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Spring break is behind us and warmer weather reminds students, faculty, and staff that the end
of another school year is approaching. With the final marking period beginning, some students
will be motivated to work on improving their grades, which will have a positive impact on their
final grade. Others will need to fight “Senioritis” and “Spring Fever” so that they can end the
year on a high note. The light is at the end of the tunnel and we will all need to get there
together!
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A couple of weeks ago, the county superintendent approved our tentative budget so I
will be bringing the final budget for approval at our May 4th board of education meeting. Once
approved, we can fully begin to prepare for next year. Of course, we will then begin to work on
the 2017-18 school budget.
Finally, we had two additional days built into our district calendar in case we needed
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them for snow. Although we had a few close calls, we only needed one this year. At the May
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4th board of education meeting, I will be recommending that there is no school on Tuesday, May
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31st which will extend the Memorial Day vacation weekend. Once this is approved, I will send
out an email verifying this change in the calendar.
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Although the school year still has two months to go, the Office of Curriculum and Instruction is planning for upgrades to be
implemented in the 2016-2017 school year.
At the K-5 level, the district has budgeted for a conversion to the updated Everyday Mathematics curriculum. The new
version, some elements of which were piloted during the current school year, enhances our curricular alignment with the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) while increasing the digital component of the elementary math program!
At the secondary level, teachers in the middle and high school science departments have already begun exploring the Next
Generation Science Standards (NGSS) by attending workshops and collaborating with colleagues from other districts
across the state, in preparation for their upcoming work in revising the middle school science program and core high school
science courses. They will continue this work through the summer and implementation of the new curriculum will begin in
September 2016.
Additionally, if you have a child in grades K-8, please consider registering for the following opportunity.

2016 Preventing the Summer Slide
Did you know that children who do not read or do any learning activities over the summer can lose
as much as 2 months of academic achievement? This learning loss is called the “summer slide,”
and happens when children do not engage in educational activities during the summer months.
This family night will focus on activities you can do to engage your children academically while still
having time for everything else!
We will also share some information regarding summer programs and provide some tips for supporting your child through
the summer months. As in past years, we will have drawings for Barnes and Noble gift cards to help jump start your
summer reading!
This particular evening is recommended for adults only; however, information regarding the need for childcare can be found
at the bottom of the registration form.
Date: Thursday, May 12, 2016
Location: MacFarland Intermediate School Library
Time: 7:00 pm

Please use this link to register: http://goo.gl/forms/XR1JQ2Jaex

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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Bravo to Sweet Charity!
Congratulations to the cast and crew of Sweet Charity for their spectacular performance! Senior
Cynthia Reynolds led the cast as “Charity” showcasing her vocal, acting, and dance talents. Notable
performances were also given by Seniors Scott Price (Herman), Liam McCormick (Oscar Lindquist),
and Noelle Carr (Rosie). Sophomore Varun Andrews played the role of movie star Vittorio Vidal,
whose apartment is the location for the famous song “If My Friends Could See Me Now.” Vidal’s girlfriend Ursula March was played by junior Miranda Krause. Sweet Charity would not be complete without the additions
of the Fandango Dance Hall Hostesses, played by Abigayle Harnum, Alyssa Lintz, Daria Briggs, Morgan West, Ave
Corbitt, Erin Ryan, Isabella Mayo and Hannah Vliet.
The cast was led by Director Stacie Morano, choreographer, Rachel Tovar, costume coordination by Ms. Hansell, vocal
training by Ms. LaMarra, and band and orchestra direction by Mr. Montalto.
Another wonderful performance and bravo to the cast and crew!
Freshman Wins Prestigious Scholarship:
Bob Carr, chairman and CEO of Heartland Payment Systems founded the Give Something Back Foundation, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, whose mission is to provide mentors and scholarships that help Pell Grant-eligible
students go to college and graduate in four years debt free. In June 2015, the program expanded to New Jersey
partnering with Rowan University, The College of New Jersey, Montclair State University and Saint Peter’s University. In
early September, School Counselor Jodie Glenn nominated Tamara Bivens for this scholarship opportunity. Tamara
and her family attended information sessions and completed a variety of forms to complete the application
process. Staff members Wilma Mitchell-Carter and Jodi Dromboski completed letters of recommendation to support
her. In April, Tamara was informed that she had been selected as a Give Something Back Foundation scholarship
recipient and would be part of the Inaugural Class in New Jersey!
Tamara will be assigned a trained adult mentor in the 9th grade who will guide and support her. This program provides
her with a scholarship (tuition, room and board) to one of the partner schools in New Jersey for four years, allowing her
to complete a degree free of debt. Congratulations Tamara Bivens!!
Upcoming Musical Performances:
BRHS has several upcoming musical performance nights. On Wednesday, May 4th, the Vocal Music Department will
present an Evening of Solos and Small Ensembles. This is the final Solo Night for our seniors, many of whom have
participated in 7 previous solo concerts. Please join us as our award winning students present a varied program of
musical performances. The concert begins at 7:30 in the BPAC. Admission is $5.00. All proceeds benefit the Vocal
Music Department. On May 19, there will be an Instrumental Concert held at BRHS. Please come support our students
and enjoy an evening of music!
BRHS Students Compete in Robotics Competition:
BRHS students recently participated in the New Jersey Technology Student Association competition held at The
College of New Jersey. In preparation for the competition, students met weekly to prepare their entries, which focused
on robotics and design. BRHS students submitted a CO2 dragster design, website design, and a digital video on
cyberbullying. BRHS qualified for all of the competition entries submitted. Over 1300 students from all over the state
attended the competition, 14 from BRHS. Our team was led by seniors Raj Baskaran, Chase Teichmann, Saad Butt,
Jack Stewart, Jonathan Hanuschik, Kyle Jackson and Ian Rauenbuhler.

