
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"A Christmas Story" Bible Study
Director Bob Clark's charming, touching, and very funny adaptation of humorist Jean
Shepherd's nostalgic, autobiographical Yuletide novel, In God We Trust, All Others Pay
Cash, is considered by many to be essential holiday family viewing. Narrated by a man
(Shepherd) recalling his childhood, the film A Christmas Story looks back at the compulsive
efforts of 7-year-old Ralphie (Peter Billingsley) as he tries every means possible to acquire
his dream Christmas gift--a Daisy-brand Red Ryder repeating BB carbine with a compass
mounted in the stock. Problem is, he lives in a Norman Rockwell-esque Midwestern town
in the 1940s, where his parents, teachers, and even Santa Claus all warn Ralphie that "he'll
shoot his eye out." Episodic in nature and seen entirely through the eyes of a child, the film
offers a wonderful look at the day-to-day eccentricities that grew out of this conservative
period. More interestingly, it cleverly captures childhood urgency, where even the most
trivial fantasies or objects become immediate life-or-death necessities. Join Pastor Dorn
for his annual Christmas Bible Study featuring the movie "A Christmas Story" beginning
on Sunday, November 27 at 9:30 in Room 123. The class will put a different twist on your
preparation for the birth of Jesus this year.

Congregational Assembly – Results
Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples. 1 Chronicles 16:8
At the November 13th Congregational Assembly, with a theme of ‘Thanksgiving Joy,”
numerous expressions of blessings from God were shared and celebrated. The meeting was
well attended with 130 voters present. Prior to the start of the meeting, members and guests
were able to share an abundance of food and fellowship in the Trinity Lutheran Education
Center Multi-purpose Room. Over 70 types of scrumptious salads, heartwarming vegetables
and delicious desserts along with Honey Baked Ham made for a feast for all to enjoy! Many
Bill Gebhardt
Charles Volek
thanks to all who brought a dish to share.
The voters were once again very complimentary of the use of the "clickers" (digital polling
devices) which significantly shortened the decision making process. Results were displayed to
the assembly almost immediately after a vote was taken.
After a brief instruction on how to use the clickers, voters elected Bill Gebhardt and
Charles Volek as Elders. The voters also elected Michelle Vanderwater and Dag Calafell to
Dag Calafell
Michelle Vanderwater
the non-elder positions. The 2012 spending plan was approved.
The congregation also elected the 2012 Nominating Committee. Those elected were Mark Anderson, Phyllis
Brockermeyer, Nelson Schmidt, Delynda Cruz and Tim Grady. Alternates elected were Montie Callager and Ruanne
Kuhlmann.
Appreciation was also expressed to all of the members who allowed their names to stand as candidates for the elected
positions. It is such a blessing to have so many willing capable servants at Trinity.

Ladies Circle Ministries - December 1
The Christmas gathering of the Ladies Circle will be held in Room 234 and the Chapel at 10 a.m.
on Thursday, December 1.
Christmas music will be presented by the Trinity Singers under the direction of Jason Mangels,
Director of Music and Worship. A covered dish salad luncheon honoring October, November and
December birthdays will be served at noon.
Members are encouraged to bring to the meeting new toys or games for children from infants
to 12 years of age, or gift cards for Target or WalMart. Gift wrapping supplies are also needed. These gifts will help the
missionaries serving through the Lutheran Inter-City Network Coalition (LINC)-Houston “Toys for Joy” program to help
develop relationships and share the Gospel with people in their areas.
Members and guests are invited to participate in this gathering for inspiration, fellowship, and good food.
For additional information, please contact Linda Banes, president, at 281.450.1517.
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HUG2 Capital Loan FAQs
Trinity recently completed its permanent financing for the construction of its Education Center through a 30-year
adjustable rate loan from the Texas District Church Extension Fund (“CEF”). The current loan rate, fixed for three years,
is 4.00%. The final amount financed was $5.6 million. Trinity was able to apply $400,000 of its HUG2 funds as an initial
principal repayment, dropping the balance to $5.2 million and resulting in a minimum monthly payment of $24,826.
Why did we only apply $400,000 of our HUG2 funds to the loan?
The most important step in managing our capital funds is to ensure Trinity is always able to meet the minimum
monthly payment and does not jeopardize its loan status. For that reason, the capital stewardship committee advised
reserving funds equal to nine months of payments to “smooth out” the valleys in HUG2 donations without having to
borrow from the Trinity annual operating funds. Also, there were loan settlement fees due, as well as a small amount still
due to the contractor for work on the porte-cochere. Trinity paid off the approximately $180,000 remaining balance from
the 1996 building loan that incurred a higher interest rate, leaving the congregation with a single note to repay.
How much will this loan cost in total?
The graph on the right illustrates several potential scenarios in repaying the note.
If Trinity pays the minimum payment each month on the $5.2 million remaining
balance, it will pay $3.7 million in interest over the 30 year term. Note that this
does not take into account any future interest changes on the note after the first three
years. However, Trinity’s HUG2 receipts have averaged over $40,000 per month
during the first six months of the campaign. If this level of giving continues into
the future, and Trinity applied this amount to the loan each month, the note would
be paid off in 14 years and 3 months, with the total interest paid falling to $1.6
million. The $2.1 million saved using this strategy can be used in future campaigns
to expand His Kingdom even further and to serve the needs of our congregation and
the community. Prompt repayment also provides the resources for CEF to lend funds
to other congregations and missions. Finally, early payoff reduces the exposure to future interest rate increases.

