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Some of the HVCHS published students at the Aspirations Ceremony in April.

Aspirations Publishes Hopewell
Student Artists and Writers
By: Skyler Rossi
For many students, writing is only an assignment for English
class. They hand in their 1000 word essay and block grammar
and sentence structure from their heads for the rest of the
day. However, for some, writing extends outside of the classroom into short stories and poetry.
Several of these students, along with several student artists,
submitted their work to Aspirations, Mercer County Community College’s Literary magazine for young writers and artists
in the surrounding districts. Over 20 HVCHS students were
published this year.
Opening in December, students are asked to submit their
work in one of three categories: short story, poetry, or art.
Many English teachers, including Ms. Rebecca Lewark and
Ms. Theresa Solomon, encourage their students to submit
their work.
Continued on page 3
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AP Classes Test
Students Abilities
By: Catherine Zhang

For many people, May marks the unofficial end of the school year; everyone
starts looking forward to summer
plans, and school tends to get placed on
the back burner. But for those students
taking Advanced Placement (AP)
courses, the month of May signals the
culmination of months of learning and
a few weeks (or days) of cramming.

an assortment of subjects. In May, students in these classes can take the corresponding AP exam to test what they
have learned and demonstrate their
ability to comprehend the higher-level
material.

The exams, most of which include
multiple-choice and free-response
questions, are graded on a five-point
scale. Depending on your score, many
colleges and universities will offer
credits or a waiver of prerequisite
courses. A score of 3 or higher will
typically be considered for such credits
and exemptions. Taking an AP class is
also an opportunity for students to
From May 2–16, thousands of students show colleges that they are intellectualfrom across the country, including
ly curious.
many from our high school, sit for the
AP exams.
HVCHS offers a wide variety of AP
classes, ranging from AP Biology to
Advanced Placement is a program cre- AP Calculus BC to AP US History.
ated by the College Board, the same
Whatever subject you may be interestorganization that administers the SAT, ed in, whether that be science, world
which provides college-level courses to languages, or English, there is likely an
high school students. There are current- AP course you can take for it. And
ly 36 different AP courses that cover
while students are encouraged to take

the exam in May, it’s not a requirement
of the classes, so AP courses are also
an option to consider for students who
just want to challenge themselves academically.
When asked about AP courses and
exams, sophomore Sophia Lo said,
“I'm taking AP Physics I because I
have a passion for science and enjoy
being challenged. I'm a little anxious
about the upcoming exam, but hopefully it'll go well after I study more! I
would definitely recommend that other
students take AP classes in subjects
that they’re really interested in.”
For information on AP courses, exams,
and test dates, you can visit apstudent.collegeboard.org. Good luck to all
students who took one or more of the
exams this May!

Senioritis

By Brian Rentsch
It’s official; for the many members of this year’s graduating class of 2016, senioritis is in full force.
At this stage in the year, when the college application process is largely behind us, a vast number of
senior students have discovered just how easy it is to fall into a rut of underachievement and flat-out
lack of effort. Whether it’s AP classes or electives, now is the time when the seniors of CHS are finding it harder and harder to become motivated by their coursework -- and as a result, numerous assignments are being shoddily completed, if they even get finished at all.
Rumor has it that this lackadaisical attitude has even begun to permeate our school’s extracurricular
activities and clubs, with numerous lethargic individuals failing to follow through on their obligations outside the classroom. Senioritis is so potent a force on our seniors, that many have testified to
the sheer intensity and unpredictability of the affliction. Some say that a full-fledged outbreak of senioritis can overtake a student’s willpower at any time, but hopefully this is not…

Page 2

The Bulldog Reporter

Aspirations… Continued from page 1

ing,” was selected for this year’s publication.

Aspirations gives student writers and artists confidence and opportunity:

Also, each year, one student artist is selected for the
cover of the literary magazine. This year, it was senior Kyla Chasalow.

“It felt good to be able to voice my opinion through
my writing because I could write about whatever I
wanted to,” said junior Kaitlyn Stingel, whose poem,
“Let Me In,” was selected for this year’s publication.

Many of the published students and their teachers
came to the ceremony held at Kelsey Theatre at Mercer County Community College on April 26th.

Judges, normally English teachers and professors,
read each piece of work. Many of these people are
distinguished individuals from the area. Some students commented on this opportunity:

Here, each published writer received their copy of the
literary magazine. Mercer Choir, Theatre, and Dance
students performed and read student poems. Also,
delicious brownies and cookies were served.

“I felt honored and humbled to know that my work
was being read by other people,” said junior Ryne
Blagg, whose short story, “The Price of War,” was
selected for this year’s publication

You can see every student published by going to
www.MCCC.com/community_aspirations. Also, a
free version of the magazine will become available on
the same site later this year.

