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Let’s set the pace
GO ROADRUNNERS!
Character Counts at Camino Grove!
Here at Camino Grove we have been working on constructing a strong foundation of
character. It is our belief that character and academics go hand in hand. This year we
have talked a great deal about respecting one another and being responsible. I have
included a link to a video that was recently shared at an upper grade assembly. The
song is called Gold, and it is a reminder to students that each person is far more
precious than gold. The questions I posed to the upper grade students at the assembly
were: What if we treated each person like gold? How would that change our school?
http://www.safeshare.tv/w/VjDDnNBUJj
I encourage you to take some time to watch the video and talk with your student
about these character traits and what it means to them.
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Calendar of Events


April 26 – Carnival from 2:35 – 7:00 pm



May 6-10 – Teacher Appreciation Week



May 6-17 – State Testing

The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically.
Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true education.
Martin Luther King, Jr.



May 13 – PTA Meeting at 9:00 am



May 23 – Open House



May 27 – Memorial Day – NO SCHOOL

California State Testing
As we continue to provide a quality educational program, it is time to start to think
about our CALIFORNIA STATE TESTING for grades 2 – 5. Over the next few weeks the
teachers will be reviewing the content and academic skills learned throughout the
year. May 6 - May 17 are the dates when the tests will be administered. The
following week, May 20-24, students will be taking the district writing
assessment. These are very important dates. We ask that you please not schedule
appointments or trips during these times.
Please be sure your child is on time. Once the test has started, the students will not
be admitted into the classroom until the test is completed. As a result they will be
required to make up the test at a later time.
Testing time can create some anxiety in students. Please encourage your student to
do their best. Remind them that their teachers have prepared them all year long and
they are ready. A good old fashioned pep talk may be just what they need to give them
the confidence they need to be successful. Provide for them a healthy breakfast and
make sure they get plenty of sleep.



May 29 – Spring Concert

Sleep: The secret weapon for school success

Lack of sleep is a national epidemic for today's children, and the consequences
are serious. Sleep deprivation can affect cognitive skills and academic
achievement. A continuing lack of sleep is linked to serious health problems
including diabetes, obesity, heart disease, depression, and a shortened life span.
Children ages 5 to 12 need 10 to 11 hours of sleep, according to the National Sleep
Foundation. Yet studies show that most kids are getting about an hour less sleep
each night than they did 30 years ago.
For the full article please see
http://www.greatschools.org/parenting/health-nutrition/620-sleep-the-secret-weaponfor-school-success.gs?page=all

It is a privilege to partner with you in the education of your children,
Mrs. Popovich

Message from our PTA President, Jen Aston

Dear Camino Grove Parents and Families,
I hope you had a lovely Spring Break and enjoyed some family time. As
usual, the start of school brings mixed emotions. Although I had a great
time with my three boys, I am ready to get back into the groove of things.
I am pleased to say that Camino Grove is DONE fundraising for the year.
Thank you for all your support these past few months. See’s Candy and
the Jog-A-Thon were a great success, all thanks to you!!! You have opened
the door, financially, to enrich the lives of both teachers and students. I
will be publishing a flyer reviewing our fundraising efforts for the year.
The remainder of the school year is filled with great events that are fun
for our children and families. Please be on the lookout for:
CARNIVAL
April 26th from 2:35-7pm at the Camino Grove Playground
Bring your friends and family. There will be games, food, prizes, raffles,
music and most importantly a jail. (Just ask your kids.) You will hear
from your Room Parent about how you can help! This is completely
parent run so please please help out! Please contact Susan Lew should
you have any questions or want to help out other than with your class.
swjlew@yahoo.com.
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK
May 6th-May 10th
Watch for a secret flyer coming home explaining what we have planned
for your child’s teacher. Please contact Jennifer Shuian should you have
any questions or want to help. missdietcoffee@yahoo.com

PTA Board Members 2012-2013
Principal
PTA President
Executive V.P.
1st V.P. Programs
2nd V.P. Publicity
3rd V.P. Room Rep
4th V.P. Membership
5th V.P. Ways&Means
6th V.P. Legislation
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Sec.
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Historian
Auditor
Hospitality Chair

Danae Popovich
Jen Aston
Christine Maritato
Regina Shay
Joy Cheng
Caroline Kojian
Leticia Berrios
Jonie Tsuji
Maria Lau
Ann Olsen
Lien Huynh
Jennifer Vargo
Tom White
Wendy Chang
Daniel Chan
Sylvia Lee
Maria Lau

PTA MEETINGS – 2013
April 8 – 6:15 pm TBD
May 13 – 9:00 am TBD

OPEN HOUSE
May 23rd from 5pm
Join the Camino Grove families for an In-N-Out Truck dinner at the
playground before touring your child’s classroom. Tickets will be
available through a flyer that will be sent home before the event. Please
contact Jen Vargo should you have any questions.
jennifer.vargo@gmail.com
YEAR END FAMILY BBQ
June 6th 5:30-7:30pm at the Camino Grove Playground.
Bring your blankets and enjoy a great evening on the backfield. Parents
and teachers will be BBQing and serving. This is a great way to end the
year. Tickets will be available through a flyer that will be sent home
before the event. Please contact Jen Aston or Christine Maritato should
you have any questions or want to help us out!
jenaston@me.com cmaritato@yahoo.com
See you at all these great events. Happy Spring and enjoy the fabulous
weather!!!!
Jen Aston
PTA President
Camino Grove Elementary School
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PTA News
PTA Calendar of Events

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH
Every month PTA honors one of our many volunteers.
He/she receives an AMC gift card and a special
parking space to use during the month.

