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Success for CHS Jazz
Choir VOX
By: Madeline Carleton
VOX Central Jazz, the jazz choir here at CHS, placed third in
their class for Vocal Jazz ensembles for the third consecutive
year at the 50th annual Berklee High School Jazz Festival.
This festival, hosted by Berklee College of Music, takes place
at the Hynes Convention Center in Boston, Massachusetts.
Performances by high school jazz ensembles from across the
country (and even some Puerto Rican students) are open to
the public. Over 200 high school jazz ensembles were watched
by more than 5,000 attendees this year.
VOX is HVCHS’ first jazz choir, formed by Director of
Choirs Mr. Randy White when he first came to CHS in 2015.
It is well-loved by students and has been immensely successful. Despite only having existed for three years now, VOX
placed third in its class all three times it has competed at the
Berklee Festival. First and second place this year were awarded to, respectively, Burlington Township High School and
Princeton High School.
VOX’s competition setlist this year consisted of four a cappella arrangements including “All Night Long,” “It Could Happen to You,” “Blackbird,” and “One Day I’ll Fly Away.” In
“All Night Long,” a jazzy arrangement of Lionel Richie’s 2007
hit, senior Johanna Lange, sophomore Geneviéve Shaftel,
junior Julia Kizar, and sophomore Emmy Hatke were featured
as soloists with junior Jimmy Waltman as vocal percussion.
Sophomore Priya Naphade, junior Jimmy Waltman, and senior Julia Rutman were featured in the jazz standard “It Could
Happen to You.” Finally, “Blackbird” and “One Day I’ll Fly
Away” featured, respectively, the tenor section (with solo feature by senior Donovan Kazakoff) and three sopranos on the
melody of these well-known pieces.
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http://festival.berkleejazz.org/competitionrecordings/?event=2018hsjf, and be sure not to miss them in
the 2018 Spring Sing (6 PM on May 4th at the Kingston Presbyterian Church).
Again, congratulations to Mr. White and the members of
VOX Central Jazz!

At this year’s festival, junior Jimmy Waltman not only received the Judge’s Choice award for VOX, but was also recognized as one of three students selected from all the schools
competing in Class V1 for Vocal Jazz ensembles for Outstanding Musicianship. Congratulations, Jimmy!
Didn’t get a chance to see VOX at Berklee? Check out a recording of their competition set at

The Jazz Choir by Madeline Carleton

Student Activities
“My favorite part of DECA is competing. I love the role play
scenarios--they can be challenging, but they allow for tons of
creativity. While it is far from what the real world is like, it
gives you invaluable skills needed for the real business world
On January 10th, the DECA club at Hopewell Valley Central
while in a fun and competitive environment.”
High School traveled to the regional conference held at Kean
University, where over 85 students participated in the confer- Another leader is senior Christopher Cantwell, who is coence. After an exceptional competition, 37 of these students president along with senior Michael Pavicic. Like Mia, Chris
qualified for the state conference and will attend this confer- also joined DECA last year because of his Marketing class. He
ence on February 27 to March 1 at Atlantic City. The DECA says, “As president, I help other members to quickly develop
club, which stands for the "Distributive Education Clubs of
business plans and think on their feet when questions are
America” is an international association of high school and
asked by the judges. Also, I have competed at the regional,
college students and teachers who specialize or have an inter- state, and national level of competition.” When asked about
est in areas such as marketing, management and entreprethe part of DECA that he enjoys most, he replies, “The greatneurship in business, finance, hospitality, and marketing sales est part of DECA is being able to learn about business and
and service. Mr. Oldfield, the club advisor, states that the club marketing while also getting closer to people you don't norhas been around for over thirty years.
mally spend time with. The people I went to California with

“All Business: The DECA Club”
By: Eva Nee

In DECA, students are presented with different scenarios and
take on the role of the business people in the scenario. When
role-playing, the students solve different problems, improve
the company that they represent, and develop product concepts as well as marketing plans. In addition to this, students
take a written test and are then judged based on their performance.
One leader of the club is senior Mia Zang, who joined DECA
last year when she took Marketing as an elective. She says,

Concentrated Study Spotlight: Zoey
Wheeler
By: Sophia Stivala
This year, senior Zoey Wheeler is taking a concentrated study
for AP Psychology. When Zoey graduates high school, she is
planning to major in clinical psychology in college, with a minor in women and gender studies. With this interest in mind,
she decided that it would be a good idea to get a head start on
what she would be learning within the next year.

for nationals have become some of my closest friends, and I
hope all of us are able to return to the national competition
in Atlanta this year.”
Mr. Oldfield adds, “People who are interested in business
should definitely participate in DECA as it will help them
prepare for the future as well as helping them make contacts.”
Congratulations to all DECA members and good luck to students participating in the future conferences!
and conceptually why we think or act as we do,” Zoey said.
She said that the concentrated study is pretty much a “teach
yourself” course. Each student who participates in concentrated study must have an adviser to help them when it comes to
any questions that they might have. Zoey’s adviser is English
teacher Mr. Paull, who has a psych background.

