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Praise God For All that He did Through Our
Tanzania Mission Trip! by Pastor David Leeland
Praise God for all that He did through our Mission Trip to Tanzania!
On behalf of Sherry Johnson, Travis Johnson, Ron Mueller and
myself, thank you for all your prayers and gifts that went to support
this trip! God bless you all in the love and grace of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Our Mission Trip to Tanzania was a truly moving, spiritual
experience for each one of us on the team and for the people there that
we connected with in Jesus!
There were three different kinds of training going on during our time there.
There was training in how to start, staff and run Christian Preschools with a
Christ-centered curriculum going on in a different part of the city than where
we stayed. Out in the remote villages, we had two kinds of training going in
Disciples Making Disciples and in Community Transformation in Clean Water
and Sanitation Practices. Both of these trainings were Christ-centered and
biblically based.
The training was simple to teach and
model so that those being trained could
learn it, take it to heart and replicate what was being taught, practiced and
shared with all of the people training and learning.
Each day at the end of the training, we would ask the people, “Who will
you share with what you are learning tonight? Who will you invite to come
with you for more training tomorrow?”
Each day saw more and more people coming for training. Those who were there from the beginning would
come alongside the ones who were new and help them catch up to where we were in the training process.
It was a joy to see how people grew in confidence in what they were learning
and gaining skills in teaching each other and modeling the process of Disciples
Making Disciples and how to establish and run a Bible Discovery Group in their
homes.
And one of the biggest joys was joining in Worship and Praise with the people
as they sang their praise songs to our great God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
in Swahili and prayed their earnest prayers together for the Spirit of God to work
mightily in their hearts and lives.
(Continued on page 2 - see Mission Trip)

Mission Trip (continued from page 1)
By the last day of training, volunteers from the people taught the whole process, step-by-step, demonstrating
mastery of the material and a passion for reaching others for Christ! They shared their personal testimonies of
how the LORD brought them out of darkness into the marvelous light and love of Jesus and how they felt so
privileged to be called by Jesus and commanded by Christ to Go and make disciples!
This whole trip was such a spiritually moving experience for me to see how our team was blessed and how
the people were blessed in Jesus! Sometimes, tears would come to my eyes as my heart was so moved when
the men took courage and shared Bible stories and their personal testimonies and their prayers on the daily
afternoon Prayer Walks through the Muslim village near the little Lutheran Church in Vunde. Sometimes, my
heart was filled with praise for our great Savior when our team would share what happened that night in our
evening worship. And sometimes, my heart overflowed with praise to the LORD when
I saw members of our team step out in faith to take a greater part in the training process.
We were all stretched through what we experienced! We were all challenged by
what we were called to do and strengthened by the Spirit in the doing! So many things
turned out so much better than what we expected simply because Jesus was working His
holy work through us all!
And we were blessed to be a blessing and give a blessing and receive a blessing in
the name of Jesus!
Well, there is so much more to say about what the LORD is doing and what we
experienced in Tanzania! And we look forward to sharing the story with you more fully
in the future!
Let me close by saying, whenever Trinity sends another
team into the Missions Field, take the leap of faith and GO!
And right here at home, get started by Joining Jesus On His
Mission that Pastor Dorn is encouraging us to engage in our
neighborhoods where we live!

We pray: Lord Jesus, You command us to Go and Make
Disciples and You give us the privilege of making disciples
both near and far, at home and in Africa. We pray for Your
Holy Spirit to strengthen us in Your grace and love and to give
us a holy and joyful
boldness in being Your
witnesses, servants
and ambassadors to
share Your saving
love with all people
now! So strengthen
us, so bless us and
use us to the Father’s
glory. Amen.
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The Good Book . . . Romans!
The Book of Romans is a masterfully written exposition on
God’s grace and the righteousness that comes by grace through
faith. This book (a letter) is the foundation of the entire Christian
faith and has changed the hearts of many as they read and
understand the wonderful truths nestled inside. As we continue
working through Romans in our Sunday sermon series, you
may want to follow in your personal devotions, preparing for
hearing the message by reading the text ahead of time. Here are
the readings that will be used for the messages:
August 6th Romans 6:12-23
August 13th Romans 7:1-13

August 20th Romans 7:14-25
August 27th Romans 8

8th Grade Confirmation Classes
Confirmation classes for students entering 8th grade will begin on August
27th at 9:30 a.m. in Room 124. Parents are asked to attend the first class.
Participants study God’s Word using Luther’s Small Catechism as their
guide. Students study and memorize key Bible verses and explanations for
major components of the faith including:
• Ten Commandments
• the Apostles’ Creed
• the Lord’s Prayer
• the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
• the Office of the Keys [Matthew 16:19] and Confession
• the Sacrament of the Eucharist [a.k.a. communion or the Lord’s Supper]

This time of study will be followed by a public confirmation (profession of faith) on Palm Sunday, 2018.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Dorn at mdorn@trinitydt.org.

