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With
summer
fast
approaching, we are
looking
forward
to
accepting another class
here at Cristo Rey San
José. It’s hard to believe
that our small school of
250 will soon grow to 375
students who will work,
learn, lead, and succeed!
We are excited to expand
our campus this summer when our new academic
building will be completed. Never has the need for
additional space been more evident than now, when
our halls are bursting at the seams and new students
are registering every day!
As our final trimester of the year is upon us, we are
reflecting on the academic progress we have made
over the past 2 years. For our sophomore class of
2018, an amazing 60% are testing as proficient or
advanced in math, compared to 23% when they arrived
here at Cristo Rey. Additionally, students in the class
of 2018 meeting the college readiness benchmark
in writing grew from 17% last year to 73% this year.
Our freshman class of 2019 has also continued to
make incredible strides as well. Our freshman testing
below grade level in math has decreased from 47%

to 20% in just half a year! With our unique researchbased blended learning curriculum, we are confident
that these types of advancements will continue as
they have in an upward trend.
Not only have our academics continued to surpass
our expectations, but student life has grown and
expanded as well. Students can now choose to be
a part of over 20 clubs and athletic programs! Many
of these clubs were spearheaded by students, and
demonstrate our students’ commitment to being
men and women for others. For example, the Social
Justice Club focuses on solving social issues in our
community and around the world, while the Cooking
with Character Club spends their time after school
cooking lovely meals that are donated to our local
homeless shelter. We can’t help but be proud of our
students who continue to impress and inspire us with
their compassion for others.
We invite you to come visit Cristo Rey San José.
Meet our students, sit in on a class, and see
for yourself the incredible community we have
created here.
In gratitude,
		Joe Albers
		Principal

$15 Million Capital Campaign
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I saw my transplant
surgeon at Stanford
recently. She had a
great report for me!
More than 99% of
the bone marrow
in my body is not
my diseased marrow but instead my
brother
George’s
healthy marrow. She knows I work in education,
so she gave me a gold star and a smiley face
for the progress. I am so grateful for this report,
the care I’ve received, and the love and prayers
that I have been offered for my healing. I’m not
out of the woods on all this, but this is the best
result I could have hoped for, and I’m looking
forward to getting back to Cristo Rey San José!
Back at Cristo Rey San José, our first new
building is up and will be completed in time
for the next school year to start. We are so
thankful to those who have given to our Capital Campaign and allowed us to expand our
facilities! However, we still have a gap of about
$2.3 million left to complete the project and
give our students the space and resources they
need, including a new gym. If you are considering making a donation, wait no longer!
I would encourage those of you who have not
paid a visit to our school to come and take a
tour. Our school and community would not be
possible without the support of people like you,
and we invite you to come and see the difference you have made in our students’ lives.
We are truly blessed for the progress we have
made at Cristo Rey San José in just three short
years. It is so exciting to look ahead and see our
first class begin the college search process next
year as they become juniors.
Blessings,

Cristo Rey San José is at a critical juncture.
Our first new building is almost complete, but we still need $2.3 million to finish the campaign and
have the space we need to bring innovative education to students in need. Please consider donating
today! Any and all donations bring us closer to creating a sustainable facility that will make the dream of
college a reality for generations of students.

Join Us in our efforts to support life changing educaton for generations to come!

Father Peter Pabst, S.J
President

Cristo Rey Celebrates Women’s History Month!

March was Women’s History Month, and Cristo Rey
San José participated in several events in March
and leading up to March celebrating women in the
Bay Area with some of our female students.

skills. It was a great opportunity to expose the girls to
the impact that women are having in the workforce
and inspire them to strive for similar roles. Thanks to
Rich Saso for giving this opportunity to our students.

On February 25th, Rich Saso, a supporter of
CRSJ, took four Cristo Rey students to ELEVATE, a
CREW (Commercial Real Estate Women Network)
sponsored event, honoring diversity and women
in leadership in commercial real estate, in San
Francisco. The girls had the opportunity to speak
with a variety of women in leadership roles and hear
their success stories, all while practicing their social

On March 10th, three of our students had the
opportunity to attend the Women of Impact
Conference held by Cisco right here in San Jose.
The conference was an opportunity for all women
who work at Cisco internationally to connect, inspire,
and learn from each other. Our students were
exposed to women from many different countries
with different backgrounds who held many different

CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Cristo Rey Students Making an
Impact in their Community
Here at Cristo Rey San José, we are men and women for others. As
such, service to others in our community is an important mandatory
part of our curriculum. Our students participate in a variety of service
projects, including volunteering their time cleaning local parks,
spending time with children and adults with special needs, tutoring
at local elementary schools, and collecting and packing food with
local food banks. Our students have completed over 2,500 hours
of community service so far this year!

positions at Cisco, from executive to administrative.
It was an awesome opportunity for the girls to learn
more about women who are successful in the tech
industry, in our area and around the globe. They
participated in workshops, as well as listened to
speakers and panels discuss the role of women
in business and our world. Thank you to Cisco
for having us!

SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS

See what’s in store!
Summer Excitement at
Cristo Rey San José

Staff and Faculty Alike Committed to
Student Spiritual Growth

Summer is just around
the corner! See what our
students have in store.

Here at Cristo Rey San José,
we have a retreat program to
encourage spiritual growth for
every class. This year, our sophomore class experienced their
first overnight retreat at the
Jesuit Retreat Center in Los Altos. These retreats are a chance
for the students and staff to
connect outside of the walls of
our school and reflect on their
spirituality and greater purpose.
Not only are our administration
and faculty guiding the way for
students at these retreats, but
also, staff who don’t normally
interact with students on a day
to day basis get involved.

poured hours and hours into
planning to ensure the kids really gained something. It is an

Our Director of Finance,
Adriana Vennarucci, had the
opportunity to participate in this
year’s retreat. Says Adriana; “I
attended the Sophomore Retreat in February in hopes of
getting to know some of our
students, and becoming more
involved with the mission here
at Cristo Rey. I was completely
blown away by the experience.
The staff that led the retreat

It is so exciting to us to see how
involved our whole staff is with
our student life and spirituality.
This type of involvement speaks
to our mission to empower our
students to be prepared spiritually for college and beyond.
This community of inclusion
and involvement does not go
unnoticed by students. Here,
sophomore Giselle Zimora reflects on her retreat experience:

MAYRA L.

Mayra is excited to explore
Boston and Cambridge as
she attends Harvard Summer School, which is generously being funded through
her job placement at Cisco!
Mayra was featured in our
new video by the Emerson
Collective- check out our
website to learn more!

Kaela is traveling to upstate
New York where she will be
participating in a leadership
camp called Camp Rising Sun
to further her skills as a leader
at Cristo Rey and beyond!

KAELA Q.
Kassandra is celebrating
being accepted to the
Summer Sessions program
at the University of Notre
Dame in Indiana!

honor to know that I work side
by side with some of the most
compassionate human beings,
who truly adore our students.

The students exceeded every
expectation I had as well. The
students participated in each
activity with an open mind, and
shared heart-felt stories about
their lives. I gained valuable insight and started to understand
where these students come
from. I had such a great time,
and can’t wait to attend the retreat again next year!”

“I want to give a special thanks
to Ms.Vennarucci for sharing
her stories with us and opening
up. She inspired me to open up
as well and made me realize I
shouldn’t let the past ruin my
future or present plans. After
this retreat, one thing I will take
away is that I shouldn’t desire a
lot of materialistic things, rather
set goals or desire things that
can be life changing or impact
my life in a better way.”
-Giselle Zimora, Sophomore

KASSANDRA A.
Daisy will be researching
plant biology with a professor
at Stanford while she completes an internship through
the RISE program!

DAISY R.
David is pursuing his passion
of Robotics at Bellarmine
prep, where they are offering
CRSJ students free classes
this summer!

This year, our sophomore class experienced their first overnight retreat at the Jesuit Retreat Center in Los Altos.

DAVID Q.

We could
sure use
your help...

JOIN THE FAMILY
By donating to Cristo Rey educational
programs and operations, or by donating
your time and talents, you make dreams
into realities.
Send a donation or visit us online to donate.

SHARE

Share your Cristo Rey story with family
and friends and help our Cristo Rey
community grow. Every “one” who
shares Cristo Rey with someone opens
another door to advancing equal education and life changing experiences
for generations to come.

Come for a tour

We offer tours of the school if you
would like firsthand experiences of
our kids and buildings. Let me know!
I’m Shelby Saso and you can contact
me at shelby.saso@cristoreysj.org
(408) 605-7704

WORK STUDY PROGRAM

We need more partners!

Companies of All Shapes and Sizes Are Putting Our Students to Work!
CORPORATE WORK STUDY PROGRAM
One of the first questions we get from prospective corporate partners, donors, school visitors,
and friends alike is, “What do these students do
at their jobs?” The answers run the gamut, but
typically include primarily administrative or clerical tasks such as data entry, filing, scheduling,
answering telephones, ordering supplies, etc.
Our students work at large corporations such
as Cisco, HP, Yahoo, Cypress Semiconductor
and Stryker, as well as local companies such
as Pro-Sweep, Devcon, Frank Rimerman + Co. and
Berliner Cohen.
One of our largest partners is Palo Alto Medical
Foundation. PAMF employs two teams of students workers, one at their Sunnyvale clinic and
one at their Palo Alto clinic, for a total of 8 student
workers. Kathy Rowan, Associate Vice President
of Organizational Effectiveness reflects here: “We
find all 8 of the students to be professional, eager,
industrious and a pleasure to work with. Over the
course of the year so far they have assisted with a
variety of projects including, but not limited to registering patients for our annual Flu Shot Express,
escorting patients in the Diagnostic Imaging Department, confirming telephone appointments,
working as Patient Service Representatives at the
front desk of several of our clinical departments,
facilitating getting patients messages from the

