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Not Just Pinto Strong, Community Strong!
From Middle School Principal Matt Abernathy
As I reflect on the nine outstanding years that I have had as
the middle school principal, I can’t help but be both impressed
with and proud of the support that this community has given to
its school district. Each year, I am filled with joy and pride as
I hear about and watch our community come together to positively impact the lives and education of our children.
I have seen the support come from large corporations and
businesses, small businesses, family owned businesses, civic
organizations, local churches, volunteer groups, and each and
every one of you as members of this community. No task or
undertaking has proven to be too large.
In just nine years time, the California community has come
together and successfully passed two bond issues.
The first bond issue provided the community with a state-ofthe-art performing arts center and track facility, the high school
with a new library and several classrooms, the middle school
with a completely renovated gymnasium, and the elementary
with an entirely revitalized
playground.
The
second
bond
issue
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from Crystal Ashley,
Community/Staff Relations Liaison

Please don’t block our text messages;
select your preferences instead.
If you would like to start receiving or in
the past have chosen opt-out of text messages
for regular notices about daily events in your
schools, please OPT-IN by texting YES or Y
to 67587. OPT-IN information will always be
available on our district website.
You can control how you get School Messenger alerts (by text, phone, or email) by setting your preferences. For directions to set
your personal preferences go to the district
website www.californiak12.org and click on
the headline “Please don’t block our text messages.” Then follow the instructions below
titled “How to set your preferences.”
School Messenger communicates school
events and important notices. If you have
blocked us, you may not receive emergency
notices such as school cancellations.
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FFA Local, Area and
State Officer Selection
in CHS Library
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Monthly Tech Tip

provided an expansion of facilities with a new football
stadium, baseball/softball complex, and agricultural
building addition, as well as made energy efficient improvements to heating and cooling, lighting, and windows. Several restrooms and locker rooms were renovated, parking lots were paved, technology networking
infrastructures throughout the district were rewired and
updated, and every building received security improvements, ensuring the protection of our campuses and safety of our students.
All of these improvements were made possible by
you and your support of the California School District.
Along with the improvements to infrastructures and
security systems, other advances in technology have
focused on improving the quality of education for our
students.
The community has already shown their support
of the 1:1 initiative at the high school, which placed a
Chromebook in the hands of every student, and continues to show their support as the middle school and fifth
grade work toward placing Chromebooks in the hands of
each of their students as well.
Along with this shift of preparing students for the
continued on page 3
digital era, comes the acceptance
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ES Movie

Night in the
Gym at 6:30 p.m.
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Kindergarten Information
Night 6:00 p.m. in
elementary cafeteria

9

Second Grade
Concert 7:00 p.m.
in CPAC

Area & State FFA Officer
Selection @ Stover
ACT Workshop (English)
5:45 p.m.

10

Tri-County Music
Contest @ Osage

11

State Large Band
Contest @ JC

Band and Choir District
Solo/Ensemble Contest
@ JC

HS Student Council State Convention in Melville, MO

12

NHS Induction
2:00 p.m. in CPAC

13

14

Kindergarten Registration
Night 3:30-6:00 p.m. in
CES cafeteria
Ag Contest @ Lincoln
JV/V CHS Baseball Jamboree

15

Board Meeting 6:00 p.m. in
CHS Library
FFA Speech Contest
@ CHS

16

Middle and High
School Parent/
Teacher Conferences
4:00 - 8:00 p.m.

17

UCM High School Art
Contest @ Warrensburg

18

District Music Contest
- Choirs @ JC

DECA State Career Development Conference @ Lodge of the 4 Seasons

19

20

BB @ Eugene
JV/V Golf @ Home
Var Track @ Warrensburg
JV/V

21

Elementary
Parent/Teacher
Conferences 4-8 p.m.

