The International
Baccalaureate
Diploma
Programme

Preparing students for success in higher education
and to be active participants in a global society.

DP
The International
Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme (IB DP)
Is a two-year educational
program primarily aimed at
11th and 12th grade
students.
It is an academically
challenging and balanced
program with final
examinations that prepare
students for success at
university and life beyond.

DP students must choose one course
from each of five subject groups
delivering a breadth of knowledge
and understanding in Spanish:
literature, English: language &
literature, Individuals and Societies,
the Sciences and Mathematics.
Furthermore, students must also
choose either a Visual Arts or
Business & Management course.

Our goal is to educate students to be confident and
capable inquirers who can apply knowledge to
reach their goals and contribute to create a better
and more peaceful world.

Why the IB Diploma Programme?
Through the high standards and extensive vision on the IB DP, John F. Kennedy
School has helped students since 1997 to achieve the skills, knowledge and attitudes
required in this increasingly globalized world. Being a knowledgeable student is not
enough anymore. Teamwork, languages, technology, ethics, tolerance, research and
involvement in the community, are tools that IB DP provides students with; thus they
may successfully face the future.
This program:

Encourages
students to think
critically and
challenge what they
are told

Is
independent of
governments and
national systems, and
therefore able to
incorporate best practice
from a range of
international frameworks
and curricula

Urges
students to
consider both their
local and international
environment

Core Requirements

In addition to disciplinary and interdisciplinary study, the DP features three core elements
that broaden students’ educational experience and challenge them to apply their
knowledge and skills.

1

Extended Essay
Each student has the opportunity to study in depth a topic of his/her interest,
related to one of their chosen subjects of study, giving them the opportunity to
practice writing skills and college-level research.

2
3

Theory of Knowledge
Designed to encourage critical reflection on the knowledge and experiences
acquired inside and outside the classroom, Theory of Knowledge challenges
students to question the basis of knowledge, to be aware of ideological biases and
to develop the ability to analyze evidence.

Creativity, Activity
and Service (CAS)
Encourages students to share their energy and special talents with others. Through
specific projects or experiences that provide service to people and communities, they
learn that the importance of this collaboration lies not only in what they can do for
others, but what they learn about themselves.

The IB DP student:
IB DP students see learning as a life process in which failure is transformed into opportunity,
and personal ideas are enriched through collaboration. This is the kind of leadership that
distinguishes our students in all aspects of their life, not only as students but as
professionals, human beings and engaged citizens.
Teaching and learning in the DP measures the extent to which students master basic and
advanced academic skills, such as:

Thinking skills

Communication skills
Social skills

Research skills

Self-management skills

Assessment in the DP
Students take written examinations at the end of the program, which are marked by
external IB examiners. They also complete assessment tasks in the school, which are
either initially marked by teachers and then moderated by external moderators or sent
directly to external examiners.

Benefits of The IB Diploma
Programme
for the JFK Community
It provides an internationally accepted qualification for entry into higher education. It enjoys a
high level of respect and recognition among the world’s higher education institutions (over
2100 universities and higher education institutions around the world).
Through the DP, our School is able to develop students who:






Have excellent breadth and depth of knowledge.
Flourish physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically.
Study at least two languages.
Excel in traditional academic subjects.
Explore the nature of knowledge through the program’s unique theory of
knowledge course.
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