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Paws for the Principal
A Word From Mrs. Thompson

Testing update: Arkansas law (Act 930 of 2017) requires the administration of a
developmentally appropriate measurement or assessment for kindergarten
through grade two (K-2) in literacy and mathematics. To meet this requirement,
while providing districts some flexibility, beginning in the 2017-2018 school year,
each district was able to select the assessment that best meets the needs of our
K-2 students. Clarksville selected to use Istation (ISIP) from a list of state
approved assessments for our K-2 students.
Each of the ISIP assessments will be administered each month in the computer
lab online so that educators can make data-driven instructional decisions. This will
help inform teachers of students that require remediation, intervention, and/or
enrichment. Each test is an adaptive (gets more difficult with correct answers)
test, and students are not expected to know all of the test items.
The third and fourth graders will continue to take the ACT Aspire assessment
online. It is a standards-based assessment to monitor progress toward college
and career readiness connecting each grade level to the next. Each student will
participate in English, writing, reading, math, and science tests. All third and
fourth graders will take at least five brief classroom assessments, three interims,
and one summative assessment in the spring.
Reading level reporting: As a part of Arkansas Department of Education’s focus
on reading, each school is required to inform parents of student’s reading level
twice a year. This is not new for Pyron. In the past, parents have been given
STAR reading reports that showed reading levels. Starting this nine weeks, the
student report card will have the reading level printed on it. This can be found in
the right margin with RL and numbers indicating the level beside it (ie: RL2.5).
This reading level information is obtained with a STAR reading test for
instructional reading level (IRL). An IRL is a criterion-referenced score, so based
upon student responses, this is an estimate to the level of written material a
student is able to read. STAR and Istation reports also include grade equivalency
(GE) levels which will not be on the report card. A student’s GE is a normreferenced score, so based upon student response, this is a comparison of the
student’s reading level to other students around the nation taking the same STAR
or Istation test.
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November 6-10 is National Young Readers’ Week, so in celebration I
plan to take the Principal Challenge on Thursday, Nov. 9th and “Read
my Heart” out all day in each classroom. So watch our Pyron Twitter
feed, #pyroncubs #youngreaders #RISEarkansas and Pyron Elementary
Facebook page for updates on the Principal Challenge. Also, during
this week “celebrities” are encouraged to come to Pyron to take time to
share a favorite childhood book with Pyron and celebrate the joy of
reading. If you would like to do this, contact a teacher or send Mrs.
Thompson a video of a read-aloud or book talk.
Take the parent pledge! The Bookit Program also provides ideas and materials for
parents. http://www.bookitprogram.com/

The Lost and
Found is filling
up fast with
jackets. Please
have your child
check the lost and
found when
things come up
missing! Also,
consider writing
your child’s name
in his/her coat!

At Pyron ALL students being dropped off in
the morning will need to be dropped off in the
front of Pyron ONLY. The side parking lot is
for employees only. The side door remains
locked and no one is on duty. When picking
up in the afternoon, it is best to remain in the
car and drive through. Second and third
grade students are picked up in front. Fourth grade students are
picked up on the side. All parents/guardians picking up students
will need to have a school-provided sign to pick up a
student. Thanks in advance for following these drop off and pick
up rules for the safety of all of our students.

Counselor’s Corner
“Life is better with friends”
According to an article in Psychology Today, friends play a role in
determining our sense of self. They also give us life skills and come with
perks like sharpening our mind, making us happier, and inspiring us to
reach our goals. Shortly, we will begin a lesson that focuses on
friendships such as the qualities of a friend, how to be a good friend, and
how to maintain friendships. We will look at examples and situations
that display the qualities of a great friendship as well as steps to
maintaining a friendship.
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NEWS

Fourth grade teachers are proud of our students’ effort in
the first nine weeks, but we want to encourage them not
to slack up now. We are looking forward to our STEM
Night on November 1, and hope to see many parents and Pyron Elementary is proud to announce our
students there. Keep practicing multiplication facts and 4th Grade music program.
reading nightly!
The 4th grade Christmas program will be
Fourth grade Teachers

Gobble Gobble! Can you believe it is November already?! In
second grade we are diving into really neat materials in all
subjects! We will be starting our second module in PLTW, and
will be starting our third unit in language arts called "Building
Bridges and Friends" A great unit with lots of good books and
lessons that go along with it. Please be reading each night with
your student, we love how excited these kids are about reading
and want to always encourage them to read! We hope to see
everyone at the Pyron Thanksgiving Feast in a couple of weeks
and we hope you have a very blessed Thanksgiving! :)

It’s a great day to be a third grade Cub! Students are
continuing working on research papers. Soon we will begin
the third unit in Literacy. Its focus will be on creative,
inventive, and notable people. Famous painters, such as Van
Gogh and Picasso will be studied. Third graders will also be
studying about Benjamin Franklin, the Wright Brothers, and
Amelia Earhart. In Math, multiplication facts need to be
memorized. Accelerated Math and Math Facts in a Flash are
being used daily to reinforce math concepts. In Science, we
are working on programming. This year is going by fast!

December 11th at the Fine Arts Building.
The program starts at 6:30, but students
should arrive 15 minutes early to get ready.
Students should wear Christmas colors or
winter themed clothing, if possible.

Pyron Elementary
School CUBs
* * * * * * * * *

#Pyron cubs
* * * * * * * * *
Download our FREE
School Info App to get
announcements on
your phone.

Pyron
Super
Reader

We want readers! Do you have a favorite childhood book you
would like to share? Or do you want to help Pyron students
celebrate reading? If so, contact a classroom teacher to volunteer to read to the class. OR send a video of a read-aloud
or book talk to Mrs. Thompson at christel.thompson@csdar.org. Videos should be no longer than 15 minutes.

Daniel Hoang
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Educator
Spotlight Danya
Smith,

direct instruction paraprofessional,
is our November spotlight educator. Ms. Smith
gracefully and professionally cares for special needs
students, but her dedication doesn’t stop
in the classroom. She can get students
out to cars in the afternoon in record
time, and her bulletin board skills are
Pinterest worthy! Pyron appreciates Ms.
Smith’s work ethic and devotion to
students.

PTO Fundraiser Winners
Reading for Education

Pyron Elementary students will be
learning from puzzle creation during their
LIGHTS enrichment class in October.
Through this activity they
will be comparing attributes
and recognizing
relationships. Students will
have a wonderful time
working with group
members to complete the picture
and should learn a lot about trial
and error. If you have jigsaw
puzzles at home, I encourage you to pull
them out and have a family night.

Mrs. Sparks’ class
won the high top
sneaker chair!

Isaiah
Bullington

Mrs. Tedford and Ms. Pianalto won T-shirts!

Thanksgiving Feast
Announced

Pyron invites you to join us for our Annual
Thanksgiving Feast on Friday, November 17th. We will
be sending out reservation forms soon. Please
remember that space is limited. Each child will only be
allowed 2 guests. The price for a child’s meal is $2.00
and adults is $3.50. Exact change or a check is needed.
We appreciate your help with this event and look
forward to having you as our guest!

Pyron’s GT students took
a trip to WorldFest in
Little Rock Arkansas on
October 6th! While there
they visited global village
booths to learn about
various countries,
interacted with individuals from other cultures,
and acquired lots of ideas to utilize when planning
and designing their culminating country research
projects and presentations. I cannot wait to see
their end products!! - Mrs. Fultz :)

