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District 153 to Send 14
Student Musicians to
Music Festival
District 153 is proud to be
sending 14 talented students
to the 2011 Illinois Music
Educators Association’s
(IMEA) band, choir and orchestra festival on November
5th at Riverside-Brookfield
High School. These students
had to audition and were selected from over 1,000 students to take part in the festival. Congratulations to all!

www.hsd153.org

School Board Approves FY2012 Budget
At its September 26th meeting, the District
153 school board approved the FY 201112 budget. The budget projects a
$940,000 deficit, consistent with projections used during the spring referendum
campaign.
Proceeds from the bond sale approved by
referendum voters last spring will make up
the difference between expenditures and
revenues this coming year (and in the
next few years) and allow the district to
maintain staff and services. See box,
right, for the opportunity to learn more.
The school district ended the previous
fiscal year with a surplus in operating
funds of almost $495,000 (audited).
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BAND: Wesley Thrall, Henry Heligas, Michael Havighorst (selected
for IMEA Jazz Festival)
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More details regarding the
FY2011 budget and school district finances, in general, can
be found on our website at
www.hsd153.org/board of education/
district finances.

“State of the
School District”
Public Meetings
Monday, Nov. 14
It’s been over six
months since voters
approved District
153’s funding referendum. All community residents are
invited to ask questions and learn how the school district is faring at one of two information sessions with Superintendent Dr.
Dale Mitchell.

9 a.m. (and repeated at) 6 p.m.
Hart/Millennium Cafetorium
18211 Aberdeen Street
Sponsored by:

Volunteer Power Fuels Churchill Beautification Efforts
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CHOIR: Front: Lauren Torian, Sydney Dubose, Raina Kalas, Harrison
Wojcikowski. Back: James Rhyne,
Alvin Jones, Emily Rose White,
Alecia Conway, David Meehan
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ORCHESTRA: Anya Brumfield,
Grace Ryan

About 25 volunteers turned out on October
16th with rakes, shovels and gloves to put in
new foundation plantings around Churchill
School.
Their work is just the first part of a larger plan
to improve landscaping and outdoor recreation
at the school. This long-range strategy for
Churchill is a collaboration between the Homewood PTA and the school district.
Local landscape architect, José Magán, donated his services to create a long-range plan
for the site. Different parts of the plan will be
prioritized and implemented as school district
and PTA funding allow.

Above, Churchill School gets a needed facelift thanks
to PTA donations and volunteers.

The plan provides space for native plants,
vegetables and a sculpture garden. It also
ment, active play, organized sports as well as
allows for separate areas for playground equip(Continued on page 2)
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2011 ISAT Data
Released
% Meeting or Exceeding
State Standards:

Students in District 153 continue
to excel according to recentlyreleased data from the 2011 Illinois State Achievement Test
(ISAT). The new data show District 153 students posting the
highest marks for math since the
ISAT test was re-vamped in
2006.
About 86% of our students meet
or exceed state standards for
reading and 90% meet or exceed
standards in math. In 2010, 83%
of district students met or exceeded standards in reading,
while 87% did so in math.
"District 153 has always performed well on the ISATs. However it's always great to see improvement on that already strong
track record," said Superintendent Dale Mitchell.
*District and individual
school report cards can be
found on our website at
www.hsd153.org/academics

Spiders welcome here! To supplement the 3rd-grade science unit on spiders, the school rolls out
the spider welcome mat by installing web frames.

Churchill Beautification Efforts
(Continued from page 1)

places to curl up with a book.
In the first phase of work, the school district performed a needed topographic
survey of the land, widened the sidewalks
surrounding the school and removed
vegetation that was creating problems for
the school’s foundation.
Homewood PTA surveyed students to
find out how they used the school’s outdoor spaces and their wishes for the future. The PTA also donated all the new
foundation plantings and recruited the
volunteer labor needed to get it all in the
ground.
PTA Beautification Committee Chair
Rachael Bush Middleton reported that
volunteer workers installed nine ornamental trees and over 130 shrubs. She said
the new plants are native to the area and
should require little water or maintenance
in the future.
“We wanted to focus first on areas where
students spend the most time. The ultimate goal is to draw students into the
project and into their environment. For
example, we installed spider web frames
to enhance the 3rd-grade’s study of spi-

Student landscape volunteer shows off one of
the old bush roots removed to make way for
new plantings at Churchill School.

ders,” said Middleton.
A top priority for future phases of work is
to replace aging playground equipment.
“Not only is the playground equipment
near the end of its life, but also the current equipment was installed when the
school was K-5 building. It isn’t necessarily the most age-appropriate for the
current student population,” said Superintendent Mitchell.
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What’s New and Cool at School
Bulldogs are Buzzing
about School News
Program
Churchill School students are getting a
taste of the broadcasting profession thanks
to a new project at the school this year.
Students are producing their own video
news program, The Bulldog Buzz.

