Narragansett
News
Artwork by Mathew Ladd

A Narragansett Elementary School Publication | http://narragansett.gorhamschools.org | Dec. 2016/Jan. 2017

Narragansett’s
Important Dates

February 15

Early Release

February 20

President’s Day

February 20-24

Wnter School Break

March 10

Trimester Ends

March 15

Early Release

March 17

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Mark your Calendars

Chinese New Year
by Riley Dever, 4th Grade

Mrs Fendler, our Chinese Intructor said
that there is a big race of all the animals. At
the end of the race was a stream that they all
had to cross. The Ox arrived at the stream
first and should have won the race however,
the rat jumped on the Ox’s back to catch a
ride across the stream and jumped off the
Ox’s back on the other side of the stream and
won the race. The Ox came in second.
If you subtract 7 from the last two numbers
whatever number you get is the chinese animal of the year. That works until 2020, then
you subtract 9 from the last 2 numbers numbers though you only use the last number.
For example, in 2020 20-9=11 then you only
use the number to the far right of the answer
which is 1. Then search up number 1 on the
Chinese animal list (number one is rat).
Metal, Water, Wood, Fire and Earth are the
chinese elements. 2017 is the year of the fire
rooster. Their will not be another fire rooster
for 60 years

The order of the animals.
1. Rat
2. Ox/Cow
3. Tiger
4. Rabbit
5. Dragon
6. Snake

7. Horse
8. Goat
9. Monkey
10. Rooster
11. Dog
12. Pig

Towel Drive

An Interview, by Riley Dever
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What is the idea around the towel drive? I
wanted to help during the holdiays so I started
a towel drive for Preble St Homeless Shelter
located in Portland, Maine.
When were you doing the towel drive? The
towel drive started in the begining of
December and ended in January.
Where did the towel drive occur? The towel
drive was allowed to be held at the front
hallway of Narragansett Elementary School.
Why were you doing the towel drive? To help
those in need at the Preble St homeless shelter

How were you doing the towel drive? There was
a medium sized box at the Narragansett front
hallway where students/staff can drop
of towels.
Who helped you do the towel drive?
Mrs.Remmick helped me by spreading the
word within the school.
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr

by Luna Button, Patrick Nichols, Isaiah Whitehead, Joshua Castonguay, and Liam Delaney, 2nd Grade

photo credit: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2013/11/27/
martin-luther-king-jr-spotlight/21744/

On January 16, 2017 we took a day off from
school to remember Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. He was the second child of Martin Luther
King, Sr. (1899-1984), a pastor, and Alberta
Williams King (1904-1984), a teacher. Mr.
King was born in Atlanta, Georgia, on Jan. 15
1927 and was originally named Michal Luther
King but later had his name changed to
Martin. He grew up in Sweet Auburn, a home
for black people.
Dr. King’s grandfather began the family’s
long service as pastors at the Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Atlanta, Georgia serving from 1914
to 1931.
Martin Luther King Jr. attended public
schools for only African Americans in
Georgia and graduating from high school
at the age of fifteen. He received a Bachelor
of Arts in 1948 from Morehouse College, a
distinguished all black institution of Atlanta,
Georgia and was also the same college that
his father and grandfather graduated. After
three years of theological study at Crozer
Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania he was
elected president of the all white senior class
and was awarded the B.D in 1951. He enrolled
in graduate studies at Boston University and
completed his residence for a doctorate in
1953 and he receive the degree in 1955.
Martin Luther King, Jr was a baptist minister and civil rights activist that also valued

education. He wrote in the student paper of
Morehouse College, The Maroon Tiger “The
function of education, therefore, is to teach
one to think intensively and to think critically.
But education which stops with efficiency
may prove the greatest menace to society.
The most dangerous criminal may be the
man gifted with reason, but with
no morals. We must remember
that intelligence is not enough.
Intelligence plus character--that
is the goal of true education. If we
are not careful, our colleges will
produce a group of close-minded,
unscientific, illogical propagandists, consumed with immoral
acts. Be careful, “brethren!” Be
careful, teachers!”
(http://www.drmartinlutherkingjr.
com/thepurposeofeducation.htm)
Did you know that the final
section of Martin Luther King Jr.’s

iconic “I Have A Dream” speech is believed to
have been largely improvised?
On the evening of April 4, 1968 Dr. King
was fatally shot while standing on the balcony
of a motel in Memphis, Tennessee. (nobelprize.org, history.com and biography.com)

RIDDLE ANSWERS FROM OCT/NOV ISSUE from Niklas and Taylor
Can you answer these riddles? Find out the answers in the next Narragansett News!
Q1: A train leaves Halifax, Nova Scotia heading towards Vacouver, British Columbia at 120 km/hr. Three
hours later, a train leaves Vancouver heading towards Halifax at 180 km/hr. Assume there’s exactly
6,000 kilometers between Vancouver and Halifax. When they meet, which train is closer to Halifax?
Both trains would be a the same spot when they meet therefore they are both equally close to Halifax.
Q2: What can run but can’t walk? a drop of water
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Sharks

