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From the Headmaster:
Hello Kerr-Vance Families! It is hard to believe, but we are now into our fourth week of school
and we are off to a great start! The start of school is about new beginnings. Pre-K students
began the journey of formal education on that first day. Our 32 seniors began their last year
of that same journey and now look forward to taking the next important step - college. We
also welcomed 37 new students to Kerr-Vance Academy on August 16 and for them it is a
new beginning. We are excited about what the future holds. Thank you for entrusting us with
your child’s education as we begin this new year.
I am pleased to announce that Mr. Michael Bullard will join our faculty as the interim school
counselor on a part-time basis beginning on September 12. Mr. Bullard is a retired, professional educator who has served as a school counselor and administrator both with KerrVance Academy and Vance County Public Schools. He understands the counselor’s role
very well and will be very instrumental in assisting our students with their academic needs.
Mr. Bullard will provide support for our high school students as they fill out their college applications and prepare for ACT and SAT testing. He will also assist them with obtaining scholarships. We are very excited to have Michael during the interim period as we search for the
right person to fill our counselor position.
The college application process has begun! A senior meeting was held on August 30 and
college information was shared with parents. CFNC information has been shared by email
and Mrs. Short has communicated with students about scholarships, applications, etc. I am
very appreciative of Alison for stepping up to make sure our seniors are on track! We will
continue to provide support and assistance when Mr. Bullard comes on board on September
12. Upcoming dates to keep in mind include College Fair day scheduled for September 20 at
Vance Granville Community College. Approximately 70 colleges will be present at the fair
and representatives will be on hand to speak with our students. The PSAT will be given to all
sophomores (juniors may also take) on Wednesday, October 11.
Our lower school is off to a great start. Our students are working very hard and it is impressive to see their eagerness to learn. Looking ahead, our 5th, 6th, and 7th graders will be traveling to Roanoke Island for a science field trip October 19-20. We look forward to hearing
about their experience, especially the “Sleeping with the Sharks” adventure!
Please mark your calendars for October 10! The 4th Annual Kerr-Vance Academy Golf Outing
will be held that afternoon at the Henderson Country Club. This is a fun event that has really
helped our school with financial operations. Our goal this year is $40,000. The money will
help us support the quality of learning we value at Kerr-Vance Academy. We are actively
seeking both sponsors and golfers. If you would like to play or sponsor, call the business office or drop me an email at fwiggins@kerrvance.com. Also, if you know of someone who
might be interested, please make a referral to me. This effort can help us get that extra to
meet our goal. Thanks!
Frank
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‘TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE SCHOOL
By Caroline Hoyle
Class Section Editor

‘Twas the night before school
and all through the house,
Not a mom was complaining,
not even with a spouse.
All the outfits were planned
and matched with care,
In hopes that the teachers wouldn’t notice
All the supplies weren’t there.
On the first day,
to my wondering eyes should appear,
The smiling face of Mr. Wiggins
Bringing joy and fear.
At eight o’clock the second bell rings,
and you better get to class
before Mrs. Ballinger takes role in full swing.
Start off the right foot by doing your summer reading,
instead of cramming Sparknotes,
which have a tendency to be misleading.
Next comes fall sports--they are such a treat.
Soccer games under blue skies,
full of hot sweaty athletes.
Homecoming and spirit week is a treat for everyone,
Grab a date for the dance and join the fun.
The Seniors are preparing for their Disney trip,
Ready to ride roller-coasters full of back flips.
While they are away, Juniors are smart as a whip
they go out in the working world
And take part in an internship.
Senior Year is off to a really great start
Making lasting memories before we part.
Ahh, how the year will fly by
and will come to an end.
Before you know it,
we will be starting all over again!