“I felt proud that my writing and feelings were appreciated by professionals,” said junior Ruth
Wyckoff, whose poem, “Why I smile in the Morn-

Interested in this opportunity? Aspirations 2017
opens next winter. Be sure to submit!

Undefeated Varsity Boys’
Tennis Team Starts Season Off Strong
By: Joyce Huang and Marissa Liu

wins and losses is 7-2. He is a terrific leader, great player, and filled
in where Alex left off —we’re
lucky to have such a high caliber
player.”

It is the spring of 2016, and the
boys’ tennis team is looking forward to another successful season.
As of April 22nd, they hold an
astonishing record of 10-0.

In addition to the loss of our first
singles player, Hopewell also graduated last year’s first doubles partner, Drew Lorenz. However, this
year there are many talented players to fill those vacant positions. A
talented freshman, Rahul Paloni,
Comparing the strength of our
holds strong at second singles and
team to other local high school
competitors, Coach David Burchell junior Harrison Fu continues to
states that “it’s quite hard to make play at third. Sophomore Harrison
Zhang (part of last year’s first doua judgement, but most schools
bles team) and senior Brady Zimhave good sportsmanship. There
merman are positioned at first douare a lot of terrific programs -Notre Dame, Ewing, Allentown -- bles. At second doubles, sophoregardless of how successful they more Avaneesh Kolluri and junior
Shraiy Gupta remain undefeated.
are.”
This year, the team suffered a crucial loss of last year’s first-ranked
singles player, Alex Ochalski who
graduated last June. However,
Coach Burchell said, about the
new first singles player, senior Patrick Blake, that “Patrick is having
a terrific season; his record for
The Bulldog Reporter

With the boys’ tennis season
comes the much anticipated Mercer County Tennis Tournament.
Hopewell’s varsity team will face
several of the county’s top schools,
such as WWP North and South,
Notre Dame, and Princeton. Coach
Burchell notes that “unlike the

girls who were seeded at every
position last season,” Hopewell’s
first singles were not seeded this
year due to other phenomenal
players playing first at their respective high schools.
As for this season, despite being
nervous and having to play a difficult school for his first match,
Blake says with a smile, “I’m excited, I mean, I feel good about
this.” Additionally, as a word of
encouragement, he says the
“team’s been working hard, we
have good chemistry, and everyone gets along.”
As Coach Burchell says, “We are
fortunate to have this year’s team
with us. They continue the tradition of success that Hopewell Valley has, so it’s something for the
entire community to be proud of.”
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Junior Prom 2016

A huge thank you to Veena
Prakriya (photographer) and
Reinah Bauer for giving up
their Friday night to take
these pictures.
The Bulldog Reporter
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FBLA Marches For Babies
By: Sophia Lo
In the United States, approximately 450,000 babies are
born prematurely. These babies struggle with various
health complications and have a larger risk of having
birth defects. Along with the newborn child, the families of these babies also go through a difficult situation.
March of Dimes is a nonprofit organization that tries to
make things easier for the child and family.

raising event. This year, March for Babies is being
held the morning of May 1st at 9 am. Registration is at
8:00 in the morning on the same day. The walk is 3.2
miles throughout the trails and roads of the park.
Aside from supporting March of Dimes at their annual
walk, you can also help FBLA support the organization
by donating money at school. During lunch periods
and some after school activities, members of FBLA
will have purple donation buckets where students can
donate to March of Dimes.

In the future, FBLA plans to support the March of
Dimes by hosting their first kickball and whiffle ball
March of Dimes conducts research in hopes that they
tournament in June at Timberlane. Students will be
can one day find out the causes of premature birth in
able to register as teams to play kickball and whiffle
order to prevent them and guide mothers in a healthy
pregnancy. Another aspect of their research focuses on ball while supporting a worthy cause!
genetics as the cause of birth defects. This research
allows scientists to fully understand the genes behind
certain birth defects and find cures and treatments for
premature babies.

Each year, the Future Business Leaders of America
(FBLA) Club at HVCHS raises money for March of
Dimes by participating in March of Dimes’ March for
Babies. This is an annual walk held at Mercer County
Park to raise money and awareness for premature babies. Members of the club are able to create a webpage
where people can donate to reach the club’s goal of
$1,000. Anyone is able to donate any amount of money
to the cause.
Not only is the March for Babies an FBLA event, but
many members of the community also attend the fundPage 6

Club leaders and teacher advisor Ms. Suzanne Brown at last year’s event.
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The Democratic Candidates’
Tax Policies
By: Veena Prakriya

You’ve probably heard the words ‘tax bracket’

Medicare only has two tax brackets, those above
and below $250 thousand, whereas, Social Security
taxes are only paid for amounts less than 100,000
dollars. It’s assumed that those who make more
don’t need to be compensated the same amount of
money by the time they reach retirement age.

