Benjamin Students Continue Academic and Leadership Success
Among the many accomplishments:
• Benjamin District 25 grads represent 20 percent of
students graduating with highest academic distinction
(weighted 5.0 or higher grade point average), and 30
percent of those graduating with distinction (weighted
4.750 to 4.999 grade point average)
• Half of the senior class officers are Benjamin District
25 graduates
• Half of the Student Council officers are from Benjamin
• 23 percent of National Honor Society members are
Benjamin graduates
• 21 percent of students receiving Illinois State Schools
scholarship awards (top ten percent of the state’s high
school seniors)

Benjamin District 25 students graduating from West Chicago Community High
School continued the legacy of previous graduates by achieving high academic success
and leadership accomplishments. While Benjamin students comprise approximately
13.5 percent of the high school student enrollment, a much higher percentage received
recognition again this year in academics and leadership.

Benjamin School District 25 prides itself on a
developing well-rounded students who will be successful
in college and future careers. This distinction is an
outgrowth of the district’s mission “to provide each
child with the best educational opportunity to become a
lifelong learner, achieve the highest personal growth and
be a contributing member of society”.
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Facebook & Twitter
FRIEND us on Facebook and
FOLLOW us on Twitter for Benjamin
25 news, photos, and more.
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BenjaminDistrict25 @Bendist25

Make The
Communication
Connection!
Building and maintaining open lines
of communication with members of
our Benjamin District 25 family are key
ingredients to making a difference in the
lives of the children we serve. A variety
of communication methods is available to
share a compliment, address a question
or communicate a concern to Dr. Philip
Ehrhardt, superintendent.
Written: Administration Service Center,
28W250 St. Charles Road, West Chicago,
IL 60185.

Mark Your Calendars

Aug. 14
Board of Education meeting, 7 p.m.,
Administration Board Room

Aug. 24
First Day of Kindergarten,
Evergreen Elementary School

Aug. 17
New student orientation
9 a.m. Benjamin Middle School
10 a.m. Evergreen Elementary
School

Aug. 25
Preschool screening 8:30-10:30
a.m. or 12:30-2:30 p.m. Evergreen
Elementary School. Call
630-876-7810 for appointment

Aug. 21-22
Institute days, No Student
attendance
Aug. 22
Grades 1-4 meet & greet
teachers, 2-3 p.m. Evergreen
Elementary School
Parent/student technology
meeting
4th grade, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
3rd grade, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Evergreen Elementary School
large gym
Aug. 23
School begins
Kindergarten orientation 9-9:45
a.m. or 10-10:45 a.m. depending
on class assignment

Back To School Pool Party
sponsored by BenjaminEvergreen PTA & Benjamin
Foundation for Educational
Excellence, 6:30 p.m. Simkus
Recreation Center, Carol Stream
Aug. 28
Preschool begins, Evergreen
Elementary School
Aug. 30
Curriculum Open House, 6:308 p.m., Benjamin Middle School
Aug. 31
Back to School Open House
(grades PreK, K, 1 & 2),
6-8 p.m., Evergreen Elementary
School

Sept. 4
Labor Day, No School

Sept. 7
Back to School Open House
(grades 3 and 4), 6-8 p.m.,
Evergreen Elementary School
Sept. 11
Board of Education meeting, 7 p.m.,
Administration Board Room
Oct. 6		
Institute day, No Student
attendance
Oct. 9		
Board of Education meeting, 7 p.m.,
Administration Board Room
Oct. 22
Benjamin Foundation For
Educational Excellence Fall
Festival, 1-4 p.m., Benjamin
Middle School
Oct. 25
Fall Sports Awards, 6:30 p.m.,
Benjamin Middle School

Additional calendar dates may be found on the district website at www.bendist25.org

E-Mail: pehrhardt@bendist25.org
Fax: 630-876-3325

www.bendist25.org

Facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25

Twitter.com@Bendist25
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Twitter.com@Bendist25
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Philip Ehrhardt, Ed.D.

Superintendent

“There are many ways of going forward,
but only one way of standing still.”
~ Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. President

Measuring Success
The greatest challenge facing our school
district is to continue our journey to improve
in the areas of learning, communication,
operations, and finances. It is great that we
exceed our performance benchmarks; however,
our ongoing goal is to reach higher levels of
greatness.

individuals with physical disabilities to access
second floor classrooms at Benjamin Middle
School (2017)
• Repair or replace non-working and inefficient
windows (2017 and 2018)
• Repair or replace playground surfaces and
parking lots (2018)

• Repair/replace designated roofs (2018)

being provided for grade five students and focus
on how data impacts their daily lives, and for
seventh graders who will learn how agriculture
and technology intersect. These classes
complement the already successful eighth grade
class which explores technology and science in
the aviation field. Our social studies curriculum
is in the process of being aligned with recent
updated state standards. Finally, students are
flourishing in our multiple arts and physical
education opportunities.

