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School
Consolidation
Meetings Underway

Committee

This past Monday was the District’s second School
Consolidation Committee meeting of the year. The
Committee, chaired by Board Member Hawkins and
Board Member Adams, consist of 36 members
representing each of our schools and community
organizations. All meetings are held in a public forum so
anyone is welcomed, and encouraged, to attend. If you
are not able to attend but are interested in items
presented, the District will be posting meeting agendas
as well as backup information on the District
website at www.ogsd.net. If you click on the
“Board” tab and scroll down to “School
Consolidation”, you will find all the information
you need.
The Committee’s Charge is to consider ALL
schools for potential closure/consolidation and
to identify a minimum of three (3) schools and
a maximum of five (5) schools to recommend
to the Board of Trustees for potential school
closure. Please note that this will only be a
recommendation and the Board will make the
final decision as to the number of schools that
will be consolidated.
The consolidation of schools is probably one
of the most challenging task that a School
Board and District can face. Since most would
desire that it be someone else’s school,
conversations outside of the committee

meetings can be inaccurate and often contentious. We
would encourage you to stay informed by either
attending the meetings or checking in on the District
website to know what has been discussed. The District
website also has a list of committee members who are a
wonderful resource of information. Thank you for your
support as we make some hard decisions as a united
voice.

So…Why the Need to Consolidate?
The chart to
the left shows
the
ongoing
issue that our
District, as well
as
most
districts in our
county,
is
facing.
Declining enrollment. Declining enrollment, the cost of
funding small schools, increase in employee pension
cost, escalation in Special Education cost and resulting
deficit spending have all contributed to the current
situation (find the full SCC Budget Presentation on the
OGSD Website). As you can see below, even with $3.7
million dollars of Board approved reductions thus far, our
District needs to find an additional $12 million dollars of
savings. More information of our District’s budget can
be found on the District’s website.