thrown around quite a bit in recent days. It’s most
likely been screamed at you by Rachel Maddow in
Clinton believes that the payroll tax system should
the middle of the night or frantically googled as you be left as it is, and intends to maintain the current
filed your FAFSA.
system.
There’s a common misconception of the American
tax system. It’s assumed that the amount of money
you make dictates the percentage of taxation. However, the United States operates on a marginal tax
system. Concurrently, only the amount of income
that falls into a tax bracket is taxed at that amount.
For example, if one makes $60,000, 13 thousand
will be taxed at 10%, the next 37 thousand will be
taxed at 15%, and the final 10 thousand will be
taxed at 25%. One would then be taxed $9,350 rather than $15 thousand.
Both democratic candidates have plans to alter
America’s tax code. A majority of the federal government’s income comes from income tax.
Clinton promises not to raise taxes for anyone in
the United States making less than $250,000.
Under Clinton, most of the tax plan would remain
the same, other then some slight redistricting.
However, Clinton wants to introduce a new tax
bracket.

Sanders however proposes a 6.2% increase in payroll tax which would contribute to the single payer
health care system; in addition, he would recommence the Medicare tax on incomes over $250
thousand.
Finally, we reach the capital gains tax which accounts for 5-10% of the federal government’s revenue. The Capital Gains tax generally covers revenue
gained from the buying and selling of stocks. These
tax rates are structured around household income.
Clinton, for the most part, would like to maintain
these tax brackets, the highest of which is 23.8%.
She would, however, increase tax rates for Medium
Term Investments, which are a sect for frequent
trading persons.
Sanders on the other hand, would increase the capital gains tax to the same level as income taxes, going as high as 55.2%.
Both candidates are looking to prevent higher income households from taking tax deductions.

For people with an income of more than $5 million,
taxes on the additional income will be taxed at
Clinton however plans to create a tax-credit for
43.6% rather than the current 39.6%.
caregivers ,as well as small businesses ,that creates
a profit-sharing-program or skill training programs
Sanders’ tax policy would be a fairly drastic change to enhance their way of life.
from the current tax code. He proposes a 2.2% increase across the board in order to pay for a “single Sanders plans to increase taxes across the board,
payer health care system.” In addition to bracket
especially on the top 2%, generally aimed to create
redistricting, Sanders wants an additional tax
the single payer health system which turns the govbracket created for anyone earning more than $500 ernment into everyone's insurance company. Sandthousand; that money would be taxed at 45.2%
er’s plan also grows Social Security and expands on
programs that pay people to go to college.
However, only 37% of the federal government's revenue comes from income tax. Another 33% comes
Whether one tax plan is better than another, no one
from payroll taxes. Payroll tax is a form of income
is certain. But if you’re over 18, get out and vote this
tax that you and your employer contribute to. These
November.
taxes are usually taken from an income long before
the employee even sees their check.
Payroll taxes automatically fund certain projects. A
majority of one’s payroll taxes go to Social Security
and Medicare.
The Bulldog Reporter
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Recipe of the Month:

Lemon poppy seed pancakes

By: Caroline Wilson
Maybe some of us used to make our moms breakfast in bed
on Mother’s Day, but no doubt most of us have fallen out of
practice by now. And shame on us! It’s time to take back/
reaffirm our places as favorite children (or just make sure
you won’t be shunned forever if you’re an only child), and there’s no
better way to do that than by making your mom these simple-yetfancy and delicious pancakes. Pancakes are easy! So make them for her.
Earn your inheritance.
Ingredients
 ¾ cup milk
 1 tablespoon vinegar
 1 tablespoon lemon juice
 1 egg
 2 tablespoons butter, melted
 ½ teaspoon vanilla extract
 1 cup all-purpose flour
 2 tablespoons white sugar
 1 teaspoon baking powder
 ½ teaspoon baking soda
 ½ teaspoon salt
 1 teaspoon poppy seeds
 1 teaspoon lemon zest
 cooking spray

Directions
Ready in ~30 minutes (10m to prepare, 10m to cook)
1. Stir the milk, vinegar and lemon juice together in a
bowl; let it stand 10 minutes to curdle. Whisk in the egg,
melted butter and vanilla extract.
2. In a separate bowl, mix together the flour, sugar, baking
powder, baking soda, salt, poppy seeds, and lemon zest
until well combined. Pour the milk mixture into the flour mixture and whisk a few times until the batter is mostly free of
lumps.
3. Heat a skillet over medium heat and spray with cooking
spray. Pour ¼ cup of batter per pancake (or more or less if
you want bigger/smaller pancakes) into the skillet and cook
until bubbles appear on the surface, about 2 minutes. Flip
the pancakes over with a spatula and brown the other side
for another 2 minutes.
4. Serve with your best syrup and any other toppings she
likes! My suggestions are butter, fruit, berries, powdered
sugar or even a scoop of ice cream if she has a potent
sweet tooth. Happy Mother’s Day!
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Welcome to the newest addition to The Bulldog Reporter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our
school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