DON’T LOOK AT THE SUN!
On Monday, August 21, 2017, for the first time
in almost 40 years, a solar eclipse crossed the
United States. This natural phenomenon could
be visible on a 65-mile-wide trail from Oregon to
South Carolina. The eclipse provided a once-in-a
-lifetime science lesson that KVA had to take advantage of. At around 2 o’clock, Grades 1-12
gathered in the gym to watch a livestream of the
event. Upper school science teacher, Mrs. Ballinger, gave a small presentation on what the students were about to experience. About 20
minutes later, the seniors headed outside with
A glimpse at the natural phenomenon
their protective eyewear to witness the rare occurrence in person. At 2:44, the eclipse reached
totality over our state. The students were amazed at the dropping temperature,
darkened sky, and the befuddled birds. By 2:49, everything was back to normal,
and students returned to the gym. Inside, lower grades were still buzzing about
what they had just seen on the livestream. At the end of the day, students traveled home with an exciting and educational memory they could share at the dinner table and in years to come.
Becca Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

Seniors rocking their protective eyewear.

Grades 1-12 in the gym waiting for the eclipse

On Saturday, August 19th, KVA held its annual Back-to-School Bash. We had a great
turnout and many new faces! We hope that our students enjoyed this experience as
much as we did and that it made them even more excited for the upcoming year—it’s
going to be a great one.
A special shout-out to the following sponsors for their contributions to this event: KVA
Parents Association; Bush Masters Land Management; Hopper, Hicks & Wrenn; Herb
Gregory; Cornerstone Construction; D.B. Williams Construction; Drake Dentistry;
J.M. White Funeral Home; Icon Entertainment; Kim and Wil Drake; Bryan and Lizzie
Stovall; Hill’s Music; Jeff and Renee Wilder; Glenda’s Jewelry & Pawn; Area Hearing
Center; Currin Dental Lab; JeanMarie Plus 3; Jean-Marie Odom, CPA and Chuck
Odom, CPA; Anne Almand

Thank you to our lunch sponsors: Skipper’s BBQ; Carolina Country Snacks; The KVA
Board
And finally, thank you to our silent auction donors:Bead Me Up; Ruth Roberts; The Attic; Rooms Unlimited; Tony and Nicole Howell; Wakesurf NC; Hawkeye Aerial Imaging; Aaron Perkinson; Robinson Ferry Restaurant; Disney World; A to Z Grooming;
Dabney Drive Animal Hospital; Area Hearing Center; Concepts Jewelry; Oxford Soccer Club; Pizza Inn; Adventure Island; Carolina Lanes & The Skateeum; Lucretia
Wright; George’s of Henderson; Torrey’s Flowers; Granville Haunt Farm; The Peanut
Roaster; Lizzie Gregory; Kelly Stanley; Ichibar Japanese Restaurant; The Pointe at
Lake Gaston; Nancy Schneider; JeanMarie Plus 3; Bridgett Paschall Photography;
Dr. Jerry Naradzay; Gene Smith
We greatly appreciate your efforts, because we couldn’t have had such a successful
outcome without you!
Jourdan Folger
Copy and Caption Editor

Students enjoying the climbing wall.

The mechanical bull was a big hit!

Sisters pose for a picture after having their faces painted.
Having a blast on the slide.

Enjoying the festivities!
Some of the silent auction items featured at the bash.

MEN'S SOCCER
Men’s soccer has had a very sensational start to their season this year.
Through their first eight games, they are 7-0-1 (W-L-T) with three mercy rules
under their belt and having commanding wins throughout the games. Through
the first eight games, they have scored 51 goals and have had 41 assists, but
every strong offense has an even better defense. The defense has allowed six
goals and have had four shutouts throughout the games. The Spartans look to
continue their dominance through the mid-stretch of the season.
Rafael Negron
Sports Editor

Senior Rafael Negron receives a header as he
tries to get the ball to Freshmen Christopher Steg.

Senior Justin Watts and Freshman
Christopher Steg get ready to receive
a goal kick.

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
Varsity girls’ volleyball is already off to a great start! During preseason the team traveled to Wake Tech Community College and won second in the tournament. The next
weekend Kerr Vance Academy Spartans won the KVA Fall Classic 2017. During the
regular season, the team has an 8-1 record and 3-0 record in conference. Last
Wednesday the team traveled to Kinston to play former conference rival ArendellParrot Academy. Vance Academy Spartans lost in a well-played 3 sets. The next
day the Spartans played Carolina Mustangs at home. Although the Mustangs put up
a tough fight the Kerr Vance Academy Spartans won 3 of the 4 sets. Junior Sydney
Tippett led the team overall in highest stats on the court in the two games. This
week the team has a home game against Rocky Mount Academy at home on Tuesday. On Thursday and Friday, the Spartans will travel to both Wilson and Goldsboro
to play both Community Christian and Wayne Christian.
Alexis Reese
Special Sections Editor

Senior Bonnie Evans, Sophomore Emily Carr, and Junior Annie
Wiggins pose for a picture before their game.
The team huddles before their game.

