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Stanners adjust to Library’s new role
By John Fenner '15
With the closing of the Senior
Lounge this year, the Molloy Library
has become the primary place where
seniors go during free periods, which
is just fine with Director of Library
Services Ms. Dorothy DeNoto.
“The seniors should have a place
where they can come during their free
periods and feel comfortable,” she
said. “The Library is very comfortable. They like being here. They need
a place where they can unwind.”
But the Library is not just for seniors.
Frosh Olenka Ballena likes go to
the Library in the afternoon because,
"the Cafeteria is too crowded and really noisy, so we usually come here
because it's comfortable.”
Ms. DeNoto said the frosh “love
it here. They are baffled when they
find out that they can actually sit on
the couches with their friends.”
However, conflicts can develop

between students who want to work
in silence and those who prefer to
relax with friends.
“We maintain a balance between

minimal noise, quiet, research, com- Room either for "college-like study
fort and studying,” said Ms. DeNoto, groups or for students that really need
who tries to avoid conflict by letting to focus and want to study in a solistudents use the Library Conference
Continued on Page 6

Frosh seem to enjoy hanging out on the Library’s comfy couches. (Photo by John Fenner ‘15)

Halloween Dance was gym-dandy

Senior Spirit Leaders Deanna Aliperti and Robbie Bartels dance in their
costumes during the Halloween Dance in the Jack Curran Gym. (Photo by
Kayla Rivera ‘16)

By Lilibeth Delassalas '17 and
Amanda Liu '17
Molloy's Spirit Leaders, under the
direction of Student Activities Director Ms. Liz Murdocca, raised this
year’s Halloween Dance to new
heights on Oct. 30 by putting up a
Haunted House, photo booth and all
the other decorations faster than you
can dance The Time Warp.
The dance, which moved from the
Cafeteria to the Jack Curran Gym this
year, attracted over 400 Stanners, all
in costume, making it one of Molloy’s
biggest Halloween Dances ever.
“That was more than last year so
I was very pleased with the turnout,”
said Ms. Murdocca, who said the
dance was problem-free.
“The gym worked out great,” Ms.
Murdocca said “We had amazing
decorations including a haunted
graveyard. You could hear students
screaming in fear all the way down
the hall.”

The hallway decorations were
spearheaded by juniors Chris Autera
and Alessandra Ricciardi, who were
helped by seniors Robert Bartels,
Deanna Aliperti, Nicole Mele,
Katharine Keane, Amanda Milevoi,
and Principal Bro. Tom Schady.
The gym was organized by seniors
Emily Rudolph, Aryn McClure, Savannah Coppola, Lexi Stathis,
Bartels, Aliperti, juniors Lynn-Saskya
Touissant, Valentina Faulisi and
Alexa Campo with a special "Death
by Detention" Stanner display by
Mele.
The haunted graveyard was directed by junior Harry Singh, with
decorations done by seniors Kevin
Lenczewski, Stefani Lercara, Mary
Serene Carino, Janet Narain, juniors
Stacy
Kanellopoulos,
Stacy
Zachariah, and Niamh Girdusky.
Using the gym allowed the DJ to
employ lights and smoke machines.
Continued on Page 4
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Battle vs. ALS must not melt away
The ALS Ice Bucket Challenge
took the nation by storm last summer when it went viral as everyone from major stars to average
Stanners started pouring ice water over their heads and then
challenging others to either do the
same within 24 hours or make a
donation to fight Amyotrophic
Lateral Sclerosis.
The challenge was created to
draw attention to the lack of research being done to develop a
cure for ALS and it raised $115
million for the ALS Association,
which will use $21.7 million of that
money to fund six major global
programs to expedite research
and treatments for the disease.
The momentary discomfort
that the Ice Bucket Challenge
participants experienced after
being drenched in ice water does
not compare to the suffering ALS

inflicts on its victims.
ALS is a progressive disease
that slowly and painfully leads to
paralysis and then death by respiratory failure as degenerating
nerve cells and motor neurons
within the brain and spinal cord
cease to send messages to
muscles, causing them to weaken
and waste away.
An estimated 450,000 people
worldwide are living with ALS
right now and every 90 minutes
another person is diagnosed.
Developing an effective treatments for this fatal disease has
been difficult because pharmaceutical companies lack the incentive to invest millions of dollars
into developing a drug to fight
ALS because the disease doesn't
strike enough people for any new
ALS drug to be highly profitable.
Yet, aside from the drug com-

