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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
As we head into the holiday season, it allows Red Dragons
everywhere to reflect on all that has occurred at the Purchase Line
School District during the first part of the 2017-2018 school
year. Academically, the District’s 2016-2017 School Performance
Profile scores were made available publicly at http://
www.paschoolperformance.org or may also be accessed through
the Purchase Line website at www.plsd.k12.pa.us.
This is the fifth year for the School Performance Profile. While
again for this year we received a mixture of positive results and
areas of concern, the more important aspects of this resource is
that it allows us to acknowledge our strengths and use the profile
as a tool for student improvement. From the information provided, we can learn that our elementary students’ promotion rate is
an impressive 99.87% or at the high school our 2016-2017 Cohort
Graduation Rate of 98.41% outpaces the state average of
86.09%. I encourage readers to explore the site. As one that
thrives off of competition, I routinely compare us to schools in the
county and across the Commonwealth.
As stated in previous Liner articles, please be aware that although
the SPP has only been around since 2013, it will be replaced by
the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the 2017-2018
school year with a more globally encompassing measure named
the Future Ready PA Index. My hope is this new measure will
be less dependent on single high stakes tests and a more accurate
depiction of the great school we are all proud to be a part of. For
example, PLSD will be acknowledged for being a rural school and
the challenges it presents and also be rewarded for offering not
only Advanced Placement courses but also college in high school
courses.
In addition to our academic undertakings, a full schedule of social,
artistic, cultural, and athletic events have occurred during this fast
paced start to our school year. The fall sports teams have all
concluded their seasons. Whether it is on the football field, at a
band competition, volleyball court, or cross country course, all
participants report varying levels of individual and group success
and growth. All fall athletic teams representing the faithful PL
Dragons reached post season play. Congratulations to those
students and their coaches for their hard work and dedication. Our
homecoming and fall formal dances were both held to allow students to socialize and dance the night away. Also, in a new twist
in our performing arts department, PL produced a winter themed
musical and the results were nothing short of fabulous for PL’s
rendition of White Christmas.
Continued on Page 2
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With the first nine weeks marking period behind us and progressing steadily through the second marking period, I
feel it is safe to say the newest additions to our teaching ranks are here to stay and can officially be called Red
Dragons. Those newest members are Ms. Hannah Lockard and Mr. Luke Parfitt. Both join the PLSD Dragon family with an eye toward guiding our students toward a much more technologically rich future.
As of the writing of this article, PLSD has not been required to utilize any school cancellations or postponed starting times of the school day due to inclement weather. However, we are well aware that historically speaking the
snow, ice, cold, and generally nasty weather is on its way. With that said, in an effort to provide accurate and timely cancellation information to as many of our community members as possible, we are again utilizing the Remind101 app for the 2017-2018 school year. Announcements such as early dismissals or school cancellations due
to weather or celebratory announcements such as high school graduation times and dates will be shared using this
format. To voluntarily sign up for Remind101, please follow the steps below. Please note that traditional means of
notification will still be utilized: SchoolMessenger (phone calls), news media, etc. Furthermore, those traditional
means remain our official means of notification of school cancellations and delays.
On a personal note, as I mentioned in our fall 2017 Liner, I am honored to enter my fifth year of serving the Purchase Line community as your Superintendent of Schools. This year is flying by. The winter and early fall bring
many exciting moments of reflection and growth. Graduation is literally around the corner for our seniors, the
same seniors that were in 8th grade when I first stepped on this campus. Over the holidays, I will be keenly grateful for not only the health and prosperity of my family but also for the opportunity this District has provided to me
to serve such great colleagues, board members, community members, and most importantly students.
Lastly, I welcome any district stakeholder to another installment of Late Night Snacks with the Super(intendent) on
Wednesday, January 10, 2018, from 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. I, along with members of the Purchase Line School District
Leadership Team, will host an open forum in the high school auditorium lobby. My goal for this open forum, identical to the Breakfast with Bradley events, is to provide all members of the community an opportunity to meet me,
hear a brief state-of-school overview, and have an opportunity to share their points of pride within the district as
well as to discuss their concerns. We will provide beverages and a light snack. Although in the past these forums
have been general in nature, and if needed, arrangements have been made to discuss specific confidential issues,
this specific late night snacks will be focused on technology. This will be a preliminary meeting to gauge wants and
needs and begin a conversation with all stakeholders in regards to the future of technology at PL. If attending,
please enter directly into the auditorium lobby via the properly marked outside door.
Go Red Dragons!

Re-Introducing:
Purchase Line Remind101: A fast easy way to stay up to date on Purchase Line School District wide announcements and information.
Announcements such as early dismissals or school cancellations due to weather or celebratory announcements such as High School graduation times and dates will be shared using this format. Please note that traditional means of notification will still be utilized:
SchoolMessenger (phone calls), News Media, etc.
WHAT IS IT?
Remind101 provides a safe way for school staff to text message students and stay in touch with parents for free.
School Staff use remind101.com, the Android app or the iOS app to send texts to students and parents phones without ever having to
share their own phone number. Students and parents also never have to share their phone number with teachers. Ever.
WHAT MAKES IT SAFE?
Teachers never see their students’ phone numbers. Students never see theirs. Remind101 is a one-way broadcast system. Teachers
cannot send individual messages to students or parents, and students/parents cannot reply. Remind101 also keeps a log of all message
history, which can never be edited or deleted. To sign up: follow the instructions located in this edition of The Liner.