Left, this 4th-grade news producer approves of the scary
music selected by his team for
their Halloween-related news
story.
Below, 4th-grade student points
out to faculty adviser Emily
Sehlke where he thinks his
video needs a transition.

“The Bulldog Buzz gives our kids the opportunity to come up with ideas and see
them through to the end,” said Principal
Cece Coffey.
Shows have featured profiles of school
employees, student and staff surveys and
skits. The final productions are shown to
the student body during lunch. They also
are being posted on the school’s webpage.

velop ideas for the show and figure out how
to divide the tasks to get the show filmed
and edited,” said Coffey.

Every student at Churchill will get a chance
to be a part of the broadcast at least once
Coffey says working on the newscast gives during the course of the school year.
students practice with new computer applications and video equipment.
To watch “The Bulldog
“Because they need to work as a team, this
is great for developing interpersonal and
time management skills, too. Within a
week, they have about three hours to de-

Buzz,” visit
www.hsd153.org/Churchill
School/Bulldog Buzz.

Student Artwork: Not Just for the Refrigerator Anymore
Time was that the door of the family refrigerator was the only place to display all
those masterpieces produced by students
in art class. Not much help if grandma and
grandpa live far away.

Left, 1st-graders work on
their latest art class creation.

For the second year, Willow School Art
Teacher Andy Slivka has been photographing his students’ work and displaying them
online utilizing Artsonia, an online gallery.
Slivka also adds helpful commentary on the
assignments the students were asked to
undertake.
“It’s a great way to share their creations
with loved ones,” Slivka said.
Slivka said he hopes more students will
sharpen their writing skills by writing and
posting online personal statements about
their artwork.
On Artsonia, loved ones are able to order

coffee mugs, calendars and other merchandise adorned with their student’s artwork. The Willow School art program will
receive 15 percent of the proceeds.

To see the Willow School
online art gallery, visit
hsd153.org/Willow School/
Art.
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Playing Together to Stay Together
Millennium School hosted its annual “Field Day” on October
14th with plenty of outdoor activities designed to promote
teamwork and good sportsmanship among the school’s 5th–
and 6th-grade students. The culminating event of the afternoon is the tug-o-war between 5th– and 6th-grade staff members (above). This year’s bragging rights went to the 6thgrade.

School Board Celebrates Academic and Athletic Accomplishments
Congratulations to the James Hart cross country teams for
qualifying for the state meet! This was the first year that the
girls’ team qualified for state and the second year for the boys’
team.
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Front (L to R): Andrea Ramirez,
Katelyn Holmgren, Anna Dunlavey,
Paige Jaffee. Back: Coach Tom
Jaminiski, Kendall Harris, School
Board VP Tom Brabec. Not pictured:
Kelda Sandstrom, Linda Nwumeh,
Emma Nwumeh
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Front (L to R): Joe Eagle, Jack
Dunlavey, Sebastian Valentine,
Justin Lewers. Back: Joshua
Izenbart, Coach Carey Sullivan,
Cobi Sabo, School Board VP
Tom Brabec. Not pictured: Solomon Aniamashaun, Ryan
Dowell
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On August 22nd, the Board of
Education presented four students with the 2010-11 "Tom
Dockweiler Award.” The
award celebrates students
who showed great academic
improvement during the previous school year through hard
work, persistence and a positive attitude.

(L to R): School Board Vice President
Tom Brabec; Troi Bowie, Millennium
School; Harold Tabor, Churchill
School; former school board member
Tom Dockweiler; Davianna Munoz,
Willow School; and Jatyshia Bennett,
Hart School

This recognition is given
yearly to one student in
each of the school district's
four schools and is named
in honor of Thomas Dockweiler, a former school
board member who retired
from the board in 2007 after
21 years of service.

