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Help Wanted

College students
who are returning to
Baker City for the summer are encouraged
to apply for a position
at Summer Academy,
which runs June 27
through Aug. 3 —
Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m.
If interested, applications are available
at the district office,
2090 Fourth St.

CALENDAR
June

4: Graduation, 2 p.m.,
Bulldog Memorial
Stadium
6: Last day of school
for students
7: Last day of school
for teachers
15: School board
meets, 6 p.m., district
office

Bulldog Pride
Baker School District 5J
2090 Fourth St.
Baker City, OR 97814
541-524-2260
www.baker5j.org

Connect

Please "like" Baker
School District 5J
on Facebook

May 2017

District launches new website:
See Page 5

A summer of learning
Special programs are offered for grade levels across the district

J

ason Todd says Summer Academy is all
about an attitude
change.
"You get to be a part of
this — that came from the
students," he said.
After last year's pilot program of Summer Academy
— six weeks of academics,
field trips, science experiments, movement and more
— he saw a unique reaction
from the students.
"They said 'Mr. Todd, do I
get to go to summer school
again?' " he said.
This year's Summer Academy runs June 27 to Aug. 3
and meets three days a week
— Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
Jason will be head teacher
this year, and he said it will
look mostly the same as last
year, which was designed
from scratch by Dan Van
Winkle.
"I have huge shoes to fill,"
Jason said.
He said they have increased the enrollment to
200, and will have nine
teachers to lead classes for
grades 1-6. The staff also
includes a paraprofessional
for every classroom, and six
high school students.
The teachers, who may or

Students who participate in the school district's Summer Academy will again get to try science
experiments, like this one from last summer's session.

may not be teaching their
regular grade level, design
their own curriculum for
Summer Academy that
aligns with the grade.
Depending on the age
of enrolled students, some
grades may have multiple
classes. Jason suspects the
majority of kids will be
in the younger age range,
grades 1-3.
Every class will go on a
field trip each week, and
the rest of the school day
will have academic time
plus activities provided by

community partners, such
as the Baker YMCA, New
Directions Northwest, OSU
Extension Service and more.
Also, a block of reading time
is scheduled for every day.
"Everybody has a book in
front of them, including me,"
he said.
Changes this year are
based on feedback from the
2016 session. One includes
shortening the afternoon
blocks of activity to allow
for five-minute transitions.
Another change is to allow for a bit more academic

teaching time.
The summer session will
end with a celebration for
those who missed only three
days (this allows for students
who want to participate in
other community camps).
Last year, the students and
staff spent a day at the Pendleton Water Park.
"It's really celebrating
making it through the program," Jason said.
See page 3
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Excellent subs

T

wo long-term subs at South Baker
have been a wonderful addition to
our staff this spring. They handle their
duties professionally and help make
the teacher/sub transition as nearly
seamless as possible for students. I see
them every day covering playground
duty, working patiently with students,
and helping out all around the building wherever an extra hand is needed.
They always manage to cover their own
duties and pick up extra ones willingly
and cheerfully. They are appreciated by
students and staff alike, and it is a joy to
have them in our building.
Thank you, Sue Danielson and Michelle Coley for all you do!

Shout Outs
Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers, parents, community members - anyone who wants to recognize someone for a
job well done.
Submissions can be 100 words or less, and include a photograph if
available. Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Faith Plummer, South Baker

and is in touch with Baker High School
students to fill our six work experience
positions. He facilitated a start up meeting with our nine community partners
and is in the process of meeting individually with each partner to develop
specific plans for their involvement.
Jason has reviewed the information
and data from our 2016 program, gathered input from staff and families and
regularly touches base with his partner
in crime, Millie Lutz, to make sure we
are getting information out in preparation for the June 27 start date.
And did I mention this is all in addition to his full time "day job" as kindergarten teacher at Brooklyn Primary?
Mr. Todd is a fantastic advocate for
Summer Academy program. Thanks for
your hard work on this!

Betty Palmer, Assistant
Superintendent

Kind, compassionate

L

isa Davis is our amazing Special
Ed instructor at South Baker
Intermediate. She is kind, compassionate, understanding and always looking
for programs to better educate all the
students who come to the Learning
Center as well as searching for new/
unique methods for us paraprofessionals
to utilize in our work with the different
personalities and abilities of each child.
She is organized, intelligent and a pleasure to work with! And...she's always
looking out for us. Thank you, Lisa.
P.S. She can be very, very funny, too!

