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Dear Friends of Concordia,
As we come off of Thanksgiving and head into Christmas, it is a perfect time to tell the many people who have
supported Concordia Lutheran High School - whether a first time giver or repeating many years - “Thank you! You are
a blessing to our school and its ministry.”
The 2016-2017 school year was one in which Concordia was fortunate to have strong successes in a variety of
areas, and you will be able to see that in this annual report. The fact that you and others provide support allows our
students, faculty and staff to continue the pursuit of excellence with Christ as our foundation in all that we do.
CLHS was the recipient of the Henderson Cup award in the Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools
(TAPPS) 6A for the second time in school history. This award is based on how well our students finish in TAPPS State
competitions for academics, fine arts and athletics. The total number of points accumulated by Concordia was more
than any school at any level
within TAPPS.
As a school we continue to be blessed in that your financial support for Concordia is not needed to pay for our operating expenses. Instead, you allow us to
provide more for our students and the programs they are a part of for the years they are attending CLHS as well as offering the same opportunities for future
students. Simply said, your gifts go directly to support beyond the everyday cost of doing business, something that is not true for many schools needing to
raise money to pay the every day bills.
There were many accomplishments achieved by Concordia this past year, and below is a sample of some of that along with others which are
in the rest of this report:
· Concordia continues to be an “Excellent” school via our accreditation rating through the Lutheran School Accreditation Commission
➢· Fine Arts
TAPPS 6A State Championship in Band
TAPPS 6A Runner-Up in Choir
One Act Play Director, Koy Domann, was the TAPPS 6A “Director of the Year”
➢· The CLHS Academic Team placed 2nd in TAPPS 6A (Third Consecutive Season)
➢· The Athletic Department had several strong finishes
The Volleyball team was State Champion
The Boys Track was State Champion
The Boys Basketball and Baseball teams played in the State Final Four
The Boys Swimming Team finished 3rd in TAPPS 6A
40 athletes received All-State honors
Much of what takes place at Concordia is due to your generous support, and we are extremely grateful for how you help in the fulfilling of
our mission of Building Lives of Excellence upon the Foundation of Christ. Continued blessings to you and your family as we move into the
Christmas season and the New Year.
In His Service,

Joel R. Bode
Joel R. Bode, Head of School
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Hurricane Harvey had
a large impact on the
Houston metro that we
all felt and experienced
a few months ago. Even
though Harvey came
during this current school
year and the information
presented in this ministry
report is from Aug. 1, 2016
- July 31, 2017, Concordia
has worked hard to be a
blessing to those affected
by Harvey. Work crews of
students, faculty and staff,
in partnership with Heart
for Texas through Trinity and
Salem Lutheran Churches,
went into the community
to help with the clean up
and rebuilding process
in homes, churches and
schools that flooded. Heart
for Texas is a coalition of
Lutheran organizations
with the purpose of
providing disaster relief
to southeast Texas in the
wake of Hurricane Harvey.
For more information or
to get involved, visit www.
HeartForTexas.com.
In addition to the
challenging and difficult
manual clean up labor,
Concordia has also raised
$14,000 in support for
Pilgrim Lutheran Church
and School (Houston,
TX) to help them with
their clean up efforts
as both their church
and school buildings
experienced flooding.
Fundraising projects for
Pilgrim have included
donating $2,000 from our
HOPEcoming initiative
during Homecoming.
(HOPEcoming is when we
encourage our students to
not spend large amounts
of money on the traditional
Homecoming mums,
garters, dresses, etc. but to
donate that money to help
first build a house in Costa
Rica through our annual
Global Embrace mission
trip and a secondary
project in the community.)
The second fundraising
initiative for Pilgrim was
through our Annual Dinner
Auction Gala, SaderFest,
in late October where we
gave a tithe (10%) of our
profits from that evening
which totaled $12,000!
Concordia was blessed
to not have any structural
damage from Harvey but
we know several other
homes, churches, schools
and businesses were not
so fortunate. We are
continuing to partner
with Heart for Texas and
the handful of Concordia
families were were
affected. Please keep this
part of our ministry in your
prayers!
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Global Embrace’s Mission
Trips to Costa Rica
Since 2012, more than 120 students
have sacrificed part of their Christmas
or Spring breaks to travel to Costa Rica,
avoiding the usual tourist hot spots,
and traveling into the rural heart of a
country once voted as “the happiest
country on Earth.” Here they find their
purpose – a single mother, struggling
to make ends meet, living in a “house”
made with leftover scraps of lumber,
rusty metal sheeting and fraying tarps.
There are no doors, and chickens run
in and out freely, pecking at insects on
the dirt floor. And yet, there is joy and
gratitude. Here, in the midst of extreme
poverty, these Concordia students
forget about the luxuries of home, and
share Jesus through service by building
relationships while building houses.
By returning to the same rural
community each year, ongoing
relationships with the local people
continue to grow and allow for
deeper conversations of life and faith.
Students begin to see God’s world,
and their place in it, in a whole new
way, recognizing God’s blessings in
their own life and by experiencing
the simple joy of serving others. They
see lives transformed physically, as
children with a new, safe home become
healthier and perform better in school.
The students also see lives transformed
spiritually, as prayers are miraculously
answered, hope is restored, and God is
given glory.
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CLHS Girls Basketball, Soccer and Volleyball Teams have all
dominated in their sports over the past four years, placing
Concordia as a top contender each year.

