Discover what?s been
happening at CCMS? an
accepting, compassionate,
and safe learning
community.

May 26, 2017

PTO Wrap Up
The PTO would like to thank everyone for helping us
have a very successful year. Our fund-raising money
helped our kids and our school in so many ways and you
all made that possible.

The Cañon City Hawks, made up of sixth-, seventh- and
eighth-graders from Cañon City Middle School,
Harrison School and Mountain View Core Knowledge
School, earned the Tri-county League Championship
May 15th. Congratulations!

-

Backpack program
Mr. Vetter's Tower Garden
Ms. Hill's Quilting Club
Transportation for 7th Grade & 8th Grade field
trips
Sponsored a student for the SPLASH program
SOAR trip
Sponsored 2 students for GATE field trip
Sports Scholarships
Teacher Appreciation
8th Grade Celebration

Have a wonderful and safe summer and hope to see you
at PTO for the 2017-2018 school year.

The cast and crew of the CCMS 8th grade Choir, under
the direction of Cortney Richardson, performed
Seussical Jr. on May 11th and 12th.

I am a Falcon, I strive to show success, take ownership for my behavior, have a positive attitude
and give respect to all. When I do my best, CCMS will soar.

Principal's Letter
Dear Falcon Families,
Happy Spring to you all. The 2016-2017 school year is quickly coming to an end and it seems like it
just started a couple of months ago. It has truly been a wonderful year at CCMS with your children. The
6th graders have learned the ?Falcon Way?, our 7th graders have matured and are ready to lead their
school, and the 8th graders have continued growing academically and socially in their last year of
middle school. We wish them well as they continue on to high school.
The end of the school year is loaded with events. Please refer to the district website to find our school link which will lead you
to the school calendar and all of the events for the next two weeks. Here are some of the major upcoming events:
5/17 - CCMS students, who have applied, will attend the St. Thomas Moore Health Career Trip
5/18 - S.O.A.R. Trip (for students who have earned their cards and are eligible based on grades and behavior)
5/19 - 8th grade Choir will compete at Elitch?s Musical Festival.
5/19 - Selected 7th grade CCMS girls will attend the G-STEM Conference in Denver.
5/22 ? N.J.H.S. Induction ceremony will be held from 5:30 to 6:30.
5/22 ? Last day for grades to be entered.
5/23 ? BBQ/Yearbook Signing/Talent Show (Parents who have RSVP only are invited to the BBQ).
5/24 ? All grade levels will be attending field trips (Grade levels have eligibility requirements to attend).
5/24 ? 8th grade Continuation ceremony and celebration. Last day of school for 8th graders.
5/25 ? Last half-day with 7th and 6th grade awards only. Dismissal time is 10:50.
The summer in Fremont County can be quite rewarding for middle school aged students if they choose to stay active and
involved. I strongly encourage families to keep middle school aged students busy, involved, and engaged in positive activities.
This type of exposure to other opportunities helps to continue the development of children when they are not active in school.
Here are some options to consider. Keep in mind, this is just one short list of possibilities.
Cañon Area Recreational. Department
SPLASh Summer Program
Boys and Girls Club
Cañon City Public Library
Scouting (Boys, Girls, and Cubs)
Young Life (for high school students only, including current 8th grade students)
In closing, I am continuously blessed to work with your children and their teachers. I look forward to another great year at
CCMS starting in August. Say hello if I see you around town, take care of yourselves, and have a sensational summer.
Best Regards,
Tim Renn ? Principal of Cañon City Middle School
"Falcons S.O.A.R."