panies, who really believes that
those who suffer from ALS are
not worth saving because it
wouldn't be profitable?
The Ice Bucket Challenge was
the first major advocacy action
to find a cure for ALS and led to
an outcry for more researchers
to lend a hand to those who, for
too long, were left on their own.
Several Stanners took part in
the Ice Bucket Challenge last
summer. Junior Christian Horan
participated without any prior
knowledge of ALS.
“At first, I thought the challenge was pointless, but then I
realized I had to help spread
awareness about the disease,” he
said.
Senior Deanna Aliperti said,
“When I first heard of the ALS
challenge, my curiosity led me to
research the disease. I had to do

much more than wait to be nominated [to participate]. I had to
spread awareness.”
Junior Shania Chua said, "After watching multiple challenge
videos, I realized ALS is commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, which I am much more familiar with now.”
However, now that the Ice
Bucket Challenge is fading from
the public consciousness, there is
a danger that the ALS Therapy
Development Institute, a nonprofit biotech organization fervently researching a cure for ALS,
will once again fall short of funding in the coming years.
We can not allow that to happen. Together we can rewrite the
end to ALS story by continuing
to advocate for a cure long after
our icy, wet clothes have dried.

--Harry Singh '16

College music prof gives tips to Molloy clarinetists
the world and were nominated for a meeting with Dr. Campbell was get2013 International Classical Music ting to see what it's like for someone
Award, one of the most honorable to dedicate their entire life to masdistinctions available to classical mu- tering an instrument," she said.
Jimenez said, "We were able to
sicians today.
Molloy's Band Director Ms. Ya- play a piece for Dr. Campbell and we
ting Yang invited Dr. Campbell and received feedback on how we can imhis wife to come to Molloy after she prove our sound. Listening to his adlearned that they would be visiting vice was great. It was amazing to meet
someone older than us who was sucNew York City.
“They were curious and eager to cessful in taking the same route that
learn more about our students," said we are all on now."
Boldeau said, "The session was
Ms. Yang. "Dr. Campbell delightedly
accepted our invitation to teach our pretty eye-opening. Dr. Campbell was
students in a workshop about how to so kind and generous, and he taught
advance and become a better clari- us new techniques and skills for playing. He also taught us different methnet player.”
Seniors Nicole Jimenez and Mary ods for practicing efficiently, which I
Dugan, juniors Klay Plakas and think will prove to be extremely benLauren Boldeau, sophomore Deborah eficial for the band."
Ms. Yang hopes to bring in more
Lagula and frosh Michael Basham and
Kent Mira attended the workshop professionals in to talk to Molloy
where Dr. Campbell discussed the ba- musicians in the future.
sics of playing the clarinet and advised students on how to tackle difficult music.
Seven Molloy clarinet players received tips from a professor from Grand
“I think the students left rememDue to an editing error, the story
Valley State University last month in the Music Room.
bering that even five minutes of prac- about the St. Marcellin Champagnat
tice per day can make a huge world Society's trip the Dominican Repubof difference if they apply the smart lic stated that junior Constantina
practice technique,” said Ms. Yang.
Raptis took part in the group's trip to
Boldeau was grateful to have had Nicaragua last year. She did not make
Dear Editor
quote allows readers to make the
that trip but is interested in going to
I was quoted as saying about assumption that students cannot this opportunity.
"The most interesting part about the Dominican Republic.
giving quizzes on the iPad: "The be caught when attempting to
only way a teacher can possibly cheat. Of course there are methknow of any cheating is to walk ods by which we will know. It still
around." ["Do iPads give frosh is a big help if the faculty serves
special privileges?" Oct. 2014] as the first means of supervision,
Volume 58, Number 3
This quote is inaccurate. The but we have the necessary tools
question addressed to me was “Is at our disposal to ensure cheatEditor-in-Chief:
John Fenner ‘15
there an app on teacher iPads that ers are found and reprimanded in
Assistant Editors:
Phillip Barsamian ‘15 and
allows the faculty to monitor what proper fashion.
Sophia Savvides ‘15
apps and/or browsers are open
Mr. Matthew T. Morgado
Production Staff:
Connie Zhao ‘15, Liana
on each student’s iPad.” I exIT Technician
Liang ‘15, Maria Gulino ‘16,
plained that there is no applicaModerator:
Mr. Charley McKenna
Editor’s note: The Stanner
tion for that.
Publisher:
Bro. Thomas Schady
My concern is that the mis- stands by its story.
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By Shibangi Saha '16 and Laksumi
Sivanandan '16
Seven clarinet players from
Molloy’s Band had the privilege to
attend an informative workshop on
Oct. 24 in the Music Room con-

ducted by music professor Dr. Arthur
Campbell from Grand Valley State
University.
Recently named "Educator of the
Year" at GVSU, Dr. Campbell and his
wife perform as a clarinet duo around