• Replace elementary school classroom sinks to
meet current code (2017)

Strong Schools, Strong Community,
Strong Future

Transforming from Great to
Greater Schools

• Install a new phone system with safety/security
features (2017)

Thanks to our committed community,
the recent referendum which passed this
spring enables us to enhance educational
programming. Brief descriptions of the projects
(with completion dates) are listed below and
photographs are included in this newsletter.

• Update burglar and interface security system
(2017)

On the curriculum front,
enhancements include:

• Acquire some student furniture providing
flexibility so students can better collaborate and
work on solving problems (2017 and 2018)

Facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25

A Benjamin School District 25
communique connecting schools
and the community.

Dear Friends,

• Modify elementary cafeteria to serve also as a
large group instruction area (2018)

Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
(STEM) campers build and operate their
own robots, complete circuits, participate in
hands on team building challenges and more.

SUMMER 2017

Benjamin District 25 publishes BEN.25 Connect for parents and residents.

• Upgrade student technology devices and
related infrastructure (2017 and 2018)

Benjamin District 25’s Ben.25 Connect
community newsletter has been recognized since 2010
with top Awards of Excellence and Awards of Merit
by the Illinois Chapter of the National School Public
Relations Association. The newsletter recently received
national recognition with an honorary mention.

Students enjoy summer fun and learning at Benjamin Middle School’s STEM robotics camp, and cool off with a good book and
special activities at the Evergreen Elementary School LMC.
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BeN. 25

• Update middle school science labs (2018)
and purchase portable elementary science labs
(2017)

Phone: 630-876-7800

Online: Visit our home page at
www.bendist25.org
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Please note that because Benjamin District 25 mails
its publications by postal route, some individuals
who do not live within Benjamin District 25 may
receive this mailing.

• Enlarge middle school band room and improve
soundproofing for elementary music room (2017)

Safety and security improvements
include:
• Improve front entrance access and security at
Evergreen Elementary School (2018)
• Provide access via a lift/elevator for

Facility maintenance projects to
protect community investment in our
buildings include:

• Replace classroom fluorescent lighting with
energy-efficient and long-lasting LED lighting
(2018)

Curriculum Enhancements
Rigor has been expanded through more indepth problem solving in our math curriculum.
The English Language program continues to
be enhanced by the Ready Gen program which
enters its second year with increased focus
on non-fictional reading, more opportunities
for writing, and use of extensive higher
level thinking skills. Science, technology,
engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM)
programs also will be expanded this year.
Examples include adding Project Lead the Way
for grades three and four which will provide
hands-on activities relevant to our students.
Illinois Math and Science Academy classes are

A wise Chinese Proverb points out that, “A
child’s life is like a piece of paper on which
every person leaves a mark.” During the 10
years that I have served as superintendent,
I have been very impressed by the strong
work ethic exhibited by our students, the
strong support of our parents, and the strong
commitment of our community to provide
outstanding schools. As a result, our students
greatly benefit from the excellent education,
home values are strengthened, and the quality of
life in our community thrives.
Sincerely,

Philip M. Ehrhardt, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Grading Benjamin School

School Finance 101

Where Are They Now?

The 2017-2018 tentative budget
was presented at the June 12 Board of
Education meeting. This budget was
reviewed previously by the Finance
Committee. In the proposed budget,
operating revenues would increase by
$126,510 or 1.1 percent from last year.
This amount excludes the sale of the
working cash bond and subsequent
transfer of funds which skews the
revenue overview.

In this feature, we take a look at new
college graduate Ryan Langton, one of
the many shining stars for whom Benjamin
District 25 provided a solid educational
foundation and helped lay the roots for
blossoming careers.

Operating expenditures would
increase $166,817 or 1.5 percent as
compared to last year. As with the
revenues, the sale of the working cash
bond and subsequent transfer of funds
are excluded since this would skew the
revenue picture.
Without the working cash bond
revenues, capital projects, and debt
service funds, the net operating
expenditures would exceed revenues
by $24,920. Shelley Clark, Ed.D.,
business manager, explains that,
“We will continue to search for costsaving measures to reduce planned
expenditures so the budget will be
balanced. Our budget is subject
to change since, at press time, the
legislature has not passed a state
education budget for next year.”
The tentative budget may be
viewed on the district’s website, www.
bendist25.org, and is available at
the district office. A public hearing
is slated for the September 11
school board meeting to provide the
opportunity for comments by Benjamin
School District 25 residents. The
school board will approve the budget if
no changes are needed at that time.
Since the stated education budget
is still in flux, the school district is
developing contingency plans in case
state funding is not received.
Dr. Philip Ehrhardt, superintendent,
points out that, “We are proactively
developing plans if the state does not
make payments. Hopefully we will not
have to implement the plans, but we
have to be prepared for the worst.”