Dixie Sutton, South Baker

Amazing in his role

I

wanted to take a minute in all of
our busy schedules to let you know
how much I appreciate Bob Ward. He is
amazing in his role, and beyond that he
is responsive, kind and extremely helpful. I know I am not alone at Brooklyn
in saying how grateful I am that he is on
our team.
Thank you for having such an incredible person assigned to Brooklyn!

Jeana Phillips, Counselor,
Brooklyn Primary

Parents a big help

I

would like to give a big shout out to
Kim Jonas and Mandy Wirth. Both
Kim and Mandy have spent many hours
helping with the set and props for our

Flexible and helpful

S

hout out to Nicole Miller for
always being flexible and helpful.
Glad you're on the South Baker team!.

Erin Callahan, South Baker

Keating parents Kim Jonas and Mandy Wirth have helped with preparations
for the school play, and Kim painted this mural on the school's stage.
spring play.
Kim has spent over 14 hours working on the mural for the backdrop of the
play. Mandy has helped to make guitars,
fiddles, banjos, and other set pieces.
Your help has been instrumental in
making our play a success for our kids.
I appreciate your help and dedication to
our school and kids. Thank you!

Toni Myers, Keating

and running, and Mr. Merrill deserves a
lot of thanks for the end results!

Skye Flanagan, Principal of
Haines and Keating schools

Taking care of details

S

hout out to Jandy Eskew for her
work to keep us afloat as we navigate the fifth grade Expeditions — taking care of the many details.

Tay Mohr, South Baker

Behind the scenes

I

would like to give a shout out to
Mr. Ben Merrill for all his behind
the scenes work this year with our digital networking and communication platforms. Mr. Merrill has spent countless
hours with social media, videographers,
photographers, and website design companies in an effort to recognize all the
amazing things Baker School District
has to offer its students.
By the time this comes out, the new
district and school websites will be up

Working hard for
Summer Academy

T

his shout out is for Jason Todd,
lead teacher for the 2017 Summer Academy program. Jason came in
to this position a month ago and has put
in a tremendous amount of work as we
gear up for this summer's program.
He's interviewed and filled most of
the teaching and para-professional spots

Successful field trip

I

would like to give a shout out to:
all 6th grade students, substitutes,
volunteers, bus drivers, para-professionals and our field trip hosts for making
it through a day of snow, rain, sleet,
wind, stopped trains and wet grass! The
weather does not always cooperate during a field trip that was planned months
ago! Thankfully, we saw many species
of birds and got to be at the base of a
210-foot wind turbine.
Thank you, thank you, thank you,

Mandie Rose, South Baker

Thanks, Vickie!

I

want to send a big thank you to
Vickie Christensen for helping me
with my retirement paperwork.
She has always been incredibly
helpful with insurance questions, so it
should come as no surprise to anyone
that she would be so helpful now. Thank
you, Vickie!

Merrie Hensley,
South Baker
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Continued from Page 1
Also, all the kids will be treated to
swimming at Sam-O Swim Center and
ice cream in the park.
Summer Academy is mainly funded
by grants: $15,000 from the Leo Adler
Community Foundation; $30,000
Umpqua Impact Grant (part of a three
year grant for a total of $90,000);
$20,000 from the Oregon Community
Foundation; and a three-year grant
from the Ford Family Foundation for
$75,000 ($30,000 first year, $25,000
second and $20,000 third).

Kindergarten Camp

New this year, a program called
Kindergarten Camp will run the same
days as Summer Academy to help
incoming kindergartners get ready for
school.
"Our whole hope is we will help
them transition to Brooklyn so when
school starts, they are ready to be a
student," said Melissa Garner, who
will be head teacher of the program.
She said the students — about 18
— will learn school routines, expectations and light academics such as
reviewing the alphabet, numbers up to
10 and writing names.
Kindergarten Camp will meet June
27 to Aug. 3, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Baker Middle School

Grants are funding three programs
this summer at Baker Middle School
— two are new and one is in its second year.
The first, called June Experience, is
open to students currently in grades
6-8. The session runs June 13-30 and
will be held at Baker High School.
"All of it is going to be related to the
solar eclipse," said Chris Carmiencke,
BMS principal. "We'll focus on the
theme, and the skills will follow."
The program will include hands-on
learning, physical education and more,
all focused on exploring the question of "Why is the eclipse such a big
deal?"
He hopes to have 40 participants.
All who attend seven or more of the