Correction

Letter to the Editor:

The Stanner

Nurse urges all Stanners to get a flu shot
By Maria Aliberti '16
Flu season is here and Molloy’s
school nurse Mrs. Kathy Forgione
fears not enough Stanners are taking
it seriously.
“Not enough students and faculty
get their flu shots,” she said. “It’s your
best defense against the flu.”
Schools are considered to be “virus exchange systems” by the Centers for Disease Control and while
Mrs. Forgione said it’s hard to estimate how many Stanners get sick with
the flu every year, she doesn't think
it is a small number.
Mrs. Forgione said it is never too
late to get a flu shot but said it takes
up to two weeks for the shot to help
build your immunity to the flu virus.
Stanners need to get a shot every
year because the strain of the flu virus changes each year.
Junior Meghan Lake has never gotten the flu but still got a flu shot this
year as part of her involvement in the
New York Hospital of Queens volunteer service.
However, some Stanners feel the
flu shot is unnecessary.
“I haven’t gotten the flu shot in
years and I’ve never gotten sick, so I
don’t plan on getting it this year,” said
junior Kevin Tzaka.

Although many people do not trust
the flu shot fearing that it causes influenza, Mrs. Forgione said that is not
tr ue and the shot can only harm
people with severe egg allergies since
dead influenza virus used in the shot
is first harvested from hen’s eggs.
People have the option of receiving a nasal spray as an alternative to
the shot. Most medical insurance
plans will cover the cost, which
ranges from $25-$40.
It can be easy for Stanners to get
the flu not just at school but on subways and buses because taking public transportation, which is part of
most students’ daily routine, puts
them at major risk.
To prevent being infected by the
virus, the CDC recommends avoiding close contact with sick people,
avoiding touching your eyes, nose,
and mouth to prevent the spread of
germs, covering coughs and sneezes
with a tissue or the inside of your elbow joint, and washing your hands
often with soap and water.
Stanners can use the hand
sanitizers located around the school
building if soap and water are unavailable and they should throw tissues in the trash after use.
Mrs. Forgione said that students

who become sick with a fever over
100 degrees should not come to
school to prevent the flu from spreading.
Junior Tomasz Skowronksi, who
gets a flu shot every year, said
Stanners don’t do enough to prevent
the spread of the illness.
“Everyone still shares food at
lunch and no one seems to care or
take any precautions if they’re sick,”

he said.
As many as 40,000 people die
from the flu every year and while infection rates are highest among children, according to the CDC, the flu
can kill anyone, even teenagers.
Mrs. Forgione said that she wishes
more students and faculty would consider getting the flu shot to help keep
all Stanners healthy and have a successful school year.

School nurse Mrs. Kathy Forgione, seen here taking Yanni Orfanidis’s temperature, urges all to get flu shots. (Photo by Phillip Barsamian ‘15)

Thanksgiving Liturgy welcomes alums back to AM
By Stacy Kanellopoulos '16
The Thanksgiving Liturgy, which
provides Molloy students every year
with a way to express thanks for all
they have in their lives, will be held
on Wednesday, Nov. 26 at 10:45 a.m.
after classes conclude for the day.
Molloy's 28-member Liturgy Committee, which has members from each
grade level, is busy planning the liturgy and have many ideas in place
with only certain specific details
needed to be ironed out.
Campus Ministr y Director Mr.
Mike Germano said, "It is good that
Thanksgiving is coming a little later
this year. This way we have more
time to prepare for the liturgy.”
Since the Thanksgiving Liturgy is
the most popular liturgy among
alumni, Mr. Germano expects a lot
of recent grads to attend, so the
commitee tried to tie in the fact that
Molloy is a family and everyone is
welcome to come back when it designed the liturgy.
Campus Ministry Leader Mary
Angeline Bacani, a senior on the Liturgy Committee, has helped plan the
Mass of the Holy Spirit, the Advent
Liturgy, the Ash Wednesday service,
and the Easter Liturgy in the past.
She said of working on the committee: “Getting to meet people is
one of the best parts. It feels good to
be active and to be involved in planning liturgies.”
Bacani hopes that a lot of alumni

come back for the mass because it
will be a welcome back home experience for them.
She also hopes that students who
attend the Thanksgiving Liturgy will
realize how thankful they should be
for all they have.
As the saying goes: Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and not giving it.
However, another Molloy Thanksgiving tradition, the Coat Drive, will
not be held this year because Mr.
Germano thought it best to conduct
the drive once every two years rather
than annually because that way
people can save up their old coats and The altar in the Jack Curran Gym was decorated with the signs of the holiday season for the Thanksgiving Liturgy a few years ago.
have more to bring in next year.