Are there any other opportunities to reduce the interest associated with this loan?
The CEF strongly encourages a partnership between the borrowing ministries and the investing members and
congregations providing the funds. Its loan adjustment program offers Trinity the opportunity to reduce the effective
interest it pays by sending a rebate to the Congregation each month based upon the ratio of the level of investments in CEF
to the remaining loan balance. These investments are made both by our members and by the Church itself in investing
excess funds such as the reserve fund above.
100 % *
1% annual cash rebate on loan balance
>75%
0.75% cash rebate
>50%
0.50% cash rebate
35% - 50%
No rebate. Borrower pays the current rate of 4.00%
28% - 35%
Grace Range. Borrower continues to pay current rate.
>17.5%
+1% added to current rate.
0 – 17.5%
+2% added to current rate.

* The 100% ratio would reflect that the investments from Trinity Lutheran Church members and the congregation’s
funds total $5.2 million, equal to the remaining balance of the loan. Currently, our ratio is 46%, just below the level needed
to start receiving interest rebates. The actual required investment will be reduced as the loan principal is reduced.
If Trinity members increase their investment in the CEF to reach the 100% ratio, Trinity could apply the monthly
interest rebate as an extra payment on the loan. Doing so would pay off the loan five years earlier and save almost
$762,000.
To find out how to invest in the CEF and the various account types, please visit the Texas District website at http://
www.texascef.org. More detailed information will be presented in next month’s Trinity Today or you may contact Wes
Krueger, Trinity’s CEF liaison.
These scenarios are not exclusive. The congregation could aggressively pay down this debt by combining the
strategies as illustrated in the final bar on the graph above. In practice, the result is likely to be some combination of these
plus special bequests and could switch from time to time. The good news is that Trinity has the flexibility to steward its
resources as needed since there is no prepayment penalty.
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New Members Received November 20

Ann
Adams

Craig
Chancellor

Renata
Chancellor

Iva
Coon

John
Coon

Lyn
Easley

Lupe
Garcia

Nancy
Garcia

James & Tracy
Geary

Jonathan
Haby

James
Hahn

Antoinette
Hernandez

Bernadette
Hernandez-Haby

Deborah
Jauregui

Raquel
King-Boutee

Kyra
Koneman

Sherri
Koneman

Krystle
Marcis

Andrew
Marcus

Rachel
Marcus

Maura
Moehlmann

Robbie
Moehlmann

Michelle
Moss

Melissa
Myers

Angela
Rinnan

Robert
Rinnan

Emily
Speller

Steven
Warburton

Amber
White

Craig
Winkler

Cynthia
Zamora

New Member not pictured:
Larry Davis
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For Unto Us a Child is Born
"For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder:
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace." Isaiah 9:6 (KJV)
I used the KJV because it will always be in my heart and mind - this verse was my speaking part in the
TLS Children's Christmas Program when I was in 1st grade! When our "newer" versions are read, the "old"
still comes to my mind. What a comfort this verse is to me!
Let us never forget to thank our Heavenly Father for His greatest gift to us (not only during this
Christmas season, but DAILY) for His greatest gift to us, His Son, Jesus Christ. May your Christmas be
filled with wonderful spiritual blessings! May the peace and love of Jesus Christ be with you as you and
your family celebrate His birth. He came to "cast out our sin and enter in." May He enter our hearts anew
this Christmas and may it be Christmas in our hearts all year long!
I would also like to to take this opportunity to thank our dear members and staff of TLC, the staff,
families, parents, and children of our Trinity Lutheran School (Infants thru 8th grade) for your prayers,
encouraging words, thoughts, visits, cards, telephone calls, meals and loving Christian care! My husband
Wil and I deeply appreciate all you have done for us and we thank our Lord for providing us with the
blessing of people like all of you! He is a GREAT and LOVING God!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse

Advent Devotions from Lutheran
Hour Ministries
God's unfailing love at Christmas is a
source of strength in all seasons. But what if
you're picking up the pieces from a disaster
that wiped out everything-or you can't find
work-or your marriage is on the rocks-or
you've lost a loved one?
Wouldn't it be great if you could find
again the joy and peace that Christmas is
all about? In Transforming This Christmas,
Lutheran Hour Ministries' Theological
Writer/Editor, Pastor Wayne Palmer shows
how God can raise you above it all as He
transforms this Christmas for you.
In Transforming This Christmas you
will find that every year we hope this will be
a Christmas to remember- a time of true joy
and peace. But how can it be if you're picking
up the pieces from a hurricane, tornado, fire
or drought- if you're still unemployed after
months or years of searching- if your marriage is disintegrating- if you're living
with constant health problems- if you lost a dear loved one this year?

