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President of the United States Responds to
NMCES 3rd Grade Students
It’s AMAZING, FANTASTIC, WONDERFUL & HISTORIC!!!
The 1st African American President of the United
States, President Barack Hussein Obama (our 44th
POTUS), has written the third grade students at
NMCES! The students are so ecstatic! During the
week of the President’s inauguration, third grade
Social Studies teacher, Mrs. Howard, decided to
have the students write letters to the President to
congratulate him on his success of a second term
in office. The students were learning about the
three branches of government during that time. So
what better way to learn about the executive
branch than to send that branch a letter! “I know
President Obama is a very busy man and he must receive tons of letters from students all over the United
States, and he may not get to respond to them. But he responded to us!” We sent the letters off, and we
received an official one in return…SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED!!!
Continued on page 3. . . .
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Last Day of School
May 24, 2013
MCHS Graduation:
May 24 at 8 p.m.
NMCES Kindergarten
Closing Program
May 17 at 9 a.m.
SMCES Kindergarten
Graduation
May 22 at 7 p.m. at
MCHS gym.

The Camilla Chamber of Commerce has chosen Lailah Jocelyn Williams’ T-shirt
design as a winner for the Gnat Day Festival. Her design will be featured on the
backs of over 200 people participating in the 5K motivating them to “Kick Gnat
Day In Gear!” Lailah attends South Mitchell Elementary School and is in 5th grade.
Congratulations Lailah! Way to Go!

Career, Technical and Agricultural Education Students
Honored During CTAE Advisory Meeting
On April 30, 2013, the Spring CTAE Advisory meeting was held at Mitchell County High School. CTAE
Supervisor Rodney Conine welcomed everyone and Healthcare Science student Eugene Butler did the
invocation. The meal was provided by the Culinary Arts students in Ms. L. Wingate’s classes. During the
meeting several of the CTAE students were recognized for their achievement or contribution to the CTAE
programs. Below are Ms. Sheila Anglin’s Healthcare students who passed their CNA state tests.
1ST row: Shanice Mango,
Miranda Snells, Jakeyah
Lawrence, and Jasmyn
Jackson
2nd row: D’Nea Florence,
Samantha Broadwater,
Eugene Butler, Ry’Shari
Burley
Continued on page 4...

MCMS
Book Fair
May 1-8
Buy one, get one free.
Come out TODAY!!

MCHS
2013
PROM
Continued
on
page 10 ..
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NOTICE OF SCHOOL PROGRESS
Title III Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives
NCLB accountability requirements mandate that the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) make annual determinations
of district performance on three Title III Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs) pertaining to the performance
of Limited English Proficient (LEP) students:
· AMAO 1, Progress of English Learners (ELs) towards Proficiency in English;
· AMAO 2, ELs’ Attainment of Proficiency in English; and
· AMAO 3, Meeting Annual Performance Targets for the EL Subgroup.
Our school district met the targets for AMAOs 1, 2, and 3.
The 2012 target for AMAO 1, Progress, was set at 51%, and 67.9% of ELs in Georgia made progress. The 2012 target for
AMAO 2, Attainment, was set at 6.75%, and 17.3% of Georgia’s ELs attained English language proficiency.
The Title III Consortium exceeded the targets set for AMAO 1, with 69.7% of ELs within the Consortium making progress.
For AMAO 2, 17.4% of ELs within the Title III Consortium attained English language proficiency. In 2012, no Consortium
district had an EL population large enough to constitute an EL subgroup and warrant an AMAO 3 determination. AMAO 3 is
calculated individually for each school district within the Consortium.

South Mitchell Students Go For the Gold with Testing!
On Friday, April 5, South Mitchell Elementary students held an Olympic Pep Rally to motivate everyone to perform their best
on the upcoming CRCT and SLO tests. The rally began with Mrs. M.B. Palmer, our school counselor, carrying the torch and
leading one student from each grade in a march around the gym. Mrs. T. Thomas stressed the importance of each grade working
hard and learning as much as possible so they can carry the
torch on to the next grade. The first graders used the
balance beam to demonstrate how good choices lead to
good balance and the ability to focus and recall
information. Second graders used the letters in swimming
to write an acrostic that showed how preparing for a swim
meet is similar to preparing for the test. They performed
the swim dance to the music of Bobby Freeman. Third
graders used the long jump to stress the importance of
jumping to exceed the standards. Fourth grade helped us
shake off the stress by performing the Harlem Shake. Fifth
graders showed the struggle to the finish line by
demonstrating how learning never stops along the race.
At the end, Mrs. T. Simmons, who will be our counselor
next year, carried the torch and led the students in marching
and exiting the gym. South Mitchell Elementary is ready to
go for the gold with the test!

The Eagle’s Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS).
All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school media specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us
Produced by: Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator e-mail: Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.
Superintendent: Vic Hill
Schools:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
Vicki-Hicks, Principal

MCSS Board Chair: Norma Gilpatrick
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
Jacquelyn White, Principal

MCSS Board Vice-Chair: Barbara Reddick
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Patricia English, Principal

Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Robert Adams, Principal

Parents, if you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.

May 2013

Page 3

President of the United States Responds to NMCES 3rd Grade Students
Continued from page 1. . . .

The President enclosed facts about the White House and some of the duties and responsibilities of his work. He also included a
letter about the First Dog, “Bo.” The students were so excited, they couldn’t believe it! He also included a personal letter for each
child along with his autographed photo. The letter was very encouraging to and for our students. It reads as follows:

Dear Students:
Thank you for writing. I am continually inspired by the enthusiasm
and ideas of young Americans, and I appreciate your taking the time to share
your thoughts with me.
One of the most important things I can do as President is make sure
your tomorrow is as bright as it can be. Young people like you are America’s
future, and whether we fall behind or race ahead as a Nation will depend
largely on your generation. As you grow and learn, remember that our
country is counting on you to be a dedicated and hard-working student. I
encourage you to set your sights high, aim for excellence in all that you do,
and try each day to improve the lives of others in your community.
Thank you, again, for your message. I wish you all the best.
Signed President Barack Obama

MCHS Holds Title I Meeting to Review
Title I Compacts, Policies, and Plans
On April 11, from 5 to 6 p.m. parents and students had an opportunity to give their input on the revision of
the Title I School Compact, Parent Involvement Policy, Schoolwide Plan and School Improvement Plan
for the upcoming 2013-2014 school year. If you were not able to attend, please visit the school’s website
to review copies of the plan and submit your opinion. Copies are also available in the Parent Resource
Room at the high school. For more information, call 229-336-0970.

May Fourth Grade Social Studies Star Students
Anyshia Aytch and Kanajah Gardner
Anyshia Aytch from Mrs. K. Williams room and Kanajah Gardner from Mrs. A. Kelly's room have both demonstrated outstanding work and
behavior quality in class. Kanajah, currently a R.I.D.E. student, continues to stay on top of her academics and shows the ability to handle extra
duties and responsibilites as well. Anyshia is a hard worker and a great student helper to her teachers. She doesn't mind getting her peers back on
task and offers her assistance in many ways. These students will be announced on WBEN news at South Mitchell Elementary and Eagles
Nest. They will receive awards from Mrs. K. Williams and Administrators as our way of
saying Thank You for All You Do!
All of the Star Students for the 2012-2013 year will be
honored on Honor's Day at South Mitchell Elementary on
May 23. Each student's name went into a drawing if they
qualified for Star Student. They had to continue staying on
task and being their best in order to keep their name in the
drawing. In May, we will draw a name and one student will
be awarded a Mystery Prize and all of the Star Students will
participate in an end of the year Star Celebration. Mrs. K.
Williams would like to thank all of the students who have
done their best to be the best in Social Studies this year!
Anyshia Aytch and
Kanajah Gardner

SMCES Fourth Grade Star Students 2012-2013
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A Hometown Hero at North Mitchell County Elementary School
Recently, a soft spoken, intelligent young man became a quick thinking hero. Jared Romero and his cousin
saved his mother from receiving any more injuries from an accident which occurred Easter evening. With his
quick thinking and good judgment, he stopped his mother’s truck after it jumped out of gear. While staying
with his mom, his cousin ran to get help.
These two young children have accomplished a task that might make many adults panic. We applaud them
for their heroic efforts.

Students
Making
Academic
Gains and
Performing
Like Stars
Students have made great academic gains with the Star Math test. From August to April, students have increased from 1 grade
level all the way up to 4 grade levels. These students are performing like stars. The first photo shows students who increased 11.9 grade level. The second photo shows students who increased 2.0-2.9 grade levels. The third photo shows a student who
increased 3 grade levels, and the last photo is a student who increased 4 grade levels. We encourage them to keep up the
GREAT work.

Congratulations to:
Jermain Hartsfield, Daron Hodges, Joquil Chester, Bruce Bryant, and Jaquan Williams for being selected as 1st Team All
Region 1A Basketball Players. Brian Peoples received Honorable Mention All-Region Honors. A'Miracle Jones, Jermain
Hartsfield and Jaquan Williams were selected as All-State Players.

Career, Technical and Agricultural Education Students Honored
During CTAE Advisory Meeting continued from page 1..
In Business and Computer Science, Shedrick Bryant and Eddie Brown were recognized for their performance in producing the Eagle News,
broadcasts for CNS and videos for the public. Victor Johnson was recognized for his work with broadcasting the home basketball games. Two
advisory members Teresa Mitchell and her son Joseph were honored for their dedication and support of the Business and Computer Science
Department. They have both served as an advisory representative for the past 7 years. Joseph was also recognized for his invaluable service in
the Eagle News Broadcasting Program. Ag teachers Floyd Peters recognized FFA state degree recipient Adam King and Area Officer Orenthal
Spence, and Charles Trumbo introduced Akeria Burns-FFA Treasurer 6th grade and Allen Brown-FFA President 8th grade. After the program,
the members met in their individual program areas.

Shedrick Bryant, Eddie Brown, Victor Johnson

Teresa Mitchell, Moore, Joseph Moore

Front: Orenthal Spence, Adam King,
Allen Brown, Akeira Burns;
Back: Floyd Peters, Charles Trumbo

May 2013

Page 5

NMCES Fifth Grade Visits Panacea, Florida
In 1963, the Gulf Specimen Marine Laboratory was founded to support marine research and education of marine life and
continues this mission today. On March 26, 2013, North Mitchell County Elementary School’s fifth grade classes traveled to
Panacea, Florida to the Lab for an eye opening science experience. The field trip was both entertaining and educational focusing
on several science, math, ELA, and history standards as students interacted with the marine environment and its ecosystem.
Fifth graders explored a large assortment of touch tanks, the fiddler crab trough, the horseshoe crab tank, and the shark tank.
Yasil Torres, a fifth grader said, “I enjoyed the sharks because they made funny noises.” Tour guides pointed out characteristics
of each group of animal as students observed and handled the specimens. Kevin Morey, another student, said “I liked holding
some of the animals, especially the mollusks.” Students also met “Allie,” a sea turtle undergoing rehabilitation at the Lab.
A guided tour to the dock in the estuarine waters of Dickerson Bay was also provided. The staff biologists assisted the students
in collecting barnacles, oysters, shrimp, larval fish, and comb jellyfish. Students were fascinated by the life forms living along
our coast. “At the dock, I pulled up the rope and found a shrimp,” commented Keonte’ Turner.
This exciting trip enabled the North Mitchell students to experience marine life in its natural setting which led students to
discuss the natural history of plants and animals and the human impact on coastal natural resources.

Honesty Is the Best Policy
By: Vanessa Williams
While studying to become a school counselor, I was privileged to work with some classes to teach some character lessons. I
was working with a second grade class on being honest. We completed several activities including choosing scenarios where
the children were being honest and making a chart of who we should be honest to. They learned that the most important
person they need to be honest with is themselves. One afternoon while walking down the hall, the teacher of this class told me
there was an incident in the room where a child threw a piece of paper. She asked who did it and some of the students starting
denying that they threw the paper. Quinterrius Wesley took the initiative to show honesty by admitting he threw the paper.
We are all SO proud of him!!!
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Mitchell Middle Top Readers
Students who read 750,000 words or more by the end of
the third nine weeks marking period were rewarded with
a pizza party. Those students included Ajzane Edmonds,
Camryn McGregor, Elijah Mickens, Nohemi Perez,
Viviana Recendez, Shurnika Silas, Armarion Stegall,
and Carterion Whitlock. Students also received a $10
gift certificate to be used at the Book Fair where
everything is buy one get one free! Congratulations to
Nohemi Perez, Shurnika Silas, and Carterion Whitlock
who are now Super Star readers and have read 1 million
words or more! Ajzane Edmonds has now read 2 million words and Elijah Mickens has read 3 million! Those readers who
read 1 million words or more will be rewarded at the Honors Day program with the top three readers receiving special
recognition. We are also proud of those students who met their individual reading goals. They will be rewarded with a trip to
the movies. Pictured above is Carterion Whitlock, Shurnika Silas, and Nohemi Perez.

Congratulations to
Jennifer Easterling
Jennifer Easterling , a 10th grader at
Mitchell County High School, was one
of the ten recipients of a $250 grant
sponsored by State Farm to fund
scholarships for Driver’s Ed students in
the Albany Technical
College Driver’s
Education program.
The theme of the essay
contest was “Celebrate
My Drive” and Jennifer
title was: "Why You
Should Not Text and
Drive." The essay had
to be 150 words or
more in length.

The Great Mail Race
By: Ms. J. Waiters, MCMS
Ms. Ashley Black, a 7th grade ELA teacher from Walhalla Middle School in
South Carolina, invited 7th grade students at Mitchell County Middle School to
join in with The Great Mail Race. In The Great Mail Race, students who
receive a letter are asked to respond to the letter. In addition to responding to
the letter, students must send three letters to other schools outside their state.
The letter that the students received at Mitchell County Middle School was
from a 7th grader named Blake. Blake selected Mitchell County Middle School
because he once hunted for hogs one summer in Camilla. The Great Mail Race
is a way for students to learn about other students and places they have never
traveled before. It is also an excellent way to encourage students to write and
to get students excited about writing as well.
Mitchell County Middle School students sent invitations to join in with The
Great Mail Race to middle schools in Miami, Florida; Bristol, Virginia; and
Knoxville, Tennessee.

MCMS
8th Grade Prom

May 2013
Zakia, Eddie, Eugene and D’Nea

Page 7

MCHS PROM
D’Nea Florence was selected as the 2013 Prom Queen. She is the daughter of Mrs. Jocelyn Florence. When asked
how she felt, she stated, “I am ecstatic to have been selected for such title. I would like to say thanks to everyone
that voted for me because without you all I would not have been able to attain such an accomplishment. Eugene
Butler was selected as the 2013 Prom King. He is the son of Mrs. Kathalene Gilbert. Eugene said, “It was an
honor that the students of not only his Senior Class but also the Junior Class thought he was worthy enough of the
title. It came as a surprise on the factor that he also was voted Prom Prince last year as a junior. I was pleased to
have my best friend D’Nea Florence as my Prom Queen, sharing the achievement. I would like to thank the
individuals who voted for me and the Junior Class for planning such a great prom.”

Zakia Tooms was crowned 2013 MCHS Prom Princess. Zakia is the daughter of Cheryl Williams and Derik
Bryant. Zakia said, “I worked hard to make prom a success and felt honored that both the Junior and Senior class
appreciated the hard work the prom committee put in this year.” Eddie Brown was crowned 2013 MCHS Prom
Prince. He is the son of Mrs. Beryl Peoples. Eddie said, “It was an honor to be thought of as someone who could uphold such a title. It came as a strong surprise
because I was not looking to achieve anything special that night. I would like to thank not only my Junior classmates who thought I should carry the crown, but
also to the Senior class individuals who voted for me.” He further stated, “It was a great joy to be accompanied by my Junior class President Zakia Toombs.”

TRANSFORMERS: Mitchell County High School’s Robotics Club
“TRANSFORMERS” Mitchell County High School Robotics Club is an extra-curricular activity at Mitchell County High School, Camilla, GA. The club was
started in October 2012 to motivate and educate students by creating hands-on opportunities. Team members were: Orenthal Spence, Titus Lawrence, Neal
Aldavera, Kiersten Christmas, Ryshari Burley, Saderrick Butler, Xavier Carlisle, and Xavier Aytch. The club mission is to create a culture where studying,
participating, competing, and achieving accomplishments in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics activities are celebrated. The club trains the
students in planning, building, programming robots. Students will be able to learn about innovation and invention, and how innovation brings value to our
community. Students learn how to innovate and how to create technological inventions, ROBOTICS, and other Science and Math activities. Our team
“TRANSFORMERS” built a ROBOT and participated in First Tech Challenge (FTC) conducted by FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and
Technology), a global program created to get students excited about science and technology by enabling them to design and build interactive robots. FIRST is a
not-for-profit founded by inventor Dean Kamen to celebrate science and technology via robotics competitions worldwide. Our team was assigned to compete with
other 16 robotics teams on Saturday, February 9 at the BEST Academy, Atlanta, GA. We placed at 9th rank in this robotics competition though ours was a rookie
team. “TRANSFORMERS” – Mitchell County High School Robotics Club develops the following STEM skills in students to plan, design, build, program the
robots: Science skills: Design and conduct a scientific investigation. Implement a proposed solution. Communicate the problem, process, and solution.
Technology skills: Develop an understanding of the characteristics and scope of technology. Develop an understanding of the core concepts of technology.
Develop an understanding of engineering design. Engineering skills: Identify a need or problem. Sketch a three-dimensional model.
Test and evaluate. Redesign what has been created. Meet design constraints. Math skills: Develop a deeper understanding of very large
and very small numbers and various representations of them. Develop innovative mathematical
model(s). Develop or use an effective, simple, and an appropriate method or formula to
program the activity. MCHS team “TRANSFORMERS” (Team # 6747) participated in the
competition “RING IT UP” a FTC event conducted by FIRST. The team constructed a robot
and designed and programmed it to be controlled by two Logitech controllers. We were
successful in placing the rings on the pegs by our programmed robot and won two games. We
have plans to expand the club and enrich the students with STEM skills to participate in many
other robot competitions and programs and get top place in the state of Georgia
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Mitchell County School System’s Calendar: May 2013
South Mitchell County Elementary