Girl’s Athletics
Dominance vs. District
Opponents
Girls Volleyball completed 2013 with a
30-8 (9-2) record, and in 2014, ended
the season with a 30-11 (9-2) record. In
2015, their 43-10 (13-1) performance
not only gave them the title of District
Champs, but also an appearance at
the State Final Four. The next year, 2016,
Volleyball again claimed the title of district
champions with a 41-11 (16-0) record and
went on to clinch our school’s 3rd State
Championship title.
The Girls Basketball Team’s claim to fame
is winning 47 district games in a row
dating back to the 2012-13 season. The
2013-2014 season resulted in a 31-6 (10-0)
record, earning them the title of District
Champions and advancement to State,
where they finished as State Runner-Up. In
2014-2015, their record of 30-8 (12-0) again
placed them as District Champs, and a
contender at the State Final Four. They
finished 2015-2016 with a 31-8 (12-0) record
as District Champs with advancement
to the State Final Four. In 2016-2017, the
team again reclaimed their title as District
Champions with a 27-14 (11-0) record.
Through the year, the Girls Soccer Team
has been a fierce competitor on the
field. The 2013-2014 season resulted in a
12-4 (6-4) record. In 2014-2015, their 25-2
(11-1) performance earned them the title
of District Champions. In 2015-2106 their
season finished with a 24-5-1 (11-1) record,
and in 2016-2017, a record of 26-2 (15-1)
-- both years earning them the coveted
District Championship title.
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The girls tennis team has had a State Champion Doubles Team each
of the last three decades: 1998, 2005 and 2014. With the new complex,
both programs are able to train year-round conveniently in search for
the next State Championship.

New Tennis
Complex
In August 2016, Concordia’s new
6-court tennis complex project was
completed. In January 2017, there was
a tennis court blessing and installation
before the first home match of the
2017 spring season on the new courts.
The complex was made possible by
a generous donation from the K.S.
“Bud” Adams Jr. Foundation & Family.
Blanche Strunk ‘14, granddaughter
of Adams, was a State Champion
doubles player for the Crusaders in
2014. Historically, both boys and girls
tennis teams had to practice and host
matches at Lone Star College, Tomball
due to lack of on campus facilities for
the sport.
The gift has helped specifically grow
the tennis program to almost 40
girls and 20 boys. Tennis courts on
campus allowed for many more home
matches in the 2017 spring season
as well as the addition of an athletic
period for the girls tennis team for the
2017-2018 school year. In addition to
the tennis athletes, the courts are used
monthly for a Parent Tennis Drill Session
the first Thursday of each month.
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Spring Concert
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Concordia’s Choir has won the State Choir Competition seven of the
last nine years, and finished as State Runner-Up in the other two years.
Over the past five years, the number of students in our choir classes
has grown from 64 up to 95 students.