Education Sunday
On August 27th we will be
celebrating Education Sunday
at Trinity. On that Sunday,
children in Sunday School will
be promoted to the next grade
level and several new adult
Bible studies will begin. All
Sunday School teachers as well
as Adult Bible Class leaders will
be recognized in the services.
Also, we will be blessing the
backpacks of all students as they begin a new academic year.
If you are not already involved in Sunday School or a Bible Class,
this would be a great time to join a class and dive in and grow more
deeply in God’s Word.

Blessing of the
Backpacks
Calling all students! Bring
your backpacks to church on
Sunday, August 27, for the
Blessing of the Backpacks. This
will be done at all worship services
on that Sunday and each student
will receive a special backpack
tag.
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Adobe InDesign
Volunteer Wanted
Trinity church personnel are
currently seeking an individual
proficient in Adobe InDesign
to volunteer periodically in the
church office. If you have these
skills and would be willing to help
out, please contact Pam Schroeder
at 713.229.2944 or pschroeder@
trinitydt.org.

Save the Date - Financial Peace University Classes
Financial Peace University
classes will meet 9:30 - 10:30
a.m. in Room 214 beginning
September 17 and will run for
9 weeks.
Please go to https://fpu.
com/1043288 to register for
this class. If this is your first
time to attend an FPU class you
will need to purchase the class
materials from this registration
site.
The format for this
class has recently changed to
encourage much more class
discussion.
Grace and Drew Dewald are the co-coordinators with John Garrett. Please contact John Garrett at
713.725.6564 or johnpatrickgarrett@yahoo.com if you have questions.

