Weekly Memos – February 26, 2018
Facts About Fayette Schools
It is always important to share the facts around what’s going on in our public
school system. Sometimes information shared or assumed is not completely
accurate and/or is not completely covering the entire context needed so that
people can understand clearly. I’ve decided to recap and share some interesting
facts about Fayette Schools. I hope this will clarify any communication breakdowns
from various outlets such as various newspaper articles, social media posts,
churches, beauty salons, etc. Before I took the job as superintendent, I realized the
challenges that were before me. However, I accepted the charge and made a
promise to work in tandem with the community to make our public school system
better. One of the things that I wanted was to bring our families/parents back into the schools. We cannot
do this work without families/parents, so it is important that we created opportunities for parents to be
more involved. All schools have some type of active parent involvement group, which didn't exist upon my
arrival. For the record, I appreciate families/parents for all that they do for our schools and teachers. The
tireless efforts given for no pay is appreciated. The improvement of the school system cannot rest on the
shoulders of one individual. It takes a collective effort from all stakeholders. Many of our improvements
academically and operationally have been driven by parent involvement, collaboration, donations, etc. For
that, like never before, will I continue to let our core values - family, optimism, courage, unity, service- drive
my actions to continue working with people to make our system better. For a brief moment, indulge me in a
few facts about Fayette Schools.
Fact #1: Academic Improvement Status
While we recognize that we have room for improvement, we have made some huge strides within a short
period of time that are incredible and have been recognized by the Tennessee Department of Education.
Upon arriving to the system, the district was designated as “in need of improvement”, which was the lowest
tier in the state accountability system. Most recently, based on the baseline data from the state
department, we have moved to the next level and are now recognized as “progressing” which is a tier
higher. Our graduation rate of 90.4% exceeded the overall state graduation rate. This was heavy lifting
considering that our graduation rate was at 75.5%. Our ACT scores continue to improve. Our average ACT
score has increased by 0.9 points, with hopes to do much better since the initiation of our new ACT 21(+)
Club. Last semester the state department recognized our school system, along with a few neighboring
municipal systems, as those among ten systems to be recognized statewide for decreasing the number of
below basic students at the high school level. As you can see, a lot of our data reflects the high school. Glad
you noticed! Let me tell you why. The high school received baseline data two years ago and now the state
can show our growth and progress. Well, this is not the case for grades 3-8. Grades 3-8 set baselines last
year, so after testing this year, we will be able to make comparison around growth and progress. We are
very optimistic by our preliminary formative data and the implementation of our new programs such as
STAR Academy and STEM classes in grades 3-8 that our data will show significant improvement as the high
school has done.
Fact #2: Teacher Salary
We are very excited that we have not requested any new funds from the county commission over the past
two years. Year 1, we gave teacher bonuses. Year 2, we gave a 3% raise and this year we gave a 4% raise.
This effort was driven by the fact that we believe that our teacher salaries had to be competitive in order to
attract top talent. During this year’s budget, we took pride in raising our teacher salary average to $45,600,
which is beyond the state average. This is historical for our system. We see great progress around student
achievement and we realize that it takes top teaching talent to continue to support our efforts to make our
district one of choice, and we remain committed to increasing teacher salaries.

Fact #3 BEP Growth
Most recently, we received word from the state that we will receive additional BEP dollars due to the
increase in our enrollment from last year. We are very encouraged that we will receive another increase in
BEP based on our current increase in enrollment this year. With the bulk of our budget around personnel,
we continue to look for ways to ensure that we have the right personnel in the right positions which will
ensure that our students are receiving the best possible academic and support services.
In closing, contrary to what might have been assumed about our progress, it is obvious that we, as a
community, are doing the right thing for public education. The facts have been presented. The taxpayers in
the community should be very, very proud of the progress that the public school system is making and
continue to celebrate and support the intentional efforts. Again, I’m committed to working with this
community collectively as we address one of the most important issues in a community - EDUCATION. I will
continue to shed light on the facts and figures, so that fiction won’t deter us from achieving our overall goal,
which is student success. Stay tuned.

Early Childhood Transition Training
Audience: Teachers
There will be an Early Childhood Transition Training on Thursday, March 8 from 3:30 PM – 5:30 PM
at the Board of Education. If you received an email in regards to this training, please make plans on
attending.