The schedule at Summer Academy will include reading time every day.

nine sessions will be treated to a day
at Roaring Springs Water Park in Meridian, Idaho.
June Experience is funded by a
three-year grant from the Oregon
Community Foundation of $55,000
each year. Chris said each subsequent
June Experience will be designed
around a relevant theme.
"It's not just a one-time deal," he
said of the program.
The BMS Algebra Readiness course
will run July 11 to Aug. 3, for about
30 students.
"Don't let the name fool you," Chris
said. "It will focus on STEM rather
than basic math skills."
He said algebra skills will be taught
through robotics and coding.
"Applying math to the real world,"
he said.
Algebra Readiness is open to all
current eighth-graders who are in
pre-algebra. It will run for four weeks,
three hours a day, three days a week.
Also, there is an opportunity for two
high school students to have a paid internship by working with the program.
Students who attend at least 10
of the 12 sessions will earn a trip to
Roaring Springs.

Algebra Readiness is funded by a
grant from "STEM Beyond School."
The robotics and coding kits used in
the summer will be available during
the regular school year, too.
The third summer program at BMS
will be Jump Start, Aug. 1-18. This is
the program's second year, and it will
be expanded a bit compared to the
2016 version.
This is open to 40 incoming seventh- and eighth-graders. It runs for
three weeks, with classroom activities
Tuesday through Thursday and field
trips on Friday.
This year's focus is natural resources
in Baker County. Topics will include:
beavers; forest and fire ecology; and
outdoor recreation and tourism.
Jump Start is also funded by "STEM
Beyond School."
Again, students who meet the attendance requirements will earn a trip
to Roaring Springs.
"It's a great incentive," Chris said.

BTI

This summer, Baker Technical
Institute is partnering with Eastern
Oregon University to offer courses for
students and community members.

"We're partnering with EOU to provide opportunities for high school and
college students across the region,"
said Doug Dalton, president of BTI.
During EOU's summer institute,
BTI will provide instructors for career
and technical courses. These include:
medical classes (nursing assistant
certification and wilderness advanced
first aid); introduction to heavy equipment; and technical writing, which
focuses on grants, requests for proposals, etc. Those in the technical writing course can earn college credits
through Marylhurst College.
BTI will also host a "Women in
Trades" workshop, which includes
time in La Grande and Baker County
to gain classroom skills and participate in job shadowing.
"It builds their resume, and puts
them in the workplace," Doug said.
Also, these summer classes will
give students a chance to experience
college life by living on campus if
they choose.
Doug said the plan is to continue
and expand the summer program in
2018.
Cost varies by course. For more
information, call 541-519-2671.
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'Scientist-in-Residence'

Eric Layton brings science projects to Haines School

E

ric Layton faces the crowd
of kids, then snugs safety
goggles on his face to guard
against the 50 projectiles pointed at
him.
"OK pilots!" he says, and the
youngsters draw back their arms,
ready to launch paper airplanes
across the basketball court.
He counts down to one and white
paper planes fly through the air —
some soaring past the 25-foot mark
and others taking a quick nosedive to
the ground.
When the kindergartners and firstgraders have retrieved their planes
and reassembled at the fence, Eric
suggests possible tweaks to the
designs — mainly straightening out
crumpled noses so the airplanes fly a
bit straighter.
After a few more test flights it's
time to head back inside Haines
School, where the next set of students are ready to learn some science.
Eric, who teaches at Baker Web
Academy, was the "scientist-inresidence" for two weeks in May at
Haines Elementary.
He worked with grades kindergarten to 3 for the first week, then
grades 4 through 6 the second week.
The science unit was funded by the
school's Parent-Teacher-Community
Organization (PTCO), which provides funds for programs such as this
through several fundraisers, including a dessert auction and chili feed.
Eric covered different topics with
each grade. With the third-graders,
he first set up prepared slides for the
microscopes. Next, he helped the
kids make slides to examine organisms found in pond water.
Third-grader Ezra Thomas peered
into his microscope at an insect
wing, then looked up with a big grin.

Summer
Lunch
Program:
June 12 to
Aug. 18

T

One project with "scientist-in-residence" Eric Layton found the kindergartners
and first-graders fashioning their own paper airplanes to test on the Haines
School basketball court.