Choir’s Focus is
Developing a Passion
for Music
With choir at Concordia, students are
able to be a part of something that is
completely unique and different from
anything else that they do. The gift of
singing is a blessing from God, and
we want the choir to use their gifts to
make beautiful music to give gratitude
and praise to God for that gift. Singing
in choir is an opportunity for students
to put aside any outside distractions,
stresses or issues they may have and
focus on using their talents for the glory
of God. While doing so, choir students
have the opportunity to not only sing
and make music, but to form strong
relationships and bonds with their fellow
classmates. These students often refer to
choir as a family. Choir is a place where
students can turn to for support, encouragement, feel a part of and valued.
Our choir performs at an advanced
level because the students are willing to
put forth the effort necessary to attain
this level of performance. The choir is
held to a high standard, not only when
it comes to singing, but also in their
character and attitude. All in all, our
choir strives for excellence and does not
settle for anything less. They are pushed
on a daily basis in order to achieve
excellence, and they know the expectations and they are willing to meet and
fulfill those expectations. Praise be to
God for the extremely talented students
at Concordia!
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Holistic Education
Opportunities Prepare
Students for Life After
Graduation
Floral Design is an important part of horticulture
and can be a rewarding career, as well as an
enjoyable hobby and stimulate further gardening
activities. At Concordia, Floral Design students
are not only educated on the basics of design
elements and techniques, they are taught
the history of floral design, as well as industry
background. Students learn about flowers,
foliage plant identification and cultivation, along
with floral tools, equipment and safety measures
utilized within the design process. They proudly
display their centerpieces, corsages, boutonnieres,
bouquets and holiday designs, to name a few, for
all the school to enjoy. Specifically, the Floral Design
class has provided some decorations for a few
events on campus including the annual dinner
auction gala.
In addition to elective classes like Floral Design,
Concordia offers a new opportunity for students
to compete through the Food Challenge team.
Students learn how to make delicious meals in
a timed setting with specific instructions and
ingredients. The culinary basics these students gain
will allow them to cook for themselves after high
school as well as having practice making large
meals for family and friends. The Food Challenge
students compete in competitions including the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, and they also
help provide meals in-house when Concordia
hosts a large number of visitors.
Floral Design and the Food Challenge team are
two very unique offerings at Concordia but they
are part of the process of developing the holistic
young adult. The skills that Concordia students
learn in their time as a Crusader not only prepare
them for the academia of higher education,
but they help our students be well-rounded and
ready to attack life no matter the challenge. Even
if that challenge is making an omelet instead of
scrambling some eggs.
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Mother’s Day

Class of 2018
Graduation at
Salem Lutheran
Church

Memorial Day

We are proud of all of our alumni and thankful that several young men
of faith are living their dreams as professional baseball players and
representing Concordia around the country!

Baseball Program’s Recent
Successes & Proud Alumni
One of the strongest and most notorious athletic
programs at Concordia in recent years is the Baseball
program. Student-athletes from Concordia are used to
playing at the next level, but usually only in college. The
Baseball team regularly produces college athletes - over
25 baseball players have gone on to play in college
during Head Coach, Rick Lynch’s six-year tenure. Lynch,
a former scout for the Pittsburgh Pirates organization,
brings a unique set of Baseball connections around the
world, providing opportunities for some of Concordia’s
best to earn scholarships in college and the chance to
meet with MLB scouts as they are often visiting campus.
Under Lynch’s direction, the team has a combined
overall record of 139-48 (0.743 winning percentage).
In addition to an excellent win-loss record, the team
has won four district titles in the last six years. After the
team finishes their annual grueling district schedule,
the Crusaders have worked hard to make it to four
consecutive State Final Fours and in 2014 were the State
Runners-Up and in 2015 were State Champions!
For baseball fans across the world, many of them have
heard “Concordia Lutheran High School located in
Tomball, Texas” more than once, especially in the Major
League Baseball (MLB) First-Year Player Draft each June.
In the past three drafts, Concordia has had five alumni
players drafted by MLB teams.
In 2015’s draft, Ke’Bryan Hayes ‘15 was drafted 32nd
overall in the 1st round by the Pittsburgh Pirates and was
the first 3B selected in the draft. Also in 2015, catcher
Garrett Wolforth ‘15, was drafted in the 33rd round, 994th
overall, by the Cleveland Indians. Wolforth decided
to forego the majors for a few years and is attending
Dallas Baptist University on a baseball scholarship and
will see if his name is called again in the 2018 draft. In
2016’s draft, Adam Oller ’13 and standout pitcher from
Northwestern State Univ., was drafted in the 20th round,
615th overall by the Pittsburgh Pirates. In 2017’s draft, two
more Crusaders heard their names called. RHP Shane
Baz ’17 was drafted 12th overall in the 1st round by the
Pittsburgh Pirates. In addition to Baz, RHP Glenn Otto ’14
and standout pitcher from Rice Univ., was drafted in the
5th round, 152nd overall by the New York Yankees.
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Father’s Day