“It’s my responsibility to teach myself all that I need to know,
and Mr. Paull is there for any questions that I have.” For this
class, Zoey has to plan out what she is doing as well as when she
is doing it. She has a textbook, so she spends time taking notes
Zoey has always found psychology really interesting, from the
in order to prepare for the AP test, just like any other class.
general concepts to the more complex ones. This is actually the Not only that, but she is encouraged to out and do other
reason that she decided to take the class at all.
things, such as watch videos and find experiments online, to
reinforce all of the teachings that she had.
When Zoey was looking for another class to take this year, she
wasn’t sure what she should do. Once seeing her interest in
“It sounds really hard, but it’s a really fulfilling thing to do,”
psychology, her guidance counselor recommended to do the
Zoey said.
concentrated study.
If you want to learn more about doing a Concentrated Study next

year, talk to your guidance counselor, and they will point you in
Zoey like knowing the hows and whys when it comes to our
the right direction.
actions and thoughts, as well as the emotional and cognitive
behaviour that is behind it. “It really breaks down scientifically
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Exploring the U.S Capital
By: Sanskar Agrawal
This March 14-16 is the Washington D.C Trip. This
trip is run by the school for students taking either AP
U.S 1 or U.S 1 Honors. The trip is comprised of about
50 people, including students and faculty. When asked
about the trip, Mrs. Coleen Ross, one of the teachers
attending the the trip said, “First and foremost, [it offers] the ability to enjoy the many aspects of our nation's capital. The second is spending the time with
peers enjoying the city and new experiences.”

One such landmark is Mt. Vernon where George
Washington lived and was buried. There is also Arlington National Cemetery where the the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier resides and the changing of the guard
occurs.
Furthermore, students will also get the ability to take a
guided tour of the White House, and even do a meet
and greet with New Jersey Representative Bonnie Watson Coleman. From the student perspective, those who
have signed up also are looking forward to the trip as
noted by sophomore Julita Thanapalasingam who said,
“I hope that the trip will be fun, and that we’ll be able
to learn more about the United States.”

This trip is a three day tour of the nation’s capital
where the student’s visit various national landmarks.

Last year’s D.C trip provided by Mrs. Coleen Ross
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FBLA Competes at States
By: Sophia Lo
From March 7-9, over 40 students from the Future Business Leaders of America went to Atlantic City to attend the State Leadership
Conference. At the annual conference, students have the opportunity to compete in different business-related events as well as
attend workshops.
FBLA regional events begin in early December. Test-taking events
start at the regional level, and students take online tests in subjects
such as accounting, management-decision making, business law,
and more. In January, students continue to submit reports, public
service announcements, and business plans for state preliminaries.
Results for regionals and the preliminary state competition are announced in February.
At the state competition, students present their projects to judges
or are interviewed. This year, however, NJ FBLA is making some
changes to their state-level test events. Rather than have students
take the test at the state conference, students will take tests online
after school, as they did with regionals.

conference are able to register and participate in the Track Program. Besides the workshops that are built into the Track Program,
students can also attend workshops on networking, the role of social media in business, and how to launch a successful fundraising
campaign.
Students had positive things to share about FBLA and the state
conference. Senior Anais Hou has been in FBLA, and she said,
“Joining FBLA has taught me so much about the business field.
Competing in a variety of events has exposed me to new topics, and
I’ve learned skills that will help me in college as I continue to study
business.”
When asked about her experience at her first FBLA conference,
freshman Susanna Lo said, “I worked really hard to prepare for the
competition, and everyone had a great time in Atlantic City! FBLA
has been a rewarding experience, especially being able to meet other students with common interests, and I can’t wait to continue
participating in the club throughout high school.”

Even after the state conference, FBLA has other events planned.
This year, the National Leadership Conference will be held in Baltimore, Maryland from June 28 to July 1. Students will continue to
prepare for their tests, presentations, and roleplays. In addition,
Students can also participate in the new Track Program, which is a FBLA will begin fundraising for the March of Dimes, a research
specialized set of workshops, panels, and networking events. FBLA and charity organization that supports parents with premature bahopes “the series of workshops will allow members the opportunity bies. In April, FBLA members will be attending the March for Bato learn about a business field that interests them by having panel
bies in Mercer County Park, an event that is also open to the comdiscussions with other college students in that major as well as prac- munity.
titioners in this field.”
FBLA meets on Thursdays in Room 306 during lunch. CongratulaThis year’s track topics are supply chain, marketing and advertising, tions to FBLA members for all their hard work at States!
finance, and entrepreneurship. All FBLA students attending the

“This MUNth: Model UN
Conference”
By: Eva Nee and Abby Van
Selous
Beginning on March 1st and ending on
March 4th, the Model United Nations
(MUN) Club participated in the annual
Philadelphia Model UN conference, also
known as PHILMUN. Earlier in December,
the MUN club successfully competed at a
Rutgers conference.

club, stated, “I joined model UN because I
wanted to become more educated about my
world. I think people should join model
UN to learn more about issues that concern
our world today. It’s a great place to work
on leadership and public speaking skills as
well. You get to meet new people and really
step outside your comfort zone.”