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Sam Tola, Principal
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Suhas Kanamarlapudi qualifies to compete in the New Jersey State Geography Bee

Eighth grade student Suhas Kanamarlapudi had qualified to compete in the New Jersey State
Geography Bee. Suhas was the winner of the 2015-2016 Bordentown Regional Middle School Geography
Bee held in December 2015. Our champion then completed a difficult qualifying exam and earned a score
placing him among the top 100 geography students in New Jersey. The Geography Bee is sponsored by the
National Geographic Society and is intended to promote geography education in the classroom and increase public
awareness about geography.
Rowan University hosted the state level Bee for New Jersey on Friday, April 1, 2016. The winners of the state-level
Bees will compete in the National Geographic Bee held in Washington, D.C. on Sunday, May 22, 2016.

7th/8th grade Battle of the Books team finishes strong in County Level Competition

Congratulations to our 7th/8th grade Battle of the Books Team for finishing in the top 25% at the county level
competition held on March 15, 2016. Our seventh and eighth grade students worked exceptionally hard this year, reading
from a list of fifteen books under the direction of Ms. Davis, our Librarian. Students will enjoy a Battle of the Books celebration
in May 2016. The following students participated on our Battle of the Books team: Suchir Mididoddi (Team Captain) - grade
7, Rishi Machanpalli - grade 7, Vasistha Andey - grade 8, Evelyn Gigy- grade 8, Riddhi Gupta – grade 8 and McKenzie Collins
(Team Secretary) - grade 8. Also, the above named team members are photographed from left to right.

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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MIS NEWS


The MIS Student Council is having an animal shelter fundraiser this month! Our students
and staff showed their love for all the animals. They donated a truck full of things!!!
o Dog food- dry and wet, dog treats, dog toys- rubber/plastic, dog waste bags, cat
food- dry and wet, cat toys- rubber/plastic, non-clumping cat litter, gently used or
new: blankets, comforters, throw rugs, pillow cases, sheets, washable place mats, and towels.

Students were encouraged to wear animal type clothing for the spirit count and may also wear a hat if they donate a
minimum of $1.00. They collected $240.00 which will be donated to the Burlington County SPCA. The BCSPCA is an
organization that is committed to protecting Burlington County's animals from cruelty and neglect. They are currently
working to raise money for a much needed event trailer. They will use the trailer to hold vaccine/chipping clinics, animal
abuse education programs, participate in field events, and many other things.