"It's really
cool," he said.
"It looks like a
mini world."
Then he
moved to a
station where
the slide had
samples of four
different fabrics
— nylon, cotton,
silk and wool.
He didn't see
much difference
between the
four, then thirdFelicity Bernardy, right, takes her turn at the microscope
grade teacher
while her partner, Jasmine Cole, waits to hear what she
Mary Black
sees.
asked him to
look again.
again, and then up at his teacher with
"Look at the fibers — are they
a smile.
different thicknesses? Different
"Oh yeah!" he said, his face lightlengths?" she said.
ing up at his discovery.
Ezra peered into the microscope

he Baker School
District will once
again offer the
summer lunch program,
which provides free meals
to all children age 18 and
younger.
The program runs from
Monday, June 12, through
Friday, Aug. 18. No meals
will be served on Tuesday,
July 4.
This year there are three
locations lunch is served:
• North Baker Elementary, 2725 Seventh St.: 11:15
a.m., Monday through
Friday
• Geiser Pollman Park:
noon, Monday through
Friday
• Haines Library, 818
Cole St.: 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays only
There is no fee and no registration to get a free lunch
— kids simply have to show
up at serving time. Parents
can eat for $3.
For more information, call
Jessica Dalton, 541-5242260.
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Guitar instructor learns along with her middle school students

H

annah Violette
strums her guitar
along with her
students, saying the notes
as they follow along to the
music.
Then she stops playing,
and looks up at her class.
"Oh — I lost you already."
Then she shares a smile
with the circle of musicians.
"I lost me already, too,"
she says.
The year-long guitar
class at Baker Middle
School is offered to both
seventh- and eighth-grade
students.
This is Hannah's first
year as choral director
for BMS and Baker High
School, and that role
included teaching a guitar
class at the middle school.
Except she didn't play
guitar.
"I had a guitar — but
only knew five chords,"
she said.
So she began the year in
essentially the same spot as
her students.
"We've all been on this
grand collaborative journey," she said. "We've all
had fun making mistakes
together."
Three students had former guitar experience; the
rest were beginners.
"Right at the end of
sixth-grade," said Jordan
Bryant, a seventh-grader.
The school guitars didn't
arrive until three weeks
after school started.
"We had cups," said Ge-

Guitar students at Baker Middle School include, from left, Gauge Bloomer, Jesse Maldonado, Lacy Churchfield and Cody Skidgel.

rardo Gonzalez. "How do
you learn to play a guitar
with cups?"
Cups might not be a
guitar, but they can make
music.
"We did rhythm games,"
Hannah said.
Once the guitars did arrive, the students could use
one just at school, or take
it home to practice for a
$30 rental fee.
Some kids have personal
guitars they bring to play
in class.

W

hen asked
which song
the students
know the best, Hannah
looks around the room and
says "Turn to 'Au Clair de
la Lune'" — which is met
with a chorus of "yay!"
Then everyone concentrates to play their bestknown song.
Next up: "Let's do 'Aura

Clayton Dennis, left, and Jordan Bryant follow closely as
they practice a song on their guitars.

Lee,'" Conner Chastain
suggests.
Hannah smiles.
"This is our attempt at
Elvis," she says, and pages
rustle as everyone finds the
song.
The students in this class,
she said, are not in band or

choir.
"It's reaching a different
demographic of kids," she
said.
They will, however,
perform two pieces in the
middle school music concert at 7 p.m. June 1 in the
BMS gym.

5

District launches
new websites
Baker School District 5J has
launched its new website, www.
baker5j.org.
The theme behind the website
was designed to act as a onestop-shop of information for
students, families, and staff.
"Each school site is laid out to
provide ease-of-use for families
with students in multiple buildings," said Ben Merrill, technology director. "User-friendly
engagement tools will make
interacting with the staff much
easier and accurate."
The websites highlight the
district's new logo and the "Celebrate Baker City" video that
highlights the school district
and community.
Links provide easy access
to Friday Academy activities,
summer programs, online payments for meals, and more.
Here is a list of the new website, and each school's direct
site:
• Baker School District:
www.baker5j.org
• Baker High School:
bhs.baker5j.org
• Baker Middle School:
bms.baker5j.org
•South Baker Intermediate:
sbi.baker5j.org
• Brooklyn Primary School:
brooklyn.baker5j.org
• Haines Elementary School:
haines.baker5j.org
• Keating Elementary School:
keating.baker5j.org
• Eagle Cap Innovative High
School: eaglecap.baker5j.org
If you have questions or comments, send an email to ben.
merrill@bakersd.org.
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Spotlights
Happenings from
around the district

South Baker sixth-graders celebrated Earth Day in April with an optional ride to school in the morning (it was raining, so only about 10 joined teachers Mandie Rose and Dan Van Winkle), then a walk
or bike ride to the park after lunch. The day ended with several projects back at school, including
making monsters using plastic bottles and fabric scraps.