In conferences, students are separated into
different committees which are required to
devise solutions to the assigned issue,
much like the actual United Nations.
Committees are then divided into
In MUN, students explore and debate cur- sessions, which, on average, usually
rent global issues and discuss the best solu- last about three to four hours. In
tions for each topic at hand. Club members such sessions, students debate topics
are assigned certain countries and topics to regarding major global issues and
discuss how they could best solve
research in preparation for competitions
such problems. On the conference’s
against other schools and for debates regarding various global conflicts. It is in this final day, the leading delegates are
announced.
way that the functions of the United Nations are simulated.
Senior Evan Kuehnert, one of the five club
Sophomore Esha Dhar, a member of the
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lot about global issues from every conference, but conferences are a great way to
meet interesting people from all over the
world. They're also a great experience for
developing public speaking and interpersonal skills.” When asked about the
PHILMUN conference, Evan said, “We've
done a lot of preparation and are expecting
Hopewell students to do well.” Congratulations to all PHILMUN students!

Winners of PhilMUN 2018

officers, stated, “Not only have I learned a
The Bulldog Reporter

Sports
2018 Boys' Varsity
Tennis: Preview
By: Marissa Liu
Ending its last season with an exceptional record of 206, the boys’ varsity tennis team returns to the courts
once again, hoping to achieve an even greater level of
success than before. They are looking to defend their
division championship title, while competing against
some of New Jersey’s strongest teams in the county and
state tournaments later this spring.
Fortunately, the team is still relatively young. The boys
only lost two of the seven players on their starting
lineup — a small loss compared to the girls who suffered the loss of over half their lineup this past fall.
Graduates Shraiy Gupta and Harrison Fu left two spots
open at the second doubles position, which will no
doubt be viciously fought for among the large pool of
talented players at Hopewell. Potential players include
seniors Daniel Blumenthal and Suyash Rane, junior
Liam Dun, and sophomore Dhruv Kapadia.
At this time, it is unclear whether junior Rahul Panoli,
last year’s second singles, will be playing this season,
which has caused a great amount of concern among
the other players. With most of the lineup intact, however, it is unlikely that the rest of the positions will
change drastically. Returning players include sophomores Will Kelleher and Matthew Geiger, two of the
three singles players from last year. There is much speculation on who will be playing first singles this season,
as Kelleher returns from a phenomenal season at third
singles, while Geiger often struggled at first. Needless
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to say, the top position is filled with noteworthy opponents from across the state that are bound to give these
younger players a tough time. In either case, Kelleher
and Geiger will be challenging each other in a best-ofthree-sets match in order to determine who will be representing Hopewell at the top singles position.
Returning players also include seniors Harrison Zhang
and Avaneesh Kolluri, who make up last year’s first
doubles pair. Often the most talkative players on the
team, Zhang and Kolluri were specifically praised as
one of the two most prominent doubles pairs in the
Colonial Valley Conference that Hopewell competes
in. It is likely that they will be playing doubles together
again this year, unless one of them will have to fill in a
potential hole in the singles lineup.
Hopewell will be competing against some of the strongest teams and players in the state, most notably WWP
North, WWP South, and Princeton High who have
historically dominated the Mercer County Tournament
and NJ State Team Tournament. If successful, a handful of players will compete in the state singles and doubles tournament, which is scheduled to take place at
the end of the season.

Varsity Tennis Team of the 2017 Season
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CritiC’s Corner
By: Patrick Meara

leading political humorists. Watch any late night talk
show that dabbles in political commentary, and you
will find a middle aged guy in a suit (or a business
casual Samantha Bee) saying some variation of
“Trump is orange and stupid and he’s ruining the
country.”

The premise of the Showtime series Our Cartoon President is summarized in the title: a caricature of the
Trump administration. Rather than doing anything
interesting with the premise, however, the show just
calls Trump a knowingly corrupt idiot and stops, satisfied with itself.

Whether or not you agree with these statements, having it be the dominant narrative on Trump seems
problematic. The statement only seems to alienate
Trump supporters, exhaust fence-sitters, and reassure
liberals, none of which are meaningful political causes.

Originally, this column was just a review of it; however, I quickly ran out of ways to call the show not very
funny. And while stretching a facile premise well past
its breaking point might work for this show’s creators, I figured my reader would prefer something a
little more ambitious. So instead, let’s talk about the
faults of contemporary satire Our Cartoon President
represents.