Peer Tutoring Program changes its style
By Maria Gulino '16 and Perry
Chresomales '16
For over two decades, Stanners
have joined in the Molloy tradition
of helping each other by joining the
Peer Tutoring Program to help fellow
classmates who are having trouble in
various academic subjects.
This year 85 Stanners have volunteered to work as tutors and the
program is hoping to add more volunteers this year, especially students
who can serve as Common Core Algebra tutors.
The program has undergone various changes throughout the years and

this year is no different as it has taken
on an “extra-help like approach,” said
Assistant Principal Mr. Ed Cameron,
who is running the program this year.
Any student who wants extra help
can go to Room 208 Monday through
Thursday to get a tutor in any subject as long as the student arrives before 2:15 p.m.
Students who want to serve as
tutors must either be members of the
National Honor Society or have been
recommended for the job by a teacher.
One problem the program faces is
that students who sign up for extra
help don't always show up for their

tutoring sessions.
"I wish more people showed up,"
said junior Stacy Kanellopoulos, who
began tutoring Stanners in English
last year. "There’s nothing wrong with
admitting you have a weak point in a
certain subject and then searching for
help with that subject. But I hope I
have helped the several kids I have
tutored to get better grades. I would
like to help even more.”
Mr. Cameron is happy with the
way the Peer Tutoring Program is
going this year and is confident “it
will keep going strong and remain a
great service for Stanners.”
3

Halloween Dance
Continued from Page 1
"Roy Colter’s father also very generously lent us his own laser lights and
smoke machines," Ms. Murdocca
said. "The hallway and entrance way
leading to the gym looked spooky
spectacular. Having it in the gym allowed us to set up the photo booth,
haunted graveyard, concession stand,
and tables there.”
Sophomore Rudolph Sargenti said
the dance was enjoyable and bigger
but he found the haunted house “disappointing” compared to last year.
Sargenti said the costume contest
was his “favorite part of the dance”
and his favorite costume was sophomore Paul Tibo's Power Armor.
Sophomore Stephanie Lechki,
who was dressed as Minnie Mouse,
loved the decorations and said the DJ
was best thing about the dance.
"There was nothing I didn't like
about it," said Lechki, whose favorite group costume was Duck Dynasty.
Sophomore Catherine Gleason,
who was dressed as a cat, enjoyed the
dance and the photo booth but said
she couldn't see many of the decorations because "it was so dark."
Gleason liked last year's smaller
dance better because "I didn't like
how we had to wait on a huge line to
get our coats and bags when it was
10:30 p.m. and we had to go to school
[for the Walk-a-thon] the next day."
The Spirit Leaders on stage treated
dance-goers to a spooky dance rendition of Michael Jackson’s
“Thriller,” as well as dancing “The
Time Warp” from the “Rocky Horror
Picture Show.” The stage also was the
site of the costume contest.
"We were all very impressed with
how much care was taken with the
costumes," said Ms. Murdocca. "It
took the Spirit Leaders over an hour
of scouring the room and the dance
Photos by Kayla Rivera ‘16 and
Sebastien Augustin ‘17
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floor to narrow down the contest selections. There was one in particular,
a totally hand-made transformer costume worn by sophomore Rudolph
Sargenti, that really impressed me. I
also thought Matt Frenzel's portrayal
of Ellen Degeneres was very clever.
"Students already had their costumes for Halloween so it was easy
for them to dress up. It's nice that they
could get more use out of their costumes. Some of them looked quite
expensive, so it was nice for them to
able to wear them more than once,"
she said.
The larger turnout was in part due
to upperclass students being allowed
to attend for the first time.
But while they were welcome, “not
as many upperclassmen as I had
hoped attended,” Ms. Murdocca said.
“Many wanted to go but a playoff
soccer game was on the same night
so they were out supporting the
team. Ultimately, I see this as a fouryear dance. I think our student body
gets along well enough and are respectful enough of each other to
make this happen.”
Ms. Murdocca thanked the Spirit
Leaders for their hard work. "We finished all the decorations in record
time, and they stayed after the dance
to clean up," she said. "There was a
lot of great teamwork that went into
making this a very successful event."
The costume contest winners
were:
Frosh: Funniest-Brandon Singh (The Banana); Scariest-Luke Smith (Ebola); Most
Original-Aidan Murray (Pimp).
Sophomores: Funniest-Julio Ruiz-Diaz
(Spartan); Scariest-Gurpreet Singh (Saw); Most
Original-Paul Tibo (Power Armor); Best
Group Costume-Andrew Wenzler, Christopher Weiss, Karan Vyas (Duck Dynasty).
Juniors: Funniest-MollyRose McMahon
(Chicken); Most Original-Matt Frenzel (Ellen
DeGeneres).
Seniors: Scariest-Greis Milla (Ghost
Bride); Most Original-Sydney Costello
(Newsies)
Spirit Leader Costume : Seniors Deidre
Lydon and Kevin Lenczewski.