Wouldn't it be wonderful if this Christmas we could rise above the
turmoil in our lives? Wouldn't it be great if you could really find joy and
peace despite all the burdens you carry and the mad, hectic preparations
for Christmas? Join us for our Christmas devotions and watch God raise
you above it all as He transforms this Christmas for you.
Advent devotion books are available in the Foyer, Narthex, and Gym.
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Trinity Archives
Trinity's archives has received
recent donations of Trinity school
wear, Trinity souvenir cups,
photographs, German books, service
folders, directories and other varied
memorabilia. We thank Dolores
Auffarber, Lucile Finn, Lorraine
McKinney, Polly Mohnke, Lucile
Nerger, and Janis Taube.
All
donations are greatly appreciated and
valued. Thanks to Lionel Jellins for
taking photos of staff members for
the archives collection and donating
the prints.
A reminder: Trinity members
with private collections are invited
to display them in the foyer cabinet.
Contact Ruth Stoerkel to arrange for
your display in 2012.

Trunks and Treats - Over 2,400 Attend

The Revival of the Bazaar
The Bazaar has been revived, so there is no need to bury those
items you may have previously set aside for the sale!
On Sunday, December 4th, Ladies Circle Ministries
will be hosting a mini version of the annual craft and
bake sale in Room 124 from 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. We
are collecting baked goods and new, homemade or
gently used holiday gift and decor items. All the
proceeds from the sale will go toward various
ministries and missions. Last year, we were
able to raise over $1,200, which was distributed
among several organizations including LINC, LSS, Houston Lutherans For
Life, the Harms-Behnken Fund for Kyrgyzstan, Trinity Lutheran School and
Church projects and Lutheran Braille Workers.
Non-perishable items can be left anytime between now and Sunday morning,
December 4th, under the foyer stairwell. Please mark the items "Bazaar." Baked/
perishable items can be brought to Room 124 the day of the Bazaar. Monetary
donations will also be accepted. If you have any questions, please contact Lynn
Bedner at 713.292.6327 or raylynn80@hotmail.com.
Thank you so much for your generous support and we look forward to
seeing you on the 4th!

Car Care December 10
The Car Care Ministry team will
be providing car maintenance and
washes on Saturday, December 10h,
from 8:30 - 11:00 a.m.
In order to better serve you and
cut down on the waiting time, we are
asking that everyone call the church
office for an appointment. Those
with appointments will receive high
priority.
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
I’ve been writing about healthy marriages for the past few months. Let’s take some
time to talk about what goes into a healthy marriage. Just how does one find someone
to love for a lifetime? How do two single people find each other and know they are
right for one another?
Jesus gives us a new command in John, chapter 13. He says, “A new commandment
I give to you, that you love one another just as I have loved you, you also are to love
one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for
one another.” [Verses 34-35; ESV]
God’s design for us is to live in relationship to Him experiencing His love through
our Lord Jesus Christ and sharing that love with each other. In our singleness, there
is often a compelling drive to connect and relate to someone on a deep, intimate level.
How do you know that this is the one to go to a deep level in life with?
Dr. John Van Epp, Ph. D., has a model for finding that special someone called the
“No Jerks” model; HOW TO AVOID MARRYING A JERK(ETTE)TM. You can go to
www.nojerks.com to check out his website or to order his materials.
Dr. Van Epp developed his R.A.M.TM [The RELATIONSHIP ATTACHMENT MODELTM] that focuses on 5 elements
that go into developing a healthy, deep relationship that is mutually beneficial to the two in that relationship. They are:
KNOW		
TRUST		
RELY
COMMIT
TOUCH
That over time and slowly taking the time,
99 each will learn the other’s family background;
99 values, beliefs and conscience;
99 experience each other’s relationship skills (communicating, coping, decision making, and celebrating life);
99 and know on a growing basis each other’s relationship patterns;
99 especially whether one can be relied on and counted on to be there for the long haul and not just for some short
term pleasure.
Think of KNOW—TRUST—RELY—COMMIT—TOUCH as barometers of how deeply your relationship is growing
and developing. It goes something like this: The more you know about the other person over time, the more you learn
that you can truly trust this person’s genuineness and sincerity because you have learned that person’s character; the more
you trust, the more you come to rely on this person and integrate this person into your life. Over time, because of the
consistency demonstrated by the other you begin to commit your heart to that person and once the two of you join to each
other in the complete and unlimited commitment of marriage, you let your touching express your love and commitment to
one another, expressing the one-flesh union of your marriage.
Over time, you have consistently worshiped our Lord Jesus Christ together and pray with each other and for each
other. Over time, you have developed deep friendship and have become best friends to one another. Over time, you have
learned to hear each other’s hearts because you’ve learned to be great listeners, hearing one another.
Dr. Van Epp tells us that the last ingredient of a great love relationship to be added is physical touch after marriage
because of how powerful it is to skew things in a relationship. When physical touch comes into the relationship too fast,
it stops the learning and growing together. Instead of going deeper in learning each other’s heart and mind, your times
together have the pressure of consummating your physical touch. In a sense, your brains have disengaged as your bodies
engaged and the probability that you are about to marry a jerk(ette) goes up astronomically.
So take the time, at least 2 to 4 years, to learn each other and know each other so you can trust and rely on each other,
knowing that this is the one right for you to commit to and touch in marriage! The experts all agree! There’s no substitute
for time and no way to short cut time (you only shortchange yourself when you shortcut time).
May the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ lead and guide us in all areas of life especially in the choice of a life partner
and mate in a healthy, growing marriage!

