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PHCS

ALUMNI
calendar
Check the School web site
at www.pcschools.org for all
school-wide information including Alumni events information
and dates.
August
4. ANNUAL ALUMNI/BOARD/
ADVISORY MEETING 6:00pm.
8. Class of 1979 Reunion-BBQ
8. Class of 1989 Reunion
25. ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
MEETING 7:00pm
September
8. 2009-2010 school year begins
12. Class of 1979 Reunion
12. Jazz Concert at High School
19. Class of 1959: 50 year
Reunion
26. Class of 1969 40th Reunion
29. Alumni Board Meeting 7pm
SAVE THE DATES:
October 9. Homecoming
November 24. Alumni Association Annual gathering to write
Christmas greetings

Dear Members of the
Class of
2009,

A

nother
school
year has
passed and
another class
has graduated. Welcome
to the Alumni and Friends Association of Portland Christian Schools,
and congratulations, Class of 2009.
Each one of you has accomplished
much during your high school years
and I am confident you are going
on from here to accomplish greater
things.
This is such a pivotal point for each
of you, and it is a time you will
look back on the rest of your life.
You have received a superior Christian education and been taught by
wonderful, God-fearing teachers.
Many of the decisions and choices
you have made have been done with
the direct guidance of your parents
and the school. Now you are leaving
the “safety net” of those who have

guided you down through the years
and we believe you are well prepared
to make wise decisions and choices
on your own.
Those of us who have graduated
from Portland Christian before you
care about you and your future. We
want you to stay in contact with us.
Let us know about address changes,
graduations, marriages, etc. We
also have a ministry of prayer. We
pray for special needs, missionaries, those in the armed services and
other needs that come to our attention.
It is a privilege and honor to welcome you into the ranks of the PCH
Alumni. We also invite you to attend
our monthly Alumni Board meetings (calendar is on the PC website)
and get involved with us as we reach
out and encourage current and past
students and faculty. Again, on
behalf of the Association Board, I
congratulate you and may the Lord
richly bless each and every one.
–Marilyn Fitzgerald, 1972
Alumni Association President

December 4. 2nd Annual All
PCS Family Christmas Sing-aLong and Potluck
December 6: Noon to 4:00pm
Barnes and Noble Clackamas
Town Center. PCS groups performing
December 13. Annual Alumni
Board and Advisory Christmas
Dinner
January 11-16, 2010. ALUMNI
APPRECIATION WEEK and
ALUMNI BB TOURNEY
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It’s time to renew!
With sincere apologies, the Spring issue of the REALS did not contain
the business cards which should have been included in that edition.
This is the last edition which will include those business cards currently in the REALS. Those wishing to renew their advertising should
send $100.00 to Portland Christian Schools Alumni Association with
a current business card. Please indicate that your check is for REALS
Advertising. Thank you.

ALUMNI Officers and Board
• President:
Marilyn Fitzgerald (72)
• Vice President:
Tara Nasmythe (89)
• Secretary:
Heidi Logan Hval (87)
• Treasurer/Historian:
Jeanne Lampi
• Database Manager:
Tim Downing (89)

• Faculty Liaison:
• Board Members at Large:
Daniel Burnett (99)
Mike and Karon Stoller
• Parent/Booster Club
Trommlitz (57)
Liaison: Alan Svehaug
Donna Mckinney Root (68)
• Director of Development:
Peter Busby (81)
Annette Ayers Johnson (82)
Ashley Fenison Ainley (03)
• Director of Alumni RelaSarah Walkky (05)
tions: Jeanne Lampi
Donna Bowling (68)
• Director of Community
David Nuttelman (09)
Relations: Bill Buck

J

God’s Stimulus Package

ohn was an eight year old boy
who had a younger sister who
was dying of leukemia. He was
told that without a blood transfusion she would die. His parents
explained to him that his blood
was probably compatible with
hers, and if so, he could be the
blood donor. They asked him if
they could test his blood. He said
sure. So they did and it was a
good match. Then they asked if he would give his sister
a pint of blood, that it could be her only chance of living. He said he would have to think about it overnight.
The next day he went to his parents and said he was
willing to donate the blood. So they took him to the hospital where he was put on a gurney beside his six-yearold sister. Both of them were hooked up to IV’s. A nurse
withdrew a pint of blood from the boy, which was then
put in the girl’s IV, The boy lay on his gurney in silence
until the doctor came over to see how he was doing. The
boy opened his eyes and asked, “How soon until I start
to die?”1
Are you ready to sacrifice all and to be obedient exclusively to Jesus Christ, to answer the call of God? Are
you willing to give back? Are you willing to use your
resources, abilities and influence to touch and make a
difference in the lives of another PC family?

We need your input and help. We would like to tap into
the talents, gifts, services and ideas that you have for
serving our PC families. Can you visualize a free PC
data base (similar to Craig’s list) where our families
can shop for services like auto repair, lawn service,
painting, general labor, printing, photography, meals,
medical assistance, real estate services, banking, counseling, etc. at a greatly discounted price for our families
who are struggling financially. 2 Corinthians 9:12, 13
“For the administration of this service now only supplies
the needs of the saints, but also is abounding through
many thanksgivings to God, while through the proof of
this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your
confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal
sharing with them and all men…”
We believe that God is calling each of us to help our
brothers and sisters in need. Think of it as God’s
Stimulus Package where rewards are eternal. If you are
interested in this ministry and would like to be part of
the planning and dissemination of this idea, please call
Annette Johnson or Bill Gibbons.
Thank you and may the Lord continue to bless you and
keep you.
–Bill Gibbons, Superintendent of PCS
1

Jack Kornfield, quoted by Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird (New York:
Pantheon Books, 1994), p. 205.

A NOTE TO ALL ALUMNI & FRIENDS

F

irst to the Class of 2009, I
trust your summer has gone
well. High school may already
be a rapidly fading memory as
many of you will be off to college
shortly. I do want to congratulate
you again and trust this issue of
the REALS, dedicated to you, will
spark some very fond memories
of your time at PCH.

F

or all our Alumni and Friends, I’d encourage you
to log on to the PC website at www.pcschools.org
and see what is happening at Portland Christian. We
recently launched a new on-line calendar format. Every
event happening at the school is readily seen in one
place. Director of Development, Annette Johnson (82)
and our business manager, Mark Johnston have been
working to launch this for a number of months. It’s out,
and is a great tool to let everyone know all current and
future events happening at PCS. I might add, this will
also be a great tool for the Athletic Department.

I

n addition to the Master Calendar on line, we are
now able to put up pictures of Alumni events on the
Alumni web site and the REALS also goes on line as
soon as it is finalized. I encourage you to check this site
from time to time as special announcements and immediate prayer needs arise. These requests are put up
immediately.

T

hanks for updating your mailing addresses, phone
numbers and e-mails with us as soon as there are
changes. We are such a transitional society, especially
for those Alumni who have graduated within the past
10 years. We do not want to lose contact with you.

Reaching - Encouraging, And Loving-Supporting all
PCS Alumni and Friends.
–Jeanne Lampi, “Class of 1966 to ?”
Director of Alumni Relations
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org
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Changes

O

ver a decade ago, Christian
recording artist Bryan Duncan wrote, “…If there’s one thing
you can count on, Things are
gonna change…”

Change threads through all our
lives. Last month my family was
changed in a big way when our
son, Kevin, got married. Kevin
and his bride, Emilie are a new
family unit: a brand new Mr. and Mrs. Johnson! My family has been joyously extended. This delightful change
in our family structure reminds me, though, that
despite change, our foundation remains the same. Our
family still rests on the principle of seeking God, trust,
respect and support, as it always has.
Statistics tell us that change of any sort -- death,
divorce, moving, job loss, illness --and even “good”
changes such as a marriage, promotion, or the birth
of a child, create psychological stress and can affect
our health. Life is challenging. Change is inevitable. As
believers, however, we have a defense -- Jesus Christ is
our rock and our stronghold! We have the great advantage of seeing the changes of life through the filter
of God’s word. No circumstance, no change that life
throws in our path, can separate us from God’s love
(Romans 8:37-39) and “no temptation [no circumstance,
no change] has overtaken you but such as is common to
man….”(I Corinthians 10:13). Our hope rests upon these
solid assurances.
This past year Portland Christian has undergone some
extraordinary changes. Some of these changes have
been beyond our control, and although they have been
difficult, we praise the Lord that He is in control. Some
of the other changes, including changes in policy, staff,
curriculum, and culture, have been made by the PC
Board and Administration. Some of you have expressed
concern about these changes. I understand your con-

cern. However, please know this: no change instituted at
PC has been made without fervent and reverent prayer,
reflection on and respect for, PC’s history, and collective
care concerning the future.
Just as with my own family, the Portland Christian
family is also built on principles that DO NOT change.
The Portland Christian family still rests on the principles of the absolute truth of God’s word, faithfulness
to teaching a Christian worldview, and commitment to
seeking God’s guidance. These things have not changed
since the school opened its doors in 1947.
Prayer and reading from God’s word are still staples
in every Portland Christian classroom. Students still
memorize God’s word, renewing their minds daily. God
always has been, still is, and always will be, the central
focus at Portland Christian. Each and every member of
the Board of Trustees and Administration has committed his or her life to Jesus Christ and spends time in
prayer and in His word daily. We collectively seek God’s
will and follow His leading without reservation, taking
encouragement from Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will
make your paths straight.”
If the changes you see at Portland Christian concern
you, please give me a call. I woud love to meet with you
to share how decisions have been made, to seek your
input, and to pray with you.
There is still much work to be done at Portland Christian. Change is inherent in education; learning is never
stagnant. We at PC are called to raise up the next generation in God’s truth, to teach our students to be lights
to the world. Yes, change will happen…but God’s truth
will never change.
–Annette Ayers Johnson, 1982
Director of Development

Director of Community Relations Speaks Out

A

s Portland
Christian
Schools becomes better
known in the
community,
I would like
to highlight
some upcoming events.
Monday,
August 31, we
are hosting an American Red Cross
blood drive from 11:30a until 4:15p
on the PCHS campus. Anyone able
to do so, is encouraged to become
4 REALS

involved. The second event of the
late summer season planned by the
Community Relations Office is an
all ages back to school Jazz Dessert
from 7:00p until 10:00p. The cost
for this event is $5.00 per person
with children under 10, free.
On September 19th, wear your
black and orange as we motor down
to Reser Stadium in Corvallis to
see a major football game between
the Beavers and the Cincinnati
Bearcats. $58.00 covers transportation, reserved game ticket and the
“Tailgate Party”.

To learn more details about anyone
of these three events, contact me at:
bill.buck@pcschools.org. I can also
be reached at 503-256-33960, ext.
222.
–Bill Buck
Director of Community Relations

�
�
FOCUS ON THE

Class of 2009

B

Class of 2009 Graduation

eginning what may be the start of a new tradition
at Portland Christian High School, Principal Dana
Larson announced early in May that a Senior Honor
Night would be held separately from the graduation
ceremonies. The event held at Resurrection Lutheran
Church on Friday, May 29th, was designed to recognize seniors for their accomplishments and awards and
to allow all of us to experience some of our fine senior
talent through song, dance and musical instruments.
Students also prepared memory boards which were on
display in the fellowship hall of the Lutheran Church
as well as on display the following day after graduation
ceremonies at Vancouver First Church of God.