From the Dean
Happy 2017 Falcon Families,
Wow, I am amazed how quickly this year has gone, it is the end of the 2016-2017 school year, and we
are already looking into the future of CCMS and planning for the 2017-2018 school year. I want to
thank all of the students and parents who made this year at CCMS such a great success. The saying goes
?Time flies when you are having fun,? sure holds true this year.
Track and softball seasons are wrapping up this spring, and this will bring the sports seasons at CCMS
to a close. Congratulations to all of the student-athletes who made a commitment to grow and learn this
year, and thank you to all of our coaches who spend so much time helping our athletes learn a new skill. Softball is playing
well and will make the playoffs as a top 4 seed, and our track team will end the year at the league track meet on May 13th,
good luck to all students involved.
The 2017-2018 athletic season will be here before we know it practices for Football, Volleyball and Cross Country will begin
just before students report back to school. When you are registering your students next year, we will have all of the
information available that you will need for sports registration. One important date that will help families prepare for next
school year is Tuesday, June 27, 2017. On this day, there will be free sports physical held at St. Thomas More Outpatient
Rehabilitation Center here in Cañon City. You must register for this event starting May 1st, 2017 but this physical will fulfill
the requirement for your student to play sports next school year.
CCM S Handbook committee has finished reviewing the handbook for next year, and a few notable changes are as follows.
--Dress code, students?shorts, dresses, and skirts should be fingertip in length or mid-thigh.
--clothing that has holes or is revealing should have something underneath it, for example, if your student has jeans with tears
in them, a pair of leggings will work perfect to wear underneath.
--food purchased off campus must be finished or disposed of before class begins.
--Any facial piercing must be a stud only, no rings or hoops in the facial area.
--shirts should have a shoulder strap of 3? and cover any bra strap.
--cell phones and electronic devices brought to campus are the responsibility of the student; CCMS will not assume
responsibility for these devices.
A student is allowed six gener al absences that are not doctor related, beginning next school year. A general absence is
considered any day or class that a student misses without a doctor's excuse. Once a student reaches more than six general
absences, they will be sent to truancy board for review. Please see the district?s policy that will be sent out before next school
year for more details.
Free Food? next year all students at Cañon City Middle School are eligible to eat free breakfast, this was made possible with
the incredible work of our district wellness team, and we thank them over and over.
Please remember that school is open for students from the hours of 7:00 am until 3:00 pm, please do not drop off or pick up
students outside of these hours, as we do not provide supervision to students before 7:00 or after 3:00. Please plan accordingly
when arranging transportation for your students if they do not ride the bus.
As families prepare for next year, please take a moment to talk with your student about online safety. We see more and more
students using smartphones. When students do not understand the dangers of these devices, they can have a difficult time
staying safe. Online safety is an ongoing topic of discussion with both parents and students; CCMS will provide some parent
meetings and training around online safety during the school year.
Jesse Oliver - Dean of Students, CCMS

Counselor's Corner
From the CCMS Counseling Department,
It?s hard to believe another school year is almost over! Please be aware of registration dates for the Fall as
you plan vacation and other activities for the summer.
Registr ation for the 2017 ? 2018 school year will be from August 1st - August 3r d.
On behalf of the CCMS Counseling Department; we hope you have a safe and enjoyable summer break. We
look forward to seeing everyone next year.
Randy Smith - CCMS School Counselor
Kelly Cosper - Counseling Secretary

Preparing our Students for a Healthy Life
It has been a great first year for me as the School Health Professional here at CCMS. In year one of the
Health Promotions Grant we have accomplished many tasks including; educational classes through Project
Success for all 7th and 8th graders, established many connections with in-school and out-of-school
resources, attended many trainings, meetings, and seminars, and hosted an educational parents night. It has
been a whorl wind year for us with year one under our belts and we are excited to get year two underway.
Next year brings lots of changes as well including expanded curriculum, and expansion to other grade levels.
We still have lots of work to do over the course of the three year grant but are proud to say so far it has been
a success.
Thank you to all CCMS staff and administration for helping me learn the ropes of being in the schools and
welcoming me into your school and family. Have a great, safe, and relaxing summer.
Patty Dodson

Health Check
Well, Happy May to all my Falcon Friends!
This year has gone by way fast! The end of the year is a bittersweet time in the school year. First, I would like to
wish our CCMS 8th grade students ?Good Luck? on your high school journey. Do not be scared; you got this! High
school life will mold you for your future. Try hard, do not give up on yourself, stay positive and remember that you
got this and you can do this.
For our future 6th grade students, parents I wanted to send a reminder that your student will need the ?Tdap?
immunization. Colorado requires 6th (11 years old) to have the booster, ?Tdap.? For all students, care plans for
health issues (Asthma, EPI-Pens, Diabetes, Medications, Seizures, etc.) will need to be filled out and signed by
parents and the student?s doctor every school year.
Now, remember in the summer time the temperature rises. I want you all to remember to put sunscreen on, drink
plenty of water and please do not forget to eat breakfast!
Thanks for making this a fantastic, memorable year for me. Have a great summer!Cheers!
Julie Langreder
CCMS Health Technician