Save The Date!
Our next Marriage First Retreat will be October 12-13-14, 2012 with the theme: “Happiness And Hope!”
Our Scripture Text is 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10; ESV.
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Growing in Christ - Parents and Twos

Sunday School classes offer an opportunity for children to learn about Jesus in a special way.
For two year olds and their parents, Sunday School is the one time when parents get to learn right
along with their children. It’s the one year in your child’s life where you get to walk alongside and
learn with him or her how to talk about Jesus, how to see Jesus and how to live in His love.
Each Sunday we start
with Center time, playing
in the rice or water table,
exploring the kitchen center, smooshing
playdough, or discovering items from the
world around us. Each week’s theme is
played out in the various centers. In the
fall we take a look at how God made the
world – me and all creation. In the winter
we walk step by step with Jesus through his birth and early ministry. In the
spring we hear how Jesus died for our sins and rose again. Jesus is alive! He
helps us to “Go and Tell” the good news. Throughout the summer, we explore
the people that God has given to help us learn about Him.
Parents help the children explore the
centers, guide them in their learning and
hear God’s word as an encouragement
for their role as caregiver and nurturer of
the Faith.
Chippy the Chipmunk leads families
to Jesus with stories and songs as he
makes Jesus’ love real to them with hugs
and kisses.
After a quick snack time, the class
concludes by saying our Bible Words.
We put a Bible sticker on the heart,
because we want God’s word to stick in
our hearts. (Hands and shirts get stickers,
too!) Hearing two year olds speak their
first “God saw that it was good” is a
delight!
God bless you as you and your family grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

PEP Club Christmas Caroling Party
Pep Club--It's that time of the year to warm up your voices for our annual
caroling for the homebound of our congregation. Please save Sunday, December
18, for an opportunity to brighten the day of our members who are unable
to attend church. We will meet at the church at 3:00 p.m., and depart to the
individual's homes at 3:30 p.m.

