Weekly Memos – February 19, 2018
School Safety Still a Priority
We are saddened by the horrific act of violence that took away the lives of those
students in Broward County Schools (FL). Our most sincere sympathy goes out to
the families, school system, and community. We know that only time can heal this
void for those affected. After learning of this incident, as a superintendent, my
heart was heavy but my mind began to wander around things that we have done
to protect our students and things that we need to do to make sure that we are
providing the best space possible when it comes to school safety. Since my tenure,
we have made some structural changes to several of our schools. One of the
changes has been that we have built safety walls, so when visitors or intruders enter the building they
cannot wander, as they are detained in one location until the office staff gives them access to enter. Prior to
my tenure, schools had access points from which families would have to buzz in order to enter the school.
While these are great alternatives to prevent intruders from entering into our buildings, I want to explore
more ways that we can tighten our safety plan for schools. Over the next few weeks, I will be engaging my
team, the board, and local law enforcement around a plan to ensure that we keep our students and staff as
safe as possible. In doing this, we might cause some inconvenience when entering buildings, checking
students out, etc. Also, practice drills and assemblies might be a conversation at the dinner table. We ask
that you work with us, as we are enforcing efforts to protect students and staff. Before I proceed to close
this column, I will like to add that after thorough research, I am seeing a trend around these violent acts
with gun shooting in schools. These individuals are dealing with social emotional problems; therefore, I will
be looking at ways to ensure that we are staffing our school with the support students need or at least get
with organizations who can assist us in that area for the health and well-being of our students. However, I
am most appreciative to our state elected officials (i.e. Senator Gresham and Rep. Gant), as they have been
very supportive in sending pertinent information around laws/bills to protect our schools. This is another
demonstration of a few of our core values - unity and service. Together we will continue to work in tandem
for the betterment of our public education system. While I know people have angst around the school
reconfiguration idea, as we will continue to engage the Department of Justice and Legal Defense Fund
before we begin our tours throughout the community, I think there should be just as much or more energy
around school safety. More information will be coming soon, so stay tuned.

ELM Portfolio Training
Audience: Elementary Chiefs and ELM Portfolio Teachers
There will be an ELM Portfolio Training at Buckley-Carpenter Elementary in room 305
on Wednesday, February 21 from 3:00-4:30 PM. Please bring your ELM training manual.

Teacher Tuesday
Audience: All
Teacher Tuesday will be held on February 27, 2018. Students will attend school a half day; lunch
will be served. All FCPS staff are required to participate in the professional development. B.A.S.E.
will be open at all schools. Beyond the Bell will be closed. Additional details will be included in
next week’s Memo.

Pre-K Family Engagement Nights
Audience: Families of current and upcoming pre-k children
FCPS will be holding their first Pre-K Family Engagement Nights for families of current and
upcoming pre-k children. We invite your family to join us for activities, snacks, resources, and
registration information! Call 901-465-5260 for more information.
Oakland Elementary, February 22, 2018 from 6-7 PM
Buckley-Carpenter Elementary, March 1, 2018 from 6-7 PM

Tennessee Titans Regional Spelling Bee Qualifiers
Three Fayette County Public Schools students in grades 5-8 recently qualified for participation in
the Tennessee Titans Regional Spelling Bee on March 10, 2018, at Nissan Stadium- West Club.
Congratulations to Ryan Kelley from Oakland Elementary, Everette Doyle from East Junior High,
and Zoe Crutcher from West Junior High. FCPS will be well represented!

Middle Schools Compete in MATHCOUNTS
Sixth and seventh grade students from East and West Junior
Highs have put their collective brain power together to
compete in their first MATHCOUNTS competition. The
MATHCOUNTS Competition Series is a national program that
provides students the opportunity to compete in live, inperson contests against and alongside their peers through a
series of fun and engaging "bee" style contests.

DECA Members Shine in Competition
In January Fayette-Ware DECA students competed in an online competition in Marketing in both
individual and team competitions. For individual competitive events, five DECA members placed in
the top five. Team competition scores have not yet been determined.

L to R: Peter Stein, first in Principles of Finance; Dr. Charlene Wooldridge, DECA Advisor; Michael
Branch, first in Hospitality and Tourism

Using Debates to Promote
Higher Order Learning
Fourth grade students at LaGrangeMoscow Elementary participated in
their first Great Debate. The Debate
consisted of five rounds and was
used as a way for students to
practice opinionated writing by
analyzing articles and sources on
topics they encounter daily. The
students presented their topics providing evidence to support their opinions in the form of a
formal debate.

