Middle School Elective Pathways
STEM
Science, Technology, Engineering, Math
6th

Intro to Robotics*
Technology Explorations*

7th

Competitive
Robotics

Mass Media*

Intro to Green Power

Computer Science
Discoveries A*

8th

Competitive
Robotics

Mass Media*

Green Power
Intermediate

Computer Science
Discoveries B*

Fine Arts

6th

Beginning Band

7th Intermediate
Band

8th

Advanced
Band

Art Explorations*
Drama*

Beginning Chorus

Percussion*

Intermediate
Chorus

Art Basics*

Theater Basics*

Percussion*

Advanced
Chorus

Advanced Art

Advanced Theater

*This is a 1 semester course and may be paired with another 1 semester course as scheduling allows.

Middle School Elective Pathways (cont.)

Life Skills

Teen Connections*
Career Cluster
Technologies I*

7th

8th

Foreign Language

Career Cluster
Technologies II

Intro to
Health Sciences

7th

Intro to
Cyber Security

Business
Elective*

Spanish I

Gifted Reading Adventures*
or
Gifted Explorations

6th

8th

8th

*This is a 1 semester course and may be paired with another 1
semester course as scheduling allows.

Academic Electives

7th

Intro to Spanish*

Scholars Bowl*

Future City*
If You Build It*

Scholars Bowl*

Look Out World, Here We
Come!*
Stock Market Game*

**Intervention classes will be assigned based on spring assessment
results and will replace an elective
option. Students who attain grade
level on progress monitoring assessments may move to their additional
elective option.
8th Grade will be on
A/B Block Schedule

