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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Grandview Heights Schools Community,

pring is here and that means we are quickly reaching the end of
another successful school year. Our students and staff have
accomplished quite a bit over the last several months, but there is
still a lot of work to be done!

Our students are in the process of completing end of course exams,
Advanced Placement tests, and state assessments. Our teachers have done a
great job preparing our students to excel at these tasks in addition to
providing them with the guidance and knowledge they need beyond what
can be measured on a test.
For the third year in a row, our school district
was #1 in Central Ohio on the State Report Card
Performance Index Score. That means more
students are performing at higher levels than

Our staff is truly doing some amazing work that
has increased our students’ access to challenging
and rigorous learning. Within the pages of this
newsletter, we highlight data that shows our
students are better prepared and are succeeding in
their college years beyond the national averages.

We are also proud to report that Grandview
Heights Schools is at the top of the list in some
school graduation rate in the region.
very important rankings. For the third year in a
row, our school district was #1 in Central Ohio
on the State Report Card Performance Index Score. That means more students are performing at
higher levels than ever before. We also had the highest high school graduation rate in the region.
Congratulations to our great students, staff, and supportive community for their hard work and
making these accomplishments possible.
ever before. We also had the highest high

As we look to the future, the district will continue its work of exploring all options to address our
aging school facilities. The community-led Facilities Task Force continues to meet and we are
working with planning experts to help guide us through the master planning process. Our goal is to
ensure that our Grandview Heights Schools students have access to a modern learning environment,
similar to the one they will encounter in today’s colleges and the workforce, in the most efficient
manner possible for taxpayers.

Thank you for your support and helping us
continue to make Grandview Heights
Schools a small place to dream big! With
spring activities and sports well underway,
you can follow me on Twitter @CulpAndy
and search #GHSDreamBig to keep up
with all the great things happening in our
schools. I hope you will be part of the
conversation.
Sincerely,

Grandview Heights Vocal
Music Department Entertains
with Meet Me In St. Louis

In March, the Grandview Heights High School
Vocal Music Department presented Meet Me In St.
Louis. The production was directed by April Olt
with musical direction by Andrew Grega, and
choreographed by Whitney Thomas Eads.
This musical features popular songs by Hugh
Martin and Ralph Blaine including The Trolley
Song, HaveYourself A Merry Little Christmas,The Boy
Next Door, and the title song, Meet Me In St. Louis.
The musical is based on “The Kensington Stories”
by Sally Benson. This musical is closely connected
to the Central Ohio area as the movie director,
Vincente Minnelli, based the film set on his
family home in Delaware, Ohio.

The high school cast was led by Alexandra Joseph
and Taylor Oberschlake sharing the role of Esther
Smith and Anna Kahle and Riley Cochran both
as Rose Smith; Kevin Daniel-Hamberg as John
Truitt; Ross Carter as Warren Sheffield; Glenn
Cheney as Lon Smith; Caitlin Hyde as Anna Smith;
Ashley Linville as Agnes Smith; Andy Landrum as
Alonso Smith; Elizabeth Bergmann as Katie; Chris
Chris Mihocik as Grandpa Prophater; and introduced
Stevenson Elementary students as Tootie: Ava Baker
and Penny Debelak.

Andrew K. Culp
Superintendent
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Data Reveals Grandview Heights Schools Students BETTER PREPARED FOR COLLEGE
Grandview Heights Schools’ focus on career and
college readiness is making a real difference for
our students.
We know that over 90% of our
students go on to college, and
through the National Student
Clearinghouse, we have been able
to track our students after they
leave Grandview Heights Schools.

Grandview Heights High School has
increased its AP course offerings from four
classes offered five years ago to an
expected 15 classes available in 2016-2017.
Said differently, that’s an increase from 30
seats to 360 seats going forward.

What we found was encouraging.
From 2010-2013, our students
were 17.9% more likely to attend
college than the Ohio average, and 11.9% more than the
national average. We were also excited to see that our
students who choose college upon graduation were
continuing beyond their freshman year at a higher rate
than the national average.
With our focus on offering a challenging curriculum,
increased access to Advanced Placement
courses, and career and college counseling
services and programs, our students are better
prepared for the rigors of life after high school.

Shadow a Student Challenge
Grandview Heights High School Principal Ken Chaffin took the old adage
“walk a mile in their shoes” literally recently by taking part in the Shadow a
Student Challenge, an organized
event for principals across the
country. Chaffin shadowed Junior
Ashley Linville on March 5.
“I chose Ashley specifically because
she very closely captures what it
means to be a well-rounded
student. She is a very strong
student academically, is active in
the performing arts, visual arts, and
athletics. Also, Ashley is an
excellent example of a student
who closely resembles the
attributes of “The Bobcat Way” that
we believe are so important for our
students. Those attributes are:
Inclusive, Invested, Independent,
Responsible, and Motivated,”
said Chaffin.