Allison Sandoval, a
kindergartner at Brooklyn Primary, took a turn
petting a horse during
the annual Farm Day at
Baker High School, when
FFA students organize
stations to teach kindergarten students about
animals, soil, honeybees,
plants and how to make
butter.

ABOVE: Jayden Berry and Sydney Lamb, both
seventh-graders at Baker Middle School, earned
first place in the "Rube Goldberg" science fair
with their invention of a machine that helps
pull up pants. Their prize was $200 from Natural
Structures, which sponsored the fair and provided cash prizes for first, second and third place.
Ted and Jodi Hausotter, who own Natural Structures, presented the checks.

RIGHT: Haley Frampton, right,
and Bostyn Carradine "cultivate"
a field during the annual Field to
Fork event for fifth-graders at
the OSU Extension Office. Over
two days, students from across
the county learn about where
their food comes from, and how
farming affects us all.
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Exchange program with China in the works

Five representatives from Baker School District traveled to China during spring break

D

ave Laws doesn't have
much opportunity to
practice his Chinese in Baker
City, but during a 12-day trip to
China this spring, he had ample
chances to use his language
skills.
"It was a very meaningful
trip for me," said Dave, who
teaches English at Baker High
School. "It was so much fun,
incredible."
He has a master's degree
from Stanford University in
Chinese language and literature.
During spring break, he and
three others from Baker City
traveled to China to establish a
relationship that will hopefully
lead to exchange programs
with two high schools.
"We were trying to roll it out
and see if they were interested," Dave said.
Also on the trip was school
superintendent Mark Witty,
technology director Ben Merrill, and Dr. Thomas Joseph,
who also teaches English at
BHS.
The Chinese connection
started several years ago when
Witty, who was superinten-

From left: Mark Witty, Principal Wang, Dave Laws, Ben Merrill
and Dr. Thomas Joseph.
dent in John Day at the time,
received a grant. Since then, a
group of Chinese students has
spent three weeks in Eastern
Oregon every summer.
This year, 14 students and
two adults will be visiting from
July 15-29. The district is currently seeking host families.
Witty is hoping to establish
more exchange programs as
well, such a semester or yearlong experience in Baker City,
for which the students would
pay a tuition to the district.
These programs, along with the
summer camp, provide oppor-

tunities for the Chinese students to improve their English
skills.
Those who opt for the yearlong option will have completed their 11th year of school and
earned a diploma, then come
to Oregon and earn a diploma
here.
(In China, the 12th year is
spent studying seven days a
week for the Gaokao, a college
entrance exam.)
Then, with a U.S. high
school diploma, the students
could enroll at Eastern Oregon
University and pay in-state

In addition to visiting with Chinese schools, the travelers from
Baker City had time to see special sites, including these terra
cotta warriors.
tuition.
"The buy-in is if you learn
English, it'll open up doors for
you," Dave said.
"English is the business language of the world," Mark said.
There would also be an
opportunity for Baker High
students to spend their spring

break in China.
"Part of the reason is to create awareness of multicultural
worldviews," Dave said.
Their 12 days in China was
"completely packed full of
activities."
"A lot of sight-seeing — it
was really cool," Dave said.

Facilities Planning Committee busy touring buildings

By Kim Mosier

B

aker School District 5J has put
together a committee of local
community members to give input on
the needs of the aging facilities within
the district. The Long-Range Facilities
Planning (LRFP) committee is also being asked to come up with a recommendation for a way forward for the old,
often deteriorating, but also beautiful
buildings that provide a place to educate
our community’s children every day.
Last February, I agreed to be part of
this LRFP committee.
Quite a lot of work has been put into
this process since March when we first

met. The committee began by reviewing the newly updated Facilities Master
Plan. The Master Plan includes a very
thorough analysis of the condition
of every system within every school
(structural, mechanical and electrical),
as well as the property surrounding each
building. It has also all been reviewed
by engineers and an architectural team.
The LRFP committee paid particular
attention to those facilities and systems
that have fallen below an “adequate”
standard, and the costs associated with
bringing these to a level of function
that would be acceptable for use in the
education of our children.
Wanting to see for ourselves, the com-

mittee began tours of buildings within
the district. In one long day we toured
Brooklyn Primary, South Baker Intermediate, Baker Middle School, Baker
High School, North Baker School,
Keating Elementary School and Haines
Elementary School.
It was an eye-opening experience and
I think we all came away with a greater
appreciation for the work of the educators in this community.
Many teachers and educational
professionals are working in astoundingly tight quarters, accommodating for
leaking roofs and warping floors, and
seeing shrinking libraries to provide for
instructional space.