Now, satire will never reach everyone because some
political positions are intractable. But at the same
time, satire’s success is measured by how well it
spreads its message. I ask you, however, what is the
message promoted by calling the president stupid? I
honestly want to know because to me, such a statement seems bereft of any meaningful goal.

Our Cartoon
President

You see, the problems with Our Cartoon President are
not unique to the show, but rather, indicate a problem with our actual president: he can’t be satirized.
At the very least, no one has found a good way to satirize him.
On the surface, there’s plenty of material. Trump’s
dominant mode of governance seems to be farce. Remember: he routinely delivers policy via Twitter;
spends hours watching cable news and trusts it more
than his intelligence briefings; hires and fires aids
sporadically; and routinely demonstrates an ignorance of his own policy positions. It’s farcical, but
just staging it as a farce doesn’t make for meaningful
commentary.
This is something missed by really all of America’s
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At best, the goal is some type of catharsis on the part
of those frustrated with the Trump administration.
This goal, however, is unconstructive. In some ways,
it’s harmful. Those who take umbrage with the policy
and decorum of the current administration need to
be moved to act, but if the satire remains myopic,
focused squarely on Trump himself, why would they?
Satire has the power to change political opinion and
spur political action in ways that dry analysis by pundits cannot. But at some point, modern political humorists need to ask themselves whether they are living up to their supposed outrage. If comedians want
change, they need to stop talking about injustice in
their comedy and say something about it. Otherwise,
their comedy just reinforces the status quo, making it
not just unambitious, but unethical as well.
The
TheBulldog
BulldogReporter
Reporter

The Shape of a Human

By: Patrick Meara
“The Shape of Water”, the latest film from
director Guillermo del Toro (“Pan’s Labyrinth”), tells a love story through the lens of
a monster movie, specifically “Creature of
the Black Lagoon”. The latter is about a scientific expedition to the Amazon that goes
south once a prehistoric, amphibious monster steals the token female researcher.
In del Toro’s retelling, however, the creature
does not take the woman physically. Instead,
she is struck by his beauty and taken in emotionally. Of course, the other important distinction is that the creature is far more developed. It is not framed as a prehistoric beast
or an aberration, but rather a beautiful being
deserving of empathy and compassion.

dehumanizing as it reinforces the image that
the character as being aberrant. The script
refers to him as “amphibian man,” which
may be the best way to describe his physical
characteristics while also respecting his humanity.
This issue of finding the humanity in the
amphibian man is central to the film’s plot
and forms the main distinction between the
characters who could be considered the heroes and the villains. This is also where the
film’s setting plays an important role. The
Shape of Water is set during the late 1950’s,
a period when the political tensions of the
Cold War were peaking and the racial tensions of the Civil Rights Movement were
heating up. This period of collectivism is
embodied by the central question of the
amphibian man’s humanity.

The government, who runs the research facilThis framing creates something of a linguis- ity at which the amphibian man is being
tic challenge when describing the film. Simp- experimented on, sees it as a means to an
ly put, there is no term that perfectly encap- end. After failing to tame the creature, they
sulates the creature in “The Shape of Waquickly decide to vivisect it to get what little
ter”. Even calling him “a creature” is tacitly
information they can before disposing of it.

Three Billboards
By: Patrick Meara
Social critic Ta-Nehisi Coates once called
“Crash” (2004) “the worst movie of the decade”. He’s not wrong. “Crash” isn’t a very
good movie and the social commentary that
it was marketed on is rather toothless. It
presents systemic problems as the result of
bad people, not historic systems of oppression. By reinforcing such an image, that racist systems in this country are reduced to
purely the result (and sometimes the cause)
of misplaced anger by a handful of people.

solved. Mildred has not, and decides to
make the investigation personal by purchasing three billboards that attack the local police chief (Woody Harrelson) for giving up
on her case. This sparks a wave of interest
and controversy around Mildred’s protest,
some agreeing that the cops deserve to be
criticized, while others condemning the tactics of the protest.

The Soviet Union is little better. When a
character working as a double agent informs
them of the creature’s impending vivisection,
begging them to see its humanity and rescue
it, they order him to euthanize the creature
to deprive the US of any information they
could gain from it.
In both cases, in the face of the government,
the amphibian man is treated as disposable
and dehumanized. Here, the parallels with
the Civil Rights era come into play. The protests of the Civil Rights era were a reaction
to this treatment by the government and an
assertion of the basic humanity of people of
color. The film asks you to find this humanity in an ostensibly inhuman creature, but
reminds you that, to a bigot, members of
aberrant groups are inhuman.
This is the message at the film’s core: humanity is not defined by someone’s appearance. As simple as that sounds, it’s easy to
forget, and well worth your time when presented with the care that went into this film.
It’s definitely worth a closer look.
While there may be a need to more directly
challenge unjust systems in this country,
“Three Billboards” is not a bad movie just
because it doesn’t do that. In fact, it’s actual
political message is, to me, just as important.

Look at the detractors of Black Lives Matter
on social media. At best, detractors simply
disagree with the tactics but act disinterested. At worst, the protesters are derided for
The parallels to modern social movements
their emotional response, often with an acshould be obvious. For this reason, some
companying racial slur. In both cases, I
critics have leapt to treat the movie as a
would argue the response is the product of a
meaningful commentary on police conduct. lack of empathy, though obviously to differOther critics have asserted that the film fails ing degrees. The latter detractors will likely
to say anything meaningful about such injus- remain unconvinced by “Three Billboards”,
Doing this devalues the concept of racism
tice. And though I liked the film, I agree
but a humanizing account of this injustice
and distorts the conversation about it by
with the latter. “Three Billboards” has little may reframe the conversation for some.
overemphasizing the individual and ignoring to say about systemic injustice. But it’s less
the society. The conversation about “Three about condemning these injustices than
Though political systems are what need to be
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri” seems about humanizing those affected by it.
changed, they won’t be changed unless the
to do the opposite.
population understands how they harm indiMildred’s story is about the emotional reviduals. This harm is what “Three BillThe movie tells the story of a woman, Milsponse of someone who has been failed by
boards” elucidates, and for that, it deserves
dred (Frances McDormand), seeking justice the system. The story discusses the injustice the credit it has received.
for the rape and murder of her daughter.
of the police as Mildred sees it. Now, the
The film begins six months after the inciEbbing police are shown to be fairly corrupt
.
dent and the police, lacking any leads, seem and casually racist throughout the movie,
to have accepted that the case will go unbut despite this, Mildred remains the focus.
The Bulldog Reporter
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Opportunity for US Arises as China Butts
Heads with Indonesia
By: Paul Frank
Indonesia is a large archipelago, the most predominantly
Muslim-populated country in the world, and an island nation with a relatively low public profile. However, recent
developments in Southeast Asia imply something important is happening in terms of US defense and security
ties with Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia.

During this period of cooperation, US-Indonesian relations had become relatively friendly— suspicions had faded.
Congress removed sanctions on the Indonesian military
from the Suharto-Era. The US Education Department restored key educational opportunities for Indonesian officers at US-funded institutions. One question remained
though: whether security relations between the two countries could expand into a true strategic partnership.

Now, in recent weeks, an answer to that question seems to
be taking shape. This answer may be discovered in US Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis’ visit to Jakarta in early FebruThe history of relations between the United States and
Indonesia has been rough. After breaking from Dutch co- ary. Mattis said the United States has "more defense engagements with Indonesia than with any other single counlonial control, Indonesia was established with Westernstyle democracy. But, Indonesia’s founding president, Su- try in the world." He emphasized maritime cooperation
karno, led Indonesia through the 1950s and early 60s on a and noted that the vast Indonesian environment poses a
fateful political trajectory. The Indonesian government fell "geopolitical hinge point between the Indian and Pacific
Oceans."
victim to factionalization, and the economy didn’t fare
much better as national poverty deepened.
Mattis was referencing a recent series of Chinese naval activities meant to provide China with control over a large
Desperate, Sukarno took up the communist
region of the South China Sea. This area, the “nine-dash
“revolutionary” narrative that was common among develline,” has become a topic of much marital debate between
oping nations after World War II. But, in 1965, a comChina and Indonesia. While China claims it has the right
munist-aligned coup produced a military countercoup, a
to send fishing fleets into the waters, Indonesia asserts that
national bloodbath, and anarchy.
China’s actions violate the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
When the killing stopped, the revolutionaries were decimated and Sukarno was replaced by Muhammad Suharto,
a general who fought the revolters. For the next three dec- For the United States, China’s ambitions in the South China Sea pose a threat to the American military presence in
ades, Indonesia’s “New Order” regime seemed to return
the region. If the United States is to continue its presence
social and economic stability. The World Bank provided
aid, US-trained economists designed an economy based on and maritime position in the South China Sea, it needs
Indonesia’s help. Meanwhile, if Indonesia is to maintain its
commerce, and the military guaranteed order. Relations
own interests, it will need American support.
with the United States, improved dramatically. Defense
relations were nominally friendly but not lasting. The IndoBefore the Trump presidency, US-Indonesian relations
nesian military leadership grew suspicious of the United
formed a strategic partnership. However, during the
States’ plans with Indonesia, asserting that Washington
Trump administration, the need is not to maintain the
was attempting to exploit Jakarta.
relationship, but to elevate it to new, tactical heights. As of
this article’s writing, this “raised” partnership has only
These accusations persisted until the end of the 1990s,
manifested in terms of maritime domain.
when the Suharto autocracy crumbled to a constitutional
democracy. It was the closest thing imaginable to a political
The future of the US-Indonesian partnership is clear: commiracle. As the government fell, US-Indonesian security
relations improved, starting several military counter terror- prehensive maritime efforts aimed at creating a system that
establishes a free and open Indo-Pacific commonwealth.
ist organizations.
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International Women’s Day
By: Margo Friedheim
This year, we celebrate International Women's Day on
March 8th. On February 28, 1909, America initially honored International Women's Day after a protest in 1908
when women protested working conditions.
Seventeen countries later followed in the United States’s
footsteps and initiated their own Woman’s Day to celebrate
their protests for universal suffrage. This celebration was a
mechanism to support all women’s rights in the workplace
and society as well as protesting WWI.
Since 1909, there had been many movements and femaledriven changes, all being rewarded wotj the passage of the
19th Amendment in 1920. The United Nations set the official date to March 8th in 1975. Since then there have been
marches year round to celebrate women and to continue to
fight towards justice and equal rights.

Throughout history, women have continuously tested
boundaries and disregarded stereotypes. Such modern-day
inspirations include Barbara Liskov, who has embedded her
footprint into the world of coding and computers. Her accomplishments with technology are astounding. In 2004,
she won the John von Neumann medal for her work
Lindsey Vonn, an alpine skier for the US has earned herself
63 FIS World Cup victories. She has set new records and is
highly decorated, proving herself to be a role-model for aspiring athletes all around the world. These two women have
broken barriers and set themselves to be heroines time after
time.

For women all over the world, March 8th is a day to commemorate all of the powerful and successful women who
work hard everyday whether they are stay at home mothers,
doctors, sisters, daughters, aspiring pupils, or famous athletes.

replace them. Though while it can be seen that the past
GDP of China had been growing at 8%, the reason for this
growth was an increasing population and a greater fraction
of the population getting educated so that they could join
In this day and age, many know China as a country that
the workforce. However, the Chinese government during
manufactures pretty much everything imaginable. You may that period instituted the one-child policy and implemented
have even heard about China’s one-child policy being
thorough economic incentives, making it a relatively successchanged to two children. The correlation between these two ful program. The prosperity of China over the years also
facts results in a difficult reality. Many Chinese families are made many people want to have fewer children. It is, therenot used to this new policy, and therefore don’t want anoth- fore, these events that have resulted in creating China’s poper child. They are used to the one-child policy since it has
ulation crisis.
been around since the 1970s to combat overpopulation,
with it being enforced very strictly when it was in effect.
This all results into the basic “what if” scenario, as if this
Now, the opposite problem is occurring, with fewer children continues there will not be enough people to man the factoand more of an aging population. With the entire dilemma ries to produce goods at 100% efficiency. The other alternanow given, you may think, that's great and all but what does tive scenario is that if this continues to occur, the Chinese
this have to do with me?
would have to increase the productivity of labor by having a
higher dependence on automation, but if China does so, it
Well, you see, as mentioned previously, the United States
will lose much of its competitive advantage. This is because
and the world depend on what China manufactures, as they many corporations come to China to take advantage of the
offer low-cost production of goods. The problem, however, is cheap labor offered there to create a mass production of
that China’s GDP is under constraint due to labor probgoods. In addition, if greater automation is used, this would
lems. This means that the price of various goods for the con- make it tempting for many corporations to set up factories
sumer could increase as there is less labor to meet the dein their respective home countries such as the United States
mand of the goods.
or European nations. This will not only cause a reduction in
the global dependence on China’s goods but make it so eveEssentially, China’s GDP is reflective of the global economy ry country will have to start manufacturing their own goods
as well as the country known for global production of goods. which can take time and resources.
So, while China has the capital, it lacks the labor due to a
higher aging population than a new generation of workers to
China's Impending Dilemma and How it Affects
the World
By: Sanskar Agrawal
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cans lacked a majority in either of the houses. They attempted to meander to the general populous, pretending to be guardians of
The principles that once manifested the
economic opportunity. Since the RepubliRepublican Party, eliminate the deficit, procans gained a majority in Congress, their
tect states’ rights, and be hard on Russia.
political focuses and alliances have changed.
But, after a year of Donald Trump being in
For centuries, the Republican Party argued
the White House, the Republican agenda
that the 10th amendment protected the
has completely changed: budget deficits are
states from federal legislation resisting deseggrand, states’ rights are so two centuries ago,
regation, federal legislation that protected
and Russian aggression is fine.
workers, and federal attempts to legalize
In 2001, despite the projection of a $5.6
marriage for the LGBTQ community.
trillion budget surplus, Republicans argued
In 2013, when the US Supreme Court deagainst President Bush’s tax cuts, concerned
clared that the verdict on the Voting Rights
that it would trash the economy. In 2009,
Act would be left to states’ rights, Jeff SesRepublicans were apoplectic about Obama’s
sions called the ruling “good news.”
spending plan, asserting that it would inHowever, after a year, the GOP has turned
crease the federal debt.
its focus from state rights to federal power.
“Yesterday the Senate cast one of the most
As Attorney General, Sessions enacted a
expensive votes in history,” said Senator
Mitch McConnell after the vote on Obama’s federal crackdown on marijuana in states
plan. “Americans are wondering how we’re that have legalized it. He and Trump are
blocking sanctuary cities from receiving fedgoing to pay for all this.”
eral grants. A federal judge even challenged
These instances makes it seem that the best
Trump’s executive order, saying it violates
Republican Party holds the economy’s interthe 10th Amendment.
est at heart. However, one must look at reDonald Trump is seeking to gut California’s
cent events before jumping to conclusions.
environmental rules. His Department of
In 2018, Trump has enacted a tax law that
Interior is opening California’s federal land
will increase the debt by at least $1.5 trillion
and coastline to oil and gas drilling. Meanin the next five years.
while, Trump’s EPA is moving to repeal
McConnell and the rest of the Republican
California’s ban on fracking.
Party have gone crazy about fiscal responsiThe Republican-controlled House has apbility in the past. Before 2010, the Republiproved the Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act,

Destroyer of the Republican Soul
By: Paul Frank

Florida Students Say “Never
Again”
By: Anna Salvatore

need to make change.”
Kasky is joining forces with fellow Parkland
students David Hogg, Emma Gonzalez, and
Sarah Chadwick to make this change. After
the shooting, they appeared on talk shows
and cultivated social media accounts.

Students from Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, Florida, are advocating for gun control after the February 9th
school shooting, where a 19 year-old gunman Gonzalez drew attention for her “BS” speech
used an AR-15 rifle to gun down 17 teachers in Fort Lauderdale. Addressing a crowd of
gun control supporters, she raged at how easy
and classmates.
it is to purchase a weapon in Florida. GonzaThese teenagers are not wasting their molez denounced the NRA and any legislators
ment in the spotlight. Expressing their frustration at politicians, they created the “Never who receive its funding.
Again” movement.
“The politicians have been playing around
while our generation is losing our lives,” said
Cameron Kasky, one of the movement’s
founders. “At the end of the day, this isn’t a
red and blue thing, this is about everybody
and how we are begging for our lives. We
Page 10

She stated, “Politicians who sit in their
House and Senate seats tell us that nothing
could have been done to prevent this, we call
BS. They say tougher guns laws don’t decrease gun violence. We call BS.”
Chadwick is similarly channeling her fury
into outspoken statements about gun con-

which prevents states from enforcing their
own laws against concealed handguns.
Under the Republican Party, states’ rights
appear to be dwindling as federal power
consolidates in Washington.
When Obama drafted the New START
Treaty with Moscow in 2010, Republicans
asserted that Putin couldn’t be trusted. They
claimed that Obama wasn’t doing enough to
deter Russia in Eastern Ukraine.
Nowadays, despite findings by US intelligence agencies that Russia meddled in the
2016 election, Republicans refuse to act on
Russia. They don’t want to take steps to prevent further interference. They’ve ignored a
January report by fellow Republicans that
warned of the likelihood of the Kremlin
influencing upcoming elections.
The reason for this change is the GOP
doesn’t want to do anything might offend
Donald Trump or his followers.
Trump’s GOP is hardly the first political
party to change its ideas to suit political loyalty. But it might be the first to completely
abandon its core beliefs for one person. If
Republicans don’t care about the federal
deficit, states’ rights, and Russian hostility,
what do they care about?
The Republican Party has one principle:
winning is all that matters. This is no formula for governing. This is the antithesis of
democracy.
trol. Telling the New Yorker, “I’m never going
to stop talking about this.” She went viral by
telling President Trump that she didn’t want
his condolences. She railed against Florida
Sen. Marco Rubio, who claimed that gun
laws wouldn’t have prevented the shooting.
The #NeverAgain leaders are advocating for a
protest in Washington D.C. on March 24th.
Their main goal is to demand that “a comprehensive and effective bill be immediately
brought before Congress” to address gun
violence issues.
Nothing changed after the Sandy Hook Elementary shooting in 2012. Nothing changed
after the Sutherland Springs shooting last
November. But in the midst of tragedy and
confusion, the outspoken young people from
Parkland might be onto something.
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outline of President Trump’s face. The Pledge is supposed to be a
symbol of respect to our nation, yet people forget this as all they
can think about is how their viewpoints are not the same as our
The tragedy that took place in Parkland, Florida, marks another
President’s. If we want to bring change, if we want to restore it to
mass school shooting to happen in the US. Parents are left mournits former glory, we must put our shallowness and frivolity aside to
ing the deaths of their children, students are left scarred, and peofight for the greater good, because America’s people are also the
ple are left blaming the government and President Trump as they
solution.
believe he is not doing much to prevent these massacres. But this
issue is not because of the nation’s leaders, but because of the na- Many of us want to change the American system for the better, but
we don’t realize that we ourselves must act up: waiting for sometion itself.
one else to come along and spontaneously bring change is pointIt is easy to point fingers at our president about mass murders beless. There shouldn’t be one man or woman doing that; it should
cause he and Congress are in control of the law and should keep
be all of America. Thinking won’t do anything; actively doing will
the public safe. However, people don’t realize that the “beacon of
bring change. We have the freedom of speech, the freedom to prohope” that used to be America is no longer present, because peotest, and the freedom to assemble. So let’s talk. Let’s protest. Let’s
ple have lost pride to be an American, and other nations have lost
assemble. But if we want to change this society of hatred and disrerespect for America.
spect, we must learn to change ourselves, because we are the memThere are many athletes who take a knee or don’t stand during the bers of this society, and we owe it to our homeland, this land of
national anthem before a game. Similarly, in many schools, people the free and the home of the brave, to revive its honor.
don’t stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. The question that those
In his inaugural address, President John F. Kennedy said: “And so,
people need to ask themselves is: “What good will this do?” It is
my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you —
true that every American has the freedom of protest, but why proask what you can do for your country.” We must learn to change
test against the flag?
ourselves to change the country, so our country can once again
The American flag is composed of 50 stars and 13 stripes, not the change the world.

