GRADES OF GREEN
ECO CONSULTATION REPORT

REPORT DATE: JANUARY 30, 2015

Grades of Green Certification Pilot Program
Manhattan Beach Pre-school
Eco-Consultation December 1, 2014
Manhattan Beach Pre-school is located in Manhattan Beach, California and is part of the
Manhattan Beach Unified School District. It is a tuition-based school with 16 classrooms (10
half day and 6 full day) serving approximately 400 students ages two through five.
Current green efforts are being led by Director Kim Johnson. The support team at Manhattan
Beach Pre-school includes Custodians Raul Montoya and Kenneth Mobley and Food Service
Director Shannon Anderson.

PURPOSE OF ECO-CONSULTATION AND REPORT
The purpose of the Eco-Consultation and report are to establish baseline metrics and outline a
clear path for Manhattan Beach Pre School to implement additional Grades of Green Activities
to further inspire and empower their students, staff and families to care for the environment.
This report will summarize all current green programs, provide recommendations for
enhancing these programs and introducing new Grades of Green Activities with suggestions
for implementation. Activities are broken down into six areas: Energy, Water, Emissions,
Toxins, Waste and Earth.
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SYNOPSIS OF CURRENT GREEN PROGRAMS:
Trash Free Lunch: 70% of students pack a lunch with at least three reusable items.
Approximately 17-30 lunches and 430 snacks are served each day. Meals are served
from inside the cafeteria and brought into the classrooms by the teachers. Students
enjoy lunch in their classroom between 11:30-12:30. Mr. Montoya manages waste in the
half day classrooms and Mr. Mobley manages the waste in the full day classrooms. The
campus waste hauler is Waste Management.
Unpackaged Utensils and Condiments: The cafeteria offers Sporks and napkins
individually (versus prepackaged). In lieu of individual packets, condiments are served
directly on trays.
Reusable Water Bottles: Approximately 90% of students bring a reusable water bottle
to school. It is policy to refill reusable cups or bottles from a 5-gallon water dispenser
instead of using a disposable cup.
Lunch trays: All lunch trays are made of compostable and recyclable pulp.
Kitchen Recycling: The kitchen recycles cardboard food and beverage packaging.
Share Box: Several classrooms have a ‘share box’ to share unopened and uneaten
food.
Used toys and books: Used classroom toys and books are donated.
Emergency Kits: Students’ emergency kits are reusable for a period of five years.
Emission Reduction: On average 10% of students walk to school.
Toxin Reduction: Currently 78% of the school’s expenditures for janitorial supplies are
spent on LEED-compliant products.
Native/Drought-tolerant gardens: Manhattan Beach Pre-school has a designated
native garden. Most landscaping is drought-tolerant as irrigation is limited.
Edible Garden: Most classrooms have garden beds behind their rooms utilized to grow
herbs, fruits and vegetables such as tomatoes, strawberries, squash, rosemary, and
thyme. Teachers and parent volunteers maintain the gardens.
In-Class Recycling: Most classrooms recycle paper. The night custodian empties the
in-class recycling containers daily.
Energy Conservation: All big appliances (including refrigerators) are turned off before
long breaks. Additionally, lights are left off in the classroom when there is sufficient
natural light. There are no air conditioning units.
Earth Week: During Earth Week, the school teaches the students about reducing,
reusing, and recycling.
Outdoor Education: Students plant apple seeds, pumpkin seeds, and flowers in their
classroom garden.
Paper: Hammermill paper is FSC certified, acid free, and has the Sustainable Forestry
Initiative certification. The Office Depot paper is acid free and elemental chlorine free.
Green Fundraisers: Two garage sales are held each year and unsold items are
donated to Habitat for Humanity and Soles 4 Souls.
Environmental Topics in the Classroom: Students are taught about the life cycle of
plants and water conservation.
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ENERGY
Opportunities for Expansion:
Post signage in all classrooms and work spaces to encourage students and teachers to
turn the “lights out” when leaving the room. Click here for graphic.
In addition to reminders before long school breaks, schedule weekly reminders for staff
to “power down” before each weekend.
New Green Possibilities:
Engage families in energy conservation efforts. Send “Electricity Challenge” to
parents to implement and discuss energy-saving measures in their homes. Click here
for Challenge Checklist.