We also learned of a universal concern regarding the congestion and safety
challenges at nearly every campus at the
beginning and end of each day while
buses and parents transport students to
and from school.
In spite of these challenges, our
educators are cheerfully shaping the
minds of our most valuable resource:
our children.
After getting a handle on what actually exists within our district, the LRFP
committee will tour newly constructed
Continued on Page 8
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Answer to win...
Send in answers to the following questions by June 2 to be
entered in a drawing for a
$30 gift certificate to Barley
Brown’s!
1. When does Summer Academy
start?
2. What country did Dave Laws
visit during spring break?
3. What local event will students
in June Experience study?
4. What does Keating School
auction for their fundraiser?
5. What is the school district's
new website address?
Send your answers to https://
goo.gl/SjZsX8 for a chance to
win.
Also, if you’d like an electronic
version of this publication,
please let us know that, too.
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Keating comes together
H

er boot spurs jingle
as Kodi Bates
comes on stage, her
bejeweled belt sparkling in
the lights.
Then the cowgirl — playing the lead part of Cindy
Ellen in this Cinderella story
— ducks her head and starts
sweeping at the order of her
nasty step mom (whom everyone calls "Rattlesnake").
And so goes the play, as
students rehearse their lines
at the encouragement of
Keating School teachers Toni
Myers and Amanda Wilde.
And then, after the "wedding" of Cindy Ellen to her
Joe Prince, all 28 students
stream off the stage to take
places around the room and
practice their line dancing.
Amanda, who is head
teacher at Keating, smiles
as the dancers try to follow
Kodi's lead, then shoos everyone outside for recess on
this sunny spring day.
The students put in hours
of memorizing and rehearsing in preparation for the
school's annual play and dessert auction — a fundraiser
tradition of many, many
years.
This is Amanda's first year
at Keating, and the play tradition is continuing as normal.
"People expect it — it's
what Keating does," she said.
The event, held May 25
this year, annually draws a
crowd of about 200 — parents, grandparents and community members — to enjoy
dinner outside, a live dessert
auction (some items go for

Continued from Page 7
schools in neighboring
communities to get some
perspective on what might be
possible here.
The committee is working
through its recommendation

Kodi Bates, playing the character of Cindy Ellen, rehearses with her fellow Keating
School classmates. Each year, the school's main fundraiser involves a live dessert auction
and play put on by the students.
many hundreds of dollars),
an art show, and the play put
on by the Keating kids.
This year's performance
was based on the book
"Cindy Ellen, A Wild Western Cinderella Story."
The fundraiser helps with
playground improvements,
classroom supplies, and
technology.
"This is how we raise
money for the school,"
Amanda said. "The kids do
handwritten invites to people
who have come before."

Every student has a part in the Keating play, from kindergartners up to sixth-graders.

This year Keating has 28
students ranging from kindergarten to grade 6.
The school has two classrooms. In the morning, Toni,
who is part-time, teaches
grades K-2, while Amanda
has those in grades 3-6.

In the afternoon, Amanda
has all 28 kids in the same
room.
Prior to her position at Keating, she taught third grade
for 11 years in Baker City.
"You go from knowing
one curriculum really well
to knowing a K through 6
curriculum really well," she
said.

The afternoons are focused
more on group projects that
can be adjusted for multiple
ages.
"We do a lot of science, art
and social studies," she said.
And she likes to see the
interaction between older and
younger students.
"They are great mentors to
the little kids," she said.

for how to move forward,
but conversation continues
among the committee members and the community at
large.
I know I have had many
people talk with me about
what they’d like to see for the

district facilities, and specific
buildings in particular. I’m
sure others on the committee
are having the same conversations.
As part of this process, the
committee will be sharing the
information we’ve learned

with the community, and
will have several outlets for
gathering input.
This part of the process
promises to be very exciting.
We all get to dream a little
about what schools can look
like in our district.

The smallest school

