AP US HISTORY OUTSIDE and SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS 2018-2019
Welcome to AP US History: This will be a very busy year and our goal is to be prepared for the AP US
History exam which takes place in May 2019.
AP US History is a college-level course and that is the way I will teach the course, and the level at which
you are expected to perform. The AP US History test will require you to have extensive background
knowledge in US History. We will cover US history from the 1400’s-present day. In order to cover this
vast amount of material in the time frame allowed, it is essential that all students are prepared to begin
work on the first day of school. I do not write this to scare you, but rather to make sure you are fully
aware of the challenges of this course.
Therefore, every APUSH student will be required to complete a summer reading assignment. This
assignment will count as a major grade!
YOU SHOULD HAVE THIS DONE BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS! However, I would not start this assignment
until August as the material will be on your first test AND A QUIZ WITHIN THE FIRST WEEK OF
SCHOOL.
Directions:
1. Read Ch 1 from American Pageant and complete guided reading (I would print the Guided
Reading and write on it. However, if you want to type your answers you may)
2. Identify the meaning and/or significance of each of the key terms relating to the chapter.
Sometimes there will be terms included that are not included in the text. It is your
responsibility to research these terms for identification as well. (THIS MUST BE TYPED) I
SUGGEST YOU LOOK FOR THE WORDS IN THE TEXT FIRST!!! INCOMPLETE OR OVERLY
SIMPLISTIC DEFINITIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTABLE. PLEASE REMEMBER AS THESE ARE NOT
WORDS FROM A GLOSSARY STUDENTS SHOULD NOT HAVE THE SAME WORDING FOR YOUR
ANALYSIS OF TERMS.
3. Watch “America before Columbus” and complete viewing guide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zr46zBwySw
Watch the clips below and take notes as needed:
4.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_rSS9Y53jVI&list=PL-69ThEyf7BOS9ppIm3mpVxnuvcIVVKz
5. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5HV8d461Po&list=PL-69ThEyf7DKzRanL0ZAL_MeO5CAyR6R&index=4

FAILURE TO FOLLOW DIRECTIONS WILL RESULT IN A REDUCED GRADE! YES, I AM GRADING THIS FOR
CORRECTNESS.
If you have any questions about the assignment or text over the course of the summer please do not
hesitate to contact Mrs. Thompson: lthompson@parrottacademy.org

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Identification Terms:
Amerigo Vespucci
Aztecs
Balboa
Christopher
Columbus
Columbian Exchange
Conquistadores
Cortes
Encomienda (system)
Ferdinand Magellan
Inca
Iroquois Culture

12. Isabella and
Ferdinand
13. Jesuit missionaries
14. John Cabot
15. Lost Colony at
Roanoke
16. maize
17. Maya
18. mercantilism
19. mestizos
20. missions
21. New France
22. Northwest Passage

23. Phillip II of Spain
24. Pizarro
25. Pueblo Revolt
(Pope’s Rebellion)
26. Quebec
27. Renaissance
28. smallpox
29. Spanish Armada
(1588)
30. Treaty of Tordesillas
31. Vasco da Gama
32. Walter Raleigh

*Please note for this assignment I am only asking you to do a brief definition for each term. I expect
that each ID will be 1-3 sentences that addresses the most important information about the term.
When class starts I will instruct you on a different format for our Identifications*
Example:
Amerigo Vespucci: He was an Italian explorer who in 1503 published about his voyages near what is
today North America. North and South America are named in honor of his explorations.

National Geographic – America Before Columbus (Part 1)
Directions: Answer the following questions while viewing the video.
1)
What are the names of Columbus’ ships?

2)

What was the purpose of Christopher Columbus’ voyage?

3)

What goods were being sold through the Silk Road?

4)
What were some of the reasons (or innovations) that allowed Europe’s population to reach over 100
million people?
5)

What is the name of great city, built by the mound builders? What is known about them?

6)

What staple crop, developed by genetic engineering, helped the mound builders to prosper?

7)

What crop helped the Inca to proper without corn, as it would not grow in the high altitudes?

8)

How were they able to grow this crop? (How did they alter the landscape?)

9)

What is the biggest domestic mammal in the Americas, before Columbus?

10)

Why were there no domesticated animals in North America?

11)

What is the most important animal to the Native Americans?

12)

How did the Native Americans hunt these animals?

13)

How was hunting different for the Europeans?

14)

What happened to the fish stocks in Europe?

15)

How is fishing different in the Americas?

16)

Why did the Anasazi, the civilization located in present day New Mexico, disappear?

17)

How was wood important to the Europeans? (What were they using wood for?)

18)

What object was invented that allowed the spread of new ideas and information?

Video Review – Part 1
Directions: Using your answers from the video questions, fill in the chart below comparing Europe to America in 1491.
Europe America

Europe

America

Ex. Spain

Ex. Inca

Civilizations/
Countries
Domesticated
Animals

Fishing

Wood

Staple Crops

Tools/Inventions

Population
Name: ________________________________
Period: _____________

National Geographic – America Before Columbus (Part 2)
I. Columbus reaches the Americas, impact:
1.

How many million people live in the Americas in 1491?

2.

How are the cultures and people of the Americas different than Europe?

3.

Why could one call the Spanish arrival a ‘stampede’?

4.

What does the narrator say is a ‘perfect source of food’?

5.

How is that animal seen as a staple food for some and a curse for others?

6.

Who was the hidden passenger on board European ships and what were the consequences?

II. The Great Dying:
1.

What did Europeans attribute the disease and death of native Americans?

2.

What was the impact of native American deaths?

3.

How many years did it take for the Europeans to have a “garden of Eden without humans”?

4.

What is the evidence of God’s 2nd creation that Europeans send back home?

5.

What is the unwelcomed passenger and unintentional gift with deadly consequences in Europe?

III. A New Wave of Settlement in the 17th Century:
1.

Who is the new “superpower of Europe?”

2.

There was no gold in the rivers, but what did Europeans find there that amazed them?

3.

How long does it take for European settlements to create ‘overfishing’?

4.

Why were American trees ‘doomed’?

5.
Other than the man’s head who is chopping down a tree, what other areas of the Americas are
‘completely bald’?

6.

Europeans create the new world in the image of _____.

IV. A “New” New World:
1.

What new items do Europeans bring to the new world?

2.

What less welcome guests do the Europeans bring with them in their bags of seeds?

3.

How do these new items impact the Americas?

4.

What is the Columbian Exchange and it’s impact on the world?

5.

What impact does the potato have and why does it thrive in Europe?

6.

Only one animal ends up in Europe, what is it?

7.

Why did Columbian exchange impact European environment so much less than the reverse?

V. To exploit the resources of the new world, an explosion of exploitation of humans results:
1.

What made the creation of the ‘new world’ possible?

2.

What is the ‘accident of ecology’?

3.
500 years later, what do you believe Columbus and Isabella would say if they could see The New World
today?

