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On March 16th the Board of Education approved the 2016-2017 tentative school budget.  This budget is 

now being sent to the county executive superintendent for approval and we will then hold a final public 

hearing on the budget on May 4th. 
 

The proposed budget is at the state imposed cap of $777,206, which includes an adjustment for 

increased health care costs.  As you are likely aware, most of our revenue comes from the annual tax 

levy, followed by state aid.  Over the past four years, health care contributions from all employees have 

also contributed greatly toward the budget, but those numbers have plateaued and will only modestly 

increase next year.  This year, we received a 1.1% increase in state aid which is important to reduce the 

tax impact on the residents.  However, it is also important to remember that the district lost approximately 

1.6 million dollars in state aid back in 2010.  Each year, since that reduction, the state has maintained or 

increased state aid, but we are still $300,000 lower than we were prior to the reduction in 2010. 
 

The districts is still awaiting the final numbers for our health care costs for next year, but all other 

revenues and expenditures have been input into the budget.  For next year, unfortunately, we will need 

to reduce our staff a net amount of 5.5 employees, but every effort has been made to maintain current 

class sizes and preserve as much of our program that we currently offer. 
 

On a related matter, we are winding down our strategic planning process.  We are already beginning to 

explore the 2017-2018 school budget and we will incorporate the goals being established by this 

community committee.  However, we will likely need to examine changes in how the district operates and 

uses its resources to best meet the needs of our students.  I am confident that with a strong set of goals, 

we will rise and meet the challenge.  
 

Next Friday begins our spring break.  I hope that you are able to have a relaxing and enjoyable time with 

family and friends. 
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Curriculum and Instruction 
Mr. James Lymper, Director and Ms. Michele Henry, Assistant Principal of Curriculum                       Page 2 

                                            Across Bordentown Regional’s schools students are seen reading “just right books” and classic 

   pieces of literature, expressing themselves in various written formats, solving mathematical 

   problems, and performing science experiments.  But, did you know that their learning and  

   academic experiences extend beyond the traditional classroom’s walls? March is earmarked as 

Music in Our Schools Month (MIOSM) and students in kindergarten through grade twelve are experiencing a variety of 

music instruction from our very talented music staff.  

Students from kindergarten through grade two are exploring music through movement, rhythm and vocal techniques.  

Students in the third grade build upon these skills and concepts and are learning to play the recorder and read music 

notation on the musical staff. Many of our students continue their love of music into fourth grade by selecting an instrument 

to play with our 4th grade music ensembles. During these small group lessons students are taught to play their selected 

instruments correctly and with the correct rhythm. Students actively listen to their music to ensure a quality sound. Students 

who are members of the 4th and 5th grade ensembles work collaboratively to make beautiful music together. Students are 

encouraged and even challenge one another to set goals for their at-home practice.  At the middle schools, students 

continue in their musical development by studying music theory and even learning to play the guitar.  Finally, the high 

school performing arts department offers a variety of performance and theory based courses that provide students of all 

abilities the opportunity to deepen their musical knowledge and hone their performance skills.  Music and the arts provide 

our children with a better understanding of themselves and their world.  

Participation in the performing arts has been correlated to many positive outcomes for students including engagement and 

persistence, overall academic achievement, communication, collaboration, positive behavior and so much more. 

Economically disadvantaged students, struggling students, and young children may reap the most benefits of exposure to 

the arts based on the report: Critical Links: Learning in the Arts and Student Social and Academic Development.  In this 

report, Richard Deasy, director of the Arts Education Project (AEP), explains that “there are cognitive skills and motivational 

and communications skills that are highly developed in arts learning -- skills that are applicable in school.” Further research 

into the arts demonstrates a positive correlation between reading and writing skills, language development, and other 

general skills including concentration and persistence in problem solving.  In addition to helping students develop 

individually, Mr. Gilmore, MIS music teacher, also notes that, “Music is a collaborative effort. Musicians must band together 

to . . . constantly provide a quality result.” 

So, if you happen to hear your little one tapping or singing along to a song they hear on the radio or see our students 

performing on stage, take pride in them and their exposure to music and the arts in Bordentown. For more information on 

Music in Our Schools Month please visit: http://www.nafme.org/programs/miosm/ .    

 

 

http://www.nafme.org/programs/miosm/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Bordentown Regional High School 
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal               Page 3 

 

BRHS News  

 
¶ The BRHS Boys Basketball team won a thrilling 59-54 game against Manasquan to become Central Jersey 

Champs.  Although we suffered a tough season-ending loss to Camden, we couldn't be more proud of Coach 

Meyers and this record-setting squad!  Thank you for an awesome season, a ton of memories, and a spirit of 

"One Team"! 