Continued on Page 3
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Mr. Bradley created Purchase Line School District on Remind.
Follow these steps to join!

1. Download the Remind app. It’s free!

2. Enter the class code

@purchase
How to sign up for Remind’s Purchase Line School District
messages:

To receive messages via text, text @purchase to (814) 343-9273. You can
opt-out of messages at anytime by replying, ‘unsubscribe@purchase’.

What’s Remind?
Remind is a simple way for you to stay informed and up-to-date with what’s happening in your class. By joining your teacher’s class on Remind, you’re choosing to
receive class messages via push notifications, SMS, or email. Don’t worry, your phone number will not be shared with the teacher or anyone else in the class.

ATTENTION:
If you know anyone who would like to receive a copy of
THE LINER
and is not on our mailing list please have them send their
name and address to:
Purchase Line School District
16559 Route 286 Highway E.
Commodore, PA 15729
ATTN: Deb A. Johnson
or email the information to:
johnsond@plsd.k12.pa.us
A copy of The Liner can be found on the
PLSD Website.
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17th Annual Thanksgiving Feast
Brittany Jennings and Angel Larson Photos

Students make Thanksgiving feast

Students in Matthew Scott and Ashlee Bish’s classes prepared and served the annual Thanksgiving Feast on November 15. Students
demonstrated social skills, manners, proper hygiene and kitchen safety, and cooking skills along with reading, writing, and math skills
throughout the project. Students were involved in every aspect from shopping for ingredients to preparing and cooking the foods which they
served on the day of the school-wide feast. Senior Maggie Long, Junior Stanley Wyno, and Instructional Aide Joy Temchulla serve guests at
the feast (top, left). Seventh Grader James Overman, Stanley Wyno, and Seventh Grader Derek Komlosky help to peel potatoes (top, right).
Eighth Grader Haley Little serves croissants (above, left). Seventh Grade Alexander Murdick, James Overman, Instructional Aide Linda
Snyder, and Ashlee Bish help prepare the ingredients for the stuffing balls, including cubing the bread (above, center). Maggie Long and
Sophomore Destiny Salyers mixes the pumpkin bars by hand (above, right). Salyers serves corn to guests during the event (below, left).
Alexander Murdick cracks an egg for the stuffing balls (below, center). Seniors Zack McIntyre and Ernest Piper help peel potatoes (below,
right). Matt Scott said, “My favorite part of making the Thanksgiving food is seeing how proud my students are when they accomplish something. Making a dinner of this magnitude for this many people is not an easy task. At times the students feel overwhelmed, along with the
adults. It is great to see how happy and proud they are when the task is complete.”
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Anatomy Students Study the Skeletal System
Submitted By: Mr. Thom
Students in Mr. Thom’s 12th grade Anatomy and Physiology class recently spent several weeks studying the human
skeletal system. When students realized they would be required to learn all 206 bones in the adult human body, more
than one jaw (or should I say mandible) dropped! At first, many students thought the task would be impossible; however, there were those students who looked forward to the challenge and couldn’t wait to get started.
The unit began with a study of the function and organization of the skeletal system. Topics included bone
classification, bone formation, and the anatomy of a typical long bone. Class discussions also focused on factors that
influence bone development, such a vitamin deficiencies and hormone imbalances, as well as changes to the skeletal
system as a person ages, such as osteoporosis.
The most challenging part of the unit was learning all 206 bones in the average adult human. To make the task more
manageable, each lesson focused on a different area of the body. For example, the first lesson focused on the bones of
the cranium while the lesson that followed examined the facial bones. The use of models, diagrams, and online
resources provided the students with ample opportunity to learn
each bone by name. The process continued until the class had
studied each and every bone in the body.
Many students were surprised to learn that of the 206 bones in
the body, 106 bones are found in the hands and feet (27 bones in
each hand, 26 in each foot). With that many bones in the hands
and feet, it might seem nearly impossible to keep them all
straight; however, the use of mnemonic devices makes learning
difficult topics much easier. For example, the phrase, “The
Circus Needs More Interesting Little Clowns,” helped students
remember the seven tarsal bones comprising the foot.
In the end, the unit was well received by most students. They
learned a lot about the human skeletal system, including all 206
bones! For those students heading off to college next year to
study nursing, pre-medicine, or a similar program, they have a
solid foundation upon which they can continue learning about
human anatomy and physiology.

$

Seniors and
$$

Senior Parents

Please take the time to check
out the Guidance Office
Scholarship Webpage

Apply! Apply! Apply!
www.plsd.k12.pa.us —Schools — JSHS — Academics —
Guidance Office —
Scholarships

Kyle Gearhart, Sierra Stiffler, Mekenzie
McCracken, and Ethan Brady review the
bones of the human skeletal system.

