February 21, 2018
UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS
Tues-Fri
2/20-23

Can You Help Food Drive

Mon-Fri
2/26-3/1

Literacy Week

Tues 2/27 at
8:45am

HOPTSA Meeting in MPR.

Thurs 3/1

Collaboration Day (11:40
dismissal)

Fri 3/2

Minimum Day (12:35
dismissal)

The Highland Oaks Master Calendar is
available at https://ho.ausd.net, click on
“Parents”, then “PTSA”

HOPTSA meeting Tues 2/27 8:45am in MPR
Ben Acker, the principal at Foothills, will be
sharing about changes to their open house this
year and inviting 5th grade parents to come.
The Leader in Me team will also be sharing
about the programs implementation here at
Highland Oaks. This is based on the Franklin
Covey's 7 Habits and focuses on developing
leadership skills in our students.

From the HOPTSA President
Dear Highland Oaks families,
Happy Chinese New Year, and Happy President’s Day!
We had a terrific Hawk Walk last week with great weather,
enthused participants, and lots of parent support and help.
Thanks to our Chairs Sharon Liu, Amy Liu and Patricia Wang
and their committee for all their effort in making it such a
great success. And a HUGE Thanks to all of you parents for
your donations to help our school remain the exceptional
environment that it is. Donations should be returned by
this Friday.
Next week we will have the privilege of helping the more
needy in our community through our Canned Food Drive,
chaired by Yan Wijaya. Please consider donating to this
great cause as well.

This week we celebrate our inspired 1st and 16th US
Presidents, George Washington, and Abraham Lincoln.
President’s Day originally celebrated Washington’s
birthday, Feb. 22, but was later amended to include
Lincoln’s birthday, Feb. 12. These great men were
courageous and strong in their convictions for personal
liberty and value and we will forever be grateful for their
efforts to bring about the freedoms we all enjoy today in
this great nation.
Sincerely,
Angie Jensen
HOPTSA President

HOPTSA would like to thank volunteer
Patricia Wang for her outstanding work with co-chairing the biggest HOPTSA fundraiser,
Hawk Walk, and her contributions as room parent and art docent.

CAN YOU HELP FOOD DRIVE
February 20 - 23
Let’s showcase our community strength and help those in need for our annual Can You Help canned food
drive in partnership with Foothill Unity Center. Please have your child bring at least one canned food item
to school during this week. Collections will be taken in the classrooms, and helpers will also be available to
collect during pick up and drop off. Our goal is 100% participation with Ice Cream Party awarded to the
classroom that collects the largest amount. Remember to label donations with Teacher’s name! Foothill
Unity Center also accepts the following hygienic items: socks, soaps and toothpaste.
Thank you for your support in helping our students learn the value of sharing and giving. Together We Can
Help!
Superhero Helpers Needed
We are also seeking superhero volunteers to assist during this week for collecting and organizing. Thank
you!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44aead2ca7ff2-highland

LITERACY WEEK
February 26 -March 2
We look forward to a fun filled week as Student Council
and PTSA celebrate Literacy Week with activities such as
favorite hat day, mismatched socks day and many
more!

Highland Oaks students playing
on the HO recreation basketball
team are visited by their fan and
teacher, Mrs. Britt.

Please note that a form will be coming home requesting
permission to give your child a chocolate chip cookie
during lunchtime on Wednesday February 28, 2018. This
is a new District policy for food provided by the school that
is not from the cafeteria. Be sure to return the permission
form indicating yes or no.
Please help us promote more reading, and less
electronics time for your kids. Detailed flyer to follow in
next week’s Wednesday folder.
Kathryn Eamranond
Literacy Week Chair

Foundations in Art-Self portraits

Coffee Talk with
1st grade teacher,
Mrs. Rees
Mrs. Rees recently was honored with the Profiles in
Excellence Award. The award recognizes employees
throughout AUSD who have enriched the educational
program through their contributions and caring for
students and their colleagues. Mrs. Mattera, “It is well
deserved and the HO community is very happy for her.”
Congratulations!

How did you decide to become a teacher?
I knew that I wanted to be a teacher when I was 7 years
old! Many wonderful teachers have inspired me along the
way, especially the teachers at Highland Oaks School and
my amazing first grade team.
How long have you been teaching? I've been teaching
since I was about 19 years old. Some of my favorite
experiences include teaching music in Kentucky, special
education in Boston, tutoring children of celebrities in
West L.A., and of course, teaching first grade at HO.
What would you tell your first grade self if you could
meet her?
I would tell her not to be afraid to try new things.
If you were a student at HO, what activities would you
enjoy most?
If I were a student at HO now, I would love the
Chromebook activities and the leadership training.

Mrs. Rees (holding flowers) with her class after being
surprised with the announcement of her Profiles in
Excellence Award.

What are some favorite childhood memories?
Christmas in Kansas City at my grandparents
house with all my cousins, aunts and uncles;
wading in the cold, clear Colorado River in Rocky
Mountain National Park; playing kickball in the
street with my neighborhood friends in
Lexington, Kentucky, and meeting my future
husband, Doug, in 7th grade.
Tell us about your family.
My son and daughter are both graduates of
Arcadia schools. My son provides high speed
internet service to San Luis Obispo county, and
my daughter studies political science and history
at PCC. My husband is a Chemistry professor and
Dean of Graduate Students at Caltech. We have
two "grand" horses, a "grand" dog and a stealth
cat named Sylvester.
If you could pick any place to go on a field trip
where would you take your first graders?
I think they would like me to take them to South
Korea to watch the Winter Olympics or to the
moon to jump around its surface!

CALLING ALL ENGINEERS,
SCIENTISTS, DOCTORS,
PROGRAMMERS, AND STAR WARS
FANATICS!
On May 4th we will be having our second
annual “May the Fourth Be With You!” STEM
Night at Highland Oaks and we’re looking for
professionals in STEM-related fields to help
us make the event even more fun and
engaging for our students. Even if you have
absolutely no science background
whatsoever, and the thought of doing even
basic math terrifies you, we can still use your
help! And as a bonus… if you just love Star
Wars and want to show off that cool Star
Wars costume of yours that has languished
too long in the closet, here’s your chance!!!!
Please contact Matt Taylor at
mtaylor@techvisits.com or (626) 643-1395
to learn more about this exciting volunteer
opportunity!