WATER
New Green Possibilities
Install buckets/barrels beneath drain spouts to capture rain runoff. Engage students in
helping irrigate plants with the rainwater.
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EMISSIONS
New Green Activities
Display durable metal “No Idle Zone” sign (provided by MBUSD) at drop off and pick up
areas.
o Promote driver compliance through awareness and education via electronic
information and reminders in monthly newsletter.
o Click here for Grades of Green’s Earth Tip on emissions reduction.

TOXINS
Opportunities for expansion:
An analysis of Manhattan Beach Preschool’s janitorial purchases and LEED compliance
is outlined in the Green Gauge Customer Summary available here. Currently 78% of
the school’s expenditures for janitorial supplies are spent on LEED-compliant products.
MB Preschool can attempt to increase this percentage; options for trying additional
LEED-compliant products may be considered with Unisource.
For questions regarding reducing herbicide and pesticide use on campus contact
MBUSD’s Director of Maintenance and Operations Paul Ruta at pruta@mbusd.org and
310-318-7345 X5302. Please see Grades of Green’s Pesticide Reduction Activity for
tips and a sample Integrated Pest Management Plan.
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WASTE
Opportunities for Expansion:
Encourage Packing Trash Free Lunches. Check out Grades of Green’s Trash Free
Tuesdays Activity (specifically Steps 7, 8 and 9) for tips on encouraging packing trash
free.
o Educate families about waste reduction and cost savings through packing
reusable items in kids’ lunches. Send educational flyers via campus
newsletter. Flyers are included in attached zip folder.
Expand classroom recycling.
o Pair each classroom recycle container with a trash can. Staff and students
will recognize there is a choice when disposing of waste. Display pictures of
recyclable items on the recycle can to help educate kids.
o Consider recycling basically clean snack waste in the classroom. Empty
milk cartons and cereal bowls are recyclable.
o Introduce clear liners in the recycle cans to promote proper sorting and
minimize soiling of in-class containers. Liners are available from the district
supplier Unisource.
o Set goals for diverting waste and reducing landfill trash. Reduce daily
campus wide trash from 20 to 15 bags. Promote goal among staff and monitor
progress.
New Green Actjivities:
Monitor trash production and right-size hauler service as needed. Increased
recycling will reduce landfill waste; reduce trash pick-ups from daily to 3 days per week
when able. Contact Janine Hamner (jhamner@wm.com) to request service reduction.
Donate leftover classroom supplies at the end of each school year. Check out
Grades of Green’s Left-over School Supplies activity for tips.
Utilize Chalkboards for messaging. Use chalkboards at campus entrances to
advertise events and disseminate information to students and families in lieu of
distributing paper flyers. Check out Grades of Green’s Chalkboard Bonanza Activity for
step-by-step instructions.
Promote consistent school-generated e-waste collection. Check out Grades of
Green’s E-Waste Recycling Activity for step-by-step instructions.
o Assign a staff member or parent to manage campus e-waste.
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o Provide consistent collection system and communicate to all staff; i.e. place
clearly marked collection containers conveniently on campus.
o Indicate via signage the items that belong in the container.
o Utilize Green Hippo to earn money for your old ink cartridges, cell phones,
computers and more. Click here for more information or you can contact their
Program Director Shoshana Lipson via email (shoshana@greenhippo.com).