 

¶ The BRHS Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of Mr. Michael Montalto, recently participated in the 

prestigious Essentially Ellington Regional Festival.  Musicians from across the country and Europe were there 

to perform.  Impressively, our own Sophomore Joe Dupp, received an Outstanding Soloist Award. 

 

¶ Jack Stewart and Emma Method made an excellent showing at the Model UN Conference.  Jack received an 

Honorable Mention award for Best Delegate and Emma won an award for Best Position Paper for their 

economic delegation. 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 

¶ The BRHS Art Club will be hosting its 3rd Annual Empty Bowls All You Can Eat Soup Dinner on April 6th at 6:30 

pm in the BRHS Cafeteria.  Come enjoy a simple meal served in a dishwasher safe bowl that was handcrafted 

by our Art Club members.  Tickets may be purchased now, for $20 for adults and $15 for Students and Seniors.  

Please complete the order form posted on the school website and submit it along with your payment to Mrs. 

Amanda Sexton.  All of the proceeds will be donated to TASK and the St. Mary’s Food Pantry.   

 

¶ The Spring Musical, Sweet Charity, will be showcased at the Bordentown Performing Arts Center on April 14, 

April 15, and April 16. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.highschoolsports.net/school/NJ085052225/All/All/All/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Bordentown Regional Middle School 
Mr. Sam Tola, Principal                                                             Page 4 

BRMS JUMPS FULL ‘FORCE’ INTO THE NGSS 

    There’s a ‘whole lot of thinking’ going on in the science classrooms at BRMS!  Inspired by NJ’s adoption of 

the NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards), the science department has been busy preparing for the 

full implementation of the standards in the fall of 2017.  Major changes in the standards include: 

 

1) They prize performance over memorization. 

2) They are multilayered, with each performance expectation made up of three additional ‘dimensions’:  science and 

engineering practices, disciplinary core ideas and crosscutting concepts. 

3) They include a lot of engineering and design. 

4) They link up with the common core. 

 

     Ms. Rabenda, Mrs. Santillo and Mrs. Hudik’s sixth grade classes began their science semester with an exploration entitled 

“Designing a Whirligig”.  In this investigation, which had a strong engineering focus as well as science content, students 

examined a whirligig made in class and had to develop their own that would stay in the air longer than the original one.  They 

had design constraints, just like real engineers do—they had to use the same basic model, it had to rotate as it fell to the floor, 

and it had to fit on a letter sized piece of paper (many varieties were provided).  The only outside materials included scissors, 

paperclips, tape, glue sticks and glue.  They had 30 minutes to test and optimize their solution.  Students had to consider the 

‘science’ behind their design (gravity and air resistance) to help them with this task.  They were required to conduct trials and 

record their data as well as use their data to explain what happened with their design. 

 

            Many students enjoyed the “hands-on” experience that the  

       Whirligig design challenge presented.  The teachers learned which 

       students could “think outside the box” and not let failure frustrate  

       them, as well as identify students that had more difficulty “doing”  

       science as opposed to “absorbing” science information.  Students  

       also gained a small idea as to what happens in the engineering  

       design process, and how data is used to improve products.  Across 

       the board, everyone enjoyed the competition at the end to  

       determine who had “optimized” their Whirligig most effectively! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

MacFarland Intermediate School 
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal                  Page 5 
 

MIS is happy to welcome an early Spring!!  We have been busy with visitors at MIS.  We held our 

Second Annual Career Day at the end of February.  It was a huge success with over 43 presenters, 

each homeroom had four presenters that shared their passion and answered questions about their 

careers. 

 

A fifth grade student wrote, “What I liked most about Career Day was it got us thinking about all the possibilities in our 

future careers.” 

  

The first week of March was filled with Read Across America activities.  We had a Read-In, buddy reading with Clara 

Barton, Cat in the Hat visit, Dr. Seuss Trivia Day, wacky Wednesday and Boomer from Trenton Thunder visit.  We love 

highlighting our love for reading coupled with these great activities.   As a school we read over 50,000 minutes in a 

week! 

Our 5th graders are focusing on westward expansion in social studies and force in motion in science.  As you walk 

through the building you might spot some wagons they created based on research they discovered.  In science they are 

showing off their engineering skills and creating functioning vehicles.  They are testing their theories of force and motion 

in their labs.  

Our 4th graders are creating informational books based on the colonial time period.  They are expert researchers and 

writing long and strong with informational text.  In math they are conquering fractions and learning how everything is 

part of a whole.   

At MIS we focus on many service projects.  Last month we raised over $10,500.00 for Jump Rope for Heart.  This 

month we are collecting Pennies for Patients supporting the Leukemia Lymphoma Society of New Jersey.  We are 

proud we can contribute to these great causes! 