Trinity’s Foyer Displays
During the past months the foyer cabinet has showcased interesting displays of Trinity member’s personal
colletions. Special thanks to the following members that shared their collections: “18 Wheels of Steel” Long
Haul trucks by Tim Medack; “Let’s Make Music” multiple musical instruments from Ruth Stoerkel; “The Easter
Egg” hand-painted eggs, some from around-the-world, by JoAnn Eickenhorst; “The Queen of Hearts - Mom
- a title just above that of Queen” from Vicki Harkrider; and “Spirit of ‘76” by Ruth Stoerkel. We sincerely
appreciate our members sharing their collections. If you have a collection and would like to display it, please
contact Ruth Stoerkel at 713.686.1910.
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Trinity Prays! For Open Doors in Ministry, Missions and
Life! by Pastor David Leeland
First of all, thank you for all your many prayers during June for the success and effective witness of faith in
Christ Jesus that you gave before, during and after Trinity’s Mission Trip to Tanzania was complete! To God
be all the glory!
As the opportunity presented itself for me to join our Mission Team
going to Tanzania, a Scripture from Colossians 4 became my daily prayer
and guide for how I prepared my heart and soul and mind for this work in
the LORD. Paul writes: 2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful
in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may
open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account
of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to
speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.
6
Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how you ought to answer each person. [ESV]
I prayed for open doors and I knew that you were also praying for open
doors for the Gospel to go deep there in people’s hearts and lives. So I want
to share a little bit of how God opened doors in the name of Jesus:
The LORD, working through His Holy Spirit opened:
¾¾ Two Muslim villages to daily afternoon Prayer Walks with Gospel
sharing and Witnessing of faith in Christ Jesus. This was the first
time ever that people of faith were allowed into these villages to
share the name of Jesus! And, it wasn’t until the afternoon of the first day that we learned we could go
in to share Jesus!
¾¾ The hearts of at least 15 people who received faith in Jesus and professed their faith in our risen Lord
both on the Prayer Walks and in the training sessions that were given every morning.
¾¾ The hearts of community leaders in both the Muslim communities and the Christian communities so that
groundbreaking meetings took place with leaders from both communities mediated by E3 Tanzanian
staff and missionaries.
¾¾ The hearts and lives of over 200 people trained in Disciples Making Disciples or in Clean Water training
or in Preschool ministry so that they are now bold in their faith and strong to witness and share Jesus.
¾¾ And last but not least, the hearts of the eleven serving on this Missions Team! Every night we worshiped
together and shared what we had learned or seen or how we have grown personally through what the
Spirit of our Lord was doing in us and through us in Jesus!
And so I want to encourage you to keep on praying for Open Doors in Ministry, in Missions, and in life!
¾¾ Pray for an Open Door for the Lord to bring onto our Ministry Team our next DCE to lead our Youth
Ministry to His glory!
¾¾ Pray for an Open Door in Missions as we all pray through and Join Jesus On His Mission right here in
Houston, Texas, and pray for more opportunities for Mission Teams to go and share Jesus’ saving love.
¾¾ Pray for Open Doors for all of Trinity’s Ministries and Members and especially for eyes to see and ears
to hear the opportunities for ministry and hearts ready and willing to serve and share.
¾¾ Pray for Open Doors in your own life to share Jesus and in any situation or circumstance you find
yourself where you need the LORD to provide for you an Open Door.
We pray: Lord Jesus, You open doors that no one can shut. We pray for Open Doors in Ministry, in Missions
and in Life that Your name be hallowed and every knee bow and tongue confess that You are Lord to the glory
of our heavenly Father. And we pray that Your plans and purposes be fulfilled in our lives that in every respect,
Your light and love may shine from our hearts. This we pray in Your wonderful name, Jesus. Amen.
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
As we went through the training process in Tanzania, it was wonderful
and moving to see how the people took to heart what the Scriptures said.
One of the most impactful scriptures comes from 2 Corinthians 5:14-15,
17-21. Paul writes: 14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and
He died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but
for Him who for their sake died and was raised. 17 Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the
new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore,
we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us. We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake He
made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God. [ESV]
Stop for a moment and let the thought of the love that God has for you
in Christ Jesus fill your heart and mind. Jesus loves you so much that He
went all the way to the Cross to pour out His blood to pay for all of your sins, every last one of them. You are
fully forgiven in Jesus Christ! You have the grace, mercy, love and peace of our heavenly Father through our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. You are fully forgiven and completely pleasing to God in Jesus! You are in Christ,
placed into Him through the waters of your baptism, and because you are in Christ, you are a new creation.
Holy God created all things through water and darkness and the Holy Spirit (see Genesis 1 and John 1)!
Holy God continues His creation through water and darkness and the Holy Spirit in our mothers’ wombs (See
Psalm 139). And holy God makes His new creation in Baptism, through water and darkness and the Holy
Spirit as the Spirit of God takes us out of darkness into the light and love of our Lord Jesus Christ through our
baptismal waters!
And since you are a new creation, you are also an ambassador for Christ as God makes His appeal through
us in the name of Jesus by the power of His Spirit! You are Christ’s ambassador! You represent your King!
You speak in the name of your King! You speak and act with the authority of your King! You love and serve,
witness and share because your King is Jesus!
This twin teaching, new creation in Christ . . . ambassadors for Christ, was life-changing for the people in
Tanzania! If you are a new creation in Christ then you are also His ambassador, and, if you are an ambassador
for Christ, then you are His new creation. The two are linked and go hand-in-hand!
We saw people come out of darkness and receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and right away
witness to a friend or family member as an ambassador for Christ! They didn’t wait to get it altogether or study
more or get more training! God had changed their lives in Jesus Christ and the Spirit of Christ moved them and
compelled them to share Jesus! They were compelled by the love of Christ and by the joy in their hearts because
of Christ! They were compelled to joyfully obey our Lord’s command to Go and make disciples!
Well, we’re back from the Mission Trip to Tanzania! We’re back home in the USA! And what was so totally
clear there: Darkness and Light! Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life! Bondage to sin and death and the fear
of the evil one, and, new life in Christ through the power of His forgiveness and Holy Spirit! Gets jumbled up
here in our hectic, modern, sophisticated and hyper speed lives! Or does it?
If we crack the veneer of our culture’s sophistication, we find that we are all the same, people in need of a
Savior; people in need of God’s love; people in need of forgiveness; people who need God’s peace and power in
their hearts and lives through Jesus Christ; people who need to know and take to heart that they are new creations
(Continued on page 7 - see Prayers)
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Finance Corner - August 1, 2017
Our financial picture continues to remain a bit better than projected in our 2017 Ministry
Financial Plan. Through June 30th of this year, total revenues were slightly better than the
amounts anticipated in our budget, and operational expenses were 7.5% lower than
originally projected. The church, Early Childhood Center and Kids Camp have taken
in more revenue than what they spent so far in 2017, although the School’s operating
deficit totaled over $381k through June.
To date, with debt repayments and the school closing costs included, we have spent
$303,000 more than we have received in 2017. This mismatch of revenue and expenses
should end in August, since the majority of our school related expenses stopped on July
31st. Assuming budgeted revenue levels are received and no unforeseen expenses are incurred, we
anticipate having an operational surplus during the remaining months of 2017.
Thank you for your continued generosity in the giving of your tithes and offerings, as our ministry-related
costs continue unabated during these summer months.
							Your servant in Christ,
							Ron Lacy, CFO