Student-Athletes Should Plan Early for College Sports
Submitted By: Mrs. Lambie

It’s hard when a student is in 7th and 8th grade to think
about life after high school. Many student-athletes at that
age dream of making it big as college and later professional
athletes. Students and families need to plan ahead long
before their junior and senior year in high school. To play
Division I or Division II sports, a student needs to meet
eligibility requirements. That includes specific courses,
grades and test scores. There are also rules and regulations
that colleges/universities must follow with their recruiting
practices. To find the most updated information, parents
and students should check out the NCAA Eligibility Center
Website at www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/eligibilitycenter.
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Happy Holidays
Bugay paints mural in elementary cafeteria
Submitted By: Mr. Aurandt
Written By: Emileigh Syster
Senior Samantha Bugay is a very talented lady. She painted a mural on the elementary cafeteria
wall. Bugay is a senior and plans to attend nursing school after graduation. Elementary Principal
Thomas Aurandt stated, “She volunteered her time this summer to design and paint a Dragon
mural in the elementary cafeteria. It's my understanding a mural had been on this wall but was
painted over some time ago.”
Bugay really enjoys painting, “But I like drawing more.” Bugay stated, She's always had an
interest in art. Bugay said, “I’ve drawn since I can remember and I draw during most of my free
time.” Her favorite thing about drawing and painting is seeing people’s reactions to it.
Bugay stated, “My favorite thing about drawing and painting is seeing people’s reaction to the
final drawing/painting. Painting the mural will get plenty of good reactions for years to come.”
When talking about who inspired her to start drawing and painting, her pap was the one who
inspired her. Bugay said, “When I was little my pap would draw small, funny sketches of farm
animals and I would always try to copy them. Not to long after that, I was trying to draw everything around me. Now drawing is something I love to do and during the majority of my free time I
draw.”
A lot of people really admire Bugay and her work.
Sophomore Jenna Nichol said, “Samantha is a very nice person and she always has a positive
attitude about stuff. She is also a very good leader and she is a very good artist.”
Freshman Brooke Eyler enjoys Bugay’s company. Eyler stated, “She’s always fun to be around and there’s never a dull moment
with her. She’s creative and artistic and is very good at everything she does.”
Freshman Aliya Nichol said, “I love her being the section leader in band. She’s really funny and she’s a really nice person.”

Challenge Program recognizes students
Written By: Sadie Jobe
Purchase Line High School partnered with Anew Home Health
Agency, Inc. in order to provide scholarships to their students
through the Challenge Program. The scholarships were awarded for
attendance, STEM (excellence in science, technology, engineering,
and math), community service, academic improvement, and
academic excellence.
The Challenge Program, Inc. has two main goals: “to build
sustainable Business/Education partnerships while introducing
students to careers in their communities.” They want students to
develop skills that they will need in their future careers, and they
want to connect businesses to schools.
At the assembly November 1, representatives from The Challenge
Program, Inc. and Anew Home Health Agency, Inc. came to
Senior Lucinda Lee, Senior Madison Zometsky, Junior Ashlee Parks,
Purchase Line to award five juniors and five seniors with $200
Junior Jennifer Lomman, (front row); Senior Benjamin Hansel, Senior
check awards for the scholarship categories from the 2016-2017
Brandon Davis, Senior Ethan Brady, Junior Thomas Long, and Junior
Tanner Berringer, were recognized by Anew Home Health Agency, Inc.
year.
during an assembly for the Challenge Program November 1 (above).
2017 Challenge Program Award recipients were:
Kelly Howells (far left) and Bob Winslow (far right) represented Anew
Senior Lucinda Lee, Perfect Attendance; Senior Benjamin Hansel,
Home Health Agency, Inc. at the assembly and presented the students
STEM; Senior Madison Zometsky, Community Service; Senior
with their awards for perfect attendance, STEM, community service,
academic improvement and academic excellence.
Brandon Davis, Academic Improvement; Senior Ethan Brady,
Academic Excellence; Junior Thomas Long, Perfect Attendance;
Junior Tanner Berringer, STEM; Junior Cecilia Kravarik, Community Service; Junior Ashlee Parks, Academic Improvement;
and Junior Jennifer Lowman, Academic Excellence.
Some seniors, juniors, and sophomores helped with a skit, “Classroom Feud: Workplace Edition,” that helped to explain what the
Challenge Program is. According to the Challenge Program, “This fun game show spin-off reveals to students the right
answers to the important questions for career-readiness and success both in and beyond the classroom and how to earn cash
incentives.”
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Meet PL’s Reading and Math Specialists
The Purchase Line Title I Team is committed to the success of our students at the Junior-Senior High School
and Elementary School. Please contact us with any questions or concerns.

Contact Information:
Title I Federal Coordinator
griersont@plsd.k12.pa.us

Mr. Thomas Grierson

Title I Federal Programs Secretary
johnsond@plsd.k12.pa.us

Mrs. Deb Johnson

Ext. 4012

Ext. 4024

Title I Teachers
(standing left to right in the picture above are:)
Mrs. Kandi McCabe
Mrs. Deanna Gray
Mrs. Carly Sadler
Ms. Kim Misurda

mccabek@plsd.k12.pa.us
grayd@plsd.k12.pa.us
sadlerc@plsd.k12.pa.us
misurdak@plsd.k12.pa.us

Ext. 4202
Ext. 5118
Ext. 5118
Ext. 5118

Indiana County Environthon
Submitted By: Ms. Beatty

In September, 7th and 8th grade students from schools across
Indiana County spent the day at Blue Spruce Park competing
in the Junior Envirothon. The Indiana County Conservation
District sponsors the annual event. Purchase Line had not
participated for many years but this year was represented by
a team of 8th graders.
Student teams rotated through five stations with various
environmental themes. The themes were Aquatic Ecology,
Wildlife, Current Issues—Watersheds, Forestry and Soils
and Land Use. Specialists in the field presented a lesson at
each station during which one student from the group was
able to take notes. After each lesson, students briefly
reviewed their notes and then collaboratively took a test on
the material presented.