Walk-a-thon 2014 raises a record sum in the sun
By Jessica Antal '18 and Destiny
Nunez '18
Walk-a-thon 2014 raised over
$160,000, the most money in its 22year history, as students rejoiced over
the good weather on Oct. 31.
The top individual fundraiser for
the second year in a row was junior
John Kilkenny, who will receive free
tuition for a year.
The top homeroom fundraiser was
3F, which will receive its own dress
down day later this year.
Sometime before Thanksgiving
Day, the other prize winners will be

announced and the raffle to distribute prizes to students who received
raffle tickets for raising $100 or more
will be conducted.
Some of the prizes will be electronics, concert, Broadway, and prom
tickets, Amazon and Lands' End gift
cards, free driver's education class,
and gym memberships.
More than 40 students failed to
raise at least $80 to earn the Walk-athon holiday on March 14 and so will
come to school that day to check in
with Assistant Principal Mr. Ken
Auer and watch the film "Ghandi."

Julia Rukaj, Audrey Sabatino, school mascot Stanley, Raffaele Scarpitti and
Hailey Tom take a break from walking. (Photo by Nick Sena ‘15)

Director of Student Activities Ms.
Liz Murdocca was happy to have
sunny skies and a 55-degree high temperature on Oct. 31.
"Of course, I was very happy to
have nice weather," she said. "We are
working on some contingency options for future Walk-a-thons. If it
does rain, Mr. Auer has graciously purchased rain ponchos so the students
won’t get wet."
Stanners had a good time walking
through Briarwood on Halloweeen.
"I had a lot of fun during the
Walk-a-thon!" said frosh Sonalia Balli.
"It was a great opportunity to meet
and talk to people that I would've
never met otherwise."
Frosh Mykah Absuelo said she enjoyed seeing beautiful views of
Briarwood in the fall.
However, Balli had a suggestion.
"If there's one thing I would
change, it would probably be letting
students stay inside the building after the Walk-a-thon if they are waiting to be picked up [by their parents]
because it was pretty cold," she said.
"I had to wait outside for a while."
Frosh Marika Lee suggested that
students be given more refreshments
when they finish the walk.
The money raised by the Walk-athon will go toward refurbishing student lockers this summer and buying
new computers.
Stanners said using the money to
fix up lockers was a good idea.
"I agreed with the money going to

lockers because some of the locks are
rusty and old," said Lee. "But I wish
that in order to open our lockers, we
could use our ID cards."
Looking ahead to Walk-a-thon
2015, Balli suggested that money
raised next year go toward making the
iPads run more efficiently.
Ms. Murdocca said that everything
went well along the route that was
used for the second year in a row "so
it looks like we will be keeping it."
"There was some unexpected construction on part of the route, but
Stanners are resilient and managed to
get by," Ms. Murdocca said.

Senior Angela Kokis and Mr. Rich
Rodgers smile for the camera along
the Walk-a-thon route. (Photo by
Nick Sena ‘15)

Seniors enjoyed 3 alternative events on Walk-a-thon Day
By Jackee Bustos '16 and Rachel
Burgos '16
Seniors took the opportunity to try
something new for their last Walk-athon at Molloy on Oct. 31 by participating in three alternative activities.
Those senior-only activities were
a Zumba dance workout class, the
Tourn-a-thon, and the Annual Bro.
Leo Richard Memorial Senior Walk
to the World Trade Center.
"We had a record number sign-ups
for senior events and everyone managed to get to their assigned locations
quickly and without any problems,”
said Director of Student Activities
Ms. Liz Murdocca.
Fifty-nine seniors signed up for the
Zumba class led by Ms. Murdocca
and seniors Savannah Coppola, Flora
Ho, Valerie Rico, and Maria Troia.
"The workout is based on Latin,
international, and pop rhythms,” said
Ms. Murdocca. “Each song has its
own choreography that incorporates
dance and fitness moves. I used a lot
of pop songs so the students would
know when the changes were coming, which makes it easier to follow."
Carla Hanna and Josephine Pepa
knew what Zumba was and didn't
think the workout would be too hard.
"Our favorite part was how the
class was a group effort and every-