Langton credits a summer collegiate
internship experience at Charles
Industries for earning him the offer of a
full-time position upon graduation.

Golden Memories
Among the best Benjamin District
25 memories: rollerblading in Benjamin
gym classes, the 4th grade musical,
outdoor education and the 6th - 8th grade
soccer teams. Favorite teachers include
Jen Vidic, PE; Mark Bradbury, 8th
grade science; Lauren Dunne, 6th grade
integrated language arts/social studies;
and Cindy Kussworm, 1st grade.

Advertise with Ben.25 Connect

Enhancing Our Learning Environment!
Summer 2017 was a busy time as construction
crews began work on facility maintenance, safety
and security projects approved by voters in the April
referendum. The projects, which have a total cost of
$6.9 million, will be completed in scheduled phases.

Evaluation of Possible Imp
Newsletter mailed to more (Rating range of 5-7 on 7 point sc
than 4,000 residents!

Capital Projects Overview

Grading Benjamin School
25information, contact Philip
For District
advertising

Safety & Security Improvements....... $2.5 million
• Improve front door access and security at Evergreen
Elementary School
• Repair / replace playground surfaces and parking lots
• Repair / replace non-working windows

Ehrhardt, Ed.D., superintendent, at the
Benjamin District 25 Administrative Services
Center at 630-876-7800.

Educational Improvements................. $2.5 million
• Upgrade science labs
• Upgrade student technology devices and related
infrastructure
• Upgrade student furniture and convert small gym to
multipurpose room

How did Benjamin District 25 help
prepare you for the future?
Growing up, I was always interested in
math and science. I clearly remember my
7th and 8th grade science teachers, Jim
Allard and Mark Bradbury, for keeping my
attention in their classes. Those science
classes set me up for success in pursuing a
degree in engineering.

Advertising
also appears
in online
Ben.25
Connect
Newsletter Now Ac
Evaluation of Possible Improvements
newsletter at www.bendist25.org

For advertising information, contact Phillip Ehrhardt, Ed.D., superintendent, at the Benjam

(Rating range of 5-7 on 7 point scale)

New sinks and counters are being installed at Evergreen
Elementary School to replace the sinks that didn’t meet code.

Facility Maintenance............................. $1.9 million
• Repairs to roofs
• Classroom sink upgrades to meet current code
• Upgrade classroom fluorescent lighting to LED lighting

Ben.25 Connect Newsletter Now Accepting Advertising
For advertising information, contact Phillip Ehrhardt, Ed.D., superintendent, at the Benjamin District 25 Administration Services Center at 630-876-7800.

Family Ties:
Parents John (Addison School District
4 superintendent) and Jill Langton still
reside in district. Younger sister, Kellyn,
is a junior at St. Francis High School.

An electrician works to re-route electrical lines to make room
for the new lift/elevator shaft at Benjamin Middle School.

Benjamin District 25 publishes BEN.25 Connect for parents and residents.

Education
Ryan is a graduate of Benjamin Middle
School (2009), St. Francis High School
(2013) and Bradley University (2017)
where he earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in mechanical engineering.

Painters put the finishing touches on walls for the expansion of
the Benjamin Middle School band room. At Evergreen Elementary
School, workers complete a sound wall in the music room.

Career
Currently working with the engineering
team and product line managers as a
mechanical engineer at Charles Industries,
Langton designs new or updates, revises,
and improves current products. The work
is fast-paced and changes quickly. As a
newly hired engineer, he says much of
his time is spent on product development,
prototyping and testing.

Welcome!

www.bendist25.org

A warm welcome to
Jennifer Szabo, newly
named Superintendent’s
Administrative Assistant
and Board Recorder.

The close-knit Benjamin District 25
community made it easy to form meaningful
relationships with both peers and teachers,
he says.

Facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25

Twitter.com@Bendist25

PALS CARE, INC.
2017-2018 School Year

T

PALS CARE, Inc. is Benjamin District 25’s own childcare provider
WIN
TER
2 convenient,
017
The program
provides
a safe,
stimulating environment for those children who need extended care, and
is open to District 25 students and family members, ages three years
through eighth grade.

Benjamin District 25 publishes BEN.25 Connect for parents and residents.
located at Evergreen School.

Workers replace existing cable with new CAT 6E cable at both
Evergreen Elementary School and Benjamin Middle School.

SUMMER 2017

Opinion On Possible Referendum

SUMMER 2017

PALS Care, Inc. offers a before and after school program, extended day
program for preschool and kindergarten children, Best Buddies preschool
and a popular Sum-Mor Fun program. Based at Evergreen School.
Call 630-876-7257 or
630-876-7810 (ext. 125)
For Information and Registration

A plumber uses a torch to re-route piping to make room for a
lift/elvator shaft.
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