St. Thomas More Career Day Visit

Falcons are
Soaring
6th Grade Language Arts
For 6th grade Language Arts, we
have been finishing up Unit 7,
Greek Mythology. Students
completed and presented their Body
Biographies on Thursday. With the
Body Biographies, students created
life-sized representations of Greek
gods and goddesses.
7th Grade Math
Our Seventh graders have had quite
a year! We've learned about
operations with integers,
proportional relationships,
percentages, equivalent expressions,
equations and inequalities, statistics,
and geometry. Phew! That's a long
sentence! Students have done a great
job working hard and pushing
themselves to keep growing. As
they finish up their end of the year
projects, remind them they should
be proud of everything they've
accomplished this year. They're an
excellent class!
7th Grade Science
In 7th grade science, students have
been learning basic biology. The
course starts by studying
single-celled prokaryotic organisms

and increases in complexity to
multi-celled eukaryotic organisms.
Once we have a grasp on the
microscopic world, we spend an
extended time learning about many
of the systems that make up the
human body. This unit culminates
with multiple dissection labs
including dissections of invertebrate
and vertebrate organisms. I find that
it is important to explore both types
of organisms for the students to see
the similarities and differences
between the different organisms.
At this point in the course's scope
and sequence, we move on to basic
ecology, geologic time, and plate
tectonics. At the end of our
geologic time unit, the students do a
research project about one of the
identified five major extinction
events. Students are required to
research an event and present it to
the class. The goal here is for the
students to understand the cycles
that life goes through here on earth.
It is also important to realize
similarities that parallel our world
today.
Finally, we finish 7th grade by
learning about evolution. I find this
topic to be fascinating because it ties

together everything we have been
learning about all year. The class
focuses on Charles Darwin's and
Alfred Russel Wallace's co-theory of
evolution by natural selection. We
look at limiting factors, bottlenecks,
predator- prey relationships, fitness,
niches, the ability to adapt, etc. As
always, we investigate the evidence
and allow it to complete the puzzle.
It has been a great year here at
CCMS, and I am amazed that we are
almost finished with the school year.
Thank you for being a part of a great
thing we have going here at CCMS,
and I look forward to your child's
continued success. - Tony Grabau
7th Grade Language Arts
Where has the year gone? We have
been so busy learning, that the
school year has simply flown by.
Throughout the year, students
explored Greek mythology, the
Titanic, the Black Plague, solved
murder mysteries and created
advertisements for some pretty
creative, original products. I think
we may see one or more of these
students on ?Shark Tank? one day.
They have also learned the value of
supplying reliable evidence to
support their ideas. I am very proud

of the work this year?s class has
put into every unit we explored,
as well as, the growth, both
academic and personal, that is
clearly evident in each student.
They are a great group of
individuals, and I wish them all
the best as they relax and
rejuvenate over the summer, in
preparation for their 8th-grade
year. ? Mrs. Davidson
8th Grade Language Arts
Students just finished up their last
novel project and completed their
AR points. This quarter, students
have read several narratives
pieces and completed a theme
analysis as well as a plot by
creating a comic strip to
demonstrate their understanding
of plot through the story. This
week students will finish up their
unit by creating their stories and
sharing them with the class.
This group has grown so much,
and I am so happy to see them
grow as individuals as they move
onto high school.
8th Grade Science
The 8th graders completed their
argumentative project on Climate

Change May 2 with a core debate.
They have been researching,
completing activities and
experiment on this project since
the end of February starting with
their writing prompt "Human
Impacts on Ecosystems."
Students then chose a sphere to
research effects or non-effects of
human impacts. This was
followed up by Finding the
Culprit, Plastics Unveiled,
Population vs. Carbon Dioxide,
Combating Climate Change,
Becoming a Conservationist, and
Is Climate Change Real. Students
then had to choose a determining
side to debate, write a debate
proposal, choose a Colorado
industry or resource that is
impacted. Click here to view the
final statements of the winning
debaters.
May 4th students took their final
assessment: The Perfect Lab.
Students will perform/conduct an
experiment and present their
findings with their peers May
16th -18th. They must use the
scientific method to investigate
the question so that it is
reproducible.