We will return to the church for a potluck meal to be held in the Multipurpose Room of the Education Center. Help us make a joyful noise unto
the Lord, and our shut-ins.
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Trinity Adult Studies for December
Pastor Dorn's Annual Advent Movie - "A Christmas Story" • Pastor Dorn • Room 123 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m.
Join Pastor Dorn for his annual Christmas Bible Study featuring the movie A Christmas Story beginning on Sunday,
November 27 at 9:30 in Room 123. The class will put a different twist on your preparation for the birth of Jesus this year.
Light and Healthy - First Place 4 Health • Cindy Struckmann • Room 206 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (11/13 - 12/18)
“Lead us not into temptation…” but sometimes it seems like temptation is all the holiday season is about. We’re tempted
to spend too much money, eat too much rich and spicy food, make promises to our family and friends and even to
ourselves that we really can’t keep. This First Place 4 Health Bible study, Light and Healthy Holidays, provides staying
power during the tempting holiday season and encouragement to reflect on the true reason for the holidays.
This group holds one another in prayer and offers motivation, information, celebration and inspiration to help each other
live healthy lives spiritually and physically. Come join the fun!
A Life of Giving Thanks • Jim Cleary • Room 211 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (11/20 - 12/11)
What can I give Him, poor that I am? If I were a shepherd I’d bring a lamb. If I were a wise man, I’d do my part. What can I
give Him? Give Him my heart, and what finer gift to offer this Advent season than a grateful heart. This study brings us
closer to blessings of thankfulness, contentment, and simplicity – all blessings we deeply desire, especially this time of
year.
Jim will lead a special Christmas study on December 18.
Everybody's Normal Till You Get to Know Them • Phyllis Brockermeyer • Room 232 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (ongoing)
The holidays are a great time, but we are often stressed by our families, friends and coworkers – just the people that we
love the most. If you want stronger relationships with your family and friends, your co-workers, God, come join this study.
Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them is an upbeat study about relationships – their joys, their faults, and the
great grace and mercy we all need and receive from God. This is a lively, interactive class.
The Book of Acts • Dave Weinhold • Room 205 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (ongoing)
The Good News is for everyone. Jesus says “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the
end of the earth” and to downtown Houston too. The 205 Class is studying the book of Acts where the author continues
the story of Jesus’ work in and through His disciples. It records the first-century progress of God’s mission to reach the
ends of the earth with the promise of forgiveness and everlasting life in Christ, and it compels us to continue that mission
today.
Parenting: Blessings and Challenges • Pat Cleary & Christina Putman • Room 214 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (11/13 - 12/18)
We get our dreamy fantasies about the holidays from Norman Rockwell. We get our realities from, well, our own families.
As the holidays happen, our Parenting class will explore how to be a Thankful Family and how to have a true Family
Christmas. This study is hosted by Trinity’s ROCK group – Raising Our Christian Kids.
We Three Kings • Bill Fischer • Chapel • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (ongoing)
Saul, David, and Solomon – three of the strongest kings in all history. God loved them and led them, just as He loves us
and leads us today. To find out more about these incredible Old Testament kings, join the Chapel Class
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study • Audrey Black • Room 124 • 10:00 a.m. (ongoing)
“For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6
There are no more famous words than these from the prophet Isaiah as he announces the coming of the Messiah. The
study of Isaiah is a rich and inspiring study you really won’t want to miss.
Bible Breakfast - Advent Blessings • Suzanne Kurth • Wednesday • 8:00 a.m. • Room 232 (11/30 - 12/14)
Advent is a blessed time of preparation, and this Bible study group is going to focus on preparing our hearts through
study, prayer and fellowship for the coming of the King.
Wednesday Women's Fall Study, The Gospel of Mark • Mary Oliver • Room 205 • 6:30 p.m.
This group is breaking for Advent and Christmas and will begin again January 11. Ladies, begin praying now about joining
this group in January. It’s really a wonderful study group.
Sonrise Bible Study - Pastor Black • Library • Thursday • 6:30 a.m. (ongoing)
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it! The Sonrise Bible Study group meets to study the
Scripture readings for the coming Sunday. All are invited to begin the day with open Bibles. There is no better way to
begin your day than with a study of His Word with strong Christian friends.
Bibles Classes will not meet on Christmas Day and New Year's Day.
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Mardi Gras Masquerade - Sponsors Needed
Trinity Lutheran School is part of an educational and discipling revolution.
Trinity is committed to educating DISCIPLES to grow His Kingdom. Why?
Because it is the great command and our responsibility as a Christian school in the
heart of the 4th largest city in America.
To properly educate a discipling generation, we must enable each student to
think outside the box, push the boundaries, and change a culture of people just
going to church instead of each person BEING the church. Without improvement
and innovation each generation’s excitement, motivation, and momentum subside.
When that happens, the movement stalls and eventually dies. The growth of
Christianity has stalled. We cannot let it die. So what does Trinity need to do?
Trinity needs to raise money to accomplish the following goals:
• Empower our teachers to use their judgment and experience to tailor and improve their lessons and classrooms
each year. Provide each class (infant through 8th grade) with a spending resource of $500 every year.
• Enrich our students’ lives and broaden their perspectives by providing more culture and fine art experiences.
Create a monetary resource for the music, drama, art, and Spanish programs.
• Establish a missional culture by making and maintaining connections with a foreign church or community in need.
Start a foreign language pen pal program in the younger grades that could culminate in a mission trip by the 8th
Grade.
• Engage each student with progressive and reliable technology that allows them to research and share numerous
resources while protecting them from threats that may come from this free exchange. Maintain, increase and
upgrade computers, software, Smart Boards and other technological needs.
• Enable our school and extended care programs to instill confidence and comfort in the families that are enrolled and
to spark curiosity in those who pass our campus each and every day. Improve the playground areas, communication
devices inside and outside the buildings, and other pre-school, after school, and summer programs.
OK, so what’s the plan to reach these goals? THROW A PARTY! A Mardi Gras Masquerade gala party on
March 30, 2012. We need individual and corporate sponsors who are willing to help defray the costs involved. We need
donations (trips, electronics, gift certificates, tickets to entertainment or sporting events, jewelry sets, etc.) which will be
auctioned to raise funds to reach our goals. Finally, we need your presence and your prayers. If you are interested in being
a sponsor, donor, volunteer, or would like more information, please email Christina Putman at cputman@trinitydt.org.
Below are the sponsorship levels (tickets anticipated to be $100 per person) and we hope you will consider sponsoring this
fun fundraising event. Thank you and God Bless!
Sponsorship Levels
$10,000 - French Quarter
Honorary table for 10 with party favors. Transportation to and from Gala. Recognition on all materials,
website, invitations, flyers, posters, and programs. Corporate vendor/information table at gala. Opportunity to
address the crowd during live auction. Banner acknowledgement at the event.
$5,000 – Garden District
Honorary table for 10. Recognition at live auction and printed recognition on website, posters, and programs.
Banner acknowledgement at the event.
$2,500 – Jackson Square
Honorary table for 10. Recognition at live auction and printed recognition on website, posters, and programs.
$1,000 – Metairie
Five tickets to the gala with reserved seating. Recognition on website, posters and in program materials.