EARTH
Educate campus and community about green programs.
o Post Grades of Green “Earth Tips” in monthly campus newsletter.
o Send educational flyers to families via the campus newsletter (included in attached
zip folder).
Create “Green” Guidebook. Keep binder of hardcopies of program descriptions,
signage, Earth Tips, and flyers. Keep binder updated and accessible.
Visit Grades of Green website (www.gradesofgreen.org) for more detail on above
Activities and additional Grades of Green Activities to consider implementing
(every shade makes a difference!).
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RECOMMENDED
GREEN
ACTIVITIES

CURRENT
GREEN
ACTIVITIES

SUMMARY OF GRADES OF GREEN CERTIFICATION

X

X

X

X
X
X
X

X
X

X

PRE SCHOOL’S CURRENT
GRADES OF GREEN LEVEL:

BRONZE STATUS
ENERGY ACTIVTIES
Electricity Challenge
Earth Hour
WATER ACTIVITIES
Native Garden
School Wide Water Reduction
AIR ACTIVITIES
Walk To School
No Idle Zone
City Wide Parade
WASTE ACTIVITIES
Trash Free Lunches
Campus Composting
In-Class Recycling
Worm Bins
Leftover School Supplies
Green Emergency Kits
Costume Closet
Greening Special Events
Online Newsletter
Chalkboard Bonanza
In-Class Composting
Zero Waste Team
CHEMICAL ACTIVITIES
Green Cleaning Supplies
DeTox Thursday
Pesticides
E-Waste
Green School Supplies

NUMBER OF GREEN ACTIVITIES:

5
NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES TO
ACHIEVE SILVER LEVEL:

5
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RECOMMENDED
GREEN
ACTIVITIES

CURRENT
GREEN
ACTIVITIES
X

X

EARTH ACTIVITIES
Earth Club
School Wide Assembly
Student Council Position
Earth Week Celebrations and Challenges
Green King and Queen Challenge
Students in Government
Earth Tips
Display Cases
Go Green Challenge
3R Education
MAKE YOUR OWN ACTITIVIES
____________________________

CONGRATULATIONS!!! Through current green efforts and participation in 5 Grades of
Green activities, Manhattan Beach Preschool has achieved BRONZE level of Grades of
Green Certification!! With the implementation of 5 new Grades of Green Activities or
expansion of current Activities outlined in the recommendations above, the Preschool
would attain SILVER status.
Recommendations are based on current activity level and the school’s specific goals
expressed during the Eco-Consultation. Manhattan Beach Preschool may choose to
implement these recommendations or pursue any additional Grades of Green Activities
outlined on our website. Good luck!!

GRADES OF GREEN ECO-CONSULTATION |

9

Grades of Green Metrics Chart
Manhattan Beach Pre School
Baseline Metrics:
Date:
# of trash bags produced
after lunch each day (includes
kitchen)
# of trash bags produced
campus wide per 24 hour
period (including lunch waste)
# of trash cans throughout
campus (not including
classrooms)
# of trash bins and size
Which days of the week are
trash bins serviced?
# of recycle carts and size
(32, 64 or 96 gal)
Are recycle carts serviced? If
yes, which day(s) of the
week?
# of recycle bins and size
Which days of the week are
recycle bins serviced?
Cost of waste hauler service
per month per container type
Out of students who bring a
lunch, what % packs trash
free?
Out of students who bring a
lunch, what % packs 2
reusable items?
Pieces of litter found in eating
area after lunch time
Frequency of campus
landscaping and how yard
waste is managed
Frequency of lunch time
composting and type of
compost unit

15
20
1 (in play area)
2 6-yard (green)
Note: one used for landfill
waste, one for yard waste.
M-F
1 64-gallon
Emptied with bin
1 3-yard
Friday
$1,180.38
45%

73%
N/A (students eat in
classrooms)
1X/week; yard waste goes
into trash bin (Note: 1 64-gal
green cart observed near
recycle bin)
None

To calculate cost of trash pick-up per month:
Number of pick-ups per week x 4 x cost per pick-up
Waste pick up costs:
Dependent on school district’s contract with waste hauler

After Grades of Green
Program: Date:

CONTACT YOUR GRADES OF GREEN TEAM:
JAN DUNBAR
JanD@gradesofgreen.org
ROBYN MURPHY
RobynM@Gradesofgreen.org
NICOLE GRUCKY
NicoleG@gradesofgreen.org
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