one really tried," Hanna said. "Zumba
was both fun and tiring. It was legit."
Matt Savastano had not realized
Zumba would be such a strenuous
workout when he signed up.
"The workout was very tiring but
it was entertaining enough that I
didn't feel tired as I was doing it," he
said. "I liked best how everyone was
into the music and dancing."
Deidre Lydon highly recommends
juniors do Zumba next year.
Fifty-five seniors joined Mr. Chris
Dougherty, Bro. James Norton, Mr.
Ted McGuinness, and Mr. Scott
Kuhner, a Molloy alum and former
guidance counselor, for the 11-mile
walk to the World Trade Center.
The route went along Queens
Blvd., Ascan Ave., Metropolitan
Ave., Bedford Ave., and Berry St.,
over the Williamsburg Bridge, and
through Chinatown and Little Italy
before arriving at its final destination.
"Walking for hours was tiring, but
it was worth it because we were able
to do it with all of our friends," said
Enrica Cotellessa.
Gabrielle DiDonato said, "Finally
seeing the World Trade Center in the
distance was one of the best parts."
The group took breaks along the
way for lunch and snacks as well as
to visit thrift shops and book stores.

The event's organizer Mr.
Dougherty was pleased that everyone
completed the walk and that he was
able to introduce students to the SanFrancisco-based Dos Toros Taqueria.
"I had been telling them that the
place is better than Chipotle and then
almost all the kids sided with me,"
he said with a smile.
The group took the subway back
to Molloy, leaving the World Trade
Center with a special memory.
Forty-eight seniors were divided
into eight, six-person teams to participate in the third annual Tourn-athon run by Mr. Brian Klimas and
Mrs. Maureen Rosenbaum.
"There were fewer people this

year than last year, so that there was
more space and time to play," said
Mr. Klimas.
Tourn-a-thon events were a football throw, a strength challenge, basketball and frisbee games.
"All the games were about 15 minutes long and I liked how it wasn't
competitive but about having a good
time," said Amanda Milevoi, whose
team of Meghan Lonergan, Katharine
Keane, D'Ante War ren, Jared
Lovelace, and Michael Perez was
undefeated.
While Milevoi would like to have
seen more sports included in the
Tourn-a-thon, she recommended all
juniors try it next year.

Seniors enjoyed taking part in the Tourn-a-thon on Walk-a-thon Day.
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Liana Liang’s

Humans of Stanner High
What is your greatest fear?

"I’m really scared of something
suddenly happening.to anyone who is
close to me. It would be hard to forgive myself if one of my loved ones
died before I could show them how
much they truly mean to me."
-- A Frosh

"Spiders terrify me. They have so
"My greatest fear is that I’ll end
up being a total failure. I always mess many eyes and legs. Is that really necup even the simplest things. I’m afraid essary? They need to stop."
-- A Junior
I’ll let my parents down after everything they’ve done for me. In the end,
I just keep trying to be someone who’s
not really a mess up."
-- A Sophomore

"My biggest fear is a future without the people I love. They have not
only shaped me as a person but have
made my life so much more happy
and meaningful. The idea of life without those special people scares me.
Oh! And spiders. They’re terrifying"
-- A Senior

Stanners adjust to Library’s new role
Continued from Page 1
tary manner.”
Senior Kelly Grogan was happy to
see Ms. DeNoto do that.
“That back room should definitely
be used as a group study room,”
Grogan said.
Despite her best effor ts, Ms.
DeNoto said noise levels vary depending on the time of day.
“The Library Research Center is
the hub of the school," she said.
"Hundreds of people pass through
the Library doors every day. Some
times of the day are quieter than others.”
The Library is most quiet during
class periods but less so before and
after school.
Ms. DeNoto said that between 77:45 a.m., students "come in to start
their day, complete unfinished work,
stop by my desk to say hello, and read

