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WHO HAS THE EDUCATIONAL DECISION MAKING RIGHTS FOR A CHILD

This FYI is being released to clarify who holds the educational decision making rights for children
placed into the care of DCFS by the court.

The parent or legal guardian, is always the holder of educational decision making rights unless those
rights have been limited by the court. However, in cases of legal separation, divorce, or child custody
matters, the legal custody status must be reviewed to determine if one or both of the parents hold the
educational rights. lf the court determines that the educational decision making rights of the parent or
legal guardian should be l imited, the court must appoint a "responsible adult" to make educational
decisions on behalf of the dependant child. The "responsible adult" may be anyone the court selects
including:

. A relative caregiver

. A foster parent

. A CASA

. An adult who is important in the child's l i fe

. A Surrogate Parent appointed by the school (Special Education cases only)

The "responsible adult" may never be:

o The Children's Social Worker
. A Group Home provider
o An attorney representing the child or the parenUlegal guardian
. Anyone with a conflict of interest

The holder of educational decision making rights may do the following:

e Decide what school the child shall attend.
. Go to the school to discuss the child's educational progress.
. Request and authorize a psycho-educational assessment for the child.
.  Sign the chi ld 's Indiv idual ized Educat ional  Program ( lEP).
o Authorize the release of the child's educational records.

l f  you have any questions regarding this release
e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.co. la.ca.us

please
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