3-Year Planning Guide

6th Grade

7th Grade

8th Grade

1

6th Math,
Advanced 6th Math

7th Math , Pre-Algebra, or MT
Pre-Algebra

Pre-Algebra, Algebra I, or MT
Algebra I

2

Language Arts or
Advanced Language Arts

Language Arts or
Advanced Language Arts

Language Arts or
Advanced Language Arts

3

Science

Science or Advanced Science

Physical Science or
Advanced Physical Science

4

Social Studies

Social Studies

Social Studies

5

Physical Education

Physical Education

Physical Education

6

Reading/Math Intervention** or
Reading & Elective Pathway Option

Reading/Math Intervention** or
Elective Pathway Option 1

Reading/Math Intervention** or
Elective Pathway Option 1

7

Elective Pathway Option 2

Elective Pathway Option 2

Elective Pathway Option 2

8

Elective Pathway Option 3

Elective Course Descriptions
Sixth Grade
Art Explorations– (1 semester) Students will apply the elements of art and principles of design to the production of 2-D art using
the Common Core Creative Practices (Imagine, Investigate, Construct, Reflect). A variety of media such as crayons, oil pastels
and paint will be used to create original works of art.
Beginning Band (2 semesters)- is for first year band students or students who are still on a beginning level. Students will learn the
fundamentals of reading music and playing an instrument.
Beginning Chorus (2 semesters)- This entry-level course is designed to introduce and develop basic singing techniques, sightreading skills, and basic music theory concepts. The group performs in unison and two-part music in concert twice a year.
Attendance is required at all performances.
Drama (1 semester)- The purpose of this course is to educate students on the various forms of media that rely heavily on drama,
such as theater, television, and film. Students will have opportunities to learn and practice acting techniques to be used in
the performance of one-act plays.
Gifted Reading Adventures (1 semester) - Identified-gifted students will explore interest based units such as mysteries, law and
order, debate, mythology and other high interest topics. They will develop affective skills beyond those available in the regular classroom in order to meet their needs as gifted learners. This course will also develop critical and creative thinking along
with problem solving skills. Interest-based units will help students develop higher level reading skills and incorporate the
latest digital platforms. Students will have the opportunity to participate in an author’s conference. This course will meet
the sixth-grade reading requirement.
Gifted Explorations: (2 semesters) - Identified-gifted students will explore interest based units such as mysteries, law and order,
debate, mythology and other high interest topics. They will develop affective skills beyond those available in the regular
classroom in order to meet their needs as gifted learners. This course will also develop critical and creative thinking along
with problem solving skills. Interest-based units will help students develop higher level reading skills and incorporate the
latest digital platforms. Students will have the opportunity to participate in an author’s conference. This course is designed
to provide gifted services to students who are not enrolled in honors math or language arts, but it is open to all identifiedgifted students. One semester of this course meets the sixth-grade reading requirement.
Introduction to Robotics (1 semester)- In this course, students will use Lego NXT kits to learn how to plan, build, and program
robots. The students will apply measurement and geometry skills to calculate navigation, use experimentation to change and
improve design, and document & explain results. This course is designed to prepare students for the competition setting.
Technology Explorations (1 semester)- This course is designed to give students an opportunity to use computers on a daily basis
to develop good computer keyboarding, applications, and internet skills. In addition, students should learn ethical & world
issues involved with technology and how to safely use technology.
Seventh Grade
Art Basics (1 semester)- students will apply the elements of art and principles of design to the production of 2-D art using the
common core creative practices (Imagine, Investigate, Construct, & Reflect). A variety of media such as crayons, oil pastels,
and paint will be used to create original works of art.
Career Clusters Technologies I (2 semesters)- A 140 instructional-hour course designed for Grade 7 to introduce students to
foundational knowledge and processes needed to increase students’ technological literacy. Students are exposed to the 16
career clusters and related pathways in transportation, communication, manufacturing, and construction.