Senior Caroline Hoyle, Junior Sydney Tippett, and Senior
Bonnie Evans prepare to receive a serve.

Senior Caroline Hoyle gets ready to serve the ball.

WOMEN’S GOLF
The KVA women’s golf team teed off their season on August 17th, competing with 5
other teams. After almost an hour-long rain delay, the teams began playing, and KVA
ended the match with a win. With a score of 161, KVA drove a wedge between 1st and
2nd place (2nd place being a 181). KVA Junior, Emma Hogge was awarded the 2nd lowest
score medal with a 47. KVA Senior, Becca Johnson, and Junior, Mallorie Boyd, both
scored a 57, just 1 stroke from the 3rd lowest score. In the second match of their season, the golf team played at the Brevofield Country Club against South Granville High
School. The team came in second with a score of 157. Emma Hogge took home the 3rd
place individual medal with a score of 45. On August 28th, the team teed off once again,
tying for 1st place with Falls Lake Academy. Emma Hogge received the 2nd place individual medal with a 44. On August 31st, Kerr-Vance met with South Granville once again.
The team came in second with a 174.
With this being the second year of KVA women’s golf, the team is eager to build on
their skills and experience. The team has started off on a great season, and we look forward to seeing what they can accomplish in future matches.
Becca Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

The team poses for a picture before their match.

Junior Emma Hogge chips the ball to the hole.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
This year’s Varsity Tennis team consists of 8 players: Kayla Abbott, Savannah
Barnes, Edie Echols, Maggie Mooring, Lorena Negron, Genie Parish, Holly Steg,
and Caroline Williams. The season has just started, and they have already won 4
out of 5 games. There are no losses for their conference matches. The Junior Varsity tennis team may have lost a couple of players going into this new season, but
that has not stopped them. They have 4 players: Austyn Abbott, Emma Mooring,
Libby Cash, and Sabrina Odom. Varsity players, Lorena Negron, Caroline Williams,
and Edie Echols, fill in on the JV team when needed for games. The JV team has
started the season off with no losses. With great scores so far, the Varsity and Junior Varsity girls are hoping for the chance to become State Champions this year.
Both teams are off to a great start to this year’s tennis season.
Savannah Barnes
Art and Layout Editor

Senior Holly Steg returns the ball to the other side.

The team enjoys watermelon before their match.

Senior Savannah Barnes hits a backhand shot to the opponent.

VARSITY CROSS COUNTRY
Kerr-Vance Academy’s Cross Country team has their first conference meet at Faith
Christian in Rocky Mount on Monday September 11th. Returning to the team this
year is Ira Wilder, Maya Lopez, Aubrey Thompson and two-time All-State runner,
Juliana Negron. Also, a few new faces have joined the cross country team. They
are Kaitlin Combs and Fermin Borbua.
The team is eager to see how these new additions will do this year. Although they
are short a few members to have a team, each runner is ready to compete in the
individual races. The team is looking forward to another fun year of running and
are going to use their experience to improve their times.

Caroline Hoyle
Class Sections Editor

Trying to stay dry before the race.

Sophomores Fermin Borbua and Ira Wilder pose for a picture.