KUMON Scholarships Offered to
Enhance Opportunities for
Students
In order to provide high achieving scholars
with access to scientifically research-based
intervention and/or enrichment to support
ongoing learning, Fayette County Public
Schools is offering scholarships for the
KUMON Enrichment Program. Students in
grades 3-5 were chosen based on academic
performance and dedication to schoolwork. An informational parent meeting was conducted to
ensure understanding and fidelity of the program.

Commissioner Bunker Invests
Time in Student Success
Fayette County Commissioner Homer
Bunker plays many roles within the
district and one of them is reading
coach! Commissioner Bunker is giving
back to the community by volunteering
each week at LaGrange-Moscow
Elementary with the ARISE2Read
program. By working one on one with
second grade students, he is helping to
improve their reading fluency through
sight word recognition.

Dramatic Play in Pre-K Reinforces
Skills
With dramatic play, children use a variety of
skills within the classroom. Language and
conversation among peers is rich, especially if
the play centers around a current theme as
pictured below. Social skills such as sharing
and collaborating take place to work toward a
common goal. Language, literacy, and math
skills are reinforced in a way that is fun and
engaging to students. To learn more about the
pre-k program or how to register your child,
contact Jodi Joyner at 901-465-5260.

West JRHS Lady Lions Cap Undefeated Season with TMSAA State
Championship
The West JRHS Lady Lions made history as they capped an undefeated season, finishing 28-0, by
winning the TMSAA State sectional title over Inman Middle School 65-47. As they have done all
season long, West used early full court pressure to force the Lady Bulldogs into bad shots and
turnovers. Hot shooting by Lady Lions helped them build an early lead but Inman was able to
make a run late in the 2nd quarter to close the gap. Tyneequa Gilcrease scored 9 first half points as
West took a smaller than usual lead, 30-20, into the locker room at halftime. The 2nd half went
exactly to script, as Inman MS had no answer for the Lady Lions’ swarming pressure. At times,
they were unable to advance the ball across half court. Kristyna Boyd came alive scoring 8 points in
the quarter as West opened up a 25-point cushion. Coach Walker was able to clear the bench late
in the game for all her players to experience the moment as West JRHS was crowned State
Champs! Tournament MVP Kristyna Boyd led the Lady Lions with 16 points while Gilcrease finished
with 15 points. Tamerah Thompson and Mauryah Jones each added 9 points. Gilcrease and Jones
were also named to the All-Tournament team.

2nd Place Finish in TMSAA State Tournament for West JRHS Lions
In a rematch of the MAM championship game earlier in the season, the Bellevue MS Bobcats were
again able to deny the West JRHS Lions, this time for the TMSAA State Sectional title game, 51-41.
West jumped out to a quick lead as they went inside to Jirah Payne for some quick baskets. The
Lions opted to play solid half-court defense rather than try to press Bellevue full-court. West led
after the 1st quarter 13-9. Bellevue turned up its pressure defense and found their shooting touch
as they flipped the tables on West and led at the half, 25-21. Payne led the Lions with 12 first half
points. West got off to a fast start in the 3rd quarter, tying the game at 30 on a long three-pointer
by J.J. Jones. Bellevue hung on to lead 36-35 headed into the 4th quarter. The Bobcats’ pressure
finally got the Lions and as the game wore down, West was forced to foul to get the ball back.
Bellevue was able to step to the line and make their foul shots and escape with a 51-41 victory.
The Lions finished the season with a stellar 23-5 record. Jirah Payne finished with 15 points while
Montrellis Green and Jones chipped in with 9 points each. Green and Jones were both also named
to the All-Tournament team.

Fayette-Ware outlasts Ripley 66-62 in Double Overtime Thriller
It took four quarters and two overtimes, but the Fayette-Ware Wildcats were able to outlast the
Ripley Tigers 66-62 for a crucial home win in District 15-AA. Both teams came out ready for action
as the battle for first place was on the line. The Wildcats were able to jump out to a 12-10 lead
after the 1st quarter, thanks to hitting both of their three-point attempts. Both teams found their
shooting strokes in the 2nd quarter as the Wildcats hit two more long range bombs and took a 3025 lead into halftime. Tre Yates and Jaylon Taylor each had 6 first half points to lead Fayette-Ware.
The third quarter saw both teams turn up the defensive pressure and take turns forcing turnovers
as the Wildcats led 37-34 headed to the fourth. Ripley was able to forge ahead late, thanks to big
buckets by Tre’ Austin. But Wildcat senior Quatarius York tied the game with two free throws and
sent it to overtime, 48-48.
Another four minutes wasn’t enough as the teams were tied again at 54, headed to a 2nd overtime.
Fayette-Ware was able to put the game away from the free throw line and come out with the welldeserved victory. Senior Tyiee Watkins had a monster game, 12 points and 18 rebounds, while
Carrington Maclin added 14 points, 7 assists, and 4 steals. Jaylon Taylor chipped in with 13 points.