From Stephen Ministry –
Tis the season to be jolly! And jolly it will be as Trinity Stephen ministers gather December 6 for our annual Christmas
party, but the Christmas season isn’t always a joyful one, especially if you’re grieving a loss or dealing with other kinds of
change. Stephen Ministry can help. Please contact Pastor Leeland at dleeland@trinitydt.org or Suzanne Kurth at skurth@
trinitydt.org, or talk with any Trinity Stephen Minister if you’d like a little help during a difficult time.
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Christmas and the Crisis of Childbirth by Joan Haugk, reprinted by permission
A crisis is one of life’s turning points. Though the critical point of decision or experience may itself be small, it
frequently bears lifelong consequences. The English word “crisis” is translated by the Chinese with two letter characters:
one means “danger,” the other “opportunity.” Every life crisis holds within it potential for both serious harm and significant
growth. Thus, a crisis could be described as a pregnant time—full of meaning and mystery and potential.
Pregnancy, giving birth, and becoming a family are times of crisis. Parents, especially mothers, face very real dangers
at this time. But God also grants them special gifts and opportunities. Because childbirth is one of the most critical and
deeply moving experiences of life, it offers a special experience of the presence of God.
The mystery of a life being created, nurtured, and brought forth is as awesome each time it occurs as the thought of
Jesus the divine becoming human through Mary. Our own experience of becoming a family gives us a shared history with
the Holy Family, one that allows us to journey into the world of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and to see what she might have
experienced. Like other mothers, Mary must have wondered, “How can this be?” The news of pregnancy also conveys a
sense of awe and carries with it feelings of disbelief: How can one person be carrying another? How can one be eating for
two? Small wonder that Mary and countless mothers like her feel compelled to sing, “My soul doth magnify the Lord!”
Mary was “great with child.” She felt a sense of fullness. Perhaps she enjoyed the specialness of pregnancy. As the
discomforts of pregnancy increased, she grew in her understanding of living sacrificially. No longer was she able to think
only of herself in what she did or ate. In a real sense, she was giving up parts of herself for another person. Mary felt a sense
of aloneness. There were some real questions and uncertainties. Would Joseph be there for her? Would anyone understand
what she was experiencing? Would she be able to communicate her needs? One need was to visit her cousin Elizabeth.
Every woman in labor knows the terror of the possibility of being left alone. Perhaps, for the first time in her life, Mary
experienced what it means to need people who could be there for her. Although others could “watch and wait with her,”
her body alone would be involved in performing this birth.
Like other mothers, Mary felt a sense of changing and being changed. Physically and emotionally she experienced
sensations she had never experienced before. Would she ever be the same again? No, she would not. Pregnancy and birth
change things—forever. In the midst of these changes, Mary felt a sense of loss, a grieving for how life had been, for the
“self” she was before. Her firm breasts would now sag under the weight of breastfeeding. Her full belly would empty.
Maybe she would have to give up her own life for this child. And as the child grew, she would have to let go of him and
lose him. “And a sword shall pierce your own heart also . . .” How strange, that when we consider pregnancy it brings
us in touch not only with life but also with death!
It compels us to look hard at both ends of life, to come to grips with how narrow the margin between the first breath
and the last, between the darkness and the light. Last December, I held my father’s hand as he was laboring to die. I
realized that I had lived part of this experience before.
As he labored to let go of earthly life, I remembered how I, too, had once labored to give birth to new life. I, too, had
experienced a “rebirth” in giving birth to each of my daughters. Just as the pain of contractions gave way to the joy of the
first cry of new life, the pain of what it means to lose one’s life gives way to the joy of gaining it in Christ!
In the experience of childbirth, I have been given the privilege of tasting the mystery of the divine. In those moments
I thanked God for making me a woman. God has given me a chance to grow, to let go of and make peace with my past, to
live fully in the present, and to become more of who I am meant to be as a person.
During this Holy Season, may you, like Mary, give birth to the Christ within you, to reach out and be part of the
miracle and the mystery of Christmas. As you celebrate the Nativity and welcome the Child into your hearts and lives, so
welcome every child into your Christian community. Be there for new parents. Help with laundry, shopping, or providing
childcare. Help new parents sort out all their “normal crazy” thoughts and feelings associated with the crisis of childbirth
as you listen to them. Offer them the hope of growing and developing as people and parents.
A little Child led us to know ourselves and to be our best selves. That message is repeated powerfully with each new
child on earth. Christmas invites us to thank our children for the life which God has so miraculously given us through
them. Christmas invites us to thank the Holy Child, whose birth and growth and life in love enables parents and children
to become holy families.
Christ, Light of Light, is born to us.
He is born in us, and therefore,
We also are born today!
–Thomas Merton
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The 39 Club
The 39 Club will meet in the foyer on Sunday, December 18,
following the 11 a.m. service. On this third Sunday of the month we
will proceed to the home of Pastor and Audrey Black for our annual
39 Club Christmas lunch. Those planning to attend should contact
Pastor or Audrey at either 713.782.6307 or 713.229.2917. We
look forward to enjoying food and fellowship at this event.
The 39 Club people are those who are single, 39 and over.
For more information, contact Jean Minsch at 281.550.4752.