We are looking forward to a busy spring!! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Clara Barton Elementary School 
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal                     Page 6 
 

MIOSM (Music in Our Schools Month) is being celebrated throughout the month of March at Clara  

Barton School. Mrs. Bender is working with the students at CBS in March with special emphasis on 

the importance of music in both our schools and in our everyday lives. We are looking at the ways 

music has an influence on us – even when we least expect it! Kindergarten lists included: my 

grandfather was a music teacher and I sing karaoke. First and Second graders were proud of their 

Holiday program and our Third graders are thrilled that they are learning how to play the recorder! If you have music as a 

part of your life please reach out to Mrs. Bender in March and share how important it is to your life. Our students benefit 

from exposure to quality music programs in BRSD – and it all starts at the elementary school! We are also beginning our 

special programs for Third Grade and Kindergarten – stay tuned to see your students participate in the Spring music 

performances for these grades.  

 

    Our classes all participated in a community service project called  “Cozies4Chemo,” a   

    program which provides blankets for people receiving chemotherapy.  Clara Barton 

    students of all ages, grades and abilities participated in this project during the school day 

    during Read Across America Week where we “Get Cozy and Read.”  Our goal was for 

    each of the participating 19 classes to make 3 blankets to donate – a goal of 57 blankets. 

    With the incredibly generous donations from families and staff we were able to cut, tie, 

    and donate 85 blankets.  We want to say, “Thank you!” If you know of someone in need of 

    a blanket for chemotherapy please contact CBS or email cozies4chemo@comcast.net 

    We received the following thank you:  

 

Dear CBS, Staff & Students, 
 
I want to Thank you for taking time to make blankets for Cozies 4 Chemo. The blankets look beautiful and we appreciate 
your hard work. We will be packaging and delivering your blankets to patients over the next couple of weeks. These 
blankets will help bring smiles to cancer patients during their difficult time and mean more than you can know to those who 
receive them. 
We have gotten wonderful feedback from those who have received our blankets. These patients are often cold during their 
treatments and they are very thankful to get a new blanket that is both cheery and warm. One patient told us, “the blankets 
in the chemo office are impersonal and not warm enough, I will use my blanket for every treatment.” 
 
A family member recently said , “The blanket not only keeps him warm, but gives him a sense of “home”, and I’m sure it 
does the same for all the patients out there! He can close his eyes, cuddle up and imagine he’s home on the couch!” By 
making these blankets you have made it possible for us to continue “Giving The Gift of Comfort”. 
 
Thank you again for making Cozies 4 Chemo part of your community service project. 
 
Sincerely, 
Meghan Vizzard, Founder 
Email - cozies4chemo@comcast.net 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cozies4chemo@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

  

Peter Muschal Elementary School 
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal                  Page 7 
 

The third graders in Ms. Wonderlin’s class and the first graders in Mrs. Crowell’s class joined forces to 

celebrate Read Across America.  The children partnered up and read various Dr. Seuss books.  They 

discussed rhyming words, word patterns, characters and their actions.  

 

Once the stories were read, they broke up into small groups to design and create a mural.  The mural 

consisted of characters and settings from the Dr. Seuss books.  The children had a blast reading and creating with their 

new friends. 

 

The BRHS students in Mrs. Raynor’s Responsible Citizens class and Mrs. Wonderlin’s third grade and Mrs. Crowell’s 

first grade partnered up again to design Dr. Seuss math games.  The students were put into small groups and planned 

the type of math game they would like to create.  The skills were based on what the children were learning in math.  

The third graders focused on multiplication and division problems.  The first graders focused on addition and 

subtraction problems. 

 

 

 

   

 

On the second day, they designed their math game boards, pieces, cards, and answer sheet.  They decorated their 

game boards with art materials. 

The final day is… GAME DAY! The students met in the APR at Peter Muschal to play their game.  Then they rotated 

and played their classmates’ games. 

It was fabulous to see the social interaction and educational support given to one another.  Many friendships were 

developed.  We are grateful to have had this opportunity and leave with many fond memories. 
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This Month 

March 2 – Board of Education Meeting 

March 16 – Board of Education Meeting 

March 21 & 22 – Parent Teacher Conferences PreK-5 

March 23 & 24 – Parent Teacher Conferences PreK-8 

March 25 through April 1 – Spring Break – SCHOOL CLOSED 

 

Next Month 

April 1 – Spring Break – SCHOOL CLOSED 

April 21 – Parent Teacher Conferences BRHS 

April 22 – BRHS ½ Day, Grades 9-12 ONLY 

 

In the spring I have counted one hundred and thirty - six different kinds of weather inside of 

four and twenty hours . ~ Mark Twain  

 

 

 

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin! 

 

 

 