22

No School

Professional Development

23
JV/V

Area FFA Contest @ CHS

SPRING
BREAK

27
Golf vs. Mexico
JV/V BB @ Russellville
JV/V

28
District Ag Contest @
Warrensburg
JV/V BB @ Tipton
HS Track @ Home
JV/V Golf @ Osage

29

ACT Workshop (Math)
5:45 p.m.
NHS Blood Drive in CHS
Gym 3:30-6:30
Var Golf @ Russellville
(Redfield Country Club)

24
JV/V

Golf vs. JC

25

Var BB @ Mexico

SPRING BREAK

Golf @ Boonville
JV/V BB vs. Cole Camp
JV/V

26

BB vs. Warsaw

HS Track @ Home

30
District FFA Contest @
Warrensburg
JV/V BB @ South Callaway

31
Var Track

1
@ Blair Oaks

For athletic event times, go to the athletic calendar on www.californiak12.org

California Elementary School

The Faces of CES:

It is
hard to be a family if we do not
know one another! We could not
teach a child or have our doors
open without all of our family.
Mrs. Debbie Pardoe

Pinto Pals Provides Authentic Learning Opportunities
CES did a pilot program this school
year called Pinto Pals, peer assisted learning groups that cross grade levels.
Each month Pinto Pals at CES are
working
on various
learning
projects.
“I just
love seeing how
excited the
students in
my class
get when it
is time to
meet with
their Pinto
Pals; they
totally look forward to it! They are excited
to be here at school and engaged in their
learning,” said Jenny Keller, first grade
teacher.
Keller’s class has joined up with Allyson Bernier’s fourth grade class and school
counselor Tawnya Clause. They decided to
focus on service learning for their February
Pinto Pals time.
Service Learning is a teaching and
learning strategy that integrates meaningful
community service with instruction and re-

flection to enrich the learning experience,
teach civic responsibility, and strengthen
communities.
Teachers and students have noticed
large numbers of new students entering
our school district this year. Students
and teachers wanted to help students that
are new to CES feel welcomed into our
school as well as into our community.
Clause got the idea to make welcome
bags from counselors from another school
and pitched it to her colleagues.
Clause said, “We would not have been
able to put this project together without
community support. Kristen Everett personally donated items such as the bags,
labels, and small toys that went inside of
each bag. We thank her for stepping up to
help our school and our community.”
Bernier’s and Keller’s students partnered up and created an astonishing 52
welcome bags
to be handed
out to new
students!
“ T h e
great
thing
about the Pinto Pals program is that
it gives an

outlet for kids to put their ideas
in action” said Bernier. “We are
big in fourth grade about treating
others with kindness. Making
the Welcome Bags helped give
them ownership in their learning
and leadership in their school
and community.”

is truly the heart and soul
of our building. Without
her and her infectious
smile and never-ceasing
work ethic, we would
not make it through a

Allyson Bernier, fourth grade teacher; Tawnya Clause, lower elementary counselor; and Jenny Keller,
first grade teacher, proudly display
the 52 Welcome Bags made by their
students. The contents (shown at
left) include a pencil tagged “you
will fit WRITE in,” post-it notes,
a pass to see the counselor, and a
little toy.

Elementary Faculty Turns Conference Room into Data Room
by Brice Miller and Dylan Vines

In previous years, California Elementary teachers would meet weekly
with their own grade level to discuss
the educational growth of students. This
year, however, CES has added a data
room that allows educators to team together as one, to reach a long anticipated
building goal.
A network of help including multiple local businesses and club donations,
as well as strong internal support from

the district made it possible to
turn the conference room into
the new addition.
“As expected, without
a single question or request for
recognition, our little network
of awesome, transformed our
“Pinterest” penny design, into
the “Teacher Taj Mahal” of
data rooms, exceeding every
simplistic expectation we most
desired!” said fourth grade
teacher Kelli Williams.
“The last five years,
we have dedicated our focus to being a
data-driven, decision-making school”
said Principal Gary Baker. “Our focus
has been on developing an individualized
learning plan for each and every student.
With the addition of the Data Room this
year, we have continued our building
growth.
“When teachers enter our Data Room,
they can quickly discern the strengths and
weaknesses of all the students in the ar-