Pre-K Family Engagement Nights
Audience: Families of current and upcoming pre-k children
FCPS will be holding a Pre-K Family Engagement Night for families of current and upcoming pre-k
children at Buckley-Carpenter Elementary, March 1, 2018 from 6-7 PM. We invite your family to
join us for activities, snacks, resources, and registration information! Call 901-465-5260 for more
information.

Superintendent Engages Schools in
Roundtable Discussions
In order to gain purposeful feedback, Dr. King is once
again holding roundtable discussions with schools. All
staff members are engaged to provide information on
what is working well and give suggestions for
improvement, both within the schools and the district.

Parent Coordinators Partner with CAB
The FCPS parent involvement coordinators (PICs) recently joined
forces with Jackie Shields, Director of Coordinated School Health,
to go a step further in assisting families. By becoming involved with
the Community Advisory Board (CAB), the parent involvement
coordinators will be able to more effectively assist parents with
community programs and resources.

FCPS Parents Share with Prospective
Families
Our amazing FCPS families care about their schools!
Parents of enrolled children at Southwest
Elementary take time out of their day to meet with
prospective family members to discuss needs and let
them know why FCPS is the right fit for their family.

Multiple Schools Represented in Tennessee Titans’ Regional Spelling Bee
This year, Fayette County Public Schools has three students in grades 5-8 who have qualified to
participate in the Tennessee Titans’ Regional Spelling Bee which will be held at Nissan Stadium on
March 10, 2018. School level winners at each elementary and middle school participated in the
Scripps online spelling and vocabulary test. Seventy-one students in the western region of the
state qualified to participate, with one half of Fayette County Public Schools’ participants moving
forward. Congratulations to these super spellers!

Students Take Advantage of TCAT National Signing Day
Students took advantage of TCAT National Signing Day and enrolled to attend classes in the fall.
Many students will begin with college level credits because provisions were made for dual
enrollment. By offering a variety of courses of study, students are prepared to move to the next
level and become workforce ready.

Culinary Students Prepare Recipe
As part of an FCCLA project centered around proteins, students
were challenged to prepare a tasty soup out of a few items.
These ladies used the given ingredients to whip up a creamy
chicken and mushroom soup. Sounds souper delicious!

Fayette-Ware Nursing Student Does Internship
Choosing the right career path is an important decision, and
Fayette County Public Schools assists students in making career
choices by providing them opportunities for on the job experience.
Nursing student Sarah Burt, who aspires to study veterinary
science, spent the day at VCA Animal Clinic in Eads with Pennie
Anderson to gain some hands-on training. Partnering with local
businesses allows students to glean valuable knowledge to aid in
decision making for the future.

Fayette-Ware Freshman Boys Win District Championship; Finish 21-1
Fayette-Ware fans got a look at the future of its basketball program and it looks very bright. The
Freshman Wildcats capped off a tremendous season by winning the West TN Freshman District
Championship, held this year at “The Warehouse” by defeating Covington 48-37.
Both teams came out looking to run up and down the court and play full court defense. Kyron
Middlebrooks got off to a hot start as he hit back-to-back 3 pointers to open the game, as the
teams were tied at 11 after the first quarter. The second quarter saw Trey Henderson come alive
as he got out in the open court and was able to convert some easy layups after Covington
turnovers, finishing the first half with 10 points. Fayette-Ware led 23-19 at the half. Covington was
able to turn the tables in the third quarter as they forced the Wildcats into some turnovers which
they were able to covert, including some open transition three-pointers and tie the game at 31-31
headed into the fourth quarter. Wildcat head coach Demarius Chearis turned to his bench for a
spark in the final frame and it worked. Gabe Ingram and Ladarius Luellen made big plays down the
stretch and the Wildcats were able to finish off the game from the free throw line for the victory.
Henderson finished with 16 points, Taki Walker added 7 points, while Middlebrooks, Luellen and
Tyler Fitzpatrick all chipped in with 6 points.