April

For the month of March 2013
PTA is happy to honor:

May

26 (Friday) – Carnival from 2:35 – 7:00 pm

6-10 – Teacher Appreciation Week

Daniel Chan

6-17 – State Testing
13 (Monday) – PTA Meeting at 9:00 am
23 (Thursday) – Open House
29 (Wednesday) – Spring Concert

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH
Daniel Chan has been invaluable to the
community of Camino Grove for years. He
is the friendly face that greets you each
morning in the car line. Not only does
Daniel dedicate each morning to our
children’s safety, he also serves on the
PTA Board as Historian. Daniel tracks all
the hours our volunteers spend helping at
school. It is a lengthy process, but an
annual report must be sent to the State as
part of our Non-Profit agreement. Daniel is
always there for Camino Grove and does
every task with a smile. His consistency in
his service is truly appreciated.
Thank you, Daniel!

See’s Candy Sale
Thank you for your support!
The candy sale brought
in over $2500 for our school!

Every month PTA honors one of our many volunteers.
He/she receives an AMC gift card and a special
parking space to use during the month.

For the month of April 2013
PTA is happy to honor:

Nevada Packer

Nevada is a new parent at Camino Grove and
has been such an amazing addition to our
parent volunteers. She started slowly in the fall
and has really dived in this winter and spring.
Nevada is always willing to help in any
capacity. She works with the students in the
classroom on special projects; she works
quietly at take-home PTA tasks; she volunteers
at every event and does all of this with such
energy. Nevada has been instrumental in
helping with Ways and Means this spring. She
has been heavily involved in the success of the
See’s Candy fundraiser and the Jog-A-Thon.
Nevada is an amazing woman, mother and
volunteer.
Thanks, Nevada, for everything that you have
given to Camino Grove!
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PTA News
Reading is so Delicious!
Summer Reading Program 2013 @ Arcadia Public Library
There is something for everyone!
Starting on Sunday, June 9, you can register online for the summer reading program at the
Arcadia Public Library.
Read at least an hour a week. Then record your hours using the Library’s Summer
Reading Program database, and visit the Library to receive your cool weekly prizes. Older
students can write brief book reports to be entered into the big prize drawings – movie
tickets, a tablet, amusement park passes and more!
There will also be special events with live animals, music and magic! Don’t miss the fun!
Check out the details at http://library.ci.arcadia.ca.us!

AEF Summer School
Elementary Summer School classes will be held at Holly Avenue School on Monday –
Thursday from June 24 to August 1. There are intervention and enrichment classes, lots of
interesting electives, and core curriculum courses. From Storybook Adventures to African
Expeditions to Mythbusters to Time Travelers. Students will continue learning all summer,
but have lots of fun too.
Registration is ongoing. Go to ArcadiaEdFoundation.org or call 626-821-6606 for more
information. Program catalogs can be picked up at the school office.

Arcadia Parks and Recreation
Did you know that there are fun summer camps and classes offered by the Arcadia Parks
and Recreation department? Some of them are even free!
Outdoor Adventure Camp at Wilderness Park provides loads of fun for kids ages 5 through
12. Each weekly session is $110. The fee includes round-trip transportation to and from the
scheduled bus stops, one T-shirt, a cookout, daily milk, an excursion, crafts, sports, archery,
hiking, slip ‘n slide, swimming, singing and group games.
Summer Fun ‘n Play is a free program for children entering grades 1-5. This is a drop-in
program supervised by college-age recreation leaders that provides a variety of organized
activities. Weekly program activities include crafts, special events, games, movies, sports &
tournaments, and excursions. Pre-registration will be taken at the recreation office.
Starting in August there is Summer Sports Camp from 9:30am -3:00 pm for $110 per week.
If you enjoy sports, then this is the camp for you. There will also be fun excursions.
Be on the lookout for the Arcadia Buzz in May for all the details!
Camino Grove Elementary School
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PTA News
Jog-a-Thon & Rainbow Teacher Day
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the jog-a-thon! Whether you gave money,
donated water or popsicles, sprayed sweaty students with water, or shouted
encouragement from the sidelines – all your support is greatly appreciated! The jog-a-thon
was lots of fun, and having a rainbow of teachers only made the day even more
memorable.

WE NEED YOU!

Camino Grove Camp Roadrunner

Would you like to get more
involved at Camino Grove?
Would you enjoy using your
creativity to help our school?

The annual school carnival will be held
on April 26 from 2:35 – 7:00 pm on the
playground.

If so, then we have a place for you
on the 2013-14 PTA Board!