Friendly Folks – December 7
Friendly Folks/Senior Citizens are invited to a morning of fun
and games, worship and food fellowship on Wednesday, December
7. We will gather together beginning at 9:30 a.m. in Room 124
for fellowship and games, attend the noon Advent worship service
with Holy Communion, and then proceed to Hickory Hollow for
a barbecue lunch. If you prefer, you are welcome to attend the
worship service and then join us for lunch. For more information or to register to
attend, please contact Rollin or Eldeen Cattau at 713.220.2950 or 713.682.3549.

Ministry Job Opening: Facilities Manager
Trinity Downtown announces recruitment for the position of Facilties
Manager. Interested applicants should summit their requests and comments to
the Director of Finace, Sue Holeman at sholeman@trinitydt.org by December
09, 2011 for consideration.
Major areas of responsibility include:
• Present the Church & School users with a welcoming & safe environment
through effective management and maintenance of custodial staff,
facilities, furnishings and grounds.
• Protection, coordination, and responsibility for the inventory, repair,
maintenance, operations and cleaning of the physical assets.
Qualifications include:
• Excellent organizational and interpersonal skills.
• Effective ability to supervise and train staff.
• Knowledge of plumbing, heating, refrigeration, air conditioning and
carpentry.
• Ability to analyze problems, trouble-shoot and identify alternative
solutions, project consequences of proposed actions and implement
recommendations.
• Ability to identify and respond to emergencies and issues that need
correcting.
• Experience drafting budgets, developing and implementing policies
and practices, and strong vendor and contract management skills.
• Proficient in computer applications such as Microsoft Word, Excel,
PowerPoint and Outlook as well as general office procedures and
equipment with ability to analyze databases and develop electronic
reports.
• Experience required.
This is a full time, exempt position that will require working on Sunday
morning.

STAFF DIRECTORY
CHURCH
Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn............713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland..........713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black...........713.229.2917
Director of Mission & Discipleship
Pastor Aaron L. Lytle...............713.229.2903
Director of Ministries
Sylvia Schmidt.........................713.229.2962
Director of Music and Worship
Jason Mangels........................713.229.2937
Director of Finance
Sue Holeman..........................713.229.2956
Youth Minister
Ken Rodgers...........................713.229.2931
Bookkeeper
Barbie King..............................713.229.2963
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.......................713.229.2944
IT Support
Sean Bowen............................713.229.2954
Assistant to Director of Caring Ministries
Suzanne Kurth........................713.229.2922
Assistant to Director of Mission & Discipleship
Christina Putman.....................713.229.2905
Assistant to Director of Music and Worship
James Welch...........................713.229.2969
Host
Rollin Cattau............................713.229.2950
Hostess
Angela Avant...........................713.229.2950

SCHOOL/TLEC
Director of Educational Ministries
Amy Boatman..........................713.229.2949
TLS Secretary
Julie May.................................713.229.2901
Parish Nurse/TLS Nurse
Julie Bertrand..........................713.229.2928
Director of Early Childhood Program
Amy Drosche...........................713.229.2932
Director of Extended Care & Kids Camp
Jennifer Horn...........................713.229.2967

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!
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CHURCH REPORT
October 17 - November 13
BAPTISMS
October 23
Molly Jane Moehlmann, daughter of Robbie
and Maura Moehlmann

November 6
Isabella Rose Villarreal, daughter of Rudy
and Gloria Villarreal

November 13
Alec Joshua Boutte, son of Eric and Raquel
Boutte
TRANSFER IN
• Amanda Mullens from Mt. Calvary LCMS Houston, TX
TRANSFER OUT
• Gloria Morales to San Pedro LCMS Houston, TX
MARRIAGES
October 21
Erin Marie Duffy and Nicholas Antero Ludtke
November 12
Sarah Ann Castro and William Alan Nash, Jr.
REVENUE UPDATE

October 23
Maura Lee Moehlmann
October 30
Grace Noelle Dethlefsen, daughter of
Geoffrey and Mindy Dethlefsen

November 6
Michael Anthony Villarreal, son of Rudy and
Gloria Villarreal

Year to Date through 11/13/11
Total Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3,157,522
Budgetary Needs. . . . . . . . . . . .  $3,263,533
HUG2 UPDATE
Year to Date through 11/13/11
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,074,492
Pledged to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,931,544
SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
10/23
67
8
10/30
57
8
11/06
65
9
11/13
62
4