single day!
Debbie was born in the Latham Hospital 29 (60, shh!) years ago. She grew
up in Kliever and loved to play outside
with her friends and family. Debbie’s
eyes light up when reminiscing about
softball games and summers of barefoot
freedom.
She is in love with her family. Debbie married 30 years ago and had two
amazing children, one boy and one girl.
Now, lots of family time is spent chasing
the two granddaughters around.
Debbie has been an intrical part of
our school district for the past 15 years.
She spent two years as a cook, one as
a teacher’s aide and the remaining 12
as the BEST custodian an elementary
school could ever have! When asked
what she is most proud of during her
time in the California School District,
Debbie replied “Everything!”
Words of wisdom from Debbie Pardoe: “Hang in there, one day at a time!
You have to care about the kids or it is
just a job, and THIS IS NOT JUST A
JOB!”
Her final words during our interview
were “I love All you guys!”
We are so thankful for the love and
skill that all of our staff members bring
to our school community. Thanks for all
that you do!

eas of math and English language arts.
With this understanding, we can use our
time and efforts more wisely and focus
on quality educational time with each
student,” said Baker.
CES is tracking trends as a building,
among grade levels, and within student
populations. The goal of this united effort, is to assist our educators in developing the most optimal and individ2017- 2018
ualized learning system possible.
Mrs. Williams said, “Our instruction has already changed to
Information Night:
a more individualized approach
based on student needs over the
• Tuesday, Mar. 7, 6:00- 7:00 p.m.
past few years, but this room isn’t
• Elementary School Cafeteria
just about numbers. The space is a
• For parents of district children
continual celebration zone for our
aged five before August 1, 2017
building and encourages positivRegistration Night:
ity and shared goal setting among
• Wednesday, Mar. 14,
our staff.”
3:30- 6:00 p.m.
The collaborative environ• Return completed
ment is still a work in progress.
forms
Eventually, social studies and science data will be added.

Kindergarten Registration

Califor nia Middle School

Student Council Develops Not Just Pinto Strong
cont. from pg 1
Leadership Skills
of shifting toward paperless classrooms
by Richard Hatfield

The Student Council at California
Middle School offers students a glimpse
as to what the real world is like. This
organization helps develop leadership
skills, also allowing students to have fun
in the process.
There are numerous ways that STUCO benefits the school system. Student
Council gives students some control
over school events, which boosts Pinto
Pride.
They are responsible for school
dances, fundraisers, and concession
stands. They also organize fall and winter pep assemblies to recognize sports
teams and cheerleaders.
They also learn the value of helping
others by orchestrating fundraisers to
help children in need both in and out of
the district.
In the fall, the council had a dance
that raised $300 for the California Girls
Relay for Life team. Candy Grams were
sold in December to raise funds for the
Middle School Giving Tree.
STUCO will sponsor a “Make Leukemia Disappear” penny drive to raise
funds for the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society Pennies for Patients.
According to council sponsor Krista
Davis, “about 20 students are active in
Student Council.”
Active members enjoy doughnuts at
the morning meetings and lots of social
time with friends and peers.
According to Emma Russell, sixth
grade STUCO member, “Student Council is fun because many posters are made,
fundraisers are held, and lots of fun experiences are shared.”
This newsletter is a product
of the CHS Print Media
class taught by Mrs. Christy
Heimericks.
Pinto Connection staff:
Brayden Ash, Wyatt Bonecutter, Hunter Carpenter,
Nyssa Gonzalez, Richard
Hatfield, Kale McAdams,
Katelyn McClelland, Brice
Miller, Dylan Vines
Contact Information: Print
Media Class, California
High School, 1501 W.
Buchanan, California, MO
65018 or (573)796-4911
Printed by Central Missouri Newspapers, Inc, Jefferson City, MO
online archives: www.californiak12.
org