2 make National
Merit semifinals
Seniors Justin Esposito and
John Boyle have qualified as semifinalists in the 2015 National
Merit Scholarship Program competition, placing them among the
top two percent of all students
throughout the nation who took
the Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
last fall.
Five other seniors were named
Commended Students: Lillian
Mangialino, Andreea Muntean,
Valerie Rico, Joseph Schauer, and
Lawrence Wu after their scores
ranked among the top five percent
of the more than 1.5 million
students nationwide who took the
2013 PSAT/NMSQT.
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the paper. It is not chaotic but it is
not silent. From 2 to 2:30, it is very
busy with a lot of action. I would not
recommend coming in and expecting
quiet studying at that time. After
2:30, it settles down. From 2:30 to 4,
it is quiet.”
Some students feel that the noise
levels in the Library are appropriate,
while others think it’s too much.
“Working on projects with others
should be allowed as long as people
aren’t too loud about it,” said senior
Gerard Fernandez, who didn’t think
the Library noise was “terrible.”
But Grogan said the noise level “is
just too much sometimes.”
The Library has a new printer
policy which is the result of Molloy’s
“going green initiative” and the high
cost of copy paper and toner.
“If students are researching both
at home and in school, then they can
use a flash drive to save, update, and
print in the Librar y,” said Ms.
DeNoto.
“If they are writing and doing
research in the Library either in
groups, alone, or with a class, they
may print out their work,” she said.
However, the Library is neither a
computer room nor a printing room.
“The Library printer is not a
replacement for a home printer,” said
Ms. DeNoto.
The addition of Edmodo to the
curriculum was done in part to
attempt to save paper but had the
opposite effect when students started
printing out notes given by their
teachers on the Library printer.
As a result, “students are free to
access their notes in the Library on
Edmodo but they are not to print their
notes out from Edmodo,” Ms.
DeNoto said.
Now that frosh have G-mail

accounts provided by the school, all
students now can access their email
files if they use G-mail even though
the Student Handbook prohibits
students from accessing their email
accounts while in school.
Students who use AOL, Hotmail,
Yahoo or other email ser vices,
however, still can not use their email
accounts in school.
Ms. DeNoto said some students
have switched to G-mail to take
advantage of this loophole.
While frosh are now the only
students who have school-issued
iPads, all Stanners will have one for
the 2017-18 school year. When that
day comes, will Molloy still have a
Computer Lab and Library
computers?
“Absolutely,” said Assistant
Principal Mr. Ed Cameron, who
recently took his Global Studies class
into the Library to use Google
Classroom on laptops. “IPads were
never incorporated into Molloy’s
curriculum with the intention of
replacing laptops. Some functionality
is only available on laptops.”
Ms. DeNoto also said iPads and
laptops will always be used together.
“Integrating the use of laptops and
iPads for instructional use is working
out exceedingly well and it seems that
it will continue to be the best way to
optimally use educational technology
in the classroom for the foreseeable
future,” she said. “We use cutting
edge technology in the Research Lab
and in the Research Library to enrich
our students’ high school educational
experience in a rapidly evolving
technological era.”
Ms. DeNoto said there always will
be a combination of print and ebooks available in the Library.
“We have 193 e-books available

to us right now at Molloy,” she said.
“I will only say that I do see print
books being here in five years and
some even in ten, although not as
many.”
Ms. DeNoto said printed books
always will be in the Library despite
the use of e-books.
“Some freshmen come in to check
out a print book just because they like
the feel of holding a book,” she said.
Mr. Cameron doesn’t think printed
books will disappear soon.
“Libraries are a place to access
knowledge and I think that libraries
have to deter mine the best
combination of technology and
traditional books to provide that,” he
said.
Despite having to adjust to the
recent policy changes, students know
“that the Library really is the coolest
place to study!” Ms. DeNoto said.

Girl hoopsters
set their sights
on playoff run
Continued from Page 8
stronger” while Mahon “r uns the
point perfectly and is a great player.”
While the team has just begun official practices, McClure, whose personal goal is to be named CHSAA
Player of the Year, has been impressed
by the three new transfer students,
especially sophomore Emily Johnson
because she is “very versatile and
learns more about the game at each
practice.”
McClure said the team’s goals are
“to win a championship and stay
close friends throughout life.”

Ferda, Sweet & Sour win IM football titles
By Nimah Girdusky '16 and
Christina Gaglio '16
Senior Ruairi Kelly's team Ferda
defeated The Swindle Warriors 35-28
to win the Junior-Senior bracket and
sophomore Marcus Retegues' squad
Team Sweet & Sour defeated TPD
35-28 in overtime to win the Freshman-Sophomore bracket in the annual
Intramural Football Tournament on
Oct. 21-22 at Stanner Field.
Joining captain Kelly on the winning upperclass team were seniors
Kevin Crimmins, John Whelan, Nick
Spadaccini, Raphael Jafri and junior
Alex Goldberg.
Captain Retegues' all-sophomore
team consisted of Danny Hoff,
Ruben Jimenez, Andrew Meshaj, and
Robert Berrios.
The winning teams were awarded
Intramural Champion t-shirts.
Ferda credited teamwork for its
victor y."We knew that our best
chance at winning was to work together as a team and play our best,"
said Goldberg.