Fayette-Ware Wins District 15-AA Title Over Ripley in OT
For the second straight game, four quarters wasn’t enough to decide the District 15-AA regular
season title between Fayette-Ware and Ripley. In another classic game that came down the wire,
the Wildcats claimed the 58-53 OT victory over Ripley on the Tigers’ home floor.
Ripley jumped out early in the first quarter thanks to a flurry of three-point baskets. The Wildcats
found themselves down 15-9 after the first quarter. Fayette-Ware heated up in the second
quarter as some outside shots finally started to fall. Tyiee Watkins was able to take advantage
inside as he scored 8 first half points to lead the Wildcats. But Ripley didn’t cool off behind the arc
as they continued their three-point barrage en route to a 32-22 halftime advantage. Coach Marcus
Stokes made some halftime adjustments to his defense and it paid off immediately as FayetteWare went on an 8-0 run to open the third quarter. Senior point guard Carrington Maclin found
his offensive as he scored six points in the quarter as the Wildcats trailed 43-39 headed to the
fourth quarter. Foul trouble finally caught up with Ripley as two players fouled out and the
Wildcats took advantage, going 6 for 8 from the free throw line in the fourth quarter. Fayette-

Ware appeared to have the game in hand, up 49-46 when Ripley guard Tre Alston hit a threepointer at the buzzer to send it into overtime. In the extra frame, senior Quatarius York scored 5
quick points and Fayette-Ware outlasted Ripley for the win and District 15-AA regular season title.
Senior Tyiee Watkins had another huge game with 18 points and 9 rebounds, fellow senior
Carrington Maclin added 12 points, 6 assists, and 6 rebounds, while Jaylon Taylor chipped in 10
points and 6 rebounds.

Lady Wildcats Beat Ripley; Advance to District 15-AA Semi-finals
The Fayette-Ware Lady Wildcats welcomed the visiting Ripley Tigers to “The Warehouse” and
promptly sent them home, 57-34, to advance to the semifinals of the District 15-AA in Covington.
Unlike the contest the night before, Ripley was able to stake an early 11-10 lead in the 1st quarter
as Fayette-Ware started off cold from the floor. Shaniah Tate found the touch scoring six points
for the Lady Wildcats. The 2nd quarter saw Fayette-Ware turn up their defensive pressure, forcing
the slower Tigers in turnovers and fouls. The Wildcats paraded to the free throw line, making 10 of
12 in the quarter to end the half up 27-22. Fayette-Ware came out after halftime energized by
Coach Sherry Smith’s halftime message of intensity and continued pressure. Ripley wilted as they
managed to score a mere six points while Fayette-Ware dropped 19 points in the quarter,
including 11 by senior Courteisha Jackson. The fourth quarter was much of the same, allowing
Coach Smith to empty her bench. Shakira Price led all scorers with a game high 15 points, with
Jackson chipping in 13 points, and Tate adding 10.

Wildcats Drop Heartbreaker to Haywood in District 15-AA Semifinals
It was only natural that the rubber match between Haywood and Fayette-Ware would be on a
neutral court as each team had won on the other’s home court. In a battle of heavyweights,
Haywood was able to land the final blow as they upset the #1 seeded Wildcats 45-44 in the District
15-AA semifinals.
Quatarius York got the Wildcats off early as he found his shooting rhythm on a variety of moves.
His six first quarter points pushed Fayette-Ware to the 12-11 lead after the first quarter. Haywood
was able to take advantage of Fayette-Ware aggressive defensive as they paraded to the foul line
in the 2nd quarter. The Tomcats made 8 of 9 free throws and the game was tied 26-26 at the half.
Jaylon Taylor and York each had 8 first half points for the Wildcats. The third quarter saw both
teams attempt to run some clock on each possession and Fayette-Ware also turned up their
defensive pressure holding Haywood to 5 points. The Wildcats led 36-31 headed into the final
frame, but Haywood wasn’t done. Fayette-Ware had multiple chances to put the game away but
the rim became unkind, as they couldn’t find any offense. Haywood closed on a 14-8 run to lead
45-44 with 10 seconds left. The Wildcats had the final possession and a chance to win but Jaylon
Taylor’s 3 pointer at the buzzer spun out and Haywood had held on for the upset of top ranked
Fayette-Ware.
Quatarius York was the only Wildcat double figures as he scored 12 points. Carrington Maclin and
Jaylon Taylor both added 9 points. The Wildcats will advance to face Mitchell in the Region 8AA
quarterfinals at Trezevant.