National Spelling Bee Begins in the Classroom
By Dylan Vines

Every year
and online textbooks. This too, has been
California Midsupported by you and the California comdle School holds
munity, making the transition to a more
a spelling bee.
rich and productive education possible.
The students parThe support doesn’t stop there. Anticipating have
nually, I receive donations from local
a chance to enbusinesses, organizations, and volunteer
ter the Regional
groups, which aid in funding multiple
Spelling Bee in
projects and initiatives. These same doColumbia, MO.
nations are evident at the elementary and
However,
stuhigh school buildings as well.
dents must first make it through the Grade-level winners move on to the
school spelling bee. Sitting: Ryland
When our students and their families
class and grade competitions.
are in times of need, these various groups
As the school librarian, Jill Mei- Carlyle, DJ Schneider, Enrique Garcia,
Danika, Korenberg, Jordan Dixon, Zach
work together with individual commusenheimer has run the bee for the past
Branch, Lydia Banderman, Mikayla
nity members to help provide initiatives
six years.
Diehls, Maliki Christian, and Alyssa
like Buddy Packs, Circle of Sharing, GivMeisenheimer said, “I would love Roney. Standing: Jaden Trachsel, Jacob
ing Tree, and canned food drives, none of
to improve the interest level of stu- McCracken, Litzi Romo, Hailey Veltrop,
which would be possible without comdents, but I just haven’t come up with a and Bethany Holt.
munity support.
good plan for that.”
Even when our school district grieves
Every student participating in the asked each year to pronounce the
the loss of beloved employees, or our
spelling bee has an opportunity to do words so that the students feel it is
students suffer a tragedy, or experience
well. All of them are given a list to more formal. This year Nancy Lewhouse fires, the community of California
study prior to the contest. The winning is, former CMS librarian, was asked
pulls together to assist them in their time
student is rewarded by going to the re- to pronounce. She started taking the
of need.
gional bee in Columbia. If they make students to the Regional Spelling Bee
This overwhelming support is what
it through the regional bee, then they during her tenure.
makes California great.
move on to Washington D.C.
Lewis, who now works at the
As I look to the future, I know that the
“I think teachers like the fact that Moniteau County Library, said, “I was
community of California will continue to
kids are rewarded for something edu- very pleased to be asked to return for
show their support for the school district.
cational instead of sports as sports are this event. I always enjoyed doing it.”
The years go by quickly, and sometimes
heavily promoted in school,” said MeiThe winner of the school bee will
we lose track of just how much has hapsenheimer.
have their name added to a plaque in
pened.
Someone outside the school is the school office.
I am grateful for the opportunity to
reflect on everything that has occurred during the nine
years I have been here. I am blessed to have witnessed
In my room . . . Boys P.E. with Coach Miller
the support that this community has shown. Because of
by Kale McAdams
to the health room for lessons
that, it has been, is, and always will be, a great day to be
In Coach Doug Miller’s about personal hygiene and
a Pinto and a member of the California community.
P.E. class, students do more safety. This may include a vid-

Parent Teacher
Conferences

Middle/High School
Conferences
Thursday, Mar. 16
4-8 p.m.
Elementary School
Conferences
Tuesday, Mar. 21
4-8 p.m.

than just test their physical
skills. They receive a wellrounded physical education.
Stretching and strengthening exercises on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
Although
these are mostly
student-led, Miller takes over by
the end. He leads
more
physical
warm-ups, such
as pushups, situps,
and Coach’s favorite: four-count
leg lifts.
On Wednesdays the boys go

eo about hunting safety.
Three days a week, the
boys meet with the girls P.E.
class, taught by Jennifer Porter,
to play a game such as dodgeball.

Califor nia High School

FFA Activities Invoke Member Communication
by Hunter Carpenter

FFA has been a
part of this high school
for many years, during
which the members
have had many monthly meetings.
During
these
monthly
meetings
students catch up on
all things going on in
the FFA whether it be
details about past or
future events. After
the meetings are over,
members can partake in an activity that
has been chosen by the FFA chapter officers over the summer. These activities
can range from a movie night to a tournament of muddy volleyball games.
According to Lee Longan, one of
the chapter’s advisors, the meeting activity has been a tradition for over 25 years.
He notes that there is a difference in attendance based on activities.
“A lot of members enjoy the mud
volleyball activity. They divide into
teams and really have a good time. That
is the most attended meeting and activity,” said Longan. “Underground Farm is
a great activity as well and several members attend it.”
California’s chapter has a huge
membership at 207 students. According
to Longan about 75 members attend the
monthly meetings, on average.
Allee Koestner, the chapter’s treasurer, said, “I would say that the scavenger hunt meeting is one of my favorites. I
also enjoy the hayride and bonfire meeting that we have in the fall.”
In regards to the post-meeting activities, Longan said, “It’s not so much about
playing games as it is having an activity
for the members to do. The members
enjoy spending time together, and being
able to work together on team events is a
great opportunity for the students.”
Another activity held by our FFA
chapter that is nation-wide is FFA week.
FFA week comes around every year and
is Saturday to Saturday, encompassing
Washington’s birthday, February 22.
This year’s FFA week takes place from
February 18 to 25.
Longan said FFA week was started
“To celebrate the organization’s impact
on the school and community.”
“I enjoy FFA week. FFA is the biggest student organization that we have in
our school. FFA week gives us a chance