Envirothon team members: Jayce Brooks, Noah Peles,
Abby Kitchen, Ethan Peterson and Diezel Jobe.

The team from Purchase Line placed first in 8th grade competition earning a perfect score on three of the five
tests!
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The Annual Purchase Line Fall Formal
Submitted By: Ms. Horner
The annual Purchase Line Fall Formal was held on Saturday, November 25, 2017 at the Rustic Lodge in
Indiana, PA. The fall formal was organized by members of SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions)
Club. Through fundraising, SADD also helped contribute to the funding of the fall formal. This year’s
formal was attended by one hundred and forty-three students. Students are permitted to attend the fall formal
once they enter ninth grade and are allowed to bring guests from other schools with permission.
A lot of work and preparation goes into helping make the formal a fun and successful event. Members of
SADD start preparation for next year’s fall formal soon after the conclusion of this year’s formal. The colors
of this year’s formal, voted by SADD members, were crimson and gold. Each year Rustic Lodge decorates
the dining area with the chosen colors.
Many attendees arrived early with family and friends to have pictures taken in front of the fireplace and
Christmas tree that the Rustic Lodge had beautifully decorated. At 6:00 PM, participants were prompted to
the dining area to begin the night’s festivities. The president of SADD, Maddie White, welcomed guests and
then introduced Micah Kurka, chaplain of SADD, who then gave the blessing of the food. Dinner started
being served shortly after 6:00 PM. The menu, which was chosen by SADD officers, included stuffed
chicken breast, beef filets, pasta alfredo, mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, salad and rolls. Chocolate cake
with raspberry filling was served for dessert. Potato chips and pretzels were available throughout the night
as snacks. A soda and slushy bar was also provided to attendees throughout the evening.
Mixmaster Mike Miller provided the disc jockey and emcee services for the formal from 7:00 PM -10:00 PM.
Throughout the three hours of music and dancing, participants were able to request their favorite songs to be
played. Media coverage from the event can be found on the website www.themixmaster.net and on
Facebook.com/MixmasterDjService.
One of the highlights of the evening was the crowning of king and queen. All senior class attendees of the
formal were eligible to be crowned. Voting was done by everyone who attended the formal. Chosen to be
the 2017 fall formal king and queen were Melvin Sanchez and Maddie Ober. They were crowned by Maddie
White and Tyler Kachmarchi, vice-president of SADD.
The formal was chaperoned by high school principal, Mr. Jim Price and his wife (Jana), Mr. Sean Mack, and
Ms. Julie Horner, who serves as the SADD advisor. The 2018 Purchase Line SADD Fall Formal will
once again be held at the Rustic Lodge in Indiana on November 24, 2018.

2017 Fall Formal Queen and King
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Get More Math!
Submitted By: Mr. Beers

The Purchase Line Math Department has recently begun using Get More Math in
various courses. With this program, teachers are able to assign topics that support
concepts covered in the class and on the standardized state exams. Teachers are able
to access reports from the past and present to see what topics need additional attention.
Cumulative exams and worksheets can also be generated. Teachers can share content
that they have created with others.
Here are some positive reasons students work on the program:
*Students get to have somewhat of a say on what to work on.
*Games are available once they earn credits from answering questions correctly.
*They can ask teachers for help via computer without other students knowing they
need help.
*Results from their answers to problems will be known right away.
*Questions have to be answered correctly before students can advance.
*After completion of assigned topics, students are given the opportunity to select their
areas of weakness to practice.

PAGE 10

THE LINER

WINTER 2017

PURCHASE LINE SCHOOL DISTRICT
KINDERGARTEN PRE-REGISTRATION

We look forward to meeting you and your child!
We want to welcome new kindergarten students coming in School Year 2018-2019. Children who will be
five (5) years old prior to September 1, 2018, may enroll in our kindergarten program. Registration of children for
2018-2019 kindergarten classes in the Purchase Line School District will take place February 27th and 28th at the
elementary school. Registration for the incoming students will be by appointment only so that teachers may screen
each child to help prepare him/her for their first year in school. You will be notified of the time and date for your
child’s registration appointment. On the assigned kindergarten registration day, the parent or guardian must bring
an official birth certificate, all health and immunization records of the child, parent/guardian’s driver’s license or
other proof of residency. All children, prior to admission to their first year of school, are required by law to have
the following immunizations:







4 doses of tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis (1 dose on or after the 4th birthday)
4 doses of polio (4th dose on or after 4th birthday and at least 6 months after previous dose given)
2 doses of measles, mumps, rubella
3 doses of hepatitis B Vaccine
2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) vaccine or evidence of immunity

If your child will be five (5) prior to September 1, 2018, please complete the following form and return it to
the elementary school office. You will receive notification of the day and time you are scheduled for Kindergarten
registration. Transfer students (those students coming from another school district) must also meet the age requirements
or must have attended school a minimum of ninety (90) days in another district. District residents (those who lived in
the district one (1) year prior to enrolling their child) will not be permitted to use the transfer policy. If you know of
anyone - a friend, neighbor, or relative, who should be informed of this registration, please pass along the information.
Thank you! We look forward to meeting you and your child.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FORM
2018-2019
CHILD'S FULL NAME___________________________________________________________________________________
(First)
(Middle-Required)
(Last)
CHILD'S BIRTHDATE_____________________________________________________________________ MALE/FEMALE
(Please circle one)
CHILD’S STATE OF BIRTH__________________________________________ ETHNICITY_________________________
FATHER/MOTHER’S NAMES____________________________________________________________________________
(Or guardian of child)
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE_______________________________________________WORK PHONE___________________________________
(mother/father)
CELL PHONE (mother) ______________________________