24

Concordia added a new annual special event fundraiser to help
support the financial costs associated with the Ag/4H/FFA programs
every winter. The Sporting Clays Tournament has flights available for
parents/adults as well as other school’s shooting teams.
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America - Land of
the Free
We are blessed to live in America
where we have several freedoms
including religion and the right to
bear arms. As a private, Christian
high school, we have the freedom
to share the love of Jesus with our
students every day. In many countries
around the world, this is not a reality. In
addition to our freedom of religion, we
also have the freedom to bear arms.
With the inception of Concordia’s
Ag/4H/FFA programs the fall of 2015,
a new realm of extra-curricular
opportunities were presented to the
student body. In year’s past, the lack
of an Ag/4H/FFA program offered at
Concordia had been a reason for
people to look elsewhere for high
school. In the first year, the three
programs had over 100 students
combined. This past school year, 20162017, there was close to 200 students
actively in one of the three programs
or in one of the classes offered such as
Veterinary Medicine or Small Animal
Wild Life Management.
One of the most unique programs
that Mrs. Brandy Elrod has brought to
Concordia is the Shotgun team. The
team officially began in Nov. 2015 and
for the 2016-2017 school year, there
were 25 students who competed for
the Crusaders. Different disciplines
included trap, skeet, whizbang and
much more. FFA’s state competition
is every June with 4H’s state in July.
Although the final meets of the year
are in the summer, the team practices
and competes year-round.
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Back to School Buzz
August in South Texas is often very
hot and humid. It can also bring a
depressing realization that summer is
almost over; school is about to begin!
While those are not the most fun or
positive things to think about, there
is a certain buzz when it comes to
“back to school.” For our community
at Concordia, there are students who
travel as far west as Katy and north of
Conroe and everywhere inbetween.
Back to school means being able to
see friends daily again. In addition
to fall activities beginning such as
athletics and fine arts, the daily grind
of college-prep academics for 8 hours
resumes.
2016-2017 was the first full school
year with students enjoying the new
education wing that was finished in the
spring of 2016. The four double-science
labs are beautiful education spaces
and always feature something fun
and exciting as part of the curriculum.
The multimedia green room, new
conference suite and business offices
are filled daily with various activities
and allow for new opportunities.
Specifically, the new conference room
and board room has allowed for more
on campus parent activities such as
the weekly Mom’s in Prayer group on
Mondays and the Women’s Bible Study
on Wednesdays.
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God-Given Talents
in Theatre
The theatre program at Concordia Lutheran
High School has practically doubled since
2010-2011. At that time, the program averaged
15-25 students per production to now 35-40
on average. In addition to more students
participating in shows, a third production has
been added to the year’s schedule. Every year,
the theatre program has featured a Musical
and a Play. The One Act Play was added to the
theatre program in 2013.
Theatre productions over the past five years
have included the musicals such as Man of La
Mancha (2014), Annie (2015), and Mary Poppins
(2016). Notable plays include Greater Tuna
(2015), Anne of Green Gables (2016) and Pride
and Prejudice (2017). One Act Plays conducted
at Concordia include Sweet Nothing in My Ear
(2014) – which won a State Championship for
CLHS, Les Miserables (2015) – placed as a State
Runner-Up, and in 2016, Ville du Havre placed 5th
at State.
In preparation for each production, focus is
placed on providing opportunities for students
to explore and grow their God-given talents
and abilities. Open auditions are offered to
anyone interested, and staff work with students
of any ability, knowing that everyone can learn
to be on stage. Several recent shows have also
included cast members from the community
and feeder schools. Shows and scripts are
selected that will challenge students to better
understand themselves, their peers, the world
around them, and their God. The department’s
hope is for students is to leave the theatre
program with a heightened sense of empathy,
faith, and self-confidence having learned
discipline, accountability, leadership, and service
throughout the program. The department
is proud to see the growth of Concordia’s
audiences over time as well, reaching 1000
audience members for CLHS’s most recent
musical, Mary Poppins.
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The Football program has gone to the Playoffs for
13-consecutive seasons with several Elite 8 appearances
in the State Tournament.
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Football & Friday
Night Lights in Texas
The Lord has blessed CLHS with
tremendous success in our Football
Program over the last 13 years and we
rightfully give God the Glory for that
success. Our coaches are committed
to running a program that teaches
our athletes to “be responsible to
their witness as a Christian athlete” in
all areas of their lives. Our coaches
believe that football is an opportunity
to teach boys to become responsible
young men who endeavor to
influence their communities in thought,
word and deed both now and in the
future. Football is not easy, but neither
is life. Football gives young men the
opportunity to be challenged both
physically and mentally, to be better
disciplined, to make commitments to
their team, to develop a strong work
ethic, to keep going when it is not
easy to do so, to build relationships
with both peers and coaches, to
experience successes, failures, and
the appropriate way to handle each
and many other life lessons. Our
coaches believe the investment that
young men make of committing to
be a part of our football program in
high school will lead to immeasurable
returns for them in their future after
high school.
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Christian Social Action
Class & Community
Impact
Every block day during the second
semester, Christian Social Action
students leave the school building
and spend the class period serving
people in the community. Students
spend time with Alzheimer patients,
people struggling with poverty and
homelessness, adults with special
needs, and others who are often
overlooked and undervalued by
society. In addition to direct acts
of service, just being present and
recognizing a fellow human, created
in God’s image is a powerful way for
these students to exercise their faith.
Classroom time is spent learning
about local and global issues
of human trafficking, poverty,
homelessness, refugees, water and
health, education, development
and more, and the responsibility of
Christians to respond. Over the past
two years of this course’s existence,
however, it is the face-to-face
conversations and real, personal
experiences that have had the
greatest impact on these students
and the people they meet. Empathy
and compassion abound, and lives
have been changed through power
of shared relationships in Christ.
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The Band has won the State Band Competition two years in a row
while the Art team has finished 3rd place in the State Art Competition
two years in a row.