Spring Concert April 26th 7:00pm- Our spring concert features our 5th grade chorus, instrumental band both 4th
and 5th and orchestra 4th and 5th. MIS has very talented students and we look forward to celebrating them.



So many exciting filed trip on the horizon!
o Sayen Gardens 4th grade
o Fernbrook Farms 5th grade
o Marsville EPAT
o Liberty Lake –Field 4th and 5th grade
o Pennsbury Manor 4th grade

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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CBS Music News ~ Mrs. Shipman’s 3rd grade class was recently visited by Dr. Forsthoffer in celebration
of MIOSM (Music In Our Schools Month). The students were busy with their second lesson in recorders
and Dr. Forsthoffer was kind enough to join them and even played along with them while they learned Hot
Cross Buns. The class then had an opportunity to hear of Dr. Forsthoffer’s experiences in music throughout
his lifetime while he asked questions of some of the students who study piano and violin privately. It was a
great lesson for the students and fun for all.

April has been a great time of field trips. This month alone the third grade has gone to The Franklin Institute, first grade has
gone to the Please Touch Museum, second grade is going to the Academy of Natural Sciences and the kindergarten will
be going to the Discovery Museum. We want to publically acknowledge how grateful we are to have a partnership with the
Clara Barton School Parent-Teacher Organization. Our PTO sponsors all of our field trips and this year our students are
able to attend two field trips at no cost to families because the CBS PTO has worked hard to fundraise enough money to
offset these costs. This has come at the expensive of great effort expended by our PTO and families to meet these
fundraising goals and it is well appreciated by CBS students and staff!
One prize students have been enjoying from the CBS PTO Ticket Auction is the opportunity to be Principal for the Day! We
have had a great team of students who have stepped up and taken the lead on their day. Congratulations to Jayden
Berroa, Pierce Peters, Henry Tober, and Sierra Struck. These fine students rewarded staff and students alike for their
fabulous acts that show how they support the CBS Unity Words which embody our character education traits.
We are getting ready for the CBS PTO Ice Cream Social and Art Night on April 22. Hope to see you there!

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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Bringing Back Recess
On a recent afternoon when outside temperatures hovered in the mid 70’s, many teachers at PMES
remained indoors instructing students. The reason is not because they don’t enjoy or value recess
but rather because increased mandates from the state and federal government have caused them to
place an overarching emphasis on language arts and math instruction over play and other non-tested areas. There are
a finite number of hours and minutes in a school day, and curriculum must be
delivered. At the end of each day, this doesn’t leave much, if any, time for recess and
free play. Lack of recess is not something that goes unnoticed by staff, and as a
school community, Peter Muschal has decided to make a concerted effort to balance
work and play. In order to accomplish this goal, teachers are including regular recess
and creative play opportunities for students in addition to their lunch recess and
physical education periods. In addition to regularly scheduled recess, teachers are
incorporating more opportunity for students to be outdoors into their lessons. Just this
past week, Mrs. Reilly’s kindergarten class spent their morning meeting time exploring
nature, learning about dandelion seeds, and observing apple blossoms up close. The
highlight of their nature walk was experiencing the tactile sensation of Stachys lanata
or “lamb’s ear.” Other teachers have chosen to incorporate nature walks, and outdoor reading time into their
schedules. These nature based experiences are in addition to regularly planned recess periods.
Many studies have been published listing the numerous benefits of physical
activity in the lives of children. Recess offers students a necessary break from
the rigors of concentrated, academic challenges in the classroom, and studies
show that safe and well-supervised activities offer cognitive, social, emotional,
and physical benefits. The staff is looking forward to the benefits offered by
regularly scheduled recess periods, and it goes without saying, the idea is most
popular with students!
Stay tuned for further updates, and when driving by Peter Muschal School, keep an eye out for students at play.

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
April 13 – Board of Education Meeting
April 20-24 – BRHS Senior Class Trip
April 21 – BRHS Parent Conferences
April 22 – BRHS ½ Day 9-12 ONLY

Next Month
May 4 – Board of Education Meeting
May 18 – Board of Education Meeting
May 27 – Staff-In-Service ~ No school ALL students
May 30 – Memorial Day – SCHOOL CLOSED

“April hath put a spirit of youth in everything” ~ William Shakespeare

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