There will be games, food, crafts, and
more! This is one of the most loved
and anticipated events of the year for
our students.

We are looking for someone to
serve as the Publicity Chair. This
person would serve as editor of
Caminotes, maintain a few bulletin
boards, and just keep people
informed.
Much of this job can be done at
home and according to your
schedule.

However, the carnival can only be a
success if everyone pitches in and
helps.
Contact your room parent to sign up for
set-up, clean-up or a shift in one of the
booths. Thank you!

Please contact Jen Vargo at
jennifer.vargo@gmail.com if you
are interested.
Camino Grove Elementary School
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School News
Magic & the Art of Success
On Friday, March 8th, Camino Grove students were treated
to a mesmerizing show sponsored by Camino Grove PTA.
Wayne Houchin brought his popular “Magic & the Art of
Success” show to our campus.
Wayne Houchin has spent the past decade as a
professional magician and speaker. Performing all over the
world, Wayne has appeared on TV, worked with Criss Angel
on the hit TV show Mindfreak, and has headlined the world
famous Magic Castle in Hollywood.
Through his study of psychology at CSU Chico and his
experience as an artist, Wayne has created a series of
magic presentations designated to motivate, astonish and
inspire confidence and high self-esteem. High self-esteem
is, of course, necessary for success now and later in life.
“Magic & the Art of Success” accomplishes this by teaching
two important life changing secrets. These secrets are
combined with a fun, intelligent and interactive magic show.
When the kids get involved and participate in the magic and
the messages, they are much more likely to remember and
put them to use.

Attention SCRIP Shoppers:
We now have SCRIP for the
new Hong Kong Market.
It is available in $20
denominations.
We no longer carry Chili’s,
Bath & Body Works, or
William Sonoma/Pottery
Barn gift cards, but you may
purchase these and many
other cards through the
“Shop with Scrip” program.
For information about this
program, please contact the
school office.

Wayne Houchin’s dedication to creative artistic presentation
and hard work has made him one of the most sought after
performers in the magic industry. Thank you to Camino
Grove PTA for making this program possible for our
students.

Counselor’s Column
Hello Camino Grove Families,
Happy Spring! I am just returning from maternity leave after having two precious little girls. It’s
been easy coming back to so many smiling faces. I am on campus every Friday if you would like to
contact me regarding your child’s academic, social, and/or personal well-being. You can reach me
at (626) 821-8353 ext. 5318 or e-mail me at jennifertran@ausd.net.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Jennifer Tran
School Counselor
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School News
Where Did The Reflections Artwork Go?
The contest began with Arcadia’s ten local schools. First, students submitted their art entries in the
areas of dance choreography, film production, literature, musical composition, photography or the visual
st
arts. Then, our schools submitted the 1 place entries to Arcadia Council PTA. After judging, the Council
st
PTA submitted its 1 place entries to First District PTA for another round of competition.
First District PTA is comprised of 26 Councils and 283 School Units from Burbank to Pomona. This
year over 6000 entries were submitted to local PTA units in First District. In all, 26 Councils submitted 302
entries to First District PTA.
Arcadia Council PTA, one of the 26 Councils, submitted 21 entries to First District PTA. Eleven out
of the 89 First District winning entries were from Arcadia. In addition, 4 out of the 11 winning entries were
sent on for further judging at the California State PTA.
On February 23, First District PTA held its 2012–2013 Reflections Awards Ceremony at
Woodbury University, an arts school in Burbank. At that ceremony, 89 winning entries out of 302
submissions were honored. Twenty-seven out of the 89 entries were submitted to California State PTA for
another round of judging. The four marked with a “*” are among those 89.
The 11 AUSD winners at the First District level are as follows:
Age Division
Middle

Student’s Name
Katherine Shu

Intermediate

Katherine Noble

Film Production

Award
Outstanding
Interpretation*
Outstanding
Interpretation*
Award of
Excellence

Intermediate

Rukan Saif

Literature

Outstanding
Interpretation*

Primary

Daniel PayanSiegrist

Award of
Excellence

Intermediate

Mio Murai

Award of Merit

Middle

Conner Ching

Award of Merit

Primary

Blanc Liao

Outstanding
Interpretation*
Award of Merit

Middle

Frank Lee

Intermediate

Jonathan Wang

Award of Merit

Middle

Vickie Yang

Award of
Excellence

Special Artist

Judith GarciaLopez

Category
Dance
Choreography

Musical
Composition

Photography

Visual Arts

School
Foothills Middle
School
Highland Oaks
Elementary
School
Baldwin Stocker
Elementary
School
Baldwin Stocker
Elementary
School
Baldwin Stocker
Elementary
School
Dana Middle
School
Baldwin Stocker
Elementary
School
Dana Middle
School
Highland Oaks
Elementary
School
First Avenue
Middle School
Dana Middle
School

The 2013-2014 Reflections program is calling for gifted dancers, producers, writers, musicians,
photographers, and artists! Would you like to have some Reflections fun? You don’t need to wait until
September! The 2013-2014 Reflections theme is “Believe, Dream, Inspire.” Show your talent NOW!
Please ask your school’s Reflections Chair for details. ☺
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