Prayers (continued from page 6)
in Christ and His ambassadors with His love to share!
So how about you: You, the new creation in Christ?
You, the ambassador for Christ? You, compelled by
Christ’s love and the joy that fills your heart? How
are you with Jesus? How are we all?
We pray: Lord Jesus, fill our hearts with Your love
and joy over and over and over again! Let Your love
and joy permeate every part of our bodies, souls and
spirits! Let Your Holy Spirit change and transform
us every day as Your new creations and renew us
constantly with Your grace that we may serve You
as Your ambassadors and joyfully share Your saving
love both near and far, in our homes and wherever
You take us to our heavenly Father’s glory. This we
pray in Your beautiful name, Jesus. Amen.
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“Hermeneutics” - Led by Tom DeVries Team - Room 205 (Begins August 27)
The class is tailored to individuals who have completed their undergraduate work, may be married, and may be
thinking about starting a family. The class topics will have the underpinnings of traditional material expected
in a Bible Class such as The Book of Concord or Church History. The class will go a step further by adjusting
a liberal arts view (psychology, philosophy, the humanities, economics, etc.) and relating it to the topics in a
way that is applicable to the life experiences and challenges common among people in their 20-30s.
“Reading Your Bible In One Year” - Led by Pastor Leeland’s Team - Room 209
This Bible class is designed to support and encourage you in your journey through the Scriptures. It is a
spiritual journey from Genesis to Revelation! Through your daily readings, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
will meet you in His Word. You will get to know Him and our Heavenly Father in deeper ways by the powerful
working of the Holy Spirit through the Word!

Reformation 500 and Luther’s Catechism - Led by Pastor Paul Dorn’s Team - Room 206 (Begins August 27)
Luther’s Catechism was not the book of questions and answers with which present day Lutherans are familiar.
Rather it was a very small book that contained the texts and brief explanation of the Ten Commandments,
Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and the words of institution of the sacraments. Luther wrote his Catechism to
proclaim the central saving message of the Bible, to be a guide for life, to be a weapon in the ongoing fight
against everything that could destroy a Christian’s faith, and to give every Christian words to speak and confess
the faith. For Luther it was important that a Christian read and study the Catechism daily, and yes, use it to
warm one’s heart for prayer.
The goal of the course is to strengthen our faith in our God who loves us and to encourage us for Christ-like
living. Reformation 500 - a very good time to review the Catechism!

“Romans” - Led by Chuck Ridley, Josh Rodriguez and Sarah Crawford - Room 211
St. Paul’s letter to the Romans presents extensive teaching on central issues of the Christian faith. It has played
an important role in the life of the Christian church. Over the centuries various controversies have arisen about
the interpretation of Romans. To clarify the issues and explain the apostle’s teaching, this study walks you
through Romans sentence-by-sentence.
“Study of the Book of Acts” - Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - Room 201
ACTS is the story of how the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ grew from a small group of uneducated people
hiding from the Jewish religious leaders and spread throughout the Western world into Rome, the center of that
world. As told by Luke it begins with Peter at Pentecost and then follows the travels of the reformed Pharisee,
Saul/Paul.
“The Book of Esther” - Led by Jim Cleary’s Team - Room 233
Esther is the perfect guidance for us when we find ourselves in a situation where right and wrong are not
so clearly defined and every choice we have seems to be a troubling mixture of good and bad. The perfect
inspiration for us when we find ourselves in situations we never sought, never planned for, and don’t think we
have the gifts to succeed at. Discussion-oriented.