automated system to the department requested,
assisting the office staff of the Ambulatory Surgery Center and assisting the financial analyst.
All the managers they work with report that they
are very quick to learn our processes, especially
those that involve computer programs.” Because
the program is going so well, PAMF is currently considering adding even more students to its
team next year!
Frank, Rimerman + Co., an accounting and consulting firm, is another one of our amazing Corporate Partners. The firm employs a team of our
student workers in their San Jose office to work
with several departments, including Administrative Support, Human Resources, Learning and
Development, and Marketing and Communications. To name a few, the students assist on projects regarding supply ordering, employee tracking, and updating of its alumni database. Frank,
Rimerman + Co. has also set-up a mentoring program for our student workers, connecting them
one-on-one with professionals who can light the
path to success. Says Anisha, Cristo Rey student
supervisor at Frank, Rimerman + Co., “Being
part of the Cristo Rey program and most importantly seeing each of our students grow in
skill sets that they are interested is a unique
experience like no other.”

We are so thankful for partners like
Palo Alto Medical Foundation and
Frank Rimerman + Co.!

2016 - 2017 Corporate Partners
DEDICATED TO SHAPING FUTURES AND CREATING OPPORTUNITIES

Invest in our future by
investing in theirs!
As we look forward to serving an
additional 130 students in the
2016-2017 school year, we are in
need of more corporate partners
dedicated to shaping futures and
creating opportunities.
Become a Work Study Partner
Already a Partner? Thank you!
Please, consider adding more
students to your sponsorship.

Contact Matt Bell
Work Study Director and COO
matt.bell@cristoreysj.org
408-293-0425 ext. 104

We couldn’t do it without you…

DONOR SPOTLIGHTS

True Supporter of our
Jesuit-Driven Mission

Supporting our Students’
Innovative Education

Mike Fox Sr.

Steven Finn

Mike Fox Sr., founder of M. E. Fox Company
and prominent Silicon Valley philanthropist,
joined the CRSJ Board of Directors this
Spring. “We are thrilled to have Mike join
our Board of Directors,” says President Rev.
Peter Pabst, S.J. “His generosity of time
and resources in our community speaks for
itself. Cristo Rey San José is lucky to have
his support.”

We would like to acknowledge Steve Finn,
who has donated over $3 million to our
Capital Campaign. Our new school building,
The Steve Finn Center for Collaboration and
Individualization, will be named in his honor.

“My whole persona in this
community is because of
the Jesuits,” says Fox
“My whole persona in this community is
because of the Jesuits,” says Fox, who has
been a longtime supporter of Jesuit education.
Cristo Rey schools have impressed him and
his wife, Mary Ellen (pictured above), by
providing Jesuit-centered, college preparatory
education to underserved, minority students
while also offering valuable work experience
through its Corporate Work Study Program.

Steve Finn is a founding board member of
CRSJ. Steve has been a tremendous supporter
of Cristo Rey from day one, supplying us
with Chromebooks for our Blended Learning
program as well as funds for the feasibility
study and the Capital Campaign.

Steve believes “the more
you give, the more you get”
Steve is the Founder and Chairman of the Trust
Company of America, and is a graduate of San
Jose State University. Steve believes “the more
you give, the more you get” which he lives out
through his relationship with CRSJ.

thank you so
much to all of
our donors who
are helping us
change the
trajectory of
our students’
lives!
Please visit our website
for a complete list of our
generous donors.

Thanks again to Steven Finn!

Thank you Mike Fox for all that you do for
Cristo Rey! We couldn’t do it without you!

#WAYS TO GIVE

Cristo Rey San José provides a college-prep education to
students who have limited educational options. Here are some
of the ways that you can help support our mission:
• Gifts of Cash
• Transfer of Stock
• Planned Giving
• Gifts of Appreciated Securities

• Wills
• Insurance
• Charitable Gift Annuities
• Volunteer Time!

Note: Cristo Rey High School is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional financial services. If legal advice or other expert assistance is needed, please seek the professional services of an attorney or certified public accountant. If you have any specific questions about the Planned Giving program at Cristo Rey High School, visit www.cristoreysanjose.org

Finishing our Second Year Strong!
See what we have accomplished and
what we are looking forward to!

Non Profit Org

• Hear from our President Fr. Peter Pabst SJ
• We thank our generous supporters

#1561

• Learn about our amazing Corporate Sponsors
• Share as we congratulate our students’ accomplishments!
Non Profit Org

#1561

Our Vision is Simple:

We are men and women for others
who work, learn, lead, and succeed.

Learn more at www.cristoreysanjose.org

Health & Wellness
Our Health and Wellness program
ensures that each student participates
in physical activity for one hour and is
given 2 healthy meals each day!

2x Healthy Meals

Reading Improvement

The percentage of sophomores reading
at or above grade level more than
doubled from 25% to 55% based on the
January NWEA!

2x improvement

Summer Programs
Cristo Rey San José provides amazing
summer programming for all of our
students. This summer our students will
have the opportunity to participate in:
immersion service trips in the Bay Area,
Sacramento, and Mexico, backpacking
experiences near Tahoe and Yosemite,
additional AP classes, and
interest workshops such
as photography!

2x FUN!

