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By: Evan Kubick
This school year the sixth-grade traveled
the world without ever leaving home. Mrs.
Prus, the sixth-grade English teacher, came up
with the idea five years ago when she was the
recipient of a journal that came from New
Jersey. She organized a project for her current
students in which they wrote an autobiography
and also some facts about their hometowns.
The students wrote this all down in their
journals, and then sent the journals to friends in
other cities. The recipients of the journals then
repeated the process.
The goal was for each journal to travel to
five places before returning to SFA. Those who
received a journal were asked to send a postcard back to our school so the sixth-graders
would know where the journals had been and
where they were headed next. For example,
one participant, Jaden Kubick, wrote about

Open House Art Show
By: Jack Brannon
Debuting this year during
Catholic Schools Week at St.
Francis was a school wide art show.
The idea came from Mrs. Lenahan
when she visited another school and
thought that SFA should do it. She
presented the idea to the faculty, and
they went for it. A committee was
formed with Mrs. McDaniel set to
head it. Through the help of
supportive teachers, a wonderful
committee of helpers, and a host of
talented students, the art show was
completed and ready for open house
on January 30, 2014. As soon as the
big night came, everyone knew it
was a success, with more people
coming to this open house than ever
before. Parents were thrilled to own
their student masterpieces.

All donations for the artwork
were given to the Monsignor Peter
Buchignani Endowment Fund. After
the show the art that was not selected
was donated to Ave Maria Nursing
Home. When asked about her
thoughts on the show, eight-grader
Emily Cea said, “I thought it was a
good idea as a fundraiser, and it gave
the students an opportunity to express
their individual artistic skills.” The
art show was a huge success. It
brought our entire school together and
united us as one.
The
Dearman
Family
enjoys the
5th grade
art of
Monet’s
bridge.

himself and Memphis, Tennessee, and sent his
journal to a friend in Cottonwood, Arizona. This
friend wrote about himself and Cottonwood, and
sent it all the way to Scotland, and the chain
continued until it finally came back to the school.
The students thoroughly enjoyed the project.
Jaden said, “At the beginning of every day in
English, each student would hope to get a postcard. It really made the class more exciting.” The
project also excited their teacher. Mrs. Prus said,
“The sixth-graders loved the project; they
wouldn’t even start class without reading the
journals that had recently come in!”
These journals have been everywhere. “We
hit forty-seven states and six continents,” said
Mrs. Prus. “Our goal was to hit all fifty states and
every continent, but Connecticut, Rhode Island,
South Dakota, and Antarctica just wouldn’t
cooperate.”
As the journals traveled the world, the other
sixth-grade teachers became interested in the
project and wondered if they could adapt it to fit
their subject matter. For example, in math, Mrs.
Cluck is planning to send journals around the
world and then have the students measure the total
number of miles each journal travelled.
Overall, the project was a great success. Most
of the journals came back filled with information
about faraway cities and regions. The students
enjoyed the project while improving their writing
skills and learning more about foreign places.

Mrs. Prus, along with sixth-grade students Rosealee
Beckham, Zack Dearman, and Jaden Kubick,
displays some of the well-traveled journals.
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Lenten Rice Bowls
What you give up for Lent changes lives.
By: Erin Bargiachi
Here at St. Francis we concentrate on
our call to service, particularly during
Lent. In the lower school, students receive Lenten cans to collect money for
our local St. Vincent de Paul Society.
Once students reach middle school, rice
bowls replace the Lenten cans. Organized
by Catholic Relief Services, the rice
bowls are another way to raise money for
poor countries around the world. You
don’t need to worry about making a large
donation; a little bit goes a long way.

Each bowl comes with a small chart
detailing how each amount of money
helps the countries selected for that year.
Rice bowls aren’t exclusively used in
our parish. Congregations across the
country participate to help the poor.
Catholic Relief Services focuses on
the Catholic Social Teachings, eight
principles calling for the basic rights of
every human person. One of these principles is the right for basic necessities.
These are what the rice bowls provide.
Our gospel also calls for us to take up
action against poverty around the world.
Mrs. Siano, the head of the religion
Kindergarten Celebrates the
Marriage of Q & U

Pictured from left to right are the
brides and grooms who celebrated
the marriage of ‘Q’ and ‘U’:
Ben Armada, Avery Marx, Jack
Kollasch, Sarah Swearingen,
Kelan Kattawar, and Kyle Border.
Mr. Don Thompson, Safety and
Security Director, officiated.

department at our school, said, “Through
our Lenten rice bowl project, we have an
opportunity to put our gospel values into
action.”

Poetry Corner
What is dark without light?
Day without night?
Sure there’d be nothing else to fight,
but there’d also be nothing to fight for.
So let thunder roll and the rain pour.
Let darkness do whatever it dare
For heroes and villains come in pairs.
By: Kaitlin Simpson (8th grade)

Book Review By: Tyler Richards

Eighth grade choir students helped the Parent’s Day Out children with an Easter Egg
Hunt on April 8th and 9th. They were blessed with beautiful sunny weather and had
a great time together searching for the hidden plastic eggs filled with candy.
Mrs. Sell’s 3K students
are dressed up in their
Easter best. Miles Bryant
is surrounded by his
lovely classmates.
Pictured from left to right
are Skylar Philpot,
Margaret Jamora, Payton
Hunt, Miles Bryant,
Madelyn Hutchins,
Megan Roberts, and
Isabella Saba.