Kids Bible Time/Youth Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Age 3 through 3rd grade meet in Kids Park (Mary/Martha Hall in basement) for opening
Pre-K (ages 3 and 4) - Basement Nursery Room

6th-7th Grade - Room 208, 2nd floor

K - 3rd Grade - Basement

8th-12th Grade - Underground Student Center (basement)

4th-5th Grade - Room 207, 2nd floor
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Adult Midweek Bible Studies
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Class - “1st Corinthians”
Class will resume meeting at 10 a.m. on September 5, the day after Labor Day, in Room 205. For more information,
please contact Audrey Black at 713.782.6307 or dgb32@att.net.
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah - The Lord Delivers His Faithful!”
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Gathering Space - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “Study of 2nd Timothy”
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. - Rm 205 - Women’s Bible Study led by Mary Oliver
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black
TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “The Means of Grace” - Meets 1st and 3rd Fridays at 7:30 p.m. - off site. Contact Rachel and Dag
Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or 832.389.8998 for more information.

Houston Lutheran Chorale Seeks Singers
The Houston Lutheran Chorale is seeking new singers to celebrate the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ in music and song.
Who:
All who love to sing – no auditions are required.
When:
Rehearsals begin August 20, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., two Sundays each month.
Where:
Trinity Lutheran Church, 800 Houston Avenue, Houston 77007
Concerts: Concerts are scheduled for December 1 at Memorial Lutheran – Katy, December 2 at St. Timothy
Lutheran – Houston and December 3 – Trinity Lutheran – Downtown. The Chorale will also be
a part of a very special Reformation celebration on October 28.
For more information call 832.489.6773 or for a proposed rehearsal schedule visit www.hlc-tx.org.

Trinity Archives
Trinity has received recent donations to the archives collection which include: teacher’s
files, photographs, vintage directories, special service folders, a framed vintage wedding
certificate, commemorative plates, anniversary service memorabilia and newspaper articles.
Our sincere thanks to Janet Asaf Braden, Ethelynn Cook, Marie Heinke, Wayne Leverkuhn,
Judy Madden, Lorraine McKinney, Mary Melde, Nancy Medack, Alice Scherer, the Estate of
Gertrude and Paul Stringer and anonymous donors. A special thank you to Elaina Baden, Stephen Struckmann
and Kristin Smits for identifying class members in photos. Contact Ruth Stoerkel for any questions about
Trinity’s Archives. All donations are appreciated and valued.

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following the 10:50 and 11 a.m. services on
August 13 and plan to have lunch together at Shanghai River Restaurant, 2407 Westheimer
Road.
In July the group enjoyed food and fellowship at Southwell’s Hamburger Grill.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to join us. For more information, contact
Jean at 281.550.4752.
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Understanding Hearing Loss
(From the National Institutes of Health)

As a “senior citizen” I find the articles in “Seniorific News” very helpful and
interesting. The motto of this publication is “Serving Seniors and Caregivers with
Information to Improve the Best Time of Life…TODAY!” We find this publication in
our physician’s offices and it has articles that will make you LOL. It also has articles
unrelated to aging that are interesting, helpful and comical. It is a monthly publication
and you can subscribe or follow it online at facebook.com/seniorific or twitter.com.seniorific.
As some of you know, I am wearing hearing aids in both ears. I found myself having to ask family and
friends to repeat what they said over a long period of time. I had to have the TV/radio volume “turned up.” That
was frustrating to them and to ME. Plus, both of my parents wore hearing aids, so I figured the “gene” was
transmitted to me. I even had our School Nurse do a hearing test on me for a couple of years and even though I
“passed” I continued to have difficulty. So we (finally) made a visit to our ENT (Ear, Nose and Throat) physician
and that is how I got my hearing aids. It is interesting that I made the decision to write this article in June for
our August “Trinity Today,” and I checked our records and found that I wrote this “humongous” check for my
hearing aids on 7/7/16. They have been a blessing in my life, my friends and family (of course), so here we go
on this subject. I just had my hearing aids adjusted because I began to have difficulty hearing where there was
loud outside noise like in a group setting (party), sports event or restaurant.
Types of Hearing Loss - Hearing loss can have many different causes, which may include other medical
conditions. Here are two (2) kinds of hearing loss common in older people.		
• Presbycusis – a common type of hearing loss that comes on slowly (mine did) as a person gets older.
It seems to run in families and both ears are affected. The degree of hearing loss varies from person to
person. Are you starting to have trouble hearing someone on the phone? This could be an early sign of
this type of hearing loss. I will cover the others later in this article.
• Tinnitus – causes a ringing, roaring, or hissing noise in your ear. Tinnitus can go hand-in-hand with
many types of hearing loss and it can also be a sign of health problems such as high blood pressure or
allergies. Often it is unclear what causes tinnitus, which may come and go, disappear quickly, or be
permanent. Get help for this.
There are other causes of hearing loss; these will be covered in our next issue. So for now see your doctor if you:
• Have trouble hearing over the telephone (ME)
• Find it difficult to follow conversations when two or more people are talking (ME)
• Often ask people to repeat what they are saying (ME)
• Need to turn up the TV volume so loud that others complain (ME)
• Have a problem hearing because of background noise (ME)
• Think that others seem to mumble or can’t understand when women or children speak to you.
Talk to your Doctor - Your family doctor may be able to diagnose and treat your hearing problem, or you
may be referred to other experts such as:
• A doctor who specializes in medical problems of the ear, nose and throat (otorhinolaryngologist) is more
easily said as an ENT doctor. We already had one, so I made a visit.
• An audiologist who has special training in hearing loss and treatment options. Our ENT has one and
that’s where I went next. We were blessed to be able to stay in the same office. A hearing test was
administered in a sound-proof room, and I obviously failed the hearing test.
• A hearing aid specialist who conducts and evaluates basic hearing tests, offers counseling, and fits and
tests hearing aids. (The audiologist I saw took care of this).
SOURCE: Seniorific News, Houston, May 2017