Beats By Daher Becomes Record Selling
Headphone Brand

test takers at Hopewell. This year,
zero students opted out and high
schoolers from other districts even
applied to take the test at HVCHS.
Because of the increase in stuBy Ruth Wyckoff
Students who had remembered to dents sitting the exam, the school
Hopewell Valley principal Mr.
bring their own earphones to the has had to close not only the MeDaher has been credited as the
dia Center, but also the PAC, the
entrepreneur of the world famous school on testing day were very
disappointed that they would not Cafeteria, the 400 hallway, and the
product Beats by Daher. People
turf to make space. These areas
love its simple and minimalist de- have an opportunity to use the
school brand. When asked what
have been closed everyday from
sign. “It just comes in a plastic
bag! How chill is that?” comment- was so desirable about the Beats, 4:00 am until 11:30 pm, and it
one freshmen responded “It’s just looks as though they will stay
ed one high school sophomore.
so punk and authentic. It has a real closed until late June.
character to it. You can even smell
Most students had their first enFor next year, the district hopes to
counter with the headphones dur- the sweat of previous users, and
some hairs are still stuck to it! I
attract more students by redesigning their PARCC testing this year.
hope Mr. Daher sells them that
ing the headphones, replacing the
Jessica Towden, a freshmen at
way.”
foam with velcro and clogging the
HVCHS, told The Hindquarter “at
size adjustors with ABC gum.
first I was really upset my mom
The popularity of Beats by Daher
didn’t let me opt out of the test.
Then I saw what headphones they has resulted in a boom in PARCC
Congratulations, Mr. Daher!

AP Student Attempts to
Study for Fitness Tests

were going to let me use. Honestly, I think it was the best day of my
life. I’ve told all my friends about
them.”

Lately his biggest stressor has been the
fitness tests, saying “I can’t just take a
test without studying, it will affect my
GPA!”

When the tests finally arrived, he ran the
mile in the full 58 minute period, managed 0 pull ups, got a -12 on the V-sit
reach, and blacked out during the reBy Ruth Wyckoff
maining tests. Tearfully, he told The
In the weeks leading up to the test he
Hindquarter, “I didn’t know you had to
Gerald Banks is a junior at Hopewell Valwas seen taking notes on every piece of actually work out! What on Earth is a
ley Central High School, who, at the beequipment in the weight room, as well
shuttle run? I’ll never be able to beat
ginning of this year, transferred from
as measuring the Timberlane track. “I
these scores.” In the Spring, Gerald’s
West Windsor. He is currently enrolled in
asked older students what I should regoal is to remain conscious enough to
AP European History, AP Language and
view, but they just laughed at me,” Banks complete all of the tests.
Composition, AP Calculus BC, AP Physics
commented.
BC, AP Music Theory, AP Art, AP Human
Studies, AP Choir, AP Lunch, and gym.

Interest in the club has spread throughout the school,
but most waited until yesterday to sign up for the
email list.
Grinnell had planned to start the club at the beginning
of his junior year, but “I hadn’t done laundry in a
while and realized I had no socks to wear. That took a
few weeks to sort out but I finally made it to the store
and bought new socks. But then I realized I hadn’t
even opened my SAT book yet and I was supposed to
take the test in a week,” Grinnell told the Hindquarter.

Future Procrastinators Club of
America To Be Launched Next
Month, Or Maybe The Month
After

Once everything was worked out, Grinnell could finally focus on launching FPCA. “I had heard of other
schools doing it. But usually at other schools it was
just a study group that eats snacks and watches videos
of cats stuck in flower pots. I wanted to do something
different.” Grinnell wanted to start a club that wouldn’t just put off homework until midnight, but a club
that would help the community.

By Bobbie Armstrong

“We’re going to have community outreaches, where
we teach the next generation of procrastinators tricks
Junior Fred Grinnell will be launching a Hopewell
on writing a 5 paragraph essay in a 40 minute lunch
chapter of the Future Procrastinators Club of America
period, or how to convince the teacher that you really
(FPCA) either this month or next month.
are sick and didn’t just not study,” Grinnell said. “The
“I really want it to be a safe space for procrastinators art of persuasion is very important, and we feel that
to come together and collaborate,” Grinnell explained the next generation may be lacking some of it. By the
way, do you know if the seventh season of ‘Bones’ is
while waiting for the next commercial break to start
his Pre-calc homework. “Our first project is watching on Netflix?”
two seasons of ‘The Walking Dead.’ Then we will
To join the club, contact Fred Grinnell by email, or in
start working on our Night Before Research Paper
the library where he can be found most lunches finishevent.”
ing essays due next period.
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