By: Riley Dever (4th Grade)
There are more than 465 known species
of sharks in the whole world. More people
are killed every year by falling coconuts in
Asia alone, than people being killed by sharks
around the world. Most sharks species will
drown if they stop moving. Great White,
Mako and Salmon Sharks don’t have the
muscles they need to pump water through
their mouth and over their gills. As long as
they keep swimming, water keeps moving
over their gills, keeping them alive.
Almost all sharks like to do their hunting solo, but Scalloped Hammerhead Sharks
prefer to travel in schools during their
summer migration. Surfers are more likely
to die from drowning than from a shark

Drawing by Riley Dever

attack, but it is true that Great Whites can
be confused and intrigued by the shape of a
surfboard. From beneath the surface, a Great
White might mistake the board’s outline for
that of a seal, walrus or sea lion.
Great white sharks eat 11 tons of food a
year! Compare that to a human being: Each of
us eats closer to half a ton of food every year.
Bull Sharks have a fondness for freshwater.
They’ve been spotted in bays, lagoons and
even rivers, sometimes thousands of miles
inland. Most species of shark can be found in
open water, allowing them plenty of space to

swim and fish to eat.
However, the Goblin Shark lives along
outer continental shelves and underwater
mountain ranges. Their dwellings are too
deep for humans, so we don’t know much
about them.
Whale Sharks are the world’s biggest shark
— and they have big families, too. One whale
shark can give birth to 2-12 live shark pups in
one litter although she may stay with about
300 eggs.
Blue Sharks are among the most threatened
species of sharks in the world. Trade in shark
fins and overfishing have caused them to
decline so rapidly that scientists worry about
their future recovery. (www.sharkguardian.
org/shark-facts-top-100-shark-guardian/)

Why Do We Have Seasons? By: Finn Henderson (4th grade)
Long, long ago, when Earth was
young, it is thought that something
big hit Earth and knocked off-centered. So instead of rotating with its
axis straight up and down, it leans
over a bit. As Earth orbits the sun, its
tilted axis always points in the same
direction. So, throughout the year,
different parts of Earth get the sun’s
direct rays.
We have seasons because we have a
tilted Axis and in the summer we are
tilted towards the sun. In winter we
are tilted away from the sun and if it
was straight up and down we would
have no summer or winter it would
be in between spring and fall. (http://
science.jrank.org/kids/pages/221/EARTHS-PLACE-IN-SPACE.html and http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/seasons/en/)

Narragansett
News
Artwork by Mathew Ladd

A Narragansett Elementary School Publication | http://narragansett.gorhamschools.org | Dec. 2016/Jan. 2017

History of Holidays

By: Grace Desmond and Ella Downing, 5th Grade
Have you ever wondered about santa’s
history and all his secrets. Well we can reveal
them all right here. Legend has it that Santa
claus was first called St Nicholas, which was
a normal person. Then he heard that there
was a family in need so he filled their stockings with piles full of gold on christmas eve
night. From then on he was called santa claus,
giver of gifts. He gave away all of his inherited
wealth and traveled the countryside helping
the poor and sick.
Before santa claus came to be there was a
man named sinter klaas, a shortened form of
saint nicholas. He was born sometime around
280. He is known for helping anyone in need
just like his legend. One of the best known
santa stories he gave away all of his inherited
wealth and traveled the countryside helping
the poor and sick. One of the best known of
the sinter klaas stories is that he saved three
poor sisters from being sold into slavery. The
story of Santa Claus is a very old story, but
it is still here today and people still celebrate

Santa Claus during Christmas time. If you
need more information you can go to history.
com to find out more about this wonderful
and generous person! (history.com)
Kwanzaa is another one of those winter
holidays like Christmas. A lot of people don’t
know what kwanzas is all about. The name
Kwanzaa means first fruits in Swahili and is
an African holiday. People celebrate Kwanzaa
by singing and dancing, using African drums,
storytelling, poetry reading and having a
large meal. Kwanzaa last 7 nights. Each night
a child in the family lights one candle on the
candle holder and the the family talks about
one of the seven principles. Principal are
values of African culture. The seven principles
are unity, self-determination, responsibility,
cooperation, purpose, creativity, and faith.
Kwanzaa is less than 50 years old. Maulana
Karenga, a college professor created Kwanzaa as a way of uniting and empowering the
African-African community. To learn more
about the History of Kwanzaa visit history.org

Narragansett’s 4th Grader’s Family Celebrates
Hannukah and Christmas
By: Julia Reed (4th grade)

Photo: Roxy Rovin holding her baby brother Finn in a menorah bib. Photo credit Brianna Soukup of the Portland Press Herald.
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Roxy Rovin is a 4th
grader is in Mrs. Adolf ’s
classroom, and her brother Everett is a 2nd grader
in Mrs. Veazie’s classroom
They enjoy both Christmas and Hannukah at
their home. The student’s Artwork by Julia Reed
mother Amy Starr and her
partner Matt Hartnett have different faiths but
are raising a family that celebrates Christmas
and Hanukkah. They also have a Hanukkah
ornament hanging on their tree. The Hanukkah celebration revolves around the kindling
of a nine-branched menorah. On each of the
holiday’s eight nights, another candle is added
to the menorah after sundown; the ninth
candle, called the shamash (“helper”), is used
to light the others. Jews typically recite blessings during this ritual and display the menorah prominently in a window as a reminder to
others of the miracle that inspired the holiday.
(http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/hanukkah)