With assistance from Dr. Carol Workman, Vice Chair of
the Board, Superintendent Bill Gibbons, Andrew Jannsen, Kim Newman and Dana Larson, Mrs. Terri Flikkema (83), chairman of the Board of Trustees proudly
presented diplomas to each of the forty-nine graduating
seniors, the 58th class to graduate from PCH. Another
new tradition this year was the wearing of academic attire by the faculty. Seniors proudly followed their teachers and staff members in and took their places in front
of them as Mrs. Lori Blair played the traditional “Pomp
and Circumstance” march.
Following the Invocation, Tanner Doucet, Rosie Johnston Cassie Sao and Jordan Tichenor presented “The
Prayer”, a song translated from Italian, asking that the
Lord watch over and keep each one and that as each
senior goes out from Portland Christian they would be
wise and be guided by God’s grace. Class speaker, J.C.
Russell brought a message of encouragement to the
class and words of thanks and appreciation for his fam-

ily and the education he received at Portland Christian.
At the conclusion of J.C.’s presentation, Navy Captain
James Bewick formally announced that J.C. Russell
had been admitted to the United States Naval Academy
with all the rights and privileges of a naval cadet. Upon
successful completion of his four years at the academy
in Annapolis, J.C. would be accorded all the rights and
privileges of a commissioned officer in the US Navy.
Cassie Seo, international student speaker, shared her
thoughts with the audience and expressed great gratitude to all her teachers for their love and encouragement in her growth in Christ at PC. Finally, Cassie
thanked her parents who had sacrificed so much to
allow her to study in the United States.

Soongha Kim and Mai Kubota sang “I Can Only Imagine”, the theme song for the Moses Luncheon, and
the prayer of their hearts as they move on from PC to
university life. Following these students, John Roberts
(94), senior Bible and social studies teacher, who was
chosen by the class to be their Commencement Speaker,
delivered his parting thoughts and counsel to them. The
class was challenged to stay on track with their faith
and to remember the things they had been taught while
students at PCH.
Following the traditional singing of the “I Am” by
alumni, friends and concert choir, under the direction
of Daniel Burnett (99), Superintendent Bill Gibbons
brought the final challenge and led the seniors in the
turning of their tassels. The baton had been passed.
The Class of 2009 is now the newest Alumni of Portland Christian High School.

��
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Diverse in Interests Yet One In Christ

ach year, prior to graduation, seniors are asked to
list their activities during the years spent at Portland Christian and to share their future plans as they
depart. While some classes are primarily known for excelling in sports, or music or art, members of The Class
of 2009 are diverse in their interests and activities
including excellence in every area of school life. Many
students listed home and foreign missions as their major activity during high school while others listed chess,
drama, art, music, student leadership, etc. Over 80%
of the students in the class of 2009 participated in one
sport or another during high school; including participation on league and state championship teams.
Nearly every student expressed their love and appreciation for the wonderful teachers who had taught and
guided them over the years. The international students,
hailing from Spain, Korea, China and Vietnam were
particularly grateful for teachers, their host families,
and the opportunities afforded them through the many
activities offered at Portland Christian. Friends Across
Borders, a club designed to bring American and International students together in social settings, was extremely successful this past school year. International
Food Night drew a huge crowd to savor country-specific
cuisine cooked by the students, to enjoy cultural activities and to learn more about the countries represented
by our International Community. Because 14 of the
49 graduates were from outside the US, diversity was

inherently built into the Class of 2009.

Diverse in interests and activities, yet one in
Christ. This message came through very clearly in the
statements made by many of the seniors. “For we will
yet praise Him our Savior and King”. “The teachers are
passionate to teach us and they are passionate about
Christ.” “In the beginning God created. Understanding all things are created is the foundation of my faith.”
“The growth in my personal relationship with God was
encouraged by my friends and teachers.” “At Portland
Christian I was involved in so many things.” “I have
been taught by such amazing teachers and the Word of
God has been made so clear.” “Reading the Bible. You
shall know the truth and the truth will set you free. I
am free in Christ.”

When asked to describe the class of 2009, one senior
commented, “There are so many differences in our
class. Some of us are into art, drama and music, others
are into missions, church and chess, a lot of students
are into different sports, but we all love the Lord and
enjoy worshipping Him together.” In response to this
same question, another senior said, “I think we are the
most culturally diverse class ever to graduate from PC.
Each of us is different in so many ways but I believe
we will always remain friends especially since so many
went all the way through grade school and high school
together. We all really love the Lord and are one in Him.”

�
Senior Night 2009
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HIGH SCHOOL CAREER
ENDS WITH SENIOR THESIS

or over a week, parents, grandparents, and seniors
themselves crowded into the Lecture Hall at PCHS
in anticipation of hearing and presenting the last official
event assignment of the senior year: THE THESIS. The
Senior Thesis, a requirement of every senior, including international students, before they are allowed to
graduate, began in 1999.
Early in the school year, students are assigned a mentor to help them wade through the requirements of the
program, choose a research topic, and write their thesis
statement. From this point on, the student must meet
data and progress deadlines as well as conference regularly with their mentor. Even though the students work
with individual advisors during the months of preparation, the main information and teaching happens during Bible in Mr. Jon Roberts (94) class.
Some of this year’s topics included: Funding of Stem Cell
Research, Private Schools and Children With Disabilities,
Adult Abandonment of Faith, Implications of the Patriot
Act, Genetic Engineering, The American Culture and Post
Modernism, Global Drug Laws and their Effect, Keynesian Economics, Doctor Assisted Suicide, Calvinism/Armenianism Defensible Positions?, American Imperialism in a
Global Economy, and many others.

Each year the project is met with mixed emotions; some
dread it; others enjoy the task. Most students, by the
time they are seniors, know what to anticipate because
they sat through a number of presentations as underclassmen. There is always marked relief, however, when
a senior is finished.
A number of seniors made the following comments when
asked how they felt after they finished defending their
topic. Comments ranged from stark relief to “It’s no big
deal. When I’m an attorney or asked to defend a position
paper in college, I will be very glad for the preparation
at PCH.” One cynical senior commented, “I think it was
started to make sure the seniors had plenty to do at the
end of school. Most of us are ready to get out in March;
on the other hand, make that January.” Even the cynics
agreed that the idea was great preparation for college
and life in general. It was the work that had to be done
that they didn’t like. On the other hand, a recent graduate who came to witness a friend’s presentation added
this, “These guys will thank the school next year. I
already used the work I did in high school and got an A
on it; pretty easy, huh?” “Thanks PCH for making us do
this and making us learn to think!!!!”
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PORTLAND CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES RECORD NUMBER of INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
their commitment to their child’s
education and to thank them for
entrusting their student to our care
while studying in America.

W

ith proud parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins
and friends, 14 students from
Korea, Vietnam and Spain received
PCHS diplomas from Board Chair,
Terri Flikkema (83).

The long list of colleges and universities below each graduate’s name is
a ready indication of the academic
caliber of this class. Every one of
these students earned top honors
for their achievements and every one
of these young people were active in
school activities. Student Council,
NHS, class leadership, soccer, track
and field, drama, choir and band
were included in their busy lives.
And all of these young people were
very heavily involved in planning
and attending the Friends Across
Boarders Club, known by all as
FAB. Also, for the second year in a
row, the float planned and built by
the International students took first
place in the Homecoming competition.

Yousun Cho – Korea 4 years at PCH
Fashion Institute of Technology—
New York City, NY
Otis College of Art and Design—Los
Angeles, CA $7500 (International)
Parsons the School of Design—NY
Pratt Institute—NY
SAIC—School of Art Institute of
Chicago—IL $4000/4yr (Merit)
Savannah College of Art and Design
(SCAD)—GA $6000/4yr (Artistic
honors and Merit honors)
Nguyen Do – Vietnam 2 years at PCH
Oregon State University—OR
$7000/yr—4yrs
Portland State University—OR

��
Prior to the graduation ceremonies
on Saturday, May 30th, a brunch
was held at Vancouver First Church
of God to honor all the families
who had traveled so far to attend
graduation. Of most importance,
the brunch gave an opportunity
for Sheila Tretter, Director of International Affairs, Kathy Nyone,
Homestay Coordinator and the ISP
teachers to honor the parents for
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Teresa Do – Vietnam 3 years at PCH
Washington State University—WA
Chorong Jin – Korea 3 years at PCH
Indiana University—Bloomington, IN
Purdue University—West Lafayette, IN
Fashion Institute of Technology—
New York City, NY
Savannah College of Art and Design
(SCAD)—GA
University of Georgia—GA
University of Oregon—OR
University of Washington—WA
Ohio State University—OH
Soong Ha Kim – Korea 2 years at PCH
Washington State University—WA
University of Wisconsin—WI
University of the Pacific—CA
Youjin Lee – Korea 1 year at PCH
University of Oregon
Taylor’s University in Malaysia

Leon Lee – Korea 4 years at PCH
Oregon State University—OR
Gonzalo Lopez-Cancio – Spain 1
year at PCH
Special College -Spain
Khanh Nguyen – Vietnam 2 years at
PCH
Portland State University—OR
Washington State University—WA
Nam Nguyen – Vietnam 1 year at PCH
Arizona Western College—AZ
Green River Community College-WA
Tin Nguyen Vietnam 2 years at PCH
Clark Community College--WA
Hae Min Noh – Korea 2 years at PCH
Penn State University
University of Iowa
University of Utah
University of Minnesota
Ji Un Seo – Korea 3 years at PCH
Boston College—MA
St. Johns U—NY $16000/yr (6yrs)
Lehigh University PA—Honors Eng/
Business
NYU—NY
Ohio Northern U—OH $13000/yr (6yrs)
Duquesne U—PA $12000/yr (4yrs)
Reed College—OR
University of Findlay—OH
U of Cal—Berkeley
U of Cal—Irvine—CA
University of Portland—OR $13000/
yr (4yrs)
Yiqian Zhou – China 2 years at PCH
University of British Columbia—
Canada
University of Oregon—OR
University of Portland—OR
($12,000/4yrs Merit scholarship)

HONORS, AWARDS, STATISTICS
Senior Scholars (3.9 gpa +) and Presidential Award
for Educational Excellence
Allison Blake • Andrew Harding • Cho Rong Jin
Rosemarie Johnston • Soong Ha Kim • You Jin Lee
Tin Tan Nguyen • Caleb Nyone • J.C. Russell
Paul Schroeder • Cassie Seo • Chris Workman
Yiqian Zhou
Scholars Diploma

(Students who have taken all upper level (AP, etc.) courses and a
prescribed set of classes while maintaining a 3.50 gpa or above)

Allison Blake • Berti Bearden • Caleb Nyone
J.C. Russell • Paul Schroeder • Cassie Seo
Jordan Tichenor • Chris Workman
National Honor Society
Seydonia Baker • Berti Bearden • Kelsey Betts
Allison Blake • Tatiana Bruce • Theresa Do
Nguyen Phu Do • Andrew Harding • Cho Rong Jin
Rosemarie Johnston • Soongha Kim • Youjin Lee
Anh Nam Nguyen • Kelly Noh • Gonzalo Noriega
Caleb Nyone • J.C. Russell • Paul Schroeder
Cassie Sao • Jordan Tischenor • Chris Workman
Yiqian Zhou
Oregonian Academic Achiever
Andrew Harding • J.C. Russell • Paul Schroeder
Leadership
Allison Blake • J.C. Russell
Citizenship
Mackenzie Blackwell • Jesse Hopkins
Attendance
John Norton

Subject Matter Awards
Senior Athlete: Allison Blake, Darcy Cornell, Caleb Nyone, Chris Workman
Senior Ensemble: Allison Blake, Tanner Doucet, Jesse
Hopkins, Rosie Johnston, Jacob Niska, Breanna Remington
Yearbook: David Nuttelman
Drama: Rosie Johnston, Jacob Niska
Art: Yousun Cho, Cassie Seo, Rosie Johnston
Calculus: Andy Harding, J.C. Russell
Chemistry: J.C. Russell
Senior English: Jordan Tischnor, J.C. Russell
French: Logsn Seal, Teresa Do
Spanish: Breanna McCarthy, Caleb Nyone, John Nprton
Quilting: Tatianna Bruce
AP History: J.C. Russell, Paul Schroeder
Bible/Christian Character: Emily Mathews, Jordan
Tischenor
Seniors of Alumni
• Emily Mathews, daughter of James (88) and Lori
Mathews • Kayla Flikkema, daughter of Terri Bunnell
(83) and Ray (82) Flikkema • John Norton, son of Mark
(79) and Lisa Norton • Jesse Hopkins, son of Mark and
Pam Leichner (85) Hopkins
Statistics
This class of 49 students, 14 of whom are International
students, collectively represents 322 years of education
at Portland Christian Schools. Of the 35 non- international students in the class, 13 of them (37%) began school together at Portland Christian Elementary
School. This is the largest group if ISP students to ever
graduate from PCH and the most ISP students to graduate who have a personal relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ.

PCS Congratulates…
J.C. RUSSELL, Class of 2009

J

.C. Russell holds the distinction
of being the third PCH Alumni
to have graduated from PC and
gone on to attend one the US Military academies. In addition to being
one of Portland Christian’s top academicians, JC qualified for the USA
National Rowing Championships by
placing second in the men’s doubles
race during the Pacific Northwest
Regionals held at Vancouver Lake.

Winning the prestigious men’s varsity single race for the
second year in a row, J.C. also qualified for the third
straight year to race as a single at Nationals. J.C. decided, however, to compete with his long time friend and
fellow rower in the doubles in Cincinnati June 12-14th.
The men placed 2nd in the nation in their event.
PCS congratulates J.C. and his family for his outstanding
accomplishments and their love and support for their son.
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Andrew Svehaug

• Andrew Svehaug (04) MBA from
Azusa Pacific University. Andrew was
selected as the Outstanding MBA
Graduate of the Year.
• Jessica Ramos (05) BA (double
major) History and Journalism, Cum
Laude, Washington and Lee Univer-

sity Lexington, VA.
• Amy Akiyama (05) BA in Interior Design, Seattle Pacific University.

Births

Congratulations to...

Please note we are happy to announce all births sent to
the editor. We will print all pictures received.

Please note: we include all graduation information sent
to the editor in time for publication of this REALS’ issue.
Information received too late for this issue will appear in
the Fall REALS.
• Chris Fenison (01) and Nicole on
their engagement. A December wedding in planned in Portland, OR.
• Noah (01)
Locke and Katie
Overlien on their
Chris Fenison
engagement. An
August 30th wedding is planned.
• Lt. Alex Esson
Noah Locke
(02) and Katie
Porter on their engagement. A spring
wedding is planned to be held in
Spokane.
• Jennifer Pinkham (PCHS Teacher) and Philip Barta on their engagement. An August 28th wedding is planned.
• Josh Nyone (02) and Darcy Durant (02) are engaged
to be married.
• Theresa Swett (94) graduated from Warner Pacific
College with a BS in Human Development. Theresa
graduated Summa Cum Laude.

• Olivia Nadine Marie, daughter of
Danielle Smith
(02), born May
23, 2008.
• Karrington Paige
born to Anton
Karrington Bossio
and Tasha Winkler (01) Bossio on
July 3, 2009. Karrington weighed in at 8 lbs and 11 oz.
Olivia Smith

• Kohen, son of Andrew (01) and
Jessica Burch held in this picture by
Auntie Megan Burch-Flores (05).
• Nathaniel “Slugger” Miles born
to Ken and Sarah
Tuttle (95) Miles on February 5,
2009.
Kohen Burch

Aspen Claytor

Nathaniel Miles

• Aspen Grace, daughter of Pamela
Jarvis (97) and Erick Claytor, born
August 7, 2009. Aspen Grace joins
big brother, Dallas.

Weddings

Ken and Elaine Groff
Wolff married
July 20, 2009
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Mr. and Mrs. Kevin (07) Johnson married June 20, 2009

Brent (05) and Kristi (06) Waldal Stephens
married July 8, 2009

Brett and Caitlyn (03) Reilly Hooper
married June 6, 2009

Jeremy (04) and Megumi West
married July 3, 2009

Kurt and Lois (03) Nichols Stubbs III
married July 3, 2009
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Matt and Leanne (01) Madore Ernster
married August 1, 2009

Ryan (98) and Christine Bohman Lawrence
married July 25, 2009

Scott (05) and Kelsey Birkhofer
married June 27, 2009

Troy and Michele (95) Gordon Lown
married May 24, 2009

In Memoriam

• Scott Resnick, PCH
Class of 1987 flew his last
earthly flight and soared
into the arms of Jesus on
Friday, May 22nd, 2009.
His plane went down 100
miles short of his destination near Prescott,
AZ. Born July 6, 1969 in
Yuma, AZ to Rudi (navy
captain) and Shelley (PCH
HS secretary) Resnick, Scott and brother John attended
schools all over the country as they moved from place
to place. When they landed in Portland, the boys attended Portland Christian Schools until they moved to
The Dalles where both graduated from The Dalles High
School. Scott also attended PCC, Bob Jones and Westmont College.

where he played “match maker” for aircraft enthusiasts. He absolutely loved to see people fly as much as he
did. Scott and his dear wife, Holly, had three beautiful
children who all enjoyed flying with Dad. A servant in
all areas of his life, nothing compared to Scott’s love,
sacrifice and care for his family.

Scott was the shop foreman at Northwest Aircraft Maintenance in Hillsboro for 11 years and was a private pilot
with IFR and VFR ratings. He was also a certified FAA
inspector and aircraft mechanic. He also owned and
operated an aircraft sales and acquisitions business

Scott’s life was an inspiration to all who knew him. He
made the most of every moment as if it would be his last
and the most important thing to Scott was that his precious family all knew and were living for the Lord and
that everyone else he knew learned to love his Jesus.

Scott was a fearless adventurer. Everything he did was
extreme from his flying to snowboarding, to windsurfing, to mountain biking, to racing on the speedway, to
RC flying and in general, an all-around dare devil. He
was just a grown up kid. While he loved adventure, he
loved Jesus infinitely more. One speaker at his service
commented, “If you weren’t a Christian when you went
up with Scott, you were when you landed.” “Scott had
a captive audience and he used every chance he could
get to talk about the Lord.” What better place than on a
flight sitting in the cock pit with Scott.”
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NEWS FROM PCS
T

2008-2009 School Year Comes to a Close
Clean up, Pack up, Moving On to Next Year

eachers, students and staff hurrying and scurrying about as
finals ended, rooms had to be left
orderly for the annual deep cleaning by the custodial staff, books
put away, finals graded at the high
school and grades turned in at both

campuses. With the many changes
at the Elementary Campus, teachers
were busy moving kindergarten and
1st grade classrooms to the main
building while the Early Childhood
classrooms prepared to move into
the rooms vacated by the kindergar-

ten and first grades. With the advent
of the new Elementary Principal,
Rob Shadle, everything had to be
in readiness for the start of another
wonderful school year.

FROM the DESK of the PRINCIPAL, Dana Larson
Dear Dear
Alums and
Friends of PC,

B

lessed is
a man
who endures
trials, because when
he passes the
test he will
receive the
crown of life that He has promised
to those who love Him. James 1:12
I wish you ALL could have been
there to see the faces of the 49 newest graduates of PC, Class of 2009.
It was a memorable time and a special time to recognize their completion of a very important part of their
life. Their expressions on their faces
told the whole story. Wide grins and
beaming smiles they walked across
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the stage and proudly received their
diplomas. They are PCHS’s Class of
2009 and we are very proud of them
and look forward to hearing wonderful news of God working in their
lives as He directs and leads.
The list of colleges they have been
accepted to as well as the scholarships and awards they have been
granted is incredible. At last count
collectively they had been awarded
1.9 million in scholarships, grants,
and aid! Wow, that is amazing. One
student you should know about is
JC Russell. JC was recognized for
his high honor and accomplishment
by the US Navy and received his
official appointment to the US Naval
Academy. Please Pray for JC as he
heads into a very unique and challenging course of study. JC is also a
very accomplished athlete in rowing
and will continue his sport at the

Naval Academy. Congratulations to
the JC and the entire Russell family.
Perhaps you have found yourself reflecting on your own graduation and
on past relationships you formed
while walking the halls of PCHS.
I encourage you to call the classmate, teacher or coach the Lord has
placed on your heart and reconnect.
Take time to recall great memories
in lighter times as well as the tough
times and God’s provision along the
way. Reach out and express your
care and love for them and let them
know how much they mean to you.
My hunch is you’ll brighten their
day as well as enhance you own facial expression. May God bless you
and keep you,
Go Royals!
–Dana Larson
Jr/Sr HS Principal

ECE Teachers at Portland Christian Schools
Dedicated to their Calling

T

he 20082009
school year
drew quickly
to a close
with teachers busily
finishing up
the portfolio building
process for
each child; no
small task I must add. Those who
complete portfolios will be amazed.
Individual notebooks contain complete assessments, including expectations by age level of each child,
pictures of the child throughout the
year, pictures of their friends, and
pictures of their teachers and activities during the year. Every teacher

gets involved in this huge undertaking.
As soon as portfolio building had
been accomplished, teachers set
about the task of preparing and of
moving into our new classrooms
in the K/1st building adjoining the
playground area. This move is wonderful for our department because
we can finally all be together in a
centralized location.
Of course as soon as these tasks
are completed, we begin preparations for the upcoming school year.
The annual Jog-a-thon is upon us
almost as soon as we get settled.
Then comes annual Harvest parties, our Pumpkin Patch Farm Field
Trip, a visit from Penny’s Puppets,
trips to Skate World, the Christmas

program, out trip to OMSI, the ever
popular visit from The Reptile Man,
the visit to the Humane Society,
Children’s Museum and on the activities go.
On top of all this activity, our
teachers are continually working to
upgrade their own credentials, with
the biggest task ahead this year:
ACSI Accreditation. May the Lord
bless all our dear parents, children
AND our teachers. The task ahead is
great, BUT our God is even greater,
and He will sustain us and bless
our faithfulness to Him.
Enrollment information is on our
website at www.pcschools.org or you
may contact me directly at rhonda.
rogers@pcschools.org to set up an
appointment or go on a tour.

The AD Writes from the Bleachers

T

he Spring
season
was of improvement,
adversity and
triumph.

The boy’s baseball team won the
Northwest League title again and
made it again to the State semifinals. The run ended with a loss to
eventual state champ Umpqua Valley Christian.

The Girl’s
softball team
improved
significantly
over last year,
and did a great job of creating positive momentum as we look forward
to the 2010 season. With the young
players returning this could be the
surprise team of next spring.

The track teams finished strong in
league competition with the Royal
men taking the number 1 spot, and
the women finishing second.
Both teams competed at the State
meet May 15 and 16 at Western Oregon University. The girl’s team finished in fourth place, and the boys
won their second consecutive state
championship. It was a complete
team effort as only one individual

won an event all weekend (Nathan
Rowlett in the javelin). Nathan Rowlett now holds the State record in the
javelin with a throw of 187.7 feet.
On May 23rd, the Oregon Coaches
Athletic Association held their annual awards banquet at the University of Oregon. Portland Christian
was honored for the 2007-2008 All
sports award (school of the year):
Andrew Jannsen ’86 (track), Ryan
Miller (baseball), and Aaron Lewis
’95 (soccer) also received coach of
the year honors.
–Aaron Lewis (95)
Athletic Director and Coach
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PCES Teachers Prepare for ACSI Accreditation
and ACSI Teacher Certification

I

n addition to a year of preparation
for school accreditation, teachers at the Elementary School must
also obtain their own ACSI Teacher
Certification. In addition to 18 hours
of Bible and the appropriate teacher
training courses, each teacher
must read, discuss and write a brief
summary of the following books:
Patterns of God’s Truth, Teaching
Redemptively, Reclaiming the Future
of Christian Education, Love the Lord
With All Your Mind and Foundations
of Christian Education.

Janelle Thomas, Denise Verburg,
Lisa Hotchkiss, Angela Kinsel and
Charlene Dalzell began the process
of reading these books last school
year. This summer they have spent
hours together discussing the contents of each text and how the concepts they are studying will affect
their teaching.
Pictured from left to right are: Janelle
Thomas, Lisa Hotchkiss, Charlene
Dalzell and Angela Kinsel. Missing
from the picture is Denise Verburg.

ANNUAL Spa-Get-Together HUGE SUCCESS

S

ince the 1960’s, Portland Christian’s music
department has held their annual fundraiser, the Spa-Get-Together. This theme event
is the major source of income which helps pay
for choir trips, competitions, etc. The theme of
the Spa-get-together this May featured “Music
from the Seventies”. Students in period attire served nearly 300 guests while parents of
choir members labored feverishly in the kitchen to keep up with the “supply and demand”.
The students encouraged bidders to “one
up” each other pushing the highest bidders
to nearly $2000. Checks were written for
amounts ranging from $250 to $1000. When
all was said and done, close to $5000 was
raised for choir events.

TO THOSE WHO GAVE, THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH…
To those who have supported the REALS this past quarter; thank you very much. The production of
this magazine is supported by the gifts of love sent to the Alumni Association by our faithful friends.
We are grateful to the Board of Trustees for their budgetary support of the Summer edition of the REALS. We are grateful to our faithful supporters for the next three issues.
-Evogene Atkinson (54) Stephens
-Sheryl Shields (59) Good
-Rhoda Hager (60) Reid
-Roger Schmurr (61)
-Ruth Reynolds (61) Mick
-AnneMarie Newcomer (62) Lillard
16 REALS

-Herman Greene (64)
-John O’Gieblyn (70)
-Daphne Dunafon (75) Ackerman
-Grant Lawrence (77)
-Rebecca Scruggs (77)
-Halley Ginn (98) Choate

-Stephen Hutchinson (03)
-Bob aad Grace Boersma
-David and Donna Madore
-Doug and Marie Newport
-Jeanne Lampi
-Larry Zimmerman

A

PCS Faculties and Staffs Hold Annual
End of Year Luncheons June 4 and 5, 2009

t the end of each school year, the faculty and staffs
at both campuses hold their annual farewell luncheons.

T

his year’s High School luncheon was held on June
4th and the Elementary School staff celebrated the
end of the year at their event on June 5th.

2008-2009 Portland Christian Elementary School Staff

2008-2009 Portland Christian High School Staff
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ENTHUSIASM HIGH
at ANNUAL ALUMNI BOARD and ADVISORY MEETING

T

he Annual meeting of the PCS
Alumni Board and Advisory
Committee was held at the school on
August 4, 2009. Those gathered enjoyed the excellent BBQ cuisine prepared by master chef, Tim Downing
(89), with side dishes prepared by
members of the Alumni Board.
Following a sumptuous meal in the
water feature courtyard, the group
moved indoors to the lecture hall to
begin the Annual business meeting.
Called to order by President, Marilyn Fitzgerald, the meeting got underway with the reading of the 2008
minutes, the annual financial state-

ment and 2009-2010 budget and the
reading of the many messages sent
in from Advisory members from all
over the country. Marilyn asked the
group to reaffirm the Statement of
Purpose and Goals of the Association. Annette Ayers (82) Johnson,
Director of Development “walked” us
through a power point presentation
of the new web site format as well as
the many plans in the offing for expansion of the PCS web capabilities.
Following the business meeting,
Annette shared her Priorities and
Focus for 2009-2010 and Beyond.
Superintendent, Bill Gibbons closed
the meeting by opening up the floor
to questions and comments from
the audience. The ensuing discussion was lively and enthusiastic as
Mr. Gibbons encouraged us to stay
involved and to pray as we move forward at Portland Christian Schools.
Following the meeting many comments were heard, encouraging the
administration and one another.

John Van Lierop, Jr. (65) sent an
e-mail the following day summing
up the sense about the time together
felt by all of the attendees. “Thanks
again for an enjoyable BBQ last
night under ideal weather conditions. I had a good conversation
with several of the Alumni. This
was a very good meeting. Please
apologize to Marilyn for my leaving
at 8:45pm as I had an early appointment in Seattle this morning. Last
year I heard Bill Gibbons speak as
he spoke earlier. Annette did a fine
job of presenting goals for the next
year at Portland Christian and did a
great job of presenting the new PCS
website.” During the business meeting, John presented a proposal for
the Class of 1965 45th Reunion and
suggested several names to form a
committee.
If there are Alumni who might like a
copy of the beautiful meeting booklet prepared by Marilyn, one may
be obtained by contacting Jeanne
Lampi at jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.

Graphic design for all your advertising
and business needs.
503.701.1059

• logos
• letterheads
• business cards
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jodi@apostrophedesign.com

• ad design
• postcards
• brochures

• newsletters
• websites
• and more...

PORTLAND CHRISTIAN
FEATURED ALUMNI
J

Taylor Luby, Class of 2008

ohn Steinbeck once
said, “Some
of us have
the need…the
hunger to be
somewhere
else.” That
perceptive
statement
describes me
perfectly. While I love my home town
of Portland, I have never been content to stay here for long. Therefore
when it came time for me to choose
a college, I knew it would be out of
the ordinary.
My generation has of late been
termed the “gap year” generation.
More and more students are choosing to take a year in between high
school and college in order to travel
or work. I decided to take my “gap
year” and spend the 2008-2009
school year at Bodenseehof Bible
School in Friedrichshafen, Germany.
Bodenseehof is part of Torchbearer’s International, which is
a group of Bible schools founded
by Major Ian Thomas at the close
of World War II. Today there are
about 28 different locations worldwide (most are English speaking).
I’ve met quite a few people over the
years who have attended the UK
campus (Capernwray Hall in England); however, I decided to choose
Germany for two reasons: 1. In our
declining economy, the Euro has a
much better exchange rate than the
GBP. 2. To be different.

September 2008, I packed my
bags for Germany. Each day I spent
5 hours listening to lectures from
international professors. The topics ranged from British lecturer Rob
Whittaker teaching on the Life of
Abraham, to Indian lecturer Satish
John discussing his conversion from
radical terroristic Hinduism, to Italian missionary Sam Fiore teaching
on world missions. Also, as part of
the Bodenseehof outreach program,
I spent 4 afternoons a week tutoring English for 9th and 10th grade
classes at the local high school. And
even with all of that, I still had time
to visit 11 countries.
But what does all of this have to
do with Portland Christian Schools?
Primarily, that without Dan Beaumont, Steve Stanley, Eric Lowe, and
Jon Roberts, I never would have
been so incredibly prepared for my
year away. Each morning I would
enter Bible class, confident that I
had a good foundation in whatever
subject we would cover.
In fact, I probably owe part of
my decision to attend Bodenseehof
to Mr. Stanley and Mr. Lowe. There
have been two statements from their
Bible classes that have always stuck
with me. Mr. Lowe: “Are you ready
for the ‘big test’ (life)?” and Steve
Stanley: “Stop sitting around, and
do something for Christ!” So I took
their advice, faced the ‘big test’ head
on, and did something for Christ.
Most people are shocked when
they find out I spent the last 9
months in Europe… and even more

shocked when they find out I was
at Bible school. “Actually, it’s very
affordable,” I tell them. “And just because I went to Bible School doesn’t
mean I’m going to start whacking
you over the head with my NIV.”
Yes, Bodenseehof is a Bible
school. I’m not ashamed about that
fact. However, it deserves far more
than the stigma it receives. I wasn’t
stuck in the Christian bubble attending school with the “goody goodies.” Some of my classmates were
ex-drug dealers, alcoholics, and had
experienced teen pregnancy and
abortion (the average age of students
was 18-23). But that didn’t matter.
After all, as the saying goes, David
was an adulterer and a murderer,
Rahab was a prostitute, Peter was
an epic failure, and Lazarus was…
well Lazarus was dead. If there is
one fact I’ve learned this past year,
it’s that God can use anybody. No
matter where each one of us students was at, we were all “a work in
progress.” No “turn or burn” preaching allowed.
I’m thankful for my year at Bodenseehof, and the opportunity to grow
up and see more of the world before
I start university this fall. I will
be spending the next four years at
Washington & Lee University in Lexington, Virginia (told you I couldn’t
stay home for long), where I will be
pursuing a degree in Journalism/
Mass Communications. And after
that who knows...as long as it’s an
adventure and I get to travel, I don’t
really care.

DAVID L. MYERS, class of 1970

Director, Center for Faith-Based & Community Initiatives

P

rior to
joining
DHS, David
served as
Executive
Director of
Teen Living
Programs in
Chicago. In
this position,
he trans-

formed a small organization to
national prominence by identifying
and focusing on vision and mission,
developing a diverse Board of Directors, and building outcome-focused
residential, social service and health
care programs. David previously
was the Executive Director of the
Center for Public Ministry in Evanston, Ill., where he developed a
suburban homeless agency serving

families and by creating strategic
partnerships with neighbors, local
businesses and town governments.
In his new role, David is responsible
for engaging religious and community groups in preparedness, relief,
recovery and response and sustainable risk management among faithbased and community organizations
within local communities.
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Arvid Lacy (70) and
John O’Gieblyn (70)

Andrew (04) with Sally
and Alan Svehaug

Jannie Nicks (91) Garcia
and Anthony (2016)

NOTES to the REALS
From the fifties…
• Ernie Beckett (53) writes: “You
wouldn’t believe all that has been
happening and how God has shown
His hand in our move from Salem
to Idaho. The testimony of how
God handled the sale of our house
and how He preserved our heart’s
desire home in Twin Falls is nothing
short of a BIG THANK YOU, JESUS.
Lynn’s immobility was getting so
bad we had to do something and
I am thrilled to report that she is
doing so much better over here. The
climate is agreeing with us and for
being high desert, the scenery is
spectacular, particularly, the Snake
River Canyon and Waterfalls. Physically, Lynn was not able to get into
one of the big 26 foot U-Haul trucks
we rented so we secured a vehicle
for her to drive, (which was much
more navigatible than the two we
own). We kept her between the two
trucks a friend and I drove, (towing
our two vehicles and all our possessions), all the way across to Twin
Falls. The Lord provided four wonderful young men from the local Assemblies of God church who met us and
unloaded all our things. This was
certainly a “God move.” We arrived
safely May 1st with no problems,
which was a big answer to prayer.
There were a few ‘surprises’ but we
could see God’s hand in them all.”
• Evogene Atkinson Stephens (54)
writes: “I’d love to be at the Annual
Meeting, perhaps next year. At this
time last year, I thought my sister
and husband would be moving to
Phoenix, but Ruthellyn is not doing
well and needs to be in assisted living.” Evogene sends her greetings.

The sixties…
• Cathy Schmurr (60) Talbott sends
pictures of her family and greetings
to Portland Christian. Pictured from
left to right: Ron (57), Darlene (70)
Stewart, Roger (61), Peter (73),
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Cathy (60) Talbott and in front, our
Mother, Leone at 92 years young.
Janet (64) Black was unable to attend the family gathering.

The second picture is Tom (59) and
Cathy Schmurr (60) Talbott.

• John Vanlierop (65) writes:
“Thanks for the enjoyable BBQ
last night under ideal conditions.”
(Alumni Board and Advisory Annual
Dinner) “As the time moves on, let
me know how things might be progressing with a 45-year PCH class
reunion. I suggested several names
of those living in the area who might
be interested in planning an event.
God bless you for the work you do
with PCH Alumni.” (Ed. note: I will
make contact with local members
of the class to plan a 45th reunion.
Please contact jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org if interested in helping.)
• Doxandra Mccaw-Cook (67)
writes: “Put in Portland Christian
on the Facebook Search by company and type in Portland Christian
Schools. You’ll see how many kids
there are. You’ll also find my entire
family on my Facebook page. Greetings to all.

The seventies…
• Alan Goetsch (70) writes: “If anyone knows where Karon Brassfield

is, I’d love to contact her. She had
such a profound influence on my life
at PCH.” alangoetsch@rocketmail.com.
• David Myers (70) writes: “I enjoy
reading the REALS, and of course
look for recognizable names and am
always delighted when I read about
someone I remember from high
school. Names barely change, except
sometimes for marital reasons. Unfortunately, visages and waistlines
are more transitory! I scan pictures
looking thinking that face looks
familiar, but am never quite certain.
Alas, no names to accompany the
pictures, so I am always left with
the sense that I should know, but
that is as much as I can say. Is it
possible to add names to pictures??”
(Ed. note: David is not alone in this
request. When there are a lot of pictures with a grouping, etc., I am always afraid I will misname someone
as I have the same problem as Dave.
We will try to do better, however.)
• Dave Ickert (72) writes: “Unfortunately, I am in Portland now and
won’t be for the All-Years Reunion
on June 20th. I appreciate events
such as this and will try to catch
the next one.” (Ed. note: The Alumni
Board and the Classes of 1985-1990
who started this tradition at Sandy
River Airpark on the 3rd Saturday of
June each year will officially call this
THE PCS ALL-YEARS reunion from
this year on. Next year it is on June
19, 2010.)
• Donald Burgess (75) writes: “I
work at the National Institute of
Science and Technology in Gaithersburg, MD and have been here since
I received my PhD at Northwestern.
When I came here it was called the
National Bureau of Standards. I
do mainly databases, evaluation of
data and computational chemistry
in areas of thermal and chemical kinetics. I am also editor of the
Journal of Physical and Chemical Reference Data (published by
the American Institute of Physics),

Marjie Bally (99) and
Becky Olsen (99)

Mary Ann Morrsette (99)
and Eryn Brook (99)
Ren Doughty (84) Rich Remsburg (former AD) David Lee (84)

from Portland Christian Alumni & Friends
which has a lot of boring but important and necessary reference data.
(Ed. note: This was known as the
bible of scientific data when I was in
school. Don holds a very impressive
position, indeed.) “We live in Harpers Ferry in an old house (1833 or
earlier). I take the commuter train to
work; 60 minutes from home to my
office desk. Hobby-wise, I do historical stuff and photography. We have
two grown kids, a daughter who is a
math major and works doing tracking software for a contractor that
works for the US Postal Service. Our
son thinks on the other side of his
brain, (although analytical as well),
and has done music, drama, poetry,
and now is on a consumer-oriented
farm (farmers market, pick your
own, sells pies, jams, etc.).”
• Becky Scruggs (77) writes: “I
want to send a special gift for our
PCS Alumni’s, exceptional, precious
magazine, The REALS. I am sending
$1.00 for each year of my life. God
bless you all and keep up the good
work.” (Ed. note: HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
Becky. And thanks.)

The eighties…
• Linda Bergquist (80) and Toni
Panzica (80) are in process of planning a 30-year class reunion. A
number of suggestions have been
proposed, but no specifics as yet.
Once they decide, the information
will be posted in the Fall REALS as
well as on the Alumni website. Both
Linda and Toni are on Facebook and
can be contacted there.

The nineties…
• Todd Fadel (90) for “Team Fadel”
writes: “Boy is something COOKING
this summer. We’re planning a trip
to England. Why, you ask??? Well,
we got asked to share our music at
a festival called Greenbelt. the end
of August. Usually 12-15,000 people
attend. We’re taking a group of fel-

low musicians friends and we will
be sharing the songs we write for
our church of 11 years, The Bridge.
When we get there, Angie will be
reunited with her best friend in the
whole world, Katie. Our families
will be spending some time on the
English coast. We will also be there
to build relationships with other
churches so that when needs/opportunities arise, they will have already
made friendships for cross-cultural
interaction. This is what really
excites me about this trip: opportunities to share and be representatives of what God has been doing in
our community over the past decade. From the get-go, this trip was
something God had planned and
paved the way for. Both Angie and I
have an unexplainable peace about
what He is going to do through us
there. We have also been asked to
share our songs and our methods of
creative inclusion in worship with a
church in London founded by a man
who visited our church in 2004. He
named his community “The Bridge”
as well. Pretty cool, huh? We also
have been asked to lead a worship
service at an 800-year old cathedral in Gloucester for the festival
staff and artists. At the festival we
will conduct a major-scale inclusive experiment where every willing
voice will come together and make
room for one another in a collaborative project that can activate the
corporate worship of God. We want
to show that God shows up and
performs miracles when we listen
for His heart in “every” community
member’s story, song and experience. Thank you for praying for us.”
• Heath Dorsey (96) writes: “Long
time since my PCH days. My brother, Marcus and I headed up to the
mountain to wash Mrs. Lampi’s
windows one time. On the way back,
I wrecked the family station wagon
trying to take the run-away truck
ramp coming down the Mountain..

We thought it was funny. Our mom,
unfortunately, did not. Marcus graduates in September with his PhD
from Western States Chiropractic
College and plans to open a practice
somewhere in the area. I will remain
busy with the Forest Service all
summer fighting fires.”

A New Century…
• Danielle Bush (01) Carter writes:
“Things have been crazy lately. We
were living in one of the duplexes on
base but they are tearing it down
so have had to relocate us. The
move was only two streets over, but
none-the-less, a lot of hoops to jump
through before and after. We are
now in a single family home and it
is bigger. Rian has been deployed
to Iraq twice. The first time was
in 2005-2006 for 13 months. The
second was for 15 months in 20072008. We have just hit the one-year
mark for him being home and it is
great not to have to prepare for another deployment. We were stationed
at Ft. Stewart, GA for the duration
of both deployments and that base
is known for its frequent deployments. One year home, one year
away, and so forth. It is very hard
and stressful on families because
even though they get a year stateside before the next deployment,
once you add up all the training
and things they have to do throughout that year, they really are home
only 9-10 months. Then they are off
again. I do not know how families
who do not have the Lord even begin
to handle it. I am so blessed to say
that the Lord has made my marriage even stronger despite everything that has been thrown at it.
This is just a glimpse into what my
life is at present.”
• Cody Winkler (03) writes: “Deborah and I are doing well. We love
Texas but miss the beauty of the
Pacific Northwest. Things are good
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down here. I am the Pastor of
the “20-Somethings” at Trinity
Church in Lubbock. The church
is growing and a great place to
be.”
• Mari Nagi (05) writes: “I’ve
been OK this year and living
in Whistler, B.C. I moved here
last November and have stayed
the whole time. I really don’t
ever want to leave this town so I
haven’t gone anywhere else since
coming here. I want to remain
for another season at least.
• Meagan Burch-Flores (05)
writes: “This is a picture of my
nephew, Kohen. (See births) Kohen is Andrew (01) and Jessica
Burch’s baby. They live in Edmonton, Alberta where Andrew
is a youth pastor.
• J.C. Russell (09) writes: “I am
very proud to be attending the
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland and will report for
duty July 1, 2009. I would greatly appreciate everyone’s prayers
for me during Plebe summer
and throughout my years at the
Academy. If you would like to
drop me a line while I am there,
my address will be available at
rus4jjjc@msn.com.
I may not be able
to write back, but
please know that
your encouragement and support
are greatly appreciated.” (Ed. note:
J.C. includes a passage of scripture,
that is and will
continue to sustain
him as he prepares
to serve our great
nation. “Praise be
to the LORD my
Rock who trains my
hands for war...”
Psalm 144:1-2)

News from
former
faculty and
staff…
• Bob Barber
(former PCH choir
director) writes:
“Some of you have
our new e-mail
address and some
have our old one.
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Since we have changed eaddresses again, we hope this
will be our last and final one.
We apologize for the confusion.
Our PERMANENT e-address is:
bobthera2@gmail.com.
• Light Bryant (former PCH
physics/math teacher) writes:
I’m just beginning to explore
Facebook, mostly trying to find
people to join as friends. I am
doing well. (Ed. note: I’m sure
that those who remember Mr.
Bryant will want to contact him
on Facebook.)
• Karen Bonifacio (former Administrative Assistant to Rich
Remsburg, AD) writes: “Our son,
Drew, graduated from Southridge last spring and will be attending Warner Pacific this fall.
(Drew was at PCS, K-8, until his
parents moved to Beaverton in
his 9th grade year). Michelle
(01) is still at Union Bay in Seattle and Marianne (03) is still
at Mercy Corps here in Portland.
I am love my work at the Commerce Bank of Oregon. It’s a
challenge but great to learn new
things.”

UPCOMING
REUNIONS
Class of 1959 50-year Reunion will be
held on September 19, 2009 on the Portland Spirit for lunch and a river cruise.
The reunion will end at the home of Dick
and June Corkum in the evening.
Class of 1969 40-year Reunion. September 26 at The Old Country Kitchen on
Stark Street in Portland from 4:00 until
7:00pm. Contact Karen O’Gieblyn Esson
for information at 360-834-7657 or kesson@gmco.com.
Class of 1979 30-year Reunion. Couples
Banquet at Megumi Chalet in Government Camp, OR on September 12, 2009.
Information has been sent out. Please
contact Carol Wienke Dixon at eeppooh@
aol.com or 503-799-2829.

LOOKING AHEAD

Class of 1960 50-year Reunion. Cathy
Schmurr Talbott and Rhoda Hager Reid
are taking the lead in planning this
event. Tentative plans are to attend a
September 2010 PCHS Royals home
football game Friday night followed by
a dessert at the school. A banquet will
be planned for Saturday evening. Please
contact Rhoda at: rhodaacts1213@comcast.net.
Class of 1965 45-year Reunion. We are
looking for classmates to take the lead
in planning this event. Please contact
jeanne.lampi@pcshools.org for assistance.
Class of 1980 30-year Reunion. Linda
King Bergquist and Toni Panzica will
spearhead this event. Both ladies have
Facebook pages and can be located there
for information as well as the Class of
1980 Facebook site.
Class of 1985 25-year Reunion. No Information available.
Class of 2000 10-year Reunion. No Information available.
ALL-YEARS PCHS Reunion: This annual event, scheduled yearly for the 3rd
Saturday of June, will be held next year
on June 19, 2010 at the Sandy River
Airpark at 4:00pm. This family airpark,
owned and operated by the Jack Hoffman family, makes a wonderful place
and a great event to reconnect with
friends and former teachers as well as
meet other PCH alumni and friends. All
are welcome and encouraged to attend.

for
Graduates of Portland Christian are
serving in many areas of the world.
Please send names to PCHS for
inclusion in the next REALS edition.
❤ The Russ Lambert (54) family
OCI, Colorado Springs, CO
❤ Dr. Camille Jamison (54) SIM USA
❤ Diane Sievers (54) Executive Director of PREP 4kids, Portland
❤ Jim and Lanita Smith (58)
Sweeney, Directors, Jesus Film
Project, NW
❤ Jaunita Phillips (59) Schiewek,
Hawaii
❤ Gene and Sheryl Shields (59)
Good, SOWERS Ministry
❤ Chuck (61) and Sally Keller, Ban
Lung, Cambodia
❤ Virginia Bradley (61) Cameroon,
Africa
❤ Jake and Marie Birch (65)
Penner, Eastern Europe
❤ Bob and Joyce Lander (66) Carlson, Kenya
❤ Jerry Glass (67) Uruguay, Biblical Ministries Worldwide
❤ Mike Rice (69) Emmaus Prison
Ministries
❤ Don and Gretchen Barter (70)
Cheney, Wycliffe Bible Translators
❤ Pastor Alan (70) and Pam Goetsch,
Beyond the Cross Ministries, MO
❤ Dr. Carl (71) and Cindy Reed,
Indonesia
❤ Dr. Scott Walt (76) and family,
Austria
❤ Pastor Mark Turansky (77), Hawaii
❤ Dr. Lori Marvel (78) Salierno,
Celebrate Life Int’l.
❤ Pastor Jon Gleason (78) and
family, Scotland
❤ Debbie Driesner (78), Mustangs
and MOHR
❤ Dan Brose (79) and family,
World Relief Ministries, humanitarian aid from the USA to the world
❤ Pastor Brent Ralston and family,
Phillipines
❤ Kari Keiser (80) Carrico and
family, Japan
❤ Mike Patrick (80) Stillwater
Stables Ministry, Ohio

❤ Kevin Bradley (81) Portland Rescue Mission
❤ Ron Lockwood (82) Wycliffe,
Germany
❤ Bob Lockwood (84), Luis Palau
Ministries
❤ Aron and Yvonne Dick (91) Noll
and family, Campus Crusade for
Christ, Global Aid Network
❤ Peter and Christina Walsh (91)
Firezar, ministering from USA to
Oradea, Romania
❤ Karen Brewster (92) Fangrad
and family, Creation Ministries,
Int’l., Canada
❤ Jason Oversteet (92), RESCUE
Music Ministry
❤ Dan (94) and Daryl Payne (96)
Collins, Bolivia
❤ Rich and Monica Blackwell (93)
Brubaker, Chi Alpha Ministries, UofO

❤ Eric (93) and Ginger Runcie (93)
Chirgwin, Young Life, Wildhorse
Ranch
❤ Duan Walker (95), Director of
Mid-Valley Fellowship
❤ Micah and Amy Stellar Tuttle
(95), Peru
❤ Janell Engeman (95) and Dan
Hartley, OC Int’l., Swaziland, Africa
❤ Mike Manus (05), Royal Servants, International
❤ Dan and Marta Lewis, Hungary
❤ Shirley Wells, Israel
❤ Dr. John Schneider, Nursing
Home Ministries
❤ Trina Newcomb Chase, Burundi,
Africa
❤ Judy and Doug TenKley Marriage Team Ministries
❤ Eric Swanson-Dexel, former PCH
teacher, Director of Camp Hammer
Christian Ministries in California.
❤ Joe and Karin Anfuso Forward
Edge Ministries
Thank you for keeping us updated
on the status of our men and women
in the military. Unless we hear differently, names will remain on this
prayer list. Thank you for praying.
❤ Adam Ayriss, Marines (husband
of Urlene Dick (89))

❤ Lt. Bryce Tucker Coast Guard,
(husband of Liz Phares (94))
❤ AJ Alovera (96) Marines
❤ Ensign Michelle Waldal (98) Navy
❤ Matt Strange (99), Naval Marine
Corpsman
❤ Brian Poling (01) Navy
❤ Cpt. Alex Esson (02) Air Force,
Korea
❤ Luke Koetje, husband of Shelley
Wright (02) Marines
❤ Jonathan Chambers (03) Marines
❤ Travis Hewitt (03) Marines
❤ Jonathan Rowlett (03) Navy
❤ Robbie Brandon (03) Marines
❤ Jon Lackey (03) Navy
❤ Ryan Dewey (03) Air Force
❤ Aaron Wolf (04) Navy
❤ Matt McBride (04) Navy
❤ Mike Manus (05) Navy Reserve
❤ 2nd Lt Kyle Durant (05) Marines
❤ John Rogers (05) Navy
❤ Michael Garrison (06) Air Force
❤ Peter Khallaf Army
❤ J.C. Russell (09) U.S. Naval
Academy
❤ Spc. Richard Kelly Army, Iraq
❤ Sgt Christina Clark, Army MP’s
in Japan
General Requests for Prayer.
❤ Bill Buck, Director of Community Affairs, living with Non-Arteric
Ischemic Retinopathy with an 80%
loss of vision.
❤ Deanna Hunt (97) and A.J. (96)
Alovera that Deanna’s cancer would
be in remission.
❤ Becky Coulson, jr high and International Student Counselor, that
her cancer would remain in remission.
❤ Wisdom for the administration
and Board as they examine all budget considerations for 2009-2010 in
light of our present economy.
❤ PCS families unable to return to
PCS due to finances.
❤ Eric Lemieux (10), brother of
Alex (07) for full recovery from serious injury in a sport’s accident this
summer.
❤ Shelly and Rudi Resnick and family in the death of Scott (87) in a
May 2009 plane crash in Arizona.
❤ Returning Faculty and Staff.
❤ New Faculty and Administration
❤ Students as they begin a new
school year.
❤ PCS and the staff as the school
prepares for ACSI/NAAS Accreditation
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News From Our

Missionaries
THE CARRICOS

G

Japan

reetings from the Carricos.
The rainy season has ended in
Tokyo and it’s getting very hot and
humid. This time last year Kari was
serving in China on a summer ministry trip and we were preparing for
a new group of boarding students for
the final year of the CAJ Hostel. We
were praying for guidance but had no
idea what we would be doing or where
we would be living after the Hostel
closed. Thank you for your prayers.

God has blessed us and given
us unexpected opportunities to
continue to serve missionary families through the ministry of CAJ.
When the school year starts, Tim
will be running the school cafeteria
as the “Food Services Coordinator”
and Kari will be teaching computer
skills to elementary students. We
appreciate your prayers, as both of
these new jobs are full of challenges
for us. We thank the Lord that we
are able to continue to be a part of
the wonderful CAJ staff and to keep
Brady in school here as well.
We are also thankful that we do
not have to move to a new house.
Although half of the hostel building
will be used for teachers’ offices, our
family will be able to continue living
in the hostel parents’ apartment,
and also have use of the hostel
kitchen and living room.
For many people it’s hard to
believe that the CAJ Hostel is actually closed after a 58-year boarding program. The school yearbook
had several extra pages featuring
the Hostel and we were honored to
have this year’s yearbook dedicated
to us. In future years the students
who live too far away will be finding host families who are willing to
open their homes and share their
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lives. We are happy to say that all of
our former hostel kids who will be
returning have found homestay arrangements for next year.
MURE BIBLE CHURCH
Six years ago when we moved to
Tokyo we were blessed to be able to
turn Mure Bible Church over to the
capable leadership of Pastor Kazu
Kikuchi and his wife Yukiko. Since
then, the church has grown in numbers and has just recently moved to
a much larger location in Nagano. It
is so encouraging to see God working in his people and blessing this
church.
CARRICO KIDS
ANDY is just finishing his final
year at Kyoto International University. We are so proud of him, as
he finishes up four years of college
studies. Congratulations, Andy!!
He will pursue work as a translator
after graduation.
TYLER finished his first year at
Bethel College and really enjoys his
mathematics major. He’s enjoying
his summer in Japan, working when
he can and counseling at Hi-B.A.
camp. He will be transferring to Indiana Wesleyan University when he
goes back for his sophomore year.
CHRISTY, 15,continues to be a
light and encouragement to those
around her. Recent “big” events in
her life have been her graduation
from Japanese Jr. High (which ends
after 9th grade), and her entrance
into High School. We are thankful that she enjoys school and her
friends. She also continues to enjoy
piano, mostly teaching herself and
making good progress!
BRADY, 13, is a growing teen,
ready to start 8th grade in the fall!
He is having a fun summer with
sports camps and even a father/son
hiking camp.
We all enjoyed a visit from Kari’s
sister, Sharon, and her daughter,
Rebekah, in late March. Sharon
brought her Segway along, and we
visited places like Tokyo Tower, the
early morning Fish Market, Mt.
Mitaka, Kawagoe and Harajuku.
Neither Sharon nor Rebekah had
ever been in Japan before, so it was
fun to show them around.

May the Lord bless you and
make you a blessing to those
around you,
–Tim & Kari (80) Keiser Carrico &
family

THE CHENEYS

D

Wycliffe SIL

on is currently writing Help
Topics so that translators who
work in languages using non-roman
scripts can easily understand and
use the Translation Editor. It is a
rewarding challenge that gives us
the fringe benefits of learning the
program at the same time.
It has been two years since we
finished the New Testament in the
Cakchiquel language, the language
of the people living in Santa Maria
de Jesus. Sales of the printed copies have not sold as well as we had
hoped for. The New Testament has
also been produced in audio format,
but a program to make this available to the people is not yet in place.
We need prayer for the following:
-Julio and Rosalio, local scripture
promoters, who are working to prepare local radio programs featuring
the Scriptures in Cakchiquel language.
–The work needing to be done to
get the people of SMJ to hide God’s
Word in their hearts.
-Equipment to work properly.
-Gretchen, as she works on both the
written and audio versions of the
SMJ Cakchiquqel New Testament,
and that both will be finished by Advent Season.
-Gretchen and Don as they head
to Guatemala in December to take
the New Testament door to door
and talking to people in the market
place about the Lord.
–Don and Gretchen (70) Barter Cheney
don-gretchen_cheney@sil.org

DR. JOHN SCHNEIDER
Nursing Home Ministries, Inc.

O

ld age is a frightening prospects in our time. It is no longer
a blessing, but rather a source of
anxiety. Honoring our parents has
never been easy and it certainly is

not today. Why must we go through
aging process anyway? What do we
gain? For all of us, honoring parents through old age reaffirms and
clarifies the kind of people we are.
Old age sometimes puts us under
stress, but the stress reveals the
caliber of work that went into our
making. When we honor our parents
we honor God. When we honor our
parents, we honor ourselves.
Old age is part of God’s creation
that seems to many, devoid of glory.
It seems like a dreadful mistake, or
at least a useless by-product of life.
It is our job to see the glory in this
period, to understand what God is
doing through it, and to encourage
those growing through it. ‘Behold, I
make all things new,’ says the Lord.
Aging is not a problem to be solved,
as many in our society would view
it, it is a gift from God, full of life
and growth and joy for those who
have eyes to see.”
Yours for those on the edge of
eternity,
–Dr. John Schneider, former PCH
Bible teacher
Associate Director of Nursing Home
Ministries, Inc. (NHM)
nhminc@att.net
503-771-4154

THE Hartleys

W

OC International

e will be in the States until
October 2009 and are doing a
lot of reflecting about what we have
done and what the Lord wants us
yet to do here in Africa. Many things
may seem like little things, but we
have been faithful and we have seen
the Lord use these little things to
accomplish “bigger things” for Him.
A perfect example is Dan’s work
at the Hope House Orphanage in
Mojane, Swaziland, with the Chomba family. If you look at what he has
done on each trip: fixing a hot water
heater, painting a building, laying
flooring, etc. These may not have a
direct impact on Africa for eternity,
however Dan’s faithfulness in these
little things produces ripples which
are making a larger and larger
impact. On our next trip, Dan will
lay carpet and floor tiles which will
make the building ready to live in.
Pastor Lewis and Maggie Chomba have three biological children, an
adopted daughter and 34 orphaned
children that they sponsor. Many

receive money from the Chombas
for school uniforms, and fees while
at boarding school or wherever they
live, often with an impoverished
relative. Eighteen of these children
are young men who have no place to
live and live on the Chomba property in the Hope House dormitories.
The building Dan is completing will
provide these boys with a living
room, complete with a desk and
a computer Dan rebuilt, a small
kitchen for cooking, although most
days they cook outside over an open
fire, and a bit of storage.
One thing we have learned on
these visits is how well known Hope
House Ministry has become. Even
the Customs officials at the boarder
know of it so they have favor with
the local chief and local business
leaders. YWAM often sends shortterm teams to help the church. A
school four hours away sent two
students to do a class project on a
“successful orphanage”. The Lord is
blessing the work of the Chombas.
This work is having a huge impact
on the community as many new
visitors are being drawn to the love
of Christ through the church. We
are happy to have a small part of
the amazing things the Lord is doing in this community.
And one more note: In case you
haven’t heard our “new news”; we
are pregnant with baby Hartley #2.
The baby is due in September while
we are home on furlough. We are very
excited about “this little thing too!”
–Janell Engeman (95), Dan, Miesha, and baby Hartley
JanellHartley@oci.org

THE LEWISES

D

Light to the Nations Ministry

an and Marta Lewis (former
teacher and staff at PCS and
parents of Patrick (88), Jason (90),
Rachel (92), and Paige (95) share the
following: “Sometimes in ministry,
you wonder how much of what you
are doing is really making a difference and how much of what you are
teaching is being grasped and put to
use. We are convinced that if we are
following the plan of God, no seed
is ever wasted-His purpose will be
fulfilled.
One of our students from the
second year of the Light to the
Nations Bible school we began in
Budapest shared her testimony with

us. Gabriella graduated in 2000
abd has been very thankful for the
education she received there. Her
husband, Zsolt is perhaps more
thankful because the school literally
saved their marriage.”
Dan and Marta shared part of
Gabi’s letter, which focused on the
importance of following the scriptures, believing God will do as He
promises and how important it is
for Christians to allow God to grow
their faith and then practice what
they know to be true. Gabi shared
the amazing miracles God performs
daily in her life as well as the most
amazing miracle of all, the long
awaited birth of a healthy baby
girl, their miracle-child. They also
shared a bit about their work with
the Gypsy children in Romania and
the needs they have for school supplies, transportation, etc.
The needs continue as December
approaches and the work that lies
ahead planning the annual Christmas gift giving to many, many poor
believers among the Gypsy people.
While Dan and Marta now make
their home base in the states, they
travel frequently to Budapest and
Romania overseeing the work they
started in these countries over 15
years ago.
– Dan and Marta Lewis (former
Jr. High Dept Head and Head FB
Coach, former aid at PCES)
lttn@comcast.net

THE PATRICKS

S

Stillwater Stables

pring got off to a wonderful start
and is continuing into summer
at Springwater Stables here in Ohio.
Amazing miracles are taking place
as we minister to children and teens
through the magic of working with
horses. Following is one special
story.
“Zoe, a 6 year old girl, lives
with her grandparents and has
experienced a lot of loss in her few
short years of life. Over a year ago
she watched as her little sister was
taken away and placed into foster
care after her mom lost custody of
the girls. She thought that they were
no longer sisters and was pretty
devastated by it all. If this wasn’t
enough, Zoe’s father died suddenly
in February.
Zoe came to us for riding lessons (and “horse therapy”). At her
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first lesson we paired her up with
another of our new students named
Star. We soon learned that Star’s
family was the one who had adopted
Zoe’s little sister, Lexes. A reunion
date was set for the two little girls.
On April 21st, the day dawned
cloudy and rainy. At the end of
the lesson, Star’s family came and
brought Lexes with them. It had
been over a year since the girls had
seen one another. The barn literally
lit up when the little sisters came
face to face. At that moment, tears
were shed and little hearts were
mended. What a breathtaking event
God had orchestrated, taking place

in a barn full of horses. Again we
were reminded that our program at
Stillwater Stables is all about reaching one child at a time.
–Mike (80) and Connie Patrick
stillwater_stables@yahoo.com
www.stillwater-stables.org

MIKE MANUS

A

Royal Servants International

fter graduating from Portland
Christian High School in 2005,
I went to Israel and Europe on a
missions trip with Royal Servants,
International. I had also been in

Nepal the summer before. The
experiences gained from those two
summers played no small role in
my decision to enroll in Moody Bible
Institute in Chicago in 2007. In July
2006 I entered the US Naval Reserve
as a builder in the Seebees to earn
money for college, pick up a trade
that I would one day use on the mission field, and to gain some ‘real-life
experiences.’ This summer I will be
leading Discipleship groups for teen
age boys in Ireland under the ministry of Royal Servants, International.
The past three years for me have
been a real trip. In the Navy I have

TEACHER APPRECIATION
T

o thank and honor all PCS teachers and staff, the
Alumni Association, Moms in Touch, the Steering
Committee and others held a Teacher Appreciation/
Farewell Dinner on June 11, 2009 at the Sandy River
Airpark, the home of Jack and Georgia Hoffman.
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P

ictures to the right are the Portland Christian teachers who will not be returning in the fall of 2009.
Marilyn Fitzgerald, president of the Alumni/Friends
Association presented Certificates of Appreciation to
each of these staff members expressing our gratitude for
their time of service unto the Lord at PCS.

learned a lot about authority and
following orders. At Moody, I have
learned a lot about theology and
how to communicate and teach the
gospel and the Bible. In Chicago, I
have learned to surf Lake Michigan
at night, play ice hockey, tutor and
work with inner-city kids in a local
housing project, taught English in
Vietnam, and in nearby Chicago’s
China Town, coached a high school
baseball team out on Chicago’s
impoverished west side, and traveled all over the mid-west. These are
things I never could have imagined
doing before.

Tom West (71) 1975

All of these experiences have led
me to really see the spiritual needs
of people from all walks of life, from
different countries and of different ages. While I find no difficulty
sharing my faith, or in discussing
spiritual things, I am challenged
by how to truly become a spiritual
leader and to disciple people in
spiritual truth, whether new believers, or those still ‘on the fence’. As
a baseball coach this past year, I’ve
struggled most with how to talk to
kids about spiritual things; how to
present Jesus Christ as relevant to
where they are in life.

I see the Lord using me in the
near future by building on my experiences with Royal Servants, International this summer, to disciple
inner city kids as a coach by leading an in-depth Bible study this fall
when I return from Ireland to Moody
and to develop small group fellowships in the military. I believe I am
being prepared to eventually disciple
foreign nationals across linguistic
and cultural barriers.”

Steve Stanley 1996

Carol Watkins 2007

–Mike Manus (05)
nwsurfer17@yahoo.com
503-407-5643
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A Grateful Family Thanks Departing PCS Art Teacher

J

ennifer
Pinkham
will not be
returning to
PCS in September and
as a family
we want to
express our
appreciation
for the influence she has
had on three of our five children.
The impact she has had on our
family, not just our three girls has
been phenomenal. The impact she
has had on their lives in life skills
development, Christian character,
and their artistic ability has helped
set their life direction in specific and
positive ways. “Yes, I have been the
elementary art teacher for over eight
years and my kids were exposed
to art as soon as they could hold a
crayon, yet the main influence that
has made them who they are today in the art world, and as young
adults, has been Jennifer Pinkham”.
I would like to share specifically the “success stories” of my
three daughters as a result of Miss
Pinkham’s influence. Please allow
me some bragging rights!
Tiara (04), now 23, was a basketball star for PCHS. She played
in state tournaments all four years
of high school and helped lead the
2004 team to the first PCH Girls
Basketball State title as a point
guard in her senior year. She was
offered college scholarships to play
basketball, instead she chose to
attend the Art Institute of Portland
and graduated in 2008 with her
BA. A company, for which she had
interned, immediately hired her
but due to the economic downturn,
she was laid off. Before she could
even send out a resume, however,
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a company that that exclusively
designs orthodontics clinics all over
the nation, and had seen her senior
portfolio, hired her. In the past three
months alone, she has traveled to
Boston, Dan Diego, and St. Louis to
meet with clients and oversee. Said
her employer, “Tiara was hired not
merely for her talent and skill in
design and in Autocad, she was also
hired for her character and upbeat
attitude and contagious enthusiasm
for art.”
Tally (06), 21 will be a senior at
Portland State University this fall,
studying Graphic Design. She did
an independent study under Miss
Pinkham in this field as well as
participating with her one summer
in The First Thursday arts event
in downtown Portland, displaying
and selling her art. Tally struggled
academically and was in the Basic
Program in high school but under
the guidance and encouragement of
Jennifer Pinkham, she was opened
up to discovering her abilities in art
and challenged to broaden those
skills. At the university, Tally has
maintained a 3.50+ GPA and has
received continual public recognition for her design ideas. Recently
she won a competition in which her
design concept was chosen over 90
other students by a local business.
As a part-time intern at LaCrosse/
Danner Boots international headquarters, Tally performed the work
of a senior designer, almost singlehandedly designing the catalog for
both divisions. She is one busy girl,
and the admirable qualities she
exhibits besides her artistic talent,
are her discipline and organizational skills, as well as a tremendous
sense of responsibility, reliability
and trustworthiness.
Our youngest daughter, Tari
(10), will be a senior this year and

will be most impacted by the loss of
Miss Pinkham and the exceptional
art program she developed. Tari has
been involved in student leadership,
drama and choir, but her first love is
her art. Miss Pinkham has guided
Tari in discovering and developing
her inherent artistic talent and has
been a positive adult influence in
her life personally and spiritually.
Tari has already mastered complex
photo and graphic computer programs and it seems that anything
needing to be publicized in student
life at PC falls to Tari to design.
Jesus’ mission was to “go into
all the world” with the message of
redemption and hope. Our culture
is media saturated and Christian
influence is needed in order to hold
back the message of immorality,
evil, greed and sin. Art is more than
a painting or a creative expression
on a wall, art permeates our world
and culture and Christian artists
are virally needed to “ be in the
world BUT not of it.”
Statements on our PCS website reinforce the school’s purpose
to educate academically, become
leaders in our community, show
integrity in all things, and to love
Christ above all else. It is our goal
to provide excellent curriculum to
every student in every area. The
teacher is the most important key to
our children’s success or failure. At
Portland Christian we have teachers who are invested in our mission.
Good teachers make a difference;
Portland Christian has good teachers. “Thank you, Jennifer Pinkham,
for being such a teacher by living a
life that exhibits true Christianity-a
light to our dark world.” “You have
been a bright spot in the lives of
hundreds of PC students and you
will be missed”.
–By Gail Gunstone

GARY ROBERTS – THE INEVITABILITY OF CHANGE

T

here are
but a
few things in
life that are
inevitable.
Death. Taxes.
And Change.
We are all
destined to
experience
the pain and
exhilaration
of change. Whether the experience
is more pain or more exhilaration largely depends on us. I have
watched this drama play out many
times over as Guidance Counselor at
Portland Christian – and with many
of you.
I have watched from the sidelines
and sometimes walked alongside
students and their families through
many of these changes. Some are
rather small in the grand scheme of
things – like introducing a radical
new haircut or facing new classes
and new teachers or perhaps even
facing the advent or departure of a
boyfriend or girlfriend. Many times,
though, the change has been far
more challenging, even profound
and life changing. There has been
the trauma of adjusting to a new
school. There has been the loss of
a parent, a grandparent or even a
sibling. Too often, there has been
the tragedy of divorce.
Of course, the most common of
these change events involves the
exciting, yet terrifying prospect of
life after high school. At some point,
all students come to realize that
life as they have known it for at
least 18 years is about to change, in
many cases radically. The comfort
of familiar faces and routines, of
deep friendships, of home is about
to be upended. Yes, there is an element of excitement in all of this with
the prospect of new adventure. Yet,
even the student with the greatest
bravado often admits to feelings of
sadness and loss – even occasional
terror.
At these times, I would often find
myself in the trenches alongside
students helping them come up with
a plan, map out strategies, distinguish priorities. Most prized were

those times when I have been able
to share a precious gift given to me
by my mother years ago: Jeremiah
29:11.
Though my circumstances at the
time were not quite the same as
those described above, the pain,
confusion and fear of Change WAS.
You see, after a few career ventures,
I finally had convinced myself that
I had “arrived.” I was going to be a
teacher when I grew up. Following a
few short years of teaching at Portland Christian, then-principal, Mrs.
Lampi, graciously ended my teaching career. She pointed out that God
never intended me to be a classroom
teacher. Though initially painful to
hear, I knew she was right. Nevertheless, this threw me into the
vortex of Change – with no clue as
to what the ultimate outcome might
be. A very uncomfortable place to be!
This is where my mother came in.
Knowing the emotional and spiritual pitfalls when embroiled in such
circumstances, my mother graciously reminded me of a great and
precious promise of God: For I know
the plans I have for you, plans to
give you hope and a future. At that
crossroad, I realized I had a choice:
to give in to despair and fear, or put
my trust in the sure promises of my
God who NEVER changes. I chose
the road of Faith.
This does not mean that all was well
that summer. Indeed, I spent three
months wrestling between depression and peace, despair and hope,
fear and calm.
“Lord, I don’t know where to go or
what to do!”...
For I know the plans I have for
you...
“Lord, I feel so poor and needy!”...
I have plans to PROSPER you...

The end of my story? After three
months of waiting and watching –
when I was about to take matters
into my own hands – I got a call
from the head of the counseling
department at Portland Christian.
“Would you ever consider being
a school counselor?” My heart
stopped, for there before me was the
Future of God’s promise, a future of
hope, of prosperity, of God’s abundant blessing. But I see now that
God needed to strip me before He
could bless me, to try me before I
could see His faithfulness.
The rest is history.
So, when students are confronted
with Change, I often pass on this
gift of Jeremiah 29:11. I challenge
them to claim this promise as God’s
very personal promise to them:
choose faith over pain, confusion
and despair. Wait, watch and be
still. Know that HE IS GOD!
Ironically, I find myself confronted
again with my nemesis, Change. After almost 20 years of calling Portland Christian home, I am moving
on. Where, I do not yet know. I only
know that God is faithful. That God
has a Plan for me. And not just any
plan. It is a Plan of God’s blessing.
I know many of you are there, too.
Certainly, many of our newest alumni are on the brink of finally moving
on to college. Others are likely adjusting to new jobs that may become
careers. Some of the rest of you are
also unemployed. Or have lost loved
ones. Whatever your Change circumstances might be, I urge you to
take this exhilarating walk of faith
with me. If, on the other hand, you
are in a place of peace and tranquility, I likewise urge you to keep
Jeremiah 29 close to your heart for
the inevitable.

“Lord, I am hurting!”...
My plans are NOT to harm you...

I look forward to the day when we
can all share our stories of God’s
amazing faithfulness.

“Lord, it feels so hopeless!”...
My plans are to give you HOPE...

Until then, God bless you, my
friends!

“Lord, the future looks so bleak!”...
I plan to give you a FUTURE...

–Gary Roberts
Portland Christian Schools 1989-2009
Heb. 12:2
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REUNION SEASON BEGINS WITH
THE CLASS OF 1999
CLASS OF 1999 REUNION

T

hanks to Jon Hunnell and his
classmates, the Class of 1999
held their 10-year reunion on June
13th. Classmates and their families
brought the attendance to over 50 at
the great “BBQ Spread” Jon had arranged to be catered at Knott Park.
Even though it had only been 10
years, a number of classmates had
not seen one another since gradua-

tion so there was much catching up
to do. Little ones played, mommies
held and fed their babies, newlymarrieds introduced their spouses,
the singles talked about their latest
job or new group or event coming to
town and the men discussed what
guys generally do: sports, etc. All in
all, as one classmate put it, “This
was a great event.”

ALL-YEARS: MULTI CLASS PCS REUNION

A

new tradition was begun this
year as the classes of 1985-1990
expanded their multi-year reunion
concept, which started in 2007.
Todd Hoffman (87) and Gregg Remsburg (87) conceived of the idea of
a multi-class reunion in 2006 and
the first event was held at the Sandy
River Airpark the third Saturday of
June in 2007. From this point on,
a Reunion BBQ, fire ring, stunt air
show and tons of things for the kids
to do, has been held each year on
the third Saturday in June. Todd
commented that the amazing thing
is that a different crowd has come
each year.
This year the rain descended in
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torrents on the affair, canceling
the much anticipated air show.
The spirits of those in attendance,
however, was high. And as one attendee from “the past” commented,
“I haven’t been to a PC event since I
left the school. This is great and it’s
time I got involved with the school.”
Following the reunion, a committee was formed to plan next year’s
event. Everyone strongly agreed that
this event is one that must continue.
Please, all you Alums and Friends of
PCS, plan to come out to the Sandy
River Airpark next June 19, 2010
at 4:00 pm for a great time. You’ll
never know whom you might meet.
It’s a great way to connect with PC.

CLASS OF 1984 HOLDS 25th REUNION
night. The BBQ at PC today and the
banquet tonight, I think nearly ¾ of
the class will have been at one event
or another.” (Ed. note: If this is true
then the Class of 1984 may hold the
record for a class reunion.)

C

lassmates descended on Portland from all over the country
to attend the weekend-long Reunion
event. And what an amazing 3
days it was for many classmates,
especially those who had not been
together since high school.
Thanks to Kim Morgan Butler, Cliff
Samodurov, Ren Doughty and others, the weekend was well advertised, and very well attended. As one
classmate said, “With the event last

Continuing their informal gathering from the night before, Alumni
descended on the school beginning
at 9:30 am. First came those to help,
Cliff and girls followed by Kim and
Ren. Tables were set up, balloons
filled with water, the BBQ readied
and people arrived. Babies, toddlers,
little kids, teens, grandkids, classmates and spouses or significant
others; they all arrived. There was
even a video photographer following behind David Lee and his wife
who are starring in a reality show to

debut in the fall.
Following our fill of fabulous food,
Cliff arranged games that included
everyone in attendance. The favorite of course was the balloon toss.
Everyone participated. By 4:30 pm,
everything was cleaned up and
classmates were on their way to the
next event; the banquet at Big Als
in Vancouver. Let the good times
continue.
What a group and what a class!
Bankers, clerks, missionaries, store
managers, brokers, realtors; they
came from all walks of life and with
many experiences since leaving
PCH. “One common thread holds us
all together”, said one Alum, “We are
PCH Alumni. Go Royals!!”
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

I

t is with thanksgiving we provide the REALS at no charge to our
Alumni and Friends. However, the funds for the production of this
publication must come from the gifts of our faithful readers. As the
Lord places it upon your heart, please make a donation to the Alumni
Association for the production of the REALS. Your gift will be gratefully received and appreciated.
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT for the PRODUCTION of the REALS

❑ $10.00
❑ $20.00
❑ Other: ____________
Name:
Year:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone Number:
E-address:
Please make all checks payable to: Portland Christian Alumni Association and send to:
Portland Christian Alumni Association
12425 NE San Rafael Street
Portland, OR 97230
Gifts may also be made using a VISA or Master Card. To make
your gift using one of these cards, call Linda Swenson at 503-2563960 ext. 271 to make your donation. PLEASE let her know the funds
are for the Alumni Association. All gifts are tax deductible and are
immediately receipted by the office.
For further information please call Jeanne Lampi at 503-2563960, ext 267 or 503-880-4603. She can also be reached by e-mail at:
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.
This form may also be used to update your information. Thank you.

EST. 1947

Check out our website at
www.pcschools.org.
Tell your friends to look up
this edition of the REALS
under the alumni tab!
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