Adult
157
169
146
144

Total Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $260.47

November 13
Penelope Elizabeth Weeks, daughter of
Jason and Brynn Weeks
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
8:15 9:31 11:00 11:15 Online
10/23		301 247 194
72
36
10/30		310 215 146 102
28
11/06		307 298 240
69
32
11/13		239 189 221
94
23
		

December 2011
Trinity Lutheran Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

November 11
S M T W T F S

January 12
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

4

5

8:15 AM WORSHIP (C)
9:30 AM 8th Grade
Confirmation Class
9:30 AM Ladies Circle Bazaar
9:30 AM SS & Bible Classes
9:31 AM 931 WORSHIP
11:00 AM WORSHIP (C)
11:15 AM The Eleventh Hour
WORSHIP
4:00 PM Houston Lutheran
Chorale Christmas Concert

11

6

5:30 PM Trinity Staff
Basketball
7:00 PM Basketball
Fellowship Group
7:00 PM Mangels Huddle

12

8:15 AM WORSHIP
9:30 AM 8th Grade
Confirmation Class
9:30 AM SS & Bible Classes
9:31 AM 931 WORSHIP (C)
11:00 AM WORSHIP
11:15 AM The Eleventh Hour
WORSHIP (C)
12:30 PM Hearts for the
Homeless Christmas Lunch

18

5:30 PM Trinity Staff
Basketball
6:00 PM Board of Directors
7:00 PM Basketball
Fellowship Group
7:00 PM Mangels Huddle

19

8:15 AM WORSHIP (C)
9:30 AM 8th Grade
Confirmation Class
9:30 AM SS & Bible Classes
9:31 AM 931 WORSHIP
11:00 AM WORSHIP (C)
11:15 AM The Eleventh Hour
WORSHIP
12:00 PM 39 Club
3:00 PM PEP Club Christmas
Caroling

8:30 AM TLS Drills & Skills
Basketball
7:00 PM Mangels Huddle

10:00 AM Women's Bible
Study

13
10:00 AM Women's Bible
Study
12:00 PM Properties MAT
7:00 PM Women's Club
Christmas Party

20
8:30 AM TLS Drills & Skills
Basketball
12:00 PM Quilting Group

7
8:00 AM Bible Study
8:15 AM TLS - EC Chapel
8:30 AM Friendly Folks
8:50 AM TLS Chapel
10:00 AM WC Nursing Home
12:00 PM Advent Service
4:00 PM Student Huddles
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:30 PM Advent Meal
5:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Woodwind
Ensemble
6:30 PM Advent Service
6:30 PM IGNITE
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

14
8:00 AM Bible Study
8:15 AM TLS - EC Chapel
8:50 AM TLS Chapel
12:00 PM Advent Service
4:00 PM Student Huddles
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:30 PM Advent Meal
5:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Woodwind
Ensemble
6:30 PM Advent Service
6:30 PM IGNITE
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

21
8:00 AM Bible Study
8:30 AM TLS Drills & Skills
Basketball
10:00 AM LC Nursing Home
5:30 PM Woodwind
Ensemble
7:00 PM Pageant Rehearsal

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Meeting
6:00 PM 931 Band Rehearsal
6:20 PM Handbells

8
6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
5:00 PM Extended Care
Dance Recital
6:00 PM 931 Band Rehearsal
6:20 PM Handbells

15
6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
6:00 PM 931 Band Rehearsal
6:20 PM Handbells

22
6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
7:30 AM 931 Set-up
6:00 PM 931 Band Rehearsal
6:20 PM Handbells
6:30 PM Edwards/Crawford
Wedding Rehearsal
7:00 PM Pageant Dress
Rehearsal

Friday
2

Saturday
3

7:00 AM Middle School Bible
Study
5:30 PM Family Fun Night

9

8:00 AM Basketball
Fellowship Group
10:00 AM 931 Set-up

10

7:00 AM Middle School Bible
Study

16
7:00 AM Middle School Bible
Study
4:00 PM Jingle Bell Mingle

23
4:30 PM Edwards/Crawford
Wedding

8:00 AM Basketball
Fellowship Group
8:30 AM Car Care Ministry
10:00 AM 931 Set-up

17
8:00 AM Basketball
Fellowship Group
10:00 AM 931 Set-up

24
5:00 PM Christmas Eve
Service
6:31 PM 931 Christmas Eve
Service
7:30 PM Christmas Eve
Service

ALL OFFICES CLOSED

25

26

9:30 AM Christmas Day
Worship (C)

27
6:30 PM Sunday School
Teachers

ALL OFFICES CLOSED

28

29

30

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
6:00 PM 931 Band Rehearsal

31
6:30 PM New Year's Eve
Service (C)

ALL OFFICES CLOSED
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline DECEMBER 9TH for articles to be published
January 1, 2012. Submit articles to pr@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!
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