Welcome Michael Bullard
Michael Bullard joined the Kerr-Vance faculty this month as our new guidance counselor. He started his teaching career in 1975. Mr. Bullard has filled a
variety of roles in different schools such as guidance counselor, principal, band
teacher, and a teacher in a regular classroom. He retired from education but
has agreed to help Kerr-Vance part time.
Although new to the current students, Mr. Bullard is not new to our school. He
worked during the early 90’s as the guidance counselor at Kerr-Vance. We are
happy that he has joined the KVA family once again.
Mr. Bullard said that he enjoys getting to know the students and is looking forward to helping them throughout the year. He has already begun scheduling appointments with each senior to assist them in the college application process. He understands the counselor’s role very well and will be very instrumental in assisting our students with their academic needs.
Mr. Bullard will provide support for our high school students as they fill out their
college applications and prepare for ACT and SAT testing. He will also assist
them with obtaining scholarships. We are very excited to have Mr. Bullard during the interim period as we search for the right person to fill our counselor position.
Caroline Hoyle
Class Sections Editor

According to Prep Scholar, only .108% of students who
have taken the ACT have received a perfect score. We
are pleased to announce that one of our students falls
within that .108 percentage after receiving a 36 on the
test, not once, but twice! Senior Richard Allen took the
ACT on April 9th, 2016 and June 10th, 2017 and
achieved a perfect score on nearly all of the four sections, making his composite score a 36.
Richard took time out of his day to meet with me and
discuss the success he had when taking both of the tests. When asked how he felt
when he received his score report, he answered, “The first time I got a 36, I was taken
aback. I was proud of what I accomplished.”
His excellence is inspiring both to his peers and his teachers. Headmaster Frank Wiggins is especially impressed by Richard’s accomplishment.
“I just think it (the score) speaks to his desire to learn, his willingness to work hard, his
willingness to challenge himself with tougher courses, and to study,” said Wiggins.
“The test results are a testimony to that kind of work ethic.”
No significant achievement comes without hard work and dedication, especially in this
case. In preparation for the ACT, Richard explained, “I had the ACT Princeton Review
study guide. I just worked through that and did a lot of practice tests.” He also added
that the basis for his success was his education at Kerr-Vance Academy.
His ACT score gives him a very competitive position in applying for college. Richard
indicated he is considering a wide range of colleges from smaller schools in New England to larger universities in the South.
Wherever Richard decides to go, it is unquestionable that his ambitiousness and industriousness will take him far.
Jourdan Folger
Copy and Caption Editor












Becca Johnson (Senior Class President)
David Bullock (Senior Class Vice President)
Jourdan Folger (Senior Representative)
John Averette (Senior Representative)









Richard Allen (SGA President),
Cam Pritchett (SGA Vice President)
Ira Wilder (Secretary)
Myles Ball (Treasurer)
Natalie Stone (Parliamentarian)

Mary Richardson (Junior Class Pres.)
Dalton Southerland (Junior Class VP)
Emma Hogge (Junior Rep.)
Sydney Tippett (Junior Rep.)

Lorena Negron (Sophomore Class Pres.)
Caroline Williams (Sophomore Class VP)
Edie Echols (Sophomore Rep.)





Sarah Allen (Freshmen Class Pres.)
Kaitlyn Jones (Freshmen Class VP)
Anna Blake Overby (Freshmen Rep.)

We look forward to an exciting and productive year in the Student Government
Association with these elected officers!
Becca Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

Upcoming Events
September
22nd - Bingo Family Fun Night
29th - Homecoming

October
10th - Golf Tournament (See Flyer)
13th - End of First Quarter
16th to 17th - Fall Break
26th Fall Festival

November
1st to 6th - Senior’s Disney Trip and
Juniors Shadow Project
15th - SGA Blood Drive

Joshua Braxton
Photo Editor

Upcoming Events

Kerr-Vance Academy Day Care

Kerr-Vance Academy is proud to offer licensed daycare programs for 2 and 3 year
old, children. The daycare is located in the primary center building on our campus.
Lead teachers, along with their assistants, help your child in his/her development
of social skills through age appropriate play as well as instruction.

A typical day for your child will include:
Two snacks
A well balanced lunch
Nap time
A visit to a special class such as computer lab, music, the library, or Spanish.
Playtime with age appropriate toys in the classroom and on the fenced in playground accessible from their classroom.
 Lessons in colors, shapes, calendar principles, letters and numbers.






The daycare is open from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm and is available year round.
If you or anyone you know is in need of an outstanding,
safe, nurturing and educational day care please tell them
about KVA. Anyone interested in more information about
the Day Care should call the KVA office at 252-492-0018 or
email admissions@kerrvance.com.