PROMISE: “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” James 4:8
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Julie Bertrand, R.N.

Fall 40 Days for Life
The fall 40 Days for Life will be offered a little differently this fall.
Trinity is joining Houston Lutherans for Life and together we will staff
two days - Monday and Tuesday, October 9th and 10th. You can choose
either day for your two hour shift! October 9th is a holiday (Columbus
Day) so that might be preferable to some of you! We need you to pray in
front of the Planned Parenthood Center located at: 4600 Gulf Freeway,
Houston,TX 77023 for two hours between 6:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Bring
a lawn chair if you can’t stand for two hours! You are not required to
talk with anyone (if fact we ask that you keep conversation even with each other to a minimum). Our silent vigil
is giving a “voice” to the unborn! Bring your Bible, Hymnal, Prayer Book or whatever will keep you in silent
prayer. If you follow the news you will realize that our prayer vigils are making a difference. God is hearing
us and working thru us. Contact Jan Case: jcase001@gmail.com or 281.392.5899 or 713.677,4286. Please
prayerfully consider this vital ministry!!!

Ladies Circle Ministries
The monthly gathering of the Ladies Circle will be held at 10 a.m. on Thursday,
August 3, in Room 205. A time for fellowship and refreshments will begin at 9:30 a.m.
A report on the LWML National Convention held June 22-25 in Albuquerque, NM,
will be given by our delegate, Amanda Halbert, president of the LWML Bayou City
Zone.
Those wishing to contribute toward the purchase of school supplies for next year’s
Lutheran World Relief Ingathering may bring monetary donations for that ministry.
For additional information, please call our president, Ethelene Marshall, at 713.849.9266, or by e-mail to
ethelenem@sbcglobal.net. All are welcome.
Additional dates to remember:
Wednesdays, August 2 and 16 - 10:30 a.m. - Devotions at Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison St.
Thursday, August 24 - 10 a.m. - Executive Board meeting in Room 205.

Scholarships for Church Worker Students
One of the ministries of the Trinity Lutheran Ladies Circle is to provide
financial grants to communicant members of Trinity who are attending a Lutheran
college or university with the intention of entering full-time ministry in the church.
Persons desiring more information or wishing to apply for a grant are asked
to submit a written request to Trinity Lutheran Ladies Circle, 800 Houston Ave.,
Houston, TX 77007.

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Delvin Dennis .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ddennis@entouch.net.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bill Fischer.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . bfisch@aol.com. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Dan Krueger .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . dwkrueger5@yahoo.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Steve Maynard .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . smaynard@durwoodgreene.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Joshua Rodriguez.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . joshrodriguez@hotmail.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