8th Grade Social Studies
8th Grade History has a had a
whirlwind 4th quarter. We've had
to skip around to get to the Civil
War, but we made it. The students
finished up their War of 1812
Museum and then learned about
the differences between the North
and the South before the Civil
War. Then students learned about
slavery by watching the movie,
Prince Among Slaves. We have
since been transitioning into
learning about the Civil War and
Lincoln's war decisions. Soon we
will be watching the movie Glory
and completing the last essay of
the year.
8th Grade Math
It is the end of the year, and our
eighth-grade math students are
wrapping up by completing their
final projects on their own! These
projects are due May 15th. Also,
students will be taking the Math
Proficiency Exam to see their
placements for high school math.
The end of the year is closing in,
and we need to keep pushing on
strong!

Life Skills classes open new
pathways.....
Applications in Technology
Tech students are wrapping up their end of year projects.
Sixth grade has been busy creating a movie to go with
their "Where I Am From" poem, based on the original
works of George Ella Lyons. Seventh grade will be
completing their rocket unit; we will be shooting our
Estes Rockets soon!!! Watch the afternoon skies!! Eight
graders are also hard at work! They just wrapped up their
semester project, welcoming 5th graders to middle
school. Students planned games conducted the assembly
through participation, and they demonstrated leadership.
Some student projects are being saved for the beginning
of the year and will be shared with the new 6th grade
students. These projects include interview video of
upper-class men offering advice to new students and a
jingle to assist in the use of lockers!!

road through the community which was very rewarding
for me and a testament to the great students we have at
CCMS. Finally, we will be finishing up fitness testing
this second week of May, and I look forward to seeing
how all the students have improved. It has been a
fantastic first year for me at CCMS, and I look forward
to what next year has to offer.

Career Technical Education

Thank you for sharing your children with me, they have
been a delight! - Mrs. Miles
We have been hard at
work on benches and
chairs.

Physical Education
Where has the time gone? It seems like only a few
months ago we were just starting the year and now it is
over. The Physical Education classes at CCMS have
been hard at it working on skills as always and putting a
lot of emphasis on strategy and teamwork this second
semester through several different sports and team
building games that are played on Fridays. To take a
break from all this, we spent the first week of May riding
mountain bikes and learning bike safety. The kids
enjoyed getting a chance to get off campus and ride as
we took several different routes around the CCMS,
CCHS and Washington Elementary schools area. It was
great to see the students in a different way outside of the
classroom and watch them be themselves as they
interacted with each other and the community. We had
several very positive comments hollered our way as we

Choir and Band
6th and 7th-grade Choir just completed their spring
concert. 8th grade had a very successful musical and are
traveling this Thursday to Elitches!

211 6th, 7th and 8th graders from all three schools (CES,
CCMS, and Harrison) marched together in the Blossom
parade and received 1st place overall and also 1st place
in the color-guard and drum major categories. 7th and
8th grade combined concert band received a Division 2
excellent rating.

Students are actively
engaged in Life Skills classes
bringing quality musical
productions to the stage.
Falcons SOARing in the Learning Resource Center

Final Statements of the Winning Debaters for

Our Cañon City Middle School students have been hard
at work SOARing all year toward Success, Ownership,
positive Attitude, and Respect. Students have been
productive and engaged in growth opportunities at our
Learning Resource Center.