The Fault in Our Stars is a novel that is
both heartwarming and tragic. It is the story of
sixteen year old Hazel Lancaster, a terminal
cancer patient. Her mother, out of love, makes
her attend a Cancer support group. During one
of the meetings, a young man, Augustus
Waters, shows up. They then become friends
and learn that they enjoy the same book, An
Imperial Affliction. After Hazel says she would
love to meet the author to find out the ending of
the book, Augustus reveals he has contacted the
author. Using the Make a Wish Foundation,
they set up a meeting with
him in Amsterdam. Will
Hazel's questions be
answered? Will Hazel
and Augustus overcome
their cancer? Find out in
John Green's amazing
novel: The Fault in Our
Stars.
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SFA SPORTS

Pictured above is the seventh and eighth grade girls championship basketball team. On the
left are Hannah Dugan and Madison Mayhall playing tight defense on a player from Grace-St.
Luke. Team picture above: (Top row) Coach Dave Dugan, Lauren Devine, Hannah Dugan,
Eli Rose Focht, Madison Mayhall, and Assistant Coach Melody Mayhall. (Bottom row)
Shayla Clancy, Maya Wielgosz, Lindsey Gaffney, Kyile Schaumburg, and Sydney McCoy.

Congratulations to the 5th/6th grade cheerleaders on a great season!
Pictured above L to R: Campbell Holmes and Lauren Campbell in
front; (middle row) Gianna DiGaetano, Hannah Jones, Kate Burnett,
Emma Kirkpatrick, Graysie Ferber, Grayce Hogan, Bree Clemente,
Avery Baker; (back row) Abby Burns, Rachel Hosp, Caroline Vassallo, Francesca Yasseri, Mary Grace Criswell, Kelly Olchawa, Laura
Boyd, Emma Nelson, Christina Iovinelli, Lydia Gillock.
STUDENT/FACULTY VOLLEYBALL GAME

By: Mark Brouwer
Coming as a surprise to no one, the eighth-graders beat the
faculty and staff in the annual students versus faculty volleyball game
this year. This marked the first time in fifteen years that the
students bested the teachers. Mr. Jeffery, a regular member of the
faculty team said, “It was hard to accept. We had won every year,
but this year’s eighth-grade team was really good. They had some
great servers, and, unlike previous eighth-grade teams, they volleyed
really well.” The students ended up winning the match, beating the
teachers two out of the three games. The students came out strong
winning the first game against their opponents. However, the faculty
proved worthy by dominating the second game on all fronts. Finally,
the third and final game began. The students quickly jumped out in
front of the teachers, carrying their lead to match point. With the
score at fourteen to nine, every eighth-grader prepared to storm
the court. At that point, the faculty unleashed its secret weapon,
Father Jolly Sebastian. After several hard serves from Father Jolly,
the score was fourteen to twelve in favor of the students. This
caused the student section to calm down. Then, with the faculty
serving, the ball came to Kyle Buckingham who lightly tapped it over

By: Mark Brouwer

Above is the eighth grade boys basketball A-team.
(Top Row) Will Huber, Chase Phillips, Conner
Cremerius, Caleb Criswell, and Bryan Justin;
(Bottom Row) Chase Chiozza, Brayden Hultman,
Johnny Lutz, and Nick Montesi.

Jennifer Sosnowski, 7th grade, powers through the hurdles to defeat
St. Agnes at the Shelby 7/8 League track meet on April 10th at
Briarcrest. Congratulations on a first place win!

the net. Coach DiGaetano made a great diving attempt at the
ball, but hit the ball into the net. The ball fell to the floor and the
crowd erupted in joy. The students had won the game! Student
player Kyle Buckingham said, “It was a lot of fun, but I wasn’t
sure if we could pull it out in the end.” Teammate Patrick
O’Looney added, “Our victory
was a pure rush of adrenaline.
We finally ended the teachers’
dynasty!”

Just wait until next year!!
Rematch time!

Page 4

ART GALLERY

Cat in the Hat
Will Stewart, 5K

Kiln fired Crosses
Catherine Crowe, 8th grade

Furry Creature in Rain Forest
Emma Wadovick, 3rd grade

Snowman
Ryan Wiggins, 4K

Big Mouth Self Portrait
Tori Cappadona, 7th grade

Snowflake, Art Club
Rhada Zalawadia, 7th grade

Monochromatic Self-Portrait
Addison Stanford, 3rd grade

Picture with My Fingers
Janvier Norville, 5K

By: Olivia Webb
Feature Cartoonist - Olivia Webb

that she would definitely miss art
if she were unable to draw, but for
By: Jo Dearman
a career choice, she is considering
Eighth grader Olivia Webb has being a veterinarian or a photogmade quite a mark in the art world at rapher. Besides drawing, Olivia
St. Francis. For the past two years, plays volleyball in her free time.
Olivia has been our cartoonist for
One of her favorite things about
The Howler. She loves all art in
being an artist is having her gifts
general because it expresses what
and talents put on paper and
you have in your thoughts and feel- viewed by others.
ings. Olivia has been drawing since
the first grade and loves to draw in
her free time. Black and white
drawings in pencil especially appeal
to her because of the beautiful shading pencil can make. Olivia tells us

SFA VARIETY SHOW: The annual Variety Show showcased
a wide variety of talents of our St. Francis students, including
singing, dancing, and even some basketball-spinning! Some of
the many great acts were “Let It Go” sung by Jo Dearman, “We
Will Rock You” played on the guitar by Will Thomas, and Jake
Barrow‘s stunning basketball acts. Erin Bargiachi and Caroline
McClure played “Queen of the Night Aria”, a piano duet from
The Magic Flute. The show was set up by Mr. Vaziri, who is
also our school’s choir teacher. “We had a really entertaining
variety show this year with many wonderful singers, instrumentalists, and dancers,” said Mr. Vaziri. The students watching the
show enjoyed it also. “Seeing the talents of St. Francis students
was very inspiring,” said Ashley Watters. The Variety Show is
definitely a great tradition for these very talented Saint Francis
students.
By: Kennedy Hamblen