Competitive Robotics (2 semesters)- In this course, students will use Lego NXT kits to learn how to plan, build, and program. Students will apply measurement and geometry to calculate navigation, use experimentation to change and improve, and document/explain results. This course is designed to prepare students for the competitive setting.
Computer Science Discoveries A (1 semester)- This is an introductory computer science course design for middle school students. The curriculum emphasizes problem-solving, creation, and collaboration while introducing students to the many ways
computer science impacts their lives. CS Discoveries A includes processes for computer-based problem solving, beginning
website development in HTML and CSS, and beginning computer animation and game design using JavaScript.

Course Descriptions (cont.)
Future City: (Fall semester only) Identified-gifted students who enjoy playing Minecraft or SimCity, like to build things, and/or like
to imagine what things will be like in the future will enjoy this class. Students will work in teams to design a city of the future
and then build a table-top model of the city. We will present the cities at the Future City Competition in January.
If You Build It: (Spring semester only) Identified-gifted students who like to solve problems and build things will enjoy this
class. Students will learn about different fields of engineering through hands-on projects which will include the use of 3-D
printing. This semester will culminate with students working in teams to design rafts and compete in a district-wide Raft Race.
Intermediate Band (2 semesters)- is a continuation of progress through the second level of band instruction and will continue to
develop basic skills learned in Beginning Band. Daily rehearsals in class and daily practice outside of class are some of the expectations for the course. Attendance is required at all performances.
Introduction to Green Power (1 semester)- Introduction to Greenpower is a course for students in Grade 7. This course provides
an introduction to design software and provides students with real-world industry relevant, and multi-disciplinary engineering
and manufacturing skills. Students design, build, and race an electric car while learning leadership and collaboration skills
within a competitive environment.
Introduction to Spanish (1 semester)- Students will be introduced to the Spanish language and culture basics in the areas of speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
Intermediate Chorus (2 semesters)- This course is designed to develop singing techniques, sight-reading skills and music theory
concepts at the intermediate level. This group performs two and three-part music. Attendance is required at all performances.
Mass Media (1 semester)- Students in Mass Media will learn Journalism basics, while promoting a positive image of the school as a
school media staff member. In the course, students will produce authentic products as content for the school's Website, Social Media accounts, and yearbook. Various projects will allow students to use their unique talents and explore areas including
news and feature writing, interviewing, video, and graphic design, among others.
Percussion (1 semester)- The objective of this course is for students to develop their skills on a variety of percussion instruments.
Students may provide their own instruments or use a school-owned instrument.
Scholars Bowl (1 semester)- is a competition-based course that prepares teams to compete in head-to-head contests in which
knowledge of various subject areas is tested. Class activities and assignments are intended to deepen content knowledge, motivate students to learn, and strengthen teamwork skills.
Teen Connections (1 semester)- This class provides fun and hand-on opportunities for students to explore personal development;
the impact of values, goals, decision making, and time management; conflict resolution; identifying family structures; member’s roles and responsibilities; changes and challenges faced throughout the family life cycle; health, wellness, and a healthy
appearance; money management and teen consumer decisions; teen clothing decisions; stages of child development; first aid
techniques; organizing and maintaining teen living space; home safety; technology; and skills needed for workplace success.
Theater Basics(1 semester)- Theatre basics course provides an outlet for student creativity. This is a class for those interested in
learning about acting and theatre. Students interested in performance, direction, design, technical support, backstage crafts
and publicity are encouraged to join. Whether you like to be in the limelight or you like to be creative behind the scenes, you
will have an opportunity to show your talent in the theatre class. The course will enhance students’ speech and communication skills, as well as build listening and collaboration skills. Students will be able to explore the basic components of theatre
with the focus of completing a final play. This will be featured at the end of the semester as a finished performance.