281.415.8787
713.827.8664
901.258.4029
281.799.9600
713.861.4046
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Love One Another As I Have Loved You....
In John 15:12 Jesus says,
“This is My commandment,
that you love one another as
I have loved you.” Loving
and caring for one another is
not just the pastor’s job. It’s
something Jesus calls us all to
do! God has called us to build
up and encourage one another.
Stephen Ministry is based on
the idea that all Christians are
ministers. God has given each
of us gifts for ministry and
called us to put those gifts to
use.
On Sunday, July 9th, Rick and Betty Berg and I were blessed and prayed over by Pastor Leeland and fellow
Stephen Ministers, Leaders, and Trinity Congregation as we embarked on our incredible and awe-inspiring
journey! Totes of goodies were given to each of us filled with chocolate candy, gingersnap cookies, popcorn,
toffee, and notes handwritten in love to meditate on and even a wheeled cart to load up 35 lbs. of new Stephen
Ministry materials! We were the envy of our table at the Opening Banquet of the 2017 Stephen Series Leader’s
Training Workshop in Dallas, Texas, attended this year by 284 Stephen Ministers, Stephen Leaders, Pastors, and
Lay Workers training to be Stephen Leaders who represented 109 churches, 32 denominations, and 3 countries
- U.S., Canada and Japan. Wow, just Wow! This was only the first night of a Spirit-filled week of emotions,
learning experiences, and meeting a host of new friends!
Over the next few months I will include at least one area of interesting information, background, or history
of the Stephen Series program that you might like to know.
Why the name Stephen? In the book of Acts, Stephen was chosen to provide
caring ministry to those in need. What is the meaning of the Stephen Series
Logo?
The logo’s most dominant feature is the cross of Jesus. It reminds us
that Christ is at the center of Stephen Ministry and all Stephen Ministry
relationships.
The broken person behind the cross symbolizes how we are
all broken people, broken by our own sin and imperfections.
The Stephen Series logo tells the story of a care receiver’s
journey from brokenness to wholeness through the transforming
power of the cross of Jesus. It serves as a simple reminder that it is not
the Stephen Minister who restores a person to wholeness. Rather, it is
only through the cross of Jesus that a person can be made whole.
The whole person in front of the cross signifies the wholeness we
encounter through the transforming power of the cross of Jesus. It is only through
Jesus and His life, death on the cross, and resurrection that we, who are broken people,
are made whole.
The circle is a symbol of God’s eternal and never-ending love for us. God’s love
surrounds us, holds us, heals us, with the cross of Jesus at the center of that love. For
it was Jesus, God’s Son, who allowed Himself to be broken on the cross to save us from our sin and give us the
opportunity to be restored to wholeness through Him.
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The words of the beautiful hymn, “The Servant Song” epitomizes the caring relationship between the
Stephen Minister and the care receiver.
1. Will you let me be your servant, Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to, Let you be my servant, too.

2. We are pilgrims on a journey, We are trav’lers on the road;
We are here to help each other, Walk the mile and bear the load.

3. I will hold the Christ-Light for you, In the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you, Speak the peace you long to hear.

4. I will weep when you are weeping; When you laugh I’ll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow, ‘Til we’ve seen this journey through.
5. When we sing to God in heaven, We shall find such harmony,
Born of all we’ve known together, Of Christ’s love and agony.
6. Will you let me be your servant, Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to, Let you be my servant, too.

~Words & music by Richard Gillard 1977 Scripture in Song (Admin. By Maranatha Music) Used by permission CCLI License #852532~

“And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12).
							Linda Gray, Stephen Leader

Toiletry Items Needed
Trinity’s Sack Lunch Ministry provides Vienna sausage, peanut butter crackers,
applesauce and a drink. We also give out razors on request. The following items are
handed out on request but are not paid from our budget; we rely solely on donations
of money or the items themselves. Items needed are travel size soap, shampoos,
toothpaste, toothbrushes and lotion, which can be found in hotel rooms when you
travel. These items may also be purchased in stores and brought to Trinity for
distribution by the volunteers of the Sack Lunch Ministry, or you can donate money
to the sack lunch program with the notation sack lunch toiletries in the memo line of your check.
Trinity’s Sack Lunch Ministy’s purpose is Jesus words, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I needed clothes and you clothed me” Matthew 25:34-36.
As always the Sack Lunch Ministry needs extra hands. If you are able to help out occasionally between 9 to
11:30 a.m. weekdays, please contact Rick Berg at 281.455.5413 or Pastor Black at 713.229.2917.

