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Student Choices

Life is all about choices. Every day when we get
up we start making choices on how to handle the
events we will encounter. Will we take care of our
business for the day or not? If we do not, then what
are the consequences? If there is too much to get
done in one day, how do we determine what is most
important to accomplish? Every choice we make
affects not only ourselves but also those around us.
Developing the skill to make good choices is one
of the most important things we try to develop at
Franklin ISD.
While parents and students often get caught up in
the grades students receive for coursework, there
is a more important concern. Are our children
developing the skills they need to be successful in
the future? Are they learning from the choices they
make each day?
Each child develops at a different pace. We often
see students who are successful at an early age but
fall behind as their class moves toward adulthood.
Some students mature early and dominate youth
sports but become complacent in their abilities and
find that harder working competitors surpass them
in high school. Some students begin school as high
level readers because their parents read to them at
an early age but do not continue to read on their own
and fall behind as the curriculum becomes more
rigorous. Our children need to understand that they
must make the choice to grow and develop every
day, constantly striving to better themselves to be
competitive in our world today.
One of the biggest mistakes we make as parents
is the constant comparison of our children to the

students standing beside them. The problem
with local comparison is that every career today
is global. Our children will be competing for jobs
against people they may never meet. Whether they
are competing for a position with a company, sports
team, or orchestra after graduation, our children will
be competing against individuals from around the
world.
Skills that go beyond those graded in a classroom
are important in a global market. There are
hundreds of thousands of students in our world that
can make an “A” on every assignment handed to
them in school; but to become competitive in the
global market, our students must be accountable
for their life choices as well as their grades. When
students make choices without considering the
future consequences of their decisions, relevant
folk wisdom shares that students encounter “six
inch disease.” “Six inch disease” is the inability to
see further than six inches in front of one’s nose
to understand the consequences of one’s choices.
Children probably struggle with this the most.
At FISD, we strive to help students understand
that the choices they make will affect their present
and future success. Choices students make in
the mastery of coursework, study skills, personal
behavior, individual practice, proper communication
skills as well as making healthy food choices all
have consequences. Giving one’s best effort every
day will lead to a better position in the global market.
Positive personal choices lead to better grades
in school and a future with greater opportunity for
success.
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FHS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY
9th - Boys BBall vs. Hearne
7:30p.m. @ HS Main Gym
10th - Boys & Girls Powerlifting
@ Reicher
13th - Boys BBall @ Rogers
Softball @ Clifton, 5:00p.m.
Baseball @ Caldwell, 6:00p.m.
15th - Tennis @ Franklin, 4:00p.m.
Macho Man Competition
FHS Auditorium @ 6:30p.m.
Softball @ Somerville Tournament
16th - Baseball @ Franklin, 4:30p.m.
14th-17th - TMEA All State Band
Concert
17th - Boys & Girls Powerlifting
@ Normangee
20th - Softball @ Whitney, 6:45p.m.
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Point-of-View
Russell White

2018 Senior
Favorites

A Job Well Done
While the curriculum at Franklin High
School includes many different subjects,
I believe our welding program deserves
recognition as one of our most successful
areas of study.
The FHS welding program begins under the
tutelage of Justin Tomascik in its beginner
course and is finished under the direction
of Eddie Sims. Students in Mr. Sims’ class
weld each day for at least two hours as
they develop projects designed for real life
applications. The class is constructed to
mimic a work environment through which
students have completed barbeque pits,
squeeze shoots, scales, a bucking shoot,
and hog trailers. Many of the projects they
complete stand out as contest entries at
San Antonio and Brenham as well as at the
Robertson County Fair.

Mr. & Miss FHS
Tristian Moore & Lexis Shetters

Several of our welding program graduates
have continued their education in additional
classes at TSTC or moved on to work
in the welding field. Congratulations to
our teachers and students for an ongoing
program of excellence!

22nd - 24th - Baseball @ Whitney
Tournament
23rd - 24th - Softball at Caldwell
Tournament
23rd - Tennis @ Granger
7:30a.m.
27th - Softball @Franklin, 7:00p.m.
28th - Spring Pictures
28th-March 1 - UIL Band Concert &
Sight Reading @ Groesbeck

Most Athletic
Haley Thomas & Casey Phillips

Most Likely to Succeed
Brookelynn Mack & Matt Duewall

pus News
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Corner

Get to know
your Teachers!
Misti Hughes

What made you want to start teaching?
My love for literature. I just wanted to share it with everyone.

Carrie Shields
courses taught:
English III, English IV, DAEP

What are three key words to describe yourself?
Optimistic, Outgoing, Opinionated
What do you love most about teaching at Franklin High School?
Getting to know all of the amazing students.

We would like to invite all incoming
freshmen parents to the 8th Grade
Parent Meeting, to be held on Monday,
February 26, at 6:00p.m. The meeting
will take place at Franklin High School,
Room 112.

What is your middle name?
Michelle

We will cover such topics as:
Graduation Requirements and
Credits
Course Selections and Personal
Graduation Plans
Grades/ Weighted Classes/Class
Rank
Pre-AP, AP, Dual Credit Programs
Performance Acknowledgements
EOC Testing

What is your favorite food/restaurant?
Chinese food/Jade Palace

We look forward to meeting with you!

