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Per hap this summer vyljkiu saw taxis |ined up

in front of an airpor terminal or in a busy city

center waiting for thh e next passenger . It

makes me wonder, howlllis a scicoi I " ke 3

taxi ?

The cabbie needs to 2 courteous, a good

l'istener, and knowl ed@geabl e. The ficabbiesec et

. our school s from prifpcipals to teazhers to

By Skip Forsyth paraprofessionals t o custodi ans to f ood
service workers need to be f iendiy. OQuiy Kids iteed a smil e,
high five, and a hug around he neak. Jur secheaen! staff neeo
to have ears t hat hear and J heart t hat empat hi zes. The
families in our schools arefbusy. Some possess l anguage
barriers, whi | e ot her s ar e nce:tain Of expescot st DTS As
resul t, educators mu st beco » attenti ve i steners. Parent s
and students have an idea o where they want to go with
coll ege and career, but theyli do not know nhow 10 get t her e
They depend upon the expertiflsxe of the escducator s, Farmiliz=ss
trust the educator wildl be 4d&wvare of multiple routes to gti
their child to the desired ddgstinat. on.
The passengers that step inflo a cab come from a range
of backgrounds. The familiedgll and students au sur scihool s
are no longer predominantly hite m ddt e ¢!l ass. Qur cchool s
are very fAcolorfulo with a v iety of nationalities, et hni
cul tural experiences, | angualge challenges, rerigious belip/
as wel |l as high and | ow incofilhe grouis. Mzver theiass i hes
families possess ontehdywihgngdgfl f crommoaei r
child t o devel op strong chajracter, advance academicaily,
and be ready to enter t he vor | d wi t h cosiicence and
transferable-sekiohldar §yoedpoatfi on or the work
pl ace
The cab needs to be clean afpd mechanical!ly reliah]e, Qur
schools need to have easy ad:ess with <c¢clear signage. The
facilities, bot h outsi de a nfd insi de, need to be proper | )
mai nt ai ned. The hall ways, r glst rooms, ol avgrounds, and
|l ocker rooms need to be safeffor our children. The technol
in our classrooms needs to wd@ Kk We want our schools to sal,
Al I families and students amf: welcome here. o
Finally, the fare is paid f@ - the cab ride. Families, tion
educators wi t h words of af fR rmati on and appreciation. As
much as you are abl e, wor k ifi cooperation with your chil dé
teacher for t he student ds b nef i t. Frequently remind your
school 6s ficabbiesd how much >u value t hem.
ltds August, and we pursue olllf| educational journey with a ¢
destination ni ne mont hs awa There wildl i kely be some
pot hol es andbedepaurent, be yersistent, and
graciously encourage ohe ahot@@her. Enjoy the ride in 2016
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