PEP Club BINGO Party
It’s a long, hot summer so come inside and
enjoy cool fun and refreshments with the PEP Club.
The annual Bingo Party is scheduled for Sunday,
August 20, from 3:30 - 7 p.m. in the Mary Martha
Fellowship Hall. It will be followed by a light
potluck supper featuring summer salads and other
refreshments.
Each player is asked to bring at least one item to serve as a Bingo prize. Please also contribute to the evening
meal if possible. Contact Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919 or Cynthia Roney at roneyc10@gmail if you can serve as
coordinator for the decorations and set up.
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CHURCH REPORT

STAFF DIRECTORY

June 19 - July 16

BAPTISM

REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 07/16/17
Actual Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $919,808
Budgeted Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $872,318

July 16
Scarlett Penelope Arguello

DEATH

TRANSFER OUT
• Brian & Tilita Sandoval and children, Andrea
Arriaga, Jose Arriaga, Scarlett Sandoval &
Ruby Sandoval to Salem LCMS - Tomball, TX

Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland.  .  . 713.229.2916

ORGAN FUND UPDATE
Year to Date through 07/16/17
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $482,276
Remaining Balance. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $163,678

Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2970

SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
06/25
23
7
07/02
12
4
07/09
8
4
07/16
13
6

Interim Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2922

Adult
120
100
110
112

Total
150
116
122
131

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
8:15 10:50 11:00
06/25		 176
153
34
07/02		 165
160
34
07/09		 231
140
33
07/16		 203
153
35

Total
363
359
404
391

‘Words of Wisdom’
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

From “Engaging the Aging” - a timely newsletter for congregations
serving older adults
2017 GOVERNING BOARD
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bo Hopmann
Dan Krueger (Elder)

Steve Maynard (Chair/Elder)
Jean Minsch (Secretary)
Joshua Rodriguez (Elder)
Brad Vieselmeyer

Minutes of the Governing Board are available to our members at the Welcome Center.
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Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black .  .  . 713.229.2917

Dir. of Administration and Human Resources
Trinity Garrett.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2937

Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2962
Manager of Facilities
John Valdez .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2905
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2963
Host
Rollin Cattau.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.224.0684

TLEC
832.301.3100
Head of School
Matthew Meier .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3105

Don’t take yourself too seriously. No one else
does.
Stay in touch with your family and friends.
See God at work in your life.
See miracles in life every day.
Stay active.
Plan your retirement.
No matter how you feel, better days are around the corner.
The best is yet to come.

Dag Calafell
Pat Cleary
Kim Davis (Vice Chair)
Delvin Dennis (Elder)

Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn.  .  .  . 713.229.2940

MIGHTY ACTS UPDATE
Year to Date through 07/16/17
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,461,591
Pledged to Date .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,649,410

Total Offering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $182.21

June 30
Lucille Geneva Sims

CHURCH
713.224.0684

Joyfully sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

AUGUST 2017
Trinity Lutheran Church
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Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

10:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Meeting
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
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30 31
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7

8

9
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 AM Modern
Worship

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM Modern
Worship (C)
12:00 PM 39 Club

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 AM Modern
Worship
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal
3:30 PM PEP Club
BINGO Party

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM Modern
Worship (C)

6:30 PM Mighty Acts
Fulfillment
Team Meeting

6:00 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing
Board Meeting

10:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

10:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

10:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
6:30 PM Sunday School
Teachers Meeting
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

10:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
6:00 PM EC Meet the
Teacher
6:15 PM Handbells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:15 PM Handbells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:15 PM Handbells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
12:00 PM Facilities MAT

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Executive Board
Meeting

6:00 PM Parents Night
Out

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline August 10th for articles to be published September 1, 2017.
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!

Music Ensembles Resume Rehearsals
Trinity Choir Rehearsals Begin August 16
If you enjoy singing praises to the Lord, join us this fall! The
Sanctuary Choir rehearsals begin on Wednesday, August 16 from
7:15 - 9:00 p.m. The choir typically sings three Sundays a month for
worship. This year we will have a special opportunity to sing for the
500th Anniversary Reformation Hymn Fest on October 29 so there
will be lots of great music to rehearse and sing. For more information,
contact Mary Voigt at mvoigt@trinitydt.org or 281.543.0407.
Come Ring with Us!
Handbells are great fun and our Trinity Bells are open to anyone
who can read music. We’ll teach you the rest. Handbell rehearsals
begin on August 16 from 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. in Room 205. Need
more information? Contact Mary Voigt at mvoigt@trinitydt.org or
281.543.0407.
Trinity Brass and Woodwind Rehearsals begin September 6
It’s time to dust off your old trombone or flute and consider joining
our Trinity instrumental groups. Rehearsals will be held 5:15 - 6:15
p.m. on Wednesdays. If you are interested, please contact Dottie
Burroughs at DottieBurroughs@lutheranhighnorth.org or Mary Voigt
at mvoigt@trinitydt.org.
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