How to Fix Our Society
By: Ameya Pathak and Ayman R. Rahman

Mass Shootings: There Should be At the time, this amendment pertained to
them, so people could bear arms and join
a Change
rag tag colonial militias to fight against any
By: Sanskar Agrawal
In February, a mass school shooting left 17
dead in Douglas High School, Parkland
Florida. However, this is not the only occurrence. It is one in a series of tragic events
plaguing the nation for over two decades.
This all started in 1999 when the Columbine High School shooting occurred, killing
13 people.
These school shootings are alarming, as no
action has been taken by the U.S government to prevent such an appalling event
from occurring again. The major reason for
such high casualties have been due to the
weapons used. These include automatic and
semi-automatic weapons. Automatic and
semi automatic weapons fire bullets at incredible rates, making them very deadly
tools in the hands of the wrong people.

potential invasion. Such invasionary forces
would pertain to Britain as they were the
major super power of the time. The Americans also feared retaliation from Britain
once again for many years after the revolutionary war. In fact another battle was
fought with them again in the War of 1812,
with the U.S coming very close to various
other wars. Those were resolved with diplomacy as seen by the Oregon Treaty.

Going back to modern day, the dispute of
the second amendment lies with the first
and second statements and which is more
important part. The first part regarding the
intent to have a “well regulated militia” or
the second part that speaks to the general
ability of people “to keep and bear arms. ”
In the current situation of things, the mention of militia more so pertain to the miliThe Second Amendment states that, “A
tary, national guard and the police. Militias
well regulated militia, being necessary to the are no longer prevalent, and the US has
security of a free state, the right of the peo- become the global super power with no fear
ple to keep and bear arms shall not be inof invasion. However, the public and the
fringed.” This amendment was part of the
courts have considered the right to bear
original Bill of Rights. During this time, the arms as a right.
fledgling US recently winning the RevoluAt this time the government has not been
tionary War. At that time, militias were a
able to take any action against guns. Howevcommon thing in the Colonial US. In fact, er, mass shootings are a recent phenomena
many soldiers were civilians with occupain the long arc of history since the Revolutions, who had no military training.
tionary War. The time has come to considThe Bulldog Reporter

er examples of some form of gun control,
exemplified by Australia with a great degree
of success. Australia had a string of mass
shootings from 1979-1996. Afterwards,
severe action was taken to combat gun violence. Australia has not had a mass shooting ever since. One solution they used was
the banning of rapid-fire firearms.
There are other creative ideas that can be
used. These ideas include more extensive
background checks, or frequent renewal of
someone’s gun license. In said renewal, a
person with a mental illness or who has
committed a crime, depending on how severe, could have their license revoked.
These solutions don’t violate the second
amendment. It also continues to allow the
general public to bear arms only with a little
more restriction so that tragic events as seen
in Parkland, Florida never happen again.
Overall, with the current administration, it
will be difficult for any gun control law to
be created, as the Republican party is filled
with many supporters who favor guns and
the lack of gun control. In trying to get
stricter gun laws, it could upset said supporters and cause backlash within the party.
With countless protests around the country
for change, only time will tell if action is
finally taken to avenge all those who have
died in these catastrophes, or if we will let
our nation continue to be plagued by the
resentful events that are mass shootings.
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