The Freshman-Sophomore championship game featured an intense
overtime where the winning margin
was Hoff's TD pass to Meshaj.
"Playing the game was such a
thrill," said TPD sophomore Liam
Coen. "Even though we didn't manage to score a winning touchdown, it
was an overall great experience."
TPD was composed of JV baseball team members under the direction of captain Anthony Milevoi.
"I love playing with my baseball
teammates," Coen said, "so we decided to form a football team since
we already knew how well we work
together."
The tournament was originally
scheduled for October 16-17 but was
postponed to Oct. 21-22 due to rain.
“It was just bad luck” said Intramural Director Mr. Brian Kelly. “As
soon as the whistle blew, the rain
started coming down.”
The postponement created scheduling conflicts for many players, resulting in teams having to alter their

rosters or forfeit.
"A lot of guys on the team
couldn't make it because of the rescheduling, so I kind of had to put
the team together at the last minute,"
said Retegues, who caught two touchdown passes in the title game.
But scheduling confusion didn't
hurt the intensity of the competition.
“The teams were very competitive," said Mr. Kelly.
As always, Stannerly sportsman-

ship was displayed.
"All of the participants were really encouraging and always congratulated you on a job well done, no matter what the outcome," said junior
Peter Warzecha, who played in the
upperclass tournament.
Mr. Kelly thanked Mrs. Maureen
Rosenbaum and Mr. Mark Verdi for
helping make the event a success.
The next intramural event is the
Ping-Pong Tournament in December.

Team Sweet & Sour were winners at the IM football tournament.

Goldberg wins B-Q cross country title
Junior Alex Goldberg won the
CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens Varsity
Boys Cross Country title on Oct. 25
by covering the 4,000-meter course
in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx
in 13 minutes, 39.06 seconds to lead
Molloy to the team title.
Junior Kieran Rock finished finished third, senior Daniel Saczyk was
fourth, junior Andrew Garabito was
sixth and senior Brian Tracy was seventh to round out the scoring for
Molloy in the Brooklyn-Queens meet.
Junior Mikayla Roberts finished
third and senior Michelle Armogan
was fifth in the Brooklyn-Queens
Girls Varsity race as Molloy finished
second behind Bishop Kearney.
Goldberg's time put him in 12th
place in the CHSAA Boys City Championship as Molloy finished third
among 19 teams while Roberts placed
13th in the Girls City Championships, leading Molloy to a third place
finish among 13 teams.
The Varsity boys qualified for the
state cross country meet by finishing
fifth among the 18 teams at the
CHSAA Intersectional Championships on Nov. 9 in Van Cordlandt Park
where six out of Molloy’s top seven
runners posted personal best times.
“The boys were on cloud nine,”
said Varsity coach Bro. Bob Andrews.
Senior runner Christian Blake said,
“Bro. Bob was so happy.”
Rock was Molloy’s top runner, finishing 24th in 13:41.83, followed by
Goldberg in 25th place in 13:42.31,
junior Michael Reddy in 39th in
13:55.21, Saczyk in 40th in 13:55.76,
and Garabito in 49th in 14:10.37.
St. Anthony’s won the boys intersectional title, followed by Xavier,

Fordham Prep, and Chaminade.
“The top six runners all broke 13
minutes, which made it a very fast
race,” said Bro. Bob. “In most years,
we would have finished in second or
third place with how well we ran, but
this year the competition was just too
good. But I was very happy with the
way the boys ran.”
Molloy’s Varsity girls finished
eighth among 20 teams as senior
Armogan was the team’s top finisher
in 17:03.95, followed by junior
Carolyn Crocker in 29th place in
17:03.95 and Roberts in 36th place
in 17:30.74.
Here are Molloy's results from the
Brooklyn-Queens Championships:
Frosh Boys
2,500 meters: 3. Conner Smith, 11:13.77;
5. Joshua Titus; 6. John Ziehl, 11:44.30; 7.
Michael O'Leary, 11:53.30; 10. Alex Rezhets,
12:07.77.

Team scores: 1. SFP, 24; 2. Molloy, 31.

Frosh Girls
2,500 meters: 3. Kaleigh Gilroy 11:22.56;
5. Sinead Girdusky, 11:39.53; 7. Katherine
Kozial, 12:09.05; 11. Meesha Samuels, 12:54.77;
15. Julie Moran, 13:29.20.
Team scores: 1. MLA, 33; 2. Molloy, 41;
SFP 60.

Sophomore Boys
4,000-meters: