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TIKKUN OLAM

GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY
This pillar represents leaders who
possess a strong sense of
responsibility to the Jewish
community and society as a whole.
Akiba's Seven Pillars inspire our
philosophy: individuality, respect,
love of Israel, lifelong Jewish
learning, global responsibility,
spirituality and comprehensive
Judaic and general education.

Throughout my years at Akiba, as well as Yavneh, I had no clue what I
wanted to do with my life. I finally found some direction during my
second year of college at Tulane, when I was in the final stages of
choosing a major. I relied on three criteria to help me make that
decision- have a genuine interest in the field of study, have an
opportunity to make a decent living from the chosen career path, and
do something that will help others.
Fast forward three years, and I find myself at the Arava Institute for
Environmental Studies (AIES) with a bachelor's of science in
Environmental Earth Science. The third criteria, do something that will
help others, is technically not fulfilled yet, but I’m well on my way to
meeting that criteria here at the Arava Institute. During my year at the
Arava Institute I will be working with the hydrology team on a number
of projects related to water conservation. The overall goal of AIES is to
foster a dialogue between Israelis, Palestinians, and Jordanians
concerning their shared environmental issues such as water scarcity or
energy production. In a nutshell, AIES is an environmental research
institution that realizes the importance and interconnectedness of the
environmental, social, and political sciences, which are all
incorporated into each project to effectively better the lives of
everyone in the region.
I believe strongly in the interdisciplinary nature of environmental
issues, and I'm so fortunate to have found an institution that has
ideals so closely related to mine. I can't wait to see what I can
accomplish at AIES and beyond.

