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Thoughts from one of our 4th grade teachers:
(Pretend I’m Gandalf)
Well, what can I tell you about the strange and mysterious Mr. R that resides in room B218? I suppose it depends on the day, how much coffee has been consumed, and when the next Godzilla movie is coming
out (Shin Godzilla was a bust). The gentleman in question is from Conifer, Colorado, a small rural town in the
foothills about 30 minutes west of Denver on Highway
285. He attended college at Western State Colorado

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Nov. 8th — Last day of fundraiser
Nov. 8th — All-city choir concert @
7:00 in the commons

University in Gunnison and earned his Bachelors in
History. He then enrolled in WSCU Education Program
as a grad student and student taught 5th Grade in Ft.
Collins and 3rd Grade in Longmont. He is currently employed as a 4th Grade teacher at Harrison K-8 and is
presently working on a Masters in Education with an

Nov. 9th — Fundraiser packets are due

emphasis on Reading Leadership.

Nov. 9th — Late start for students
(Task Force Wednesday for staff)

As a 1st-2nd Year teacher, I am very lucky to have

Nov. 9th — PTO meeting @ 6:00 in the
commons
Nov. 10th — Harvest Festival @ 6:00 in
the commons
Nov. 17th — 3rd and 4th grade music
program @ 6:30 in the commons

landed a position at Harrison K-8. It is a wonderful
training ground for new up and coming educators. This
job is sometimes overwhelming, but the teachers,
principals, paras, everybody has been super encouraging and shown me a lot of grace for my lack of experience. I’ve been given opportunities to grow, take risks,
and try new things. And the students come in everyday
with energy and enthusiasm. I’m excited to take part
in new programs (Hawk Time, Journeys Common Core,

Nov. 21st through the 25th — NO
SCHOOL for Thanksgiving Break

School Literacy Team) and see how they transform

Dec. 6th — Elementary Hawk of the
Month Assembly @ 8:40

My heroes: Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee., Nelson

Harrison.

Mandela, Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, King George VI.

Dec. 7th — Middle school Hawk of the
Month Assembly @ 8:40

~ Ben Rideout
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“You didn’t
come this far
to only come
this far.”
~ Unknown
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Thank you, parents…

PARENT ALERT

I want to thank all of you who supported our school and helped
encourage your students to participate in our big sale fundraiser for the year. Again, this isn’t my favorite thing to do, but I
do believe we have generated some important funds for furthering our Adopting Communities for Excellence (A.C.E.) program as well as our positive behavioral
supports system that seeks to honor students for their good choices. The fundraiser does run through Tuesday, November
8th, so please make one final push as we
close our fundraiser. Packets are due on
Wednesday, November 9th to your student’s homeroom teacher. I’ll inform you of the final count
when it comes in. Thanks again!

Part of a great school/
community partnership is that
we help each other stay
informed in regards to issues
that potentially affect our
school community’s children.
We want to make you aware
of an application out there
that millions of teens and pre
-teens are using to post
anonymous thoughts despite
most parents not even
knowing that the app exists.

We’re Building Leaders Through A.C.E.
We held our first ACE Leadership Retreat for a group of 50+
7th and 8th graders in October at Westcliffe’s Horn Creek
Ranch. Students of all circles had a great time getting to
know each other on a different level, working collaboratively
to solve problems and to improve ideas, identifying problems
within our school and within our community, and proposing
solutions to those same problems. Students were taught that
their first ideas are never bad ones — they simply can be
improved exponentially through cooperative teamwork, a
contemplative spirit, and a willingness to bend through the
support of others. One student boldly proclaimed in front of
the group, “I now realize that I’m not alone at Harrison...that
there are others like me who want to make our school better.” The same group of students has come back and formed
a steering team that will guide the direction of our ACE program into the future. Just today, nearly 35 students started
planning our first community project — a two hour food drive
that we will be running in December in which our goal is to
collect 7,500 non-perishable food items — and they did a
wonderful job with little to no adult contribution. Our idea is
that our students are intuitive; much more intuitive than we
give them credit for. They can identify issues and propose
solutions if adults would only help move barriers out of the
way for them. We are excited to watch the transformative
process as our students realize the leadership capacity they
hold within themselves and then to witness the mighty impact
our kids can have on our community. As we further develop
this program, students as young as first and second grade
will look forward to learning how to be leaders in their own
way. Continue to follow what this program will mean for our
school and our community. Please consider jumping onboard
to support our students as they come up with ideas that will
touch the lives of those around them.

Millions of students
nationwide are using a
smartphone app to
anonymously share their
deepest anxieties, secret
crushes, vulgar assessments
of their classmates and even
violent threats, all without
adults being able to look in.
The app is called After
School. Envisioned as a safe
space for students to discuss
sensitive issues without
having to reveal their names,
After School has in some
cases become a vehicle for
bullying, crude observations
and alleged criminal activity,
all under a cloak of secrecy.
Similar to Yik Yak — an open
app that has become popular
on college campuses — After
School allows teens to post
comments and images on
message boards associated
with individual high school
campuses but carries nothing
identifying the students who
post there.
In this day and age, apps like
this can be destructive in
regards to character
development and selfesteem. If you’re interested
in learning more, check out
the following link at http://

tinyurl.com/hhvj3yt .
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It takes a Village...
It’s true that there’s not a manual out there that offers every answer we need to tackle the beast that
can be parenting. We are excited, however, to be
partnering up with Love and Logic in an effort to offer FREE parenting classes to the families of the
Harrison School community. This program, designed to be broken up into four two-hour sessions,
shows us how to raise self-confident, motivated children who are ready for the real world. Learn how to
parent effectively while teaching your children responsibility and growing their character. This is a
great opportunity to pick up some tools for that parenting tool box while learning
in a venue that encourages ,
edifies, and builds you up.
Please contact Nick Sartori by
phone or email if you’re interested in this free opportunity.
276-5970 or sartorn@canoncityschools.org.
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Like Us on FACEBOOK!
One awesome way to stay in touch with the school and
with what is happening at Harrison is by liking our
HARRISON K-8 SCHOOL Facebook page. Here, you
can get live updates of what is happening throughout
the day and stay in the loop as we document what’s
going on through pictures and short announcements.
We’re also keeping our website updated so visit us at
http://harrison.canoncityschools.edlioschool.com/ for
helpful information.

As one of the warmest Octobers in Colorado history
comes and goes, we try to mentally prepare for the chill of
November and the thrill of Hawks basketball. We want to
take a moment to thank Greg Baxter, Kevin Marushack,
and Mel Smith as they are have offered their time to lead
our boys’ basketball program this year. The teams did not
get much practice time and have hit the road for four
straight games to start the season. Please remember, if
your child is on the “C” squad with Coach Smith, all games
are at Harrison and begin at 3:30 pm. The “C” team also
plays two games per scheduled date. Thank you, Mr.
Pavlicek, for stepping in and officiating our “C” games this
year.
Look for sign-up sheets and announcements for girls basketball. It is just around the corner. Practices will begin
December 5th and 7th and 8th graders should get their
sports packets and physicals turned in as soon as possible.
Sign-ups will begin towards the last week of November.
Thank you for your continued support of Hawks Athletics.
Please contact Mr. Sprenger if you have any questions or
concerns.

Brian Sprenger, Assistant Principal/Athletic Director