CHS Math Department Seeing Growth
by Kale McAdams and Wyatt Bonecutter

California High School has five
math teachers (shown left to right):
Ashley Reno, Tabatha Silvey, Dixie
Trester, Denise Banderman, and Chrissy Yingst. Although young in the profession, their teamwork has established
their department as one that gets solid
results.
Only having taught math for 21
years combined, the most seasoned
teacher on the team is Trester with seven years.
Members of the FFA sing Christmas songs at
the Moniteau Care Center. Caroling is a part
of their December chapter meeting.

to promote FFA and show our pride in the
agriculture industry,” said Koestner.
During FFA week the members of the
chapter dress up in fashions chosen by the
officers and partake in other fun things
like “Drive your Tractor to School Day.”
They also show appreciation by cooking
a meal for the teachers in the school.
The FFA holds many activities for the
students and shows a great pride in doing so. These activities are not only fun
for the students but also promotes teamwork, cooperation, and communication
throughout the members of the FFA.

what other resources they use outside
the department.
Kirksey said, “As principal, my
role in the meetings is to share a vision
for our school, to collaborate with the
teachers to ensure that we create the
best possible learning environment,
to help the teachers monitor student
growth, and to provide the resources
and training the teachers need to be
the best math teachers they can be.”
They don’t consider one member
a leader but believe it is key that everyone feels equally
important.
Silvey said, “We
all share the same
amount of responsibility in the group.”
“I have been in
education more than
20 years. Based on
my experiences, I
believe our math
team is one of the
best teams I have ever worked with in
my career,” said Kirksey.
Their goals seem fairly difficult.
Silvey said, “Improving ACT and
EOC scores,” were their short-term
goals. In the long-term they hope to
“increase the number of students in
upper level mathematics and get more
students college and career ready.”

Their success begins with daily
communications. They have meetings
every day and also have a group text
so they can communicate with one another if they have issues or concerns.
They have their meeting in a classroom during their planning time, which
is the last period, so it can go as long as
three hours.
When the math
teachers meet, they Silvey Leads CHS as Student Council President
by Wyatt Bonecutter
discuss
student
StuCo president for 2016-17
achievement, plan
has been senior Dylan Silvey, son
their lessons, and
of Dale and Kim Silvey.
discuss
activities
Council advisor Jamie Johnto make math more
ston said, “Dylan has a cheerful
pleasant.
personality and sets a positive
Math
teacher
High School Gym
tone for our council. He has done
Tabatha Silvey said,
a great job leading assemblies.”
“We
also
benefit
Wednesday, March 29
“You can’t be afraid to be in
from Mr. Kirksey’s
front of people because that’s
Open to the public
input and advice
in our meetings,” most of the job,” said Dylan who wants “to give students a
3:30-6:30 p.m.
when
discussing reliable source, make assemblies fun, and get more students
involved.”
He is in many school activities such as NHS, football,
choir, DECA, Tri-M, and Jazz Band. As president, Dylan
leads all school assemblies and student council meetings.
He also helps plan council-led events.
Sunday, March 12
Dylan chose Cassie Dearixon to be his vice president.
2:00 p.m.
“We have been friends for a long time and decided together
California Performing that we would be a good pair for the job,” said Dylan.
He works at Burgher Haus, and has two siblings: his
Arts Center
older brother Tyler and his younger sister Myra. Upon
graduation, Dylan will attend State Fair Community College and then become a highway patrolman.

NHS
Blood Drive
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