Band & Art Program’s
Celebration of
Christmas
Teaching music is an opportunity to develop creativity,
artistry, and critical thinking in students, but ultimately
it is an amazing opportunity to cultivate an important
gift given from God. There are over 50 times the word
“music” is in the bible. God asks us to make music, the
angels make music in heaven, and Zephaniah 3:17
states God himself sings over us. Martin Luther puts it well
when he said, “Next to the Word of God, music deserves
the highest praise.” The band program at Concordia
has worked hard over the years to cultivate this gift
and share it with others. In recent years, CLHS Band has
grown from under 20 students to now over 50. When the
band plays, the sounds of full instrumentation make an
impact playing music that evokes a variety of emotions.
One of the highlights in Concordia’s school year is the
annual Christmas Concert. The band, choir, handbells,
and jazz band work tirelessly for several months on
challenging music in order to lift up beautiful sounds
celebrating our Savior’s birth!
In the art program, the question asked every year is:
“Why do we create?” The answer is that we are made
in God’s image, and God is a creator. So, it makes sense
that we also possess a creative drive. With the same
zeal that God created us, created the universe and
everything in it, and through the Holy Spirit, creates the
faith that we have in his Son, Jesus Christ, our students
too strive to create that which is good, that which is
beautiful, and that which leaves a positive mark on the
people and places they interact with everyday. Is this an
easy task? Absolutely not! But it is proven that the time
spent working through a problem, visual or otherwise, is
worthwhile even if the final result is closer to a stick figure
than the Sistine Chapel. When our students take on the
next challenge, their previous struggles will have given
them more knowledge and experience to put in their
toolbox, which in turn, gives them more opportunities to
learn, grow, edify their neighbors, and glorify God. Every
year, the art department students create the Christmas
Cards that are mailed out every December as well as
the poster cover for the annual Christmas Concert.
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