What is your biggest pet peeve?
People jiggling my door handle rather than knocking on the door.
What do you do in your free time?
Hang out with my family and friends.
What is your biggest fear?
Failure and spiders!
If you could vacation anywhere, where would you go?
The Maldives, Malta, or Greece

Best Dressed
Jonathan Wells & Reagan Hood

Worst Drivers
William Deal & Brittany Kennemer

Most School Spirited
Braden Baade & Raven Gustavus

FMS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY
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We live in a world where most
students in middle school have
9th - StuCo Valentine’s their own cell phone. While the
technology gives parents easier
Dance
access to their children when
they’re not with them, there are
dangers of which they need to
be aware. Monitoring a child’s
phone may be perceived as
12th - FMS Boys
an intrusion of privacy but it’s
important for parents to be aware
Basketball
of how students are using their
phones. Do you know who they
@ Hearne
text, what they text, who their
friends are? Do you know which
sites they visit if their phones
have internet capabilities? Talk
to them about your rules and
14th - Progress Reports
their protection as they venture
out in the digital world.
(grade check)

19th - Staff Development

22nd - MS Track @
Anderson

Riley Caldwell aims for the
three-pointer.

Justice Wilson heads
down court.
FMS StuCo members,
Dylan Rhoden,
Chase Schoeneman,
Cody Owens and
Natalie Owens
presented words of
appreciation and
treat bags to the FISD
School Board as well
as a donation to five
local scholarships.
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As a parent, I look for ways to ask my children about
their school day. Many times it turns into me asking
“How was your day?” and I hear from them “good.” It
leaves me trying to think of better ways to ask. The
following is a list of some of my favorite conversation
starters to use with kids.
1. What made you smile today? What made you
happy?
2. Can you tell me an example of kindness you
saw/showed?
3. Was there an example of unkindness? How did
you respond?

FMS Journalism students prepared a
Black History Month display.

4. Did anyone do anything silly to make you laugh?
5. What was the best thing that happened today?
6. Did you tell anyone “thank you?”
7. Who did you sit with at lunch?
8. Were introduced to something you didn’t
understand?
9. Who inspired you today?
10. What was your least favorite part of the day?
11. Who did you play with today?
12. What is something that challenged you?
13. How did someone fill your bucket today? Did
you help anyone today?
14. Tell us your top two things from the day (before
you can be excused from the dinner table!).
15. What are you looking forward to tomorrow?
16. If you could change one thing about your day,
what would it be?

Enrichment students are collecting aluminum cans and
plastic bottles in the school lunchroom as part of their
study of recycling.

These are especially great after a long school day
when your student doesn’t want to chat. I have
started trying to ask a few questions each night and
it has made a difference in hearing about their day.
I hope these will help start conversations in your
home too.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns,
you can contact me at jreagan@franklinisd.net or
(979) 828-7200.

RRE Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY
5th-16th: Jump Rope for Heart
13th - 4th grade Writing
Benchmark
15th - 6 Week Progress Reports
will be printed @ 9 am
16th - 1st grade Field Trip to
MSC Opas
19th - Staff Development
(Student Holiday)
20th - GT Science Club @ Middle
School
26th - 4th grade Field Trip to
Innerspace Caverns

MARCH
5th - 3rd and 4th grade Math
Benchmark
6th - 3rd and 4th grade Reading
Benchmark
8th - Spring and Group Pictures
12th-16th - Spring Break
19th - PreK Graduation Pictures
22nd - 2nd grade Field Trip
to MSC Opas
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Christie Smitherman

MENTAL AND BEHAVIORAL BENEFITS
Good nutrition is essential to healthy brain
development in children which is, of course,
critical to learning.
Children who exercise regularly and eat
healthily are likely to:
• perform better academically
• feel better about themselves, their
bodies and their abilities
• cope with stress and regulate their
emotions better
• avoid feelings of low self-esteem,
anxiety, and depression

Filling up the kindness tree

Establishing healthy eating and exercise
habits early in life can lead to long term
healthy behavior in adulthood.
PHYSICAL BENEFITS
Children need a wide variety of nutrients
(e.g., protein, complex carbohydrates,
healthy fats, minerals and vitamins) to assist
in their daily growth and development and
to protect them from childhood illnesses.
Daily exercise also helps children to build
stronger muscles and bones and limit
excess body fat.
Healthy eating also cuts down on risk for
cavities, eating disorders and unhealthy
weight control behaviors (i.e., fasting,
skipping meals, eating very little food,
vomiting, using diet pills, laxatives or
diuretics), malnutrition and iron deficiency.
Healthy eating and consistent physical
activity help to prevent chronic illnesses
that appear in adulthood associated with
obesity, e.g., heart disease, diabetes, high
blood pressure and several forms of cancer.

Students kick off Jump Rope for Heart.
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Valentine’s Day is a great time to
celebrate families!
Creating a family tradition is a great way
to celebrate this year. Here are a few
ideas.
Second graders A’kira, Cooper, R.J., Beatrice, and Brittney love their school.

Love Scavenger Hunt – Cut out hearts
from construction paper, choosing a
different color of construction paper for
each family member. On each heart write
something you love about that family
member. Hide the hearts in the house for
a fun scavenger hunt.
Post-It Note Love – Place post-it love
notes where your child will find them (on
the mirror, by her shoes, on the television,
etc).
Valentine’s Family Movie Night – pop
some popcorn, add pink and red candycoated chocolates and/or sprinkles.
Watch a movie as a family.

Third graders Justin, Dylan, Tony, and Taggart conduct research for their planet project.

Love Door – Tape hearts with things you
love about your child on their bedroom
door while they sleep the night before
Valentine’s Day.
I Love You Meal – Make a Valentine’s
Day theme meal as a family. Make heartshaped pancakes or sandwiches and set
the table with fancy dishes.
However you decide to celebrate
Valentine’s Day as a family, your child will
cherish the memories of this family time
together.
Kimberley Hudson
khudson@franklinsid.net
979-828-7300

Third graders Vivian, A.J. , Reagan, and Gabe learn about Earth.
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