Brain Blast Sparks Creativity

Students in grades K-6 participated in the PTO-sponsored Brain
Blast held on February 25 in the John Glenn Community Center
of Edison Intermediate/Larson Middle School. Brain Blast is a
creativity fair where students are encouraged to present and
showcase their interests and passions about a topic of their
choice. The event continues to grow in participation each year
and Brain Blast 2016 was the biggest event yet.

Chaffin was able to affirm some
things he already knew, and also
learn an extra thing or two about
what it means to be a student at
Grandview Heights High School.
You can learn more about Principal Chaffin and Ashley’s experience by
reading his blog at: https://kenchaffin.wordpress.com.
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GHS Receives Auditor of State Award for Clean Audit
The Grandview Heights Schools has received the Auditor of State
Award for a clean audit report. A clean audit means our financial
audit report contained no internal control deficiencies, noncompliance citations, or other audit findings. It is the best report
we could have received.

Each year, school districts and local governments are required to
submit a financial report to the Auditor of State’s Office. The Auditor
of State Award is presented to local governments and school districts
upon the completion of the audit. Entities that receive the award meet the following criteria
for a “clean” audit report:

● A district must file timely financial reports with the Auditor of State’s Office in accordance

with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP).

● The audit report must contain no findings for recovery, material citations, material

weaknesses, significant deficiencies, Single Audit findings, or questioned costs.

● The district’s management letter must contain no comments related to ethics referrals,

questioned costs less than $10,000, lack of timely report submission, reconciliation, failure
to obtain a timely Single Audit, findings for recovery less than $100, or public meetings or
public records.

● No other financial or other concerns exist that involve the eligible entity.

It is very important to the district and the community that we keep accurate and organized
records. For taxpayers, it means every dollar contributed to the operation of our schools has
been accounted for. Residents can be confident in knowing we are committed to offer the best
education possible to our students at the best value to taxpayers.
Beth Collier, Treasurer

District Hosts First Summer Enrichment
Opportunity Expo March 2
More than 250 people attended
Grandview Heights Schools’
first Summer Enrichment
Opportunity Expo on March 2
at Edison Intermediate/Larson
Middle School. With more than
30 exhibitors available, the
Expo provided families in
Grandview Heights, Marble Cliff,
Upper Arlington, and
surrounding communities with
an opportunity to learn about
summer enrichment activities,
classes, camps, and more.
Many of the exhibitors provided
interactive opportunities to
pique the students’ interest.

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES
BOND COMMUNITY
AND SCHOOLS
Grandview Heights Schools’ mission to
maximize and personalize every student’s
learning allows us to be prepared when
unique learning circumstances and
opportunities come our way.
Such was the case when the elementary
community embraced a small group of
students who arrived in Central Ohio as part
of a Nationwide Children’s Hospital medical
trial for Batten Disease. This medical trial for
this rare disease is only occurring in Germany
and Columbus, Ohio. Batten Disease is a
degenerative disorder that can occur at
varying stages of development with
progressive mental and motor deterioration,
seizures, and a decreased life span.
Stevenson Elementary welcomed four
students this year. The students participate in
modified curriculum within the typical
classroom, which includes morning meeting,
centers, and special areas. Their classmates
are eager to help them with their goals of
walking, communicating, and social skills
building during recess and lunch. The
students at Stevenson Elementary
communicate and play with their classmates
just like they would any other child; even
though their new friends are non-verbal. On
February 29, teachers wore teal ribbons in
support of Batten Disease Awareness on Rare
Disease Day, and many teachers and families
participated in the Battling Batten Disease 5K
Run and Family Walk last November.
Being available to and prepared for these
students is an important example of how
Grandview Heights Schools takes great pride
in the inclusion of all students who enter our
doors. We continue to strive and learn new
ways to support and educate all children.

Exhibitor information and flyers
can be found at www.ghcsd.org
under the Community/
Community Flyer tab.
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Grandview Heights High
School Transitions
Coordinator Chris France
received Ohio’s Transition
Coordinator of the Year
Award of Excellence for
2016. This award is
presented by the Ohio
Association of Supervisors
and Coordinators of
Exceptional Students
Transition Association.
Congratulations, Chris!
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Fundraising Underway for New Marching Band Uniforms
The Grandview Heights Band Parents Association
continues its march towards raising funds to
purchase new marching band uniforms. Present
day band members are wearing uniforms that are
30-plus-years-old and new uniforms are
desperately needed.
The current cost estimate for one new uniform is $500 and the Band
Parents Association has a $75,000 goal to purchase new uniforms. To
date, approximately $45,000 has been raised.

The Grandview Heights Band Parents Association has an
anonymous donor who is willing to match any donation of $500 or
more to this critical effort. Donors of $500 or more will also be
recognized for their contribution of a complete uniform for a
Grandview Heights High School Marching Band Member.
The Band Parents Association has reached out to the community
via two surveys to determine design elements of the new
uniforms. Given the surveys and fundraising efforts, the new
uniform project is a true collaboration that will benefit our band
students. Students in Kindergarten through 10th grade will be the
fortunate recipients of an effort that will keep them looking great
for many years to come. For more information and donation
options, visit http://www.grandviewhtsband.org/.
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