Eighth Grade
Advanced Art (.5 block)- This class is for students hoping to continue studying art in the high school years. Students will be expected to work independently on individualized projects using a variety of media and approaches, applying Common Core
Creative Practices (Imagine, Investigate, Construct, Reflect) and developing a personal style.
Advanced Band (1 block)- is open to all students who have successfully completed two years of band. This course is a continuation
of progress through the third level of band instruction and will continue to develop basic skills learned in Beginning and Intermediate Band. Daily rehearsals in class and daily practice outside of class are some of the requirements for the course. Attendance is required at all performances.
Advanced Chorus (1 block)- is the advanced-level choir for students interested in vocal music performance. This course is designed
to develop singing techniques, sight-reading skills, and music theory concepts at the advanced level. This group performs
three part music, accompanied and a cappella. This choir performs popular music and standard choral literature throughout
the year. Attendance is required at all performance.

Course Descriptions (cont.)
Advanced Theater (1 block)- Advanced theater course provides students an opportunity to expand on theater basics, study and
participate in theatre activities (warm-up activities, theatre games, pantomime, improvisation, acting techniques, monologue
presentations, ensemble-acting presentations, etc.). This course is designed to encourage and prepare students who are considering theater at the high school level. Students will complete two productions during the semester.
Business Elective (.5 block)- A foundation course where students develop an understanding of how academic skills in mathematics, economics, and written and oral communications are integral components of success in commerce and information
technology careers.
Career Clusters Technologies II (1 block)- A 140 instructional-hour course for students in Grade 8 that provides an in-depth study
of the knowledge and processes needed to further increase students’ level of technological literacy. Instruction is provided in
technologies related to the 16 career clusters and related pathways.
Competitive Robotics (1 block)- In this course, students will use Lego NXT kits to learn how to plan, build, and program. Students
will apply measurement and geometry to calculate navigation, use experimentation to change and improve, and document/
explain results. This course is designed to prepare students for the competitive setting.
Computer Science Discoveries B (.5 block)- This is a continuation of the computer science course design for middle school students. The curriculum emphasizes problem-solving, creation, and collaboration while introducing students to the many ways
computer science impacts their lives. CS Discoveries B includes the development of prototype apps, binary representation of
data for decision making, and the building of interactive hardware/software projects.
Green Power Intermediate (.5 block)- This course is for second year Greenpower students. This course provides an introduction to
design software and provides students with real-world industry relevant, and multi-disciplinary engineering and manufacturing skills. Students design, build, and race an electric car while learning leadership and collaboration skills within a competitive
environment.
Introduction to Cyber Security (? block)- Introduction to Cyber Security provides students in Grade 8 with a basic understanding of
computer structure and functionality, as well as ethics and security concepts which can be used to further their study/career
path in high school and beyond. Students will experience hands-on activities to explore hardware and software components
and implement basic computer security principles. Foundational concepts in computer storage, network connectivity, operating systems, and data structures are introduced. Additional topics include: coding concepts and practices; code processing
within the computer; examining historical and emerging technologies; and discovering college and career pathways that are
related to information technology and computing technology.
Introduction to Health Sciences (1 block)- A 140 instructional-hour course that introduces students to the health professions. Students explore a variety of career opportunities in Healthcare and related fields.
Look Out World, Here We Come! (.5 block, Fall semester only) - Identified-gifted students will explore their very own future possibilities! They will conduct personal career exploration through interviews and counseling and have the opportunity for job
shadowing! Students will get to learn about personal finance through real world simulations. This class will be very beneficial
for students prior to making course selections for high school.
Mass Media (.5 block)- Students in Mass Media will learn Journalism basics, while promoting a positive image of the school as a
school media staff member. In the course, students will produce authentic products as content for the school's Website, Social Media accounts, and yearbook. Various projects will allow students to use their unique talents and explore areas including
news and feature writing, interviewing, video, and graphic design, among others.
Percussion (.5 block)- The objective of this course is for students to develop their skills on a variety of percussion instruments. Students may provide their own instruments or use a school-owned instrument.
Scholars Bowl (.5 block)- is a competition-based course that prepares teams to compete in head-to-head contests in which
knowledge of various subject areas is tested. Class activities and assignments are intended to deepen content knowledge, motivate students to learn, and strengthen teamwork skills.
Spanish I (1 block)- Students will be introduced to the Spanish language and culture of Spanish-speaking countries. Basic skills are
stressed in the area of speaking, listening, reading and writing in Spanish. Upon completion of the course with an A or B average, students are then recommended for Spanish 2 at the high school.
Stock Market Game (.5 block, Spring semester only): Identified-gifted students and their teammates (up to 5 people total) will be
given a hypothetical $100,000 to invest in the stock market. Students will learn about companies, products, financial documents, economics and more as they compete against teams across the state in order to see who can make the most out of
their investments.

Please return forms by

March 9, 2018

6th Grade Registration
Name________________________________ 2017/2018 Grade ________________
2017/2018 School ____________________ Contact Number(s) _________________
All students going into 6th grade take the following:


Math*



Language Arts*



Social Studies



Science



Physical Education



Reading



Electives (3 semesters)

Please list elective choices in the order of preference. You should choose enough electives to total 4
semesters.
Course Title

Semesters

Total Semesters

Please list alternate elective choices in order of preference to be used if the electives listed above are
not available. Please list enough electives to total 4 semesters.
Course Title

Semesters

Total Semesters

Please return forms by

March 2, 2018

7th Grade Registration
Name________________________________ 2017/2018 Grade ________________
2017/2018 School ____________________ Contact Number(s) _________________
All students going into 7th grade take the following:


Math* (based on current placement)



Language Arts* (based on current placement)



Social Studies



Science



Physical Education



Electives (4 semesters)

Please list elective choices in the order of preference. You should choose enough electives to total 4
semesters.
Course Title

Semesters

Total Semesters
Please list alternate elective choices in order of preference to be used if the electives listed above are
not available. Please list enough electives to total 4 semesters.
Course Title

Semesters

Total Semesters

Please return forms by

March 2, 2018

8th Grade Registration

Name________________________________________ 2017/2018 Grade ________________
2017/2018 School ____________________ Contact Number(s) _________________
All students going into 8th grade take the following:


Math* (based on current placement)



Language Arts* (based on current placement)



Social Studies



Science



Physical Education



Electives (3 blocks)

Please list elective choices in the order of preference. You should choose enough electives to total 3 Blocks.
Course Title

Blocks

Total Blocks
Please list alternate elective choices in order of preference to be used if the electives listed above are not available.
Please list enough electives to total 3 Blocks.
Course Title

Blocks

Total Blocks