CELL PHONE (father) ____________________________

SCHOOL MESSENGER NUMBER_________________________________________________________________________
(One phone number to be contacted at in the event of an early dismissal)

Name of brother/sister in Purchase Line Elementary School with whom information could be sent home:
_______________________________________ Grade and/or homeroom number_______________________
Please be sure to complete this form carefully to help in the process of making appointments. Promptly return it to
the elementary school. **Please indicate if you require a particular date and time for your appointment.**
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PL Proudly Presents: “White Christmas”
Submitted By: Mrs. Bouch

On November 30, December 1 and 2, Purchase Line Musical Theatre presented the musical
“White Christmas.” The musical features music by Irving Berlin. It takes place in 1954 and is
about a former General turned innkeeper. Phil Davis and Bob Wallace, former soldiers turned
Showbiz entertainers, take it upon themselves to help General Waverly save his inn. With the
help of the Haynes sisters and quirky Martha Watson, the “concierge,” White Christmas is full
of laughs, song and dance. The PL students were involved in every aspect of the production
including: singing, dancing, orchestra, set construction, stage crew, sound, lighting and makeup. This musical ushered in the holiday season as the community engaged in an audience
sing-along and “snow” fell from the “sky.”

From our department to yours…..may all your Christmases be white!

Merry Christmas from Red Dragon News!
Seniors Isaac Hughes
and Whitney Lowe
are the veteran faces
that greet their peers
for morning announcements for the
Red Dragon News
at the High School.
Isaac and Whitney,
along with the underclassmen who read
the morning announcements each
day, have been
spreading holiday
cheer by wearing
their Santa hats and
reindeer ears as they
share the events for
the day.
Merry Christmas from
RDN!
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PL faculty, support staff and students
PROUDLY support breast cancer awareness!
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Purchase Line Students Visit Holocaust Museum in DC
Submitted By: Mrs. Knapp
On Tuesday, December 5th students from selected
courses that cover the Holocaust at Purchase Line High
School traveled to Washington, D.C. to tour the Holocaust Museum. This experience was made possible
through the Blanche Beerman Holocaust Fund, a part
of the Community Foundations for the Alleghenies,
which generously paid for the bussing and lunches of
the participants.
In weeks prior to the trip the students who were
attending spent time in class studying the causes and
crimes of this horrific event. The most pressing question I came across in my classes was how the Holocaust happened. My students and I have spent a great
deal of time talking about who was targeted and how
systematically from 1933 to 1939 laws were enacted to
limit the rights of certain people under German
occupation. We had also spent time studying why
Nazi Germany moved to create concentration camps
and then their “Final Solution” of total annihilation.
The topics we had covered in class were brought to
life in the exhibits at the Museum. Students noticed
the original posters, notices, and signs on display that
spoke to the limitation of rights, the targeting of people
based on race, and the euthanasia programs carried out
on the mentally and physically disabled. Most of the
students reported back that the displays of the personal
items, shoes, clothing, and photos, of people who were
victims of these crimes greatly impacted them. They
spent a great deal of the tour exploring the exhibits of
the cattle transport car, the model of the killing center
at Auschwitz, and the prisoner barracks.
On the same floor I was personally impressed with
the amount of students, and the amount of time they
spent, in the area where the survivor stories were told.
It speaks volumes about the type of student body we
have here at Purchase Line that they were willing to
travel such a distance to experience this tragedy, to try
to understand it and sympathize with the victims and
survivors. The world is a precarious place and people
sometimes can be indifferent and callous to the suffering of those they do not like or feel connected to, but
through the willingness of this staff, volunteer chaperones, and student body to study the horrors depicted in
this Museum we may be able to help each other
prevent such atrocities from happening in the future.

The teaching of Holocaust history is a large part of
the even larger historical problem of Genocide, the
mass killing of races of people. Although the term
genocide is relatively new, the actions of genocides are
not; nor have they ended. We trace out our own mass
removal of Native peoples in history classes and work
to study the plights of those who have been persecuted
throughout time; but we must also face the fact that
there are still people in the world who still perpetuate
such acts. Recent events in Africa and especially
Syria, which is depicted in the Holocaust Museum,
should invoke the same senses of horror we feel when
we study the Holocaust itself.
The goal of the Survivors and those who keep the
memory of these events alive is to, through education
of the general public, make sure that “Never Again,”
do these acts of genocide occur. This is the charge of
knowledge. Learning something by itself is useless
unless, as Mr. Bradley asked our students to do that
morning, they share what they now know; they must
use their knowledge to better our world. The torch has
now been passed, from those who experienced this
tragedy to those who have now learned about it, and as
Leon Feldhandler charged the Survivors of Sobibor,
you are charged to “let the world know what has
happened here” and to never let humanity forget.
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“Where Are They Now”
Purchase Line Red Dragon Alumni
Submitted By: Mrs. Lambie

Class of 1965 – Patricia (Davidson) Bash – Retired from Indiana University of PA
Class of 1965 – Joanne Keith – Retired – Indiana County Welfare Office
Class of 1967 – John L. Baker – Retired from Wabtec in Greensburg, a branch of Westinghouse, Inc.
Class of 1969 – LuAnne (Breth) Baker – Retired from Purchase Line School District
Class of 1969 – Charles Johnson – Retired State Security Officer/Military and A & T Transit Bus Driver
Class of 1970 – Sam Pappal – Retired Executive, Engineering from General Dynamics
Class of 1972 – Steven E. Matko – Superintendent of Field Operations, Estimator – Derry Construction
Class of 1981 – John Small – Assistant Superintendent, Polk County Schools
Class of 1983 – Neil Stuchell – Law Enforcement, Indiana County Sheriff
Class of 1984 – Pam (Rushton) Small – Personal Care Assistant/Teacher Aide, Purchase Line School District
Class of 1986 – Daniel Gaston – Owner, Gaston Graphic Studio
Class of 1988 – Belinda (Neely) Lambie – Guidance Counselor, Purchase Line JSHS
Class of 1989 – Peggy (Walls) Schrammel – Vice President, Asia PAC & Scientific Affairs, PAREXEL
Class of 1990 – Jeffrey A. Fox – Business Manager – North East School District
Class of 1990 – Patricia (McCullough) Goncher – Dietitian, Memorial Medical Center
Class of 1990 – Robert A. Higgins – State Corrections Office – PA Department of Corrections
Class of 1991 – Chris O’Hara – Show Manager – Great American Outdoor Show, NRA
Class of 1994 – Kelley (Keith) Goss – School Psychologist – The Learning Lamp; Independent Contractor
Class of 1995 – Dave Long – State Trooper, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Class of 1995 – Janacina Kerr – Director, Compensation & HRIS, CoStar Group
Class of 1996 – Jeremy Bracken – Guidance Counselor, Purchase Line JSHS
Class of 1996 – Tom Hewitt – CPA, Vestal & Wiler CPAs
Class of 1996 – Andrew Markle – Customer Account & Inventory Manager, FEMCO Machine Co.
Class of 1996 – Betsy (Pearce) Bracken – Licensed Practical Nurse, The Primary Health Network
Class of 1997 – Rich Johns – Science Teacher, Springdale Junior-Senior High School
Class of 1999 – Morgan (Gray) Adamson – Chief Operating Office, Enkompas Technology Solutions
Class of 1999 – Jenny Trimble Faught – Assistant Director for Occupancy, Indiana University of PA
Class of 2001 – Meghan (Fox) Fox-Ritchie – Pre-doctoral Psychology Intern - Adult Track (Deaf Wellness)
University of Rochester Medical Center Department of Psychiatry
Class of 2004 – Nate Troupe – 13 Team Engineer, Richard Childress Racing
Class of 2004 – Nicholas J. Wright – Actor: SAG Eligible, Film/Television Industry
Class of 2005 – Amber (Bennett) Kuchcinski – Elementary Teacher - Community Country Day School
Class of 2005 – Kristie (Sinclair) Yapnounkie – Registered Nurse BSN, Inova Fairfax Hospital
Class of 2007 – Kala Rorabuagh – Pediatric Clinical Pharmacist, University of Virginia Health System
Class of 2009 – John Cameron Burba – Facility Operations Manager - Kovalchick Convention & Athletic Complex
Class of 2010 – Kayla Marie Daisher – Phlebotomist, Butler Memorial Hospital
Class of 2010 – Patrick Johnson – Backup Line Operator – BFG Electroplating
Class of 2011 – Scott A. Henry – United States Air Force
Class of 2012 – Alexander Scott Daisher – Boilermaker/Welder (building water towers), Matrix Service – NAC
Class of 2012 – Khelsey Daisher – U.S. Navy
Class of 2015 – Jacqueline (McHenry) Roy – CNA – CNN
Are you a PL graduate? Please help us! Go to the Purchase Line High School Guidance Webpage
(www.plsd.k12.pa.us). On the left, click on “Where Are You Now?”
Fill in the survey and send us your information so you can be
included in upcoming issues of The Liner.
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Christmas is upon us
Submitted By: Mr. Price
Well, here we are again. Christmas is upon us and it only seemed such a short time ago that we
were welcoming the students back to Purchase Line High School. Purchase Line High School is a
wonderful school that has seen success in a number of areas and we continue to be excited about
sharing enriching experiences with our students. We enjoy the individual and collective successes of
our students whether it’s in the classroom, on the field, on the court, on the performance stage or in
pursuit of their personal hobbies and activities. We feel that it is important to keep the line of
communication open between the teachers of Purchase Line High School and the parents of the
students who attend.
We know as a team working with parents, we can create an environment that allows many opportunities for our students to excel. I wish to thank you for allowing us to make an important positive
difference in the lives of your children.
With the Christmas holidays upon us, we are all very busy people trying to handle our families, jobs,
and other responsibilities. The days are shorter and the nights are longer than any other time of the
year. This Christmas season make time to sit back, relax, and enjoy spending time with family and
friends.
The Christmas spirit is alive and well at Purchase Line High School. In our school, these last few
weeks, we have been preparing for the annual donut auction and the corn hole and ping pong
tournaments. These tie together in our annual drive to raise money for worthwhile causes. This
year we are positively focused to recognize local fire companies.
As families, we eagerly look forward to all the wonderful traditions that surround this season of
giving and thanksgiving. We barely put away the Thanksgiving turkey before we begin our
preparation for the season of Advent. This is truly a time of much anticipation. At Thanksgiving we
gather around the family dinner table to thank the Lord for our many blessings, and at Christmas we
gather again to celebrate the coming of the Lord to share our love for each other.
We humans love gifts. Most of all we love giving gifts to those special to us, especially our children,
grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and watching the expressions of awe, delight, and wonder as they
open them. In this season of thanksgiving and joy, we give thanks for our wonderful community of
students, parents, staff and alumni who bring such joy to our school. We wish you that same joy, and
pray that you and your family have a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year.
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The PLSD Leadership Team and Superintendent Joseph Bradley welcome any district stakeholder to another
installment of Late Night Snacks with the Superintendent, on January 10, 2018, from 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
The event will be an open forum in the High School auditorium lobby. As in the past with Breakfast with
Bradley events, our goal is to provide all members of the community an opportunity to hear a brief state-ofschool overview, and have an opportunity to share their points of pride within the district as well as to discuss their concerns. We will provide beverages and a light snack. Although in the past these forums have
been general in nature, and if needed, arrangements have been made to discuss specific confidential issues,
this specific late night snacks will be focused on technology. This will be a preliminary meeting to gauge
wants, needs, and begin a conversation with all stakeholders in regards to the future of technology at PL. If
attending, please enter directly into the auditorium lobby via the properly marked outside door.

ATTENTION

CAFETERIA LOW BALANCE NOTIFICATION
Please be aware, that in addition to school closings and delays, School Messenger will now be used
to notify parents of their child’s cafeteria low balance.
When you receive this call, please send money to school with your child. Alternatively, you may
deposit money into your child’s account online through Lunch Prepay (www.k12paymentcenter.com).
Instructions on how to access the site, deposit money, and/or track your child’s meal history are
available on the PLSD website by going to www.plsd.k12.pa.us > Select Resources> For Parents>Lunch
Prepay Manual.
Money deposited into your child’s account will be used to pay for meals and a la carte items. A la carte
items can only be purchased if there is a positive balance in the child’s account. These items may not be
charged.
It is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to ensure the student has money in his or her student meal
account. A student meal account is delinquent if the account balance has a negative balance. Account
balances are shown every day on the computer so a student can inquire about their account balance at
any time.
Parents/guardians may request a printout of their child’s food service account by contacting the Food
Service Manager at extension 4032. This printout will show your student’s account balance as well as
provide a detailed listing of all items being purchased. Additionally, you can use Lunch Prepay
(www.k12paymentcenter.com) to look up your child’s transaction history.
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Industrial Arts students show holiday spirit

Senior Brandon Davis made two projects using the CNC (Computer Numerical Control) plasma cutter purchased by the Red
Dragon Foundation in his Metal Technology I class. For the project to be a decoration, he used an image he found online to
make a silhouette of the John Deere logo, which was used for both projects. He programmed the CNC plasma cutter which
then cut the design out of stainless steel. “I knew it would come out well, but it’s better than I expected,” said Davis. Both projects were made up of two parts and spot welded together to make their 3-dimensional form.
Sophomore Todd Deyarmin
(left) and Junior Kohl Beatty
(right) made step stools with
storage in their Wood Technology II course. Both students used blind dado cuts,
a plow cut, a recessed cut
for the hinges, and the CNC
(Computer Numerical Control) router to put his name
on the finished project. Todd
is shown sanding his project,
while Kohl is adding a coat
of varnish to his.
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Holiday traditions continue in Vocational Department

Senior Amber Pearce, Seventh Grader Makinna Pearce, Seventh Grader Lauren Hilty, Freshman Sydnee Elick, Senior Madilyn Ober, Senior Whitney Lowe,
Junior Eliza Moore, and Sophomore Emily Woods (front row); Freshman Lindsey Small, Sophomore Addaleia Beer, Sophomore Bria Small, Santa Claus, Senior
Ciarra Goodlin, Senior Mekenzie McCracken, Freshman Sophia Bloxdorf, Senior Brittany Eyler, and Future Business Leaders of America Advisor and Business
Teacher Hannah Lockard (back row) pose at the FBLA Santa’s Workshop held December 2 at Purchase Line High School. FBLA members organized activities
such as making reindeer food, sratch-off ornaments, snowman clothespins, and reindeer hats for children in the community. “This being my first Santa’s
Workshop, I wasn't sure what to expect,” said Lockard, who joined the faculty in August. “I had people tell me how Santa’s Workshop has been a tradition in
their families for years! It was great to experience and become a part of this PL tradition!”

Students in Family and Consumer Sciences elective courses made donuts for the annual Donut Auction charity fundraiser in December. Senior Brittany Jennings, Freshman Matthew Smyers, Junior Noah McCullough, and Sophomore Destiny Bingaman made The Dunkin’ Donut, a nod to the first Donut Auction
when donuts were auctioned off (above, left). They topped this donut with homemade donuts which they frosted. Seniors Tyler Kachmarchi and Sadie Jobe
made Bigfoot’s Foot Donut in Cooking Strategies (above, right). Students learned to make fondant and problem solve to make their designs.

JHBBB - Marion Center H - 4:00 pm

9
Keystone Exams

2

Tuesday

31
JHBBB - West Shamokin H - 4:00 pm
VBBB - West Shamokin H - 6:30 pm (Senior Night)

VGBB - Northern Cambria
- H - 6:30 pm (Senior
Night)

VBBB - Homer Center H - 6:30 pm

VBBB - Penns Manor - A 6:30 pm

24
JHBBB - Penns Manor - A
- 4:00 pm

VBBB - United - H 6:30 pm

JHBBB - United - H 4:00 pm

17
Keystone Exams

30
JHGBB - Northern
Cambria - H - 4:00 pm

23
VGBB - West Shamokin H - 6:30 pm

End of the 1st Semester

Elementary PTA Meeting 7:00 pm

VGBB - United - H 6:30 pm

JHGBB - United - H 4:00 pm

16
Keystone Exams

VGBB - Saltsburg - H 6:30 pm

JHGBB - Saltsburg - H 4:00 pm

10
Keystone Exams

3

Wednesday

29
JHBBB - Homer Center H - 4:00 pm

VBBB - Homer Center
(Non-Conference) - A 6:30 pm

JHBBB - Homer Center
(Non-Conference) - A 4:00 pm

22
Keystone Exams

School Board Meeting 7:00 pm

VBBB - Blairsville - A 6:00 pm

JHBBB - Blairsville - A 4:00 pm

15
No School - Staff
Development

School Board Work
Session - 7:00 pm

VGBB - Penns Manor - H
- 6:30 pm

JHGBB - Penns Manor - H
- 4:00 pm
VBBB - Marion Center H - 6:30 pm
VBBB - Harmony - A 6:00 pm

JHBBB - Harmony - A 3:45 pm

8
Keystone Exams

1
No School - Christmas/
New Year’s Break

Monday
5
JHBBB - West Shamokin A - 3:30 pm

Friday

VGBB - Marion Center - A 6:30 pm

VBBB - Harmony - H 6:30 pm

JHGBB - Marion Center - A 4:00 pm

25
JHBBB - Harmony - H 4:00 pm

VGBB - Harmony - H 6:30 pm

JHGBB - Harmony - H 4:00 pm

18
Keystone Exams

VBBB - Saltsburg - H 6:30 pm

JHBBB - Saltsburg - H 4:00 pm

11
Keystone Exams

VGBB - Blacklick Valley A - 6:00 pm

26
JHGBB - Blacklick Valley A - 4:00 pm

VBBB - Northern Cambria
- H - 6:30 pm

JHBBB - Northern
Cambria - H - 4:00 pm

19
Keystone Exams

VGBB - Homer Center - A
- 6:30 pm

JHGBB - Homer Center A - 4:00 pm

12
Keystone Exams

VGBB - Northern Cambria - A VBBB - West Shamokin - 6:00 pm
A - 6:15 pm

4
JHGBB - Northern Cambria A - 4:00 pm

Thursday

27

20

13

6

Saturday
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19
No School Presidents’ Day

26

25

School Board Meeting 7:00 pm

VGBB - Harmony A - 6:00 pm

12
JHGBB - Harmony - A 3:45 pm

VBBB - Heritage
Conference (Semi-final
Game) - TBD

5
School Board Work
Session - 7:00 pm

Monday

18

11

4

Sunday

February 2018

27

20
Elementary PTA Meeting 7:00 pm

13

6
VGBB - Heritage
Conference (Semi-final
Game) - TBD

Tuesday

28

21

14
Love of Reading Day Elementary

7
VGBB/VBBB - Heritage
Conference (Crossover
Game) - TBD

Wednesday

22

15

8
JHBBB Invitational
Tournament - H - 6:00 pm

Saturday

23

16

9
VBBB/VGBB - Heritage
Conference Championship
Game - KCAC - TBD

24

17

10
JHBBB Invitational
Tournament - H - 6:00 pm

2
3 Spring Dinner Theatre
JHBBB - Marion Center - A 4:00 pm

Friday

JHGBB - Penns Manor - A
- 4:00 pm
VBBB - Marion Center - A 6:30 pm
VGBB - Penns Manor A - 6:30 pm

1
6th Grade LEXILE Testing

Thursday
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12
School Board Meeting 7:00 pm

19

26
Baseball - Homer Center H - 4:00 pm

11

18

25

27
Jr. High Track - Homer
Center - A - 4:00 pm

Elementary PTA Meeting 7:00 pm

20
Kindergarten MAD Night 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

13

6
Cogat Testing - Grade 2

Tuesday

Track - Central Cambria H - 4:00 pm

Softball - Northern
Cambria - A - 4:00 pm

Baseball - Northern
Cambria - A - 4:00 pm

28
1 Early Dismissal
High School - 1:24 pm
Elementary - 2:35 pm

21

14

7
Cogat Testing - Grade 2

Wednesday

29
No School - Easter
Vacation

End of 3rd Marking Period

22

15

8
Cogat Testing - Grade 2

1

Thursday

30
No School - Easter
Vacation

Softball - Ligonier Valley A - 5:30 pm

23
Baseball - Ligonier Valley
- A - 4:00 pm

16
No School - Staff
Development

9

2

Friday

31

24
Track - Igloo Meet Altoona - A - 9:00 am

17

10

3

Saturday
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Softball - Homer Center - H
- 4:00 pm

5
School Board Work
Session - 7:00 pm

Monday

4

Sunday

March 2018
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