Ms. Decker's "Human Impacts on

Winners top row l. to r.
Top 3 racers from 6,7,& 8; Top
racer in the original car; Top boy
and girl.
Bottom row: l. to r. 1st place in
modifications, 1st place in best
looking and fastest

Learning Resource teachers, Julie Weaver and Amber
Withers, recently led their students through Racing to
Success. It was a 6-8th-grade curriculum that included
activities from Language Arts, Math, and Science
(STEM) Students also designed, developed and
competed with other students in a classroom racing
venue.
Ms. Decker 's class viewing roller coaster projects

Ecosystems" Project

Atmosphere: the atmosphere is most impacted by
human consumption of resources due to fossil fuel
emissions. This has created high levels of CO2
increasing atmospheric temperatures, changing weather
patterns, and creating toxic pollution in the atmosphere.
Biosphere: the biosphere is most impacted by human
consumption of natural resources due to chemicals in the
atmosphere from emissions causing drastic harmful
reactions to living thing, the destruction of habitats
through deforestation and construction, and
desertification due to the rise in temperatures. All of
these impacts have decreased biodiversity on Earth.
Geosphere: the geosphere is most impacted by the
population per capita of human consumption of natural
resources due to over-harvesting, deforestation, new
construction, mining, and ground pollution(dump
disposal). These five acts by humans have decreased
habitats within the geosphere, polluted waters of the
geosphere, and caused unnecessary erosion.
Hydrosphere: the hydrosphere is most impacted by
human population per capita consuming our natural
resources by causing global warming which is melting
the polar ice caps decreasing the amount of free oxygen
and increasing the amount of CO2. The increase of CO2
is changing the water cycle, thus changing all the other
spheres of Earth. Since water is the most important
resource to sustain life, the hydrosphere is the most
impacted by human population and consumption of
natural resources.

Reading
for LIfe
Reading
for
by Sandy Jones

Life

by Sandy Jones

Oquist
Academic
Enrichment

During this last quarter, testing has taken center stage and I can't wait to see the results
in the Fall. I believe what we have been doing will pay off. We have been focusing on
real-world skills in the workplace. Among some of the topics we've discussed,
role-played and worked on are: proper attire for the workplace, how to get along with
difficult co-workers, phone etiquette, avoiding termination, being a proactive worker,
body language, career exploration, conflict resolution, dressing for interviews, how to
conduct yourself during an interview, ethics and filling out a job application. Students
researched a career field that they were interested in and created power points to share
with classmates. It was exciting to see all of the future veterinarians, lawyers,
professional athletes, video game designers, architects, nurses, forestry service
workers, bakers, photographers and military enthusiasts. Students had fun while
learning valuable information, dreaming about their future and setting goals.

In Mrs. Oquist?s AE class students have been working on open, beautiful and creative
math by problem solving in small groups different tasks so that students see math as a
broad, interesting and visual subject that involves deep thinking. My personal favorite
task involved algebraic thinking, and begins by asking students to see a shape grow.
Students share their different ways of seeing the shapes and then use their visual
thinking to generalize and possibly produce algebraic expressions. Students are amazed
by the different ways others see the shapes. It gave students the chance to link numbers,
shapes and words.
Students have been introduced to how important growth mindset is to their learning.
Students are engaging in rich mathematical tasks that will help them feel confident, try
harder, persist with open and difficult problems and embrace mistakes and challenge.
Students can explain the
role of brain development
and mathematical learning
so they can feel confident
their brain is growing when
struggling and making
mistakes. I have enjoyed
my classes energetic group
collaboration and watching
students appreciate the
thinking of every student in
the class.?
Video on number talks we have performed in class multiple times encouraging
students to embrace others perspectives and how to represent math visually.
https://vimeo.com/129139086

CCMS Clubs are the place to be!
Chess Club
Chess Club at CCMS is
winding down a fantastic
sophomore year. The
students have been
focusing on tactics for the
last few weeks, and have
started to use chess
terminology in their
games.. With only a few
weeks left I would like to
thank all the students who
made Chess Club a success
this year. The students
dedication has been great,
and I couldn't be happier
with their growth.I would
especially like to thank the
eighth graders who have
been in Chess Club for two
years, and who have been
leaders in the club all year
long.
Living History Club
As the end of the year
draws near Living History
Club will be focusing on
the Civil War, and the
experience of soldiers in
our country's bloodiest
conflict. We baked hard
tack bread, and will be
practicing period soldier
drills such as marching and
firing pretend muskets.
Living History Club has

been a joy to run this year.
We have enjoyed learning
about the Victorian Era in a
fun and hands on way. The
students have enjoyed
cooking, dancing, sewing,
and participating in other
aspects of life in the
Victorian Era. It has been a
year of growth for the club,
and for me as I continue to
discover new crafts and
activities from history, and
share them with students.
NJHS
National Junior Honor
Society at CCMS has had
another wonderful year.
Our focus this year has
been on service in our
community, and this has
shown in a number of
service projects done by
our members. Members
have also completed
individual service hours
throughout our community,
and have learned a lot more
about the needs in Cañon
City. We will wrap up our
year with the induction of
new members on May 22.
The ceremony will
celebrate the new 6th and
7th grades who will be part
of NJHS next year. The
ceremony takes place in the

CCMS Auditorium from
5:30 to 6:30 PM.
Student Council
Student council, sponsored
by Mr. Smith and Mr. Daly,
have had a very active year.
Members have worked
hard in many activities
such as sponsoring the
Christmas Dance, serving
teacher appreciation lunch,
cleaning up our campus
and manning the SOAR
store.

Club Advisors
Chess Club, Living
History Club and
NJHS:
Micah Keller

Battle of the Books

Destination

Our Harrison/CCMS
combined Battle of the
Books team, sponsored by
Mrs. Hidalgo and Mrs.
Rogers, brought home 3rd
place this year. Four 6th
grade students fought hard
and answered over 60
questions on the 8 books
that all teams had read
throughout the year.
Competition was held in
Westcliffe on May 1st.

Imagination:

Congratulations to all those
involved!

Alex Hill

HIllary Leeman
Falcon Theater Drama:
Dale Miller
Asst: Sheri Davidson
Yearbook:
Tanna Miles
Art Club:
Andy Vetter
Outdoor Club:

Battle of the Books:
Karen Rogers
Student Council:
Randy Smith/Shannon
Daly

HOPE
The CCMS Backpack Program is a free program that provides kid-friendly, non-perishable food for

students and their families most in dire need, to eat over weekends and breaks when school meals are not
available and there may be little or no food to eat. This year was quite spectacular, CCMS was able to
provide 271 backpacks to students and their families this year. Over 3,000 pounds of food was donated
by our staff, students, Grandview Christian Church, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran church, and our
amazing PTO donation and the PTO parents especially Tonya Alexander for all their donations through
the Holidays.
Nicole Root
CCMS Backpack Program Coordinator 719-276-5941

War of 1812 Museum
Ryan Brown's 8th grade Social Studies classes
displayed their creativity and hard work in the
CCMS Library in April. CCMS 6th and
7th-grade Social Studies classes visited the War
of 1812 Museum and completed a worksheet as
they studied the displays for answers. Projects
ranged from poster displays, a Lego White
House, recreations of Army forts and battle
scenes, artistic caricatures of the War's key
participants, models of ships, fabric flags, and
portraits of key characters. Student engagement
was very evident in this educational and
extensive project.

Slideshow of 7th grade College Visit

Slideshow of Staff & Students

CCMS Coaches 2016-2017
7t h / 8t h Cr oss Cou n t r y: Shannon Daly
Assist an t 7t h / 8t h Cr oss Cou n t r y: Brittany Kanach
Foot ball: Nate Harms
Assist an t Foot ball: Tim Connor, Robert Rall, Jason Reinhold
8t h Boys Bask et ball: Tony Grabau
7t h Boys Bask et ball: Ryan Brown
8t h Gir ls Bask et ball: Jill Decker
7t h Gir ls Bask et ball: Randy Smith
8t h Gir ls Volleyball: Randy Smith
7t h Gir ls Volleyball: Hillary Leeman
7t h / 8t h Coed Tr ack : Randy Smith
Assist an t 7t h / 8t h Coed Tr ack : Jill Decker

The CCMS Falcon Flyer
would like to thank
Tanna Miles

Together

for the use of her
photographs.

we soar!

