Thank You To Our Community!

On behalf of the Board of
Education for the Rowland
Unified School District, I would
like to thank you — our valued
community member — for your
support of Measure R. Your efforts
will ensure that $118 Million will
be used to continue to modernize
and improve our classrooms and
schools.
Great communities have great
schools. Rowland Unified is
committed to excellence, and it is
reflected in the numerous recognitions and awards that our schools,
students and staff continue to
achieve: National Blue Ribbon
Schools – the highest honor in the
nation, 16 California Distinguished
Schools, Title 1 Achieving Schools,
outstanding educators and a caring
school community that has unique
academic, enrichment and support
programs that make our students
global thinkers and leaders.

Continuing with our commitment to excellence, the Board
of Education has been diligent
in conducting a thorough review
of the facility needs across the
District. Experts were hired,
reports were prepared and a
facility study of all major
buildings and safety needs has
been analyzed.
Board members visited other
school districts (Anaheim, San
Marino, Claremont) to view
modernization efforts and have
listened to staff and the
community at special input
sessions and board meetings
focused on facility needs.
Since there are more needs
than funds, there continues
to be careful consideration of
modernization priorities.

We look forward to sharing
our progress with you in our
Measure R updates and are
excited that work has begun!
Dr. Maria Ott
Superintendent of Schools

Photos: Superintendent Dr. Ott at La Seda
Elementary playground, which will have new
asphalt pavement this summer.
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Renovation of Nogales and
Rowland High School Stadiums

Hollingworth Elementary students first to enjoy new Wonder of Reading library.

NEW WONDER OF READING
LIBRARIES OPEN
Groundbreaking
will take place this
month to install
new artificial
turf and tracks
at both Nogales
and Rowland High
School stadiums.
Responding to the
communities’ desire
to renovate these facilities,
the Board of Education has
made this a “fast-track”
priority, to be completed
when football season begins
this fall. The installation
cost for both schools will be
$4 million dollars.
The synthetic material
provides a grass-like
alternative that is durable,
provides all-weather use,
low maintenance, and
unlimited playing time.
Independent studies have
also shown that there is a
reduction to major injuries
when using synthetic turf.

Measure R Update

Jellick Elementary Kindergarten students enjoy new
Wonder of Reading library that opened on April 26.

Become a reading volunteer
today! For a minimum of 2 hours
a month, you can help inspire
the love of reading in students
at Wonder of Reading Schools!
Call the District Communications
Office for more information
(626) 854-8352.

Measure R provides
construction costs to renovate
libraries. Rowland Unified is
proud to have opened new
Wonder of Reading Libraries
at Hollingworth and Jellick
Elementary Schools, with
two more opening this Fall
at Rowland and Villacorta
Elementary Schools.
The Wonder of Reading nonprofit organization has
partnered with Rowland Unified
to open four new libraries this
year. The majority of funding is
through donations from
corporations and foundations,
private donors and funds raised
by the school community.
Through its 3R Program
— Renovate, Restock, and Read
— the Wonder of Reading helps
each school build a beautiful
new library that is inviting and
filled with more than $10,000
worth of new books. They also
help train volunteers to read
with children at each school.
Next libraries to open:
Villacorta Elementary on
September 28 and Rowland
Elementary on October 12.

Board Sets measure r 2006 Facility Priorities
The Rowland Unified School
District is pleased to share with
the community the following
modernization projects that
have been approved by the
Board of Education to date:

Design Phase
Modernization of Elementary
Classrooms — Transform learning environment in classrooms
with redesign/replacement of
all windows, electrical, lighting,
ceilings and the addition of new
“learning walls,” movable wall
units that have teaching tools
such as white boards and space
for technology and teaching
storage areas.
Replace Floor of Nogales High
School & Community Library
— Studies of soil taken from
underneath the library revealed
that ground water has seeped
into the library’s southeast
corner and the enclosed patio
floor is sinking. The decision
was made to move forward with
costs and plans to completely
replace the floor. District will
continue to look for additional
county/state funding sources
for the project.

In Process

Program Management Service
for Bond — To assist District
facilities staff in managing the
Bond program, the Board has
directed staff to move forward
with the selection process for
program management services.

Summer 2007 Projects
La Seda Elementary
Playground Asphalt
Replacement — To eliminate a
significant safety hazard to students and staff, the asphalt and
concrete areas of the school’s
playground will be replaced.
Cracks were caused due to the
natural soil movement underneath the asphalt.

As of March 31, 2007
Modernization of
Elementary Classrooms
Nogales and Rowland
High Stadiums		
Wonder of Reading
Libraries			
Villacorta Cafeteria
Complex			
Nogales High School
Library Renovation		
*Rowland El. Covered
Walkway 		
La Seda Elementary
Playground		
Curb Appeal Summer
Projects at Schools		

$32,000,000
$4,000,000
$1,600,000
$1,200,000
$1,000,000
$550,000
$500,000
$150,000

Approx. $41 Million
*Funded in part
with Measure R
2000 funds

School Beautification Projects
— To help increase “curb
appeal” and a family-friendly
atmosphere, exterior fences
will be relocated and upgraded
at Hollingworth, La Seda and
Villacorta Elementary Schools
and Rincon Intermediate. The
“commons area” at Hurley
Elementary will also feature
new drainage and landscaping.

Rowland Elementary with a low
maintenance steel structure
that includes conduit for utility
wiring.
Additional work includes a new
underground storm drain system
to remove rain run-off from the
interior of the campus and a
security video surveillance

Rebuild Rowland Elementary
Walkway Canopy — Using funds
from both Measure R 2000 and 2006,
the District will be able to replace
the wooden walkway canopy at

Quick Project summary

Renovation of Villacorta
Cafeteria Complex — The
Villacorta building that houses
the cafeteria, kitchen and staff
lounge had significant plumbing
repairs and deteriorated roof
conditions. Architectural plans

have been approved by the
state to repair the damage
and bring the building up to
state standards.
“Our students will have a
state of the art facility to
enjoy breakfast and lunch,”
said Villacorta Principal Elaine
Ganiko. “The complex will also
add to the sense of pride that
we are building in our school
community. The school is
working to keep the campus
clean and safe for our students
and parents.”
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Citizens’ Bond
Oversight Committee

The Board of Education has
appointed seven members of
the community to the Measure
R Citizens’ Bond Oversight
Committee. The Committee is
responsible for overseeing the
expenditure of funds raised
by the $118 million Measure R
Bond that was approved by
voters last June for the
continued modernization of
classrooms and schools in the
Rowland Unified School District.
The Committee reviews the
District’s expenditures of bond
proceeds to ensure that they
are expended only for the
purposes set forth in the
ballot measure. The Committee
is charged with making an
annual financial and program
report to the community.
The panel will serve for one or
two-year terms and by law,
members must be
representative of the

Left to right: Gilbert Moreno, Tiffany Chou, Gilbert Acevez, Dr. Nimesh Ladhawala,
Kathi Delegal and Theodore Ebenkamp. (Not shown Siong Yap).

community in specific areas:
business, senior citizen’s
organization, parent/guardian of
a child enrolled in the District,
taxpayers’ association, parent/
guardian of a child in the District
and active in a parent-teacher
group, and two community
members appointed by the
Board.
Further information can be
found on the District’s website at
www.rowland-unified.org.

Bond Oversight Committee
Dr. Nimesh Ladhawala, Chairperson
(Business Community)

Gilbert Moreno, Vice Chairperson
(RUSD Parent)

Gilbert Acevez
(RUSD Parent and PTA/PTO)

Tiffany Chou

(Community Member)

Kathi Delegal

(Community Member)

Theodore Ebenkamp
(Seniors’ Organization)

Siong Yap

(RUSD Parent)

Rowland Unified School District is proud to serve 17,500 students at 23 elementary and secondary schools in the communities of
Rowland Heights, Walnut, La Puente, City of Industry, and West Covina. Permits allow students from other communities to attend our
schools. More than 5,000 adults (16+) are also served by the Rowland Adult and Community Education School. Please call
(626) 965-2541 for further information on RUSD or visit www.rowland-unified.org.
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