School System Calendar

8

Pre-K Parent Teacher Conferences 1:30-3:30

16

Board Work Session

9

Pre-K Parent Teacher Conferences 1:30-5:30

21

Board Meeting

rd

10

Field Day (Grades K-3 ), Pre-K Field Trip

24

Last day of school

14

Pre-K Field Day

27-31

Post--planning for teachers

16

Pre-K Closing Ceremony - 7:00 p.m., AR Celebration
and Awards Program, Career Fair

17

AR Olympics Day

20

Academic Celebration (Grades K-2)

21

5th Grade Closing Ceremony – 7:00 p.m. @ Flint River
Auditorium

22
23

Mitchell County High School
6

AP Chemistry Test; Chemistry SLO Test

7

HAP SLO Test

8

AP Calculus Test, Civics and Word History SLO Tests

Kindergarten Graduation – 7:00 p.m. @ MCHS

9

AP English Test, Spanish I SLO Test

Academic Celebration (Grades 3-4)

10

10th grade Lit and British Lit SLO Tests

13

MATH EOCT

North Mitchell County Elementary
7

4th Grade 4H Meeting at 9 a.m.

14

Science EOCT, JROTC Awards Night

8

Foods Around the World and Gardening Day-9 a.m.;
Kids Health Fair-Baconton Charter School
Kindergarten and 1st grade 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

15

Social Studies EOCT, AP U.S. History Test

16

English EOCT, Band Concert at 6 p.m. in MCHS Theater

16

Field Day

16-17

Senior Finals

17

Kindergarten Closing Program at 9 a.m.

22

8th-9th Period Final Exams

20

Pre-K Closing at 6 p.m.

23

3rd-4th-5th-7th Period Final Exams

20-21

CRCT & CRCT-M Retest

24

22

Makeup test; 1st and 2nd grade Achievement 1 p.m.

1st and 2nd Period Finals; MCHS 2013 Graduation at 8 p.m. in
MCHS gym.

23

3rd, 4th, and 5th grade Achievement 1 p.m.

24

Report Cards and Last Day of School
Mitchell County Middle School

1-8

MCMS Book Fair

10

All books due back to Media Center, Field Day

14

8th Grade Senior Night

23

Talent Show

24

Honor’s Day

Invitation to Participate
Mitchell County Schools
Mitchell County Schools are reviewing and revising our Title I Parent Involvement Plan,
Equity Plan, and our CLIP (Consolidated LEA Implementation Plan - NCLB Descriptors
and Implementation Plans). A meeting will be held at the Mitchell County Board of
Education’s Parent Resource Room, 108 South Harney Street, to allow time for parents and
stakeholders to view these plans and offer feedback and suggestions. Times available for
review will be 4:00-6:00 p.m. on June 5 and from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. on June 6,
2013. We invite you to the MCSS Parent Resource Room to participate in this review
process. If you are interested in participating in this review process, please contact Federal
Programs Coordinator, Vickie Smith, at 229-336-2156 ext. 1003 or
Vickie_smtih@mitchell.k12.ga.us.

Stakeholder Comment Form Mitchell County School System
Name:__________________________Date:__________________Title/Position: _____________School/Location/Business:_______________
After review of the documents below, please provide your written comments:
System Level Parental Involvement Plan:
School Level Parental Involvement Plan: (Name of School)_________________________________
School Wide/School Improvement Plan:
Other Comments:
Signature:___________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your comments. If you would like to make further comments in the future, please email comments to Vickie Smith, Federal
Programs Coordinator at Vickie_smith@mitchell.k12.ga.us.

