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Introducing the 2017 Varsity Arts Artists of the Year

2017 Artists of the Year: from left, Ze Zoe Zhou, 3D visual arts; Isabel Kimmel, dance; Aileen Chung, instrumental music; Celine Kim, 2D visual
arts; Daniel Zolghadri, theater; Claire Imler, film; Daniel Sanchez, vocal music. (Photos by Leonard Ortiz, Orange County Register/SCNG)
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What do you get to say when you stand out among 407 talented high school students from around Orange County who either sing,
dance, act, draw, sculpt, play an instrument or make movie magic?
Here’s what: “I am a 2017 Orange County Register Artist of the Year.”
For each of the winners in our seven categories – instrumental music, dance, film, 2D visual arts, 3D visual arts, vocal music and theater
– being named Artist of the Year says a lot about their talent, ambitions and sense of what art can do for individuals and communities.
All were selected by a panel of savvy judges in each discipline, including working professionals, representatives of prestigious arts
organizations, high school and college instructors, and local journalists. A tough crowd to please.
This is the fourth year for the Register’s Artist of the Year program honoring juniors and seniors nominated by their arts teachers for their
standout talent in a particular discipline. The program continues to grow, with 68 schools represented in the 2017 nominations.
The process starts with an invitation to teachers countywide to identify the top talent at their school – students with a depth of character
and artistic vision to match their talent.
The teachers send us more than a list of names. They tell us what makes these young artists special and unique. We also hear how they
have contributed to the artistic legacy on their high school campuses and in their communities. Sometimes it goes beyond the local arts
scene: There are students whose talent and outreach have taken them around the country and overseas.
The nominees are narrowed down to the Top 10 in each discipline. Then it gets really tough: They must perform or present their work in
front of the judges. And they have to talk about themselves.
Whatever their focus, art is their universal language. We’re pleased to speak it here in tribute to them.
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THE 2017 ARTISTS OF THE YEAR
Aileen Chung, Crean Lutheran High School, instrumental music
Claire Imler, Woodbridge High School, film
Celine Kim, University High School, 2D visual arts
Isabela Kimmel, Orange County School of the Arts, dance
Daniel Sanchez, Orange County School of the Arts, vocal music
Ze Zoe Zhou, Crean Lutheran High School, 3D visual arts
Daniel Zolghadri, Orange County School of the Arts, theater

CONTACT VARSITY ARTS: 714-796-2258 or varsityarts@ocregister.com
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Theresa Walker
Theresa Walker is a Southern California native who has been a staff writer at The Orange County Register since 1992.
She specializes in human interest stories and social issues, such as homelessness. She also covers nonprofits and
philanthropy in Orange County. She loves telling stories about ordinary people who do the extraordinary in their
communities.
 Follow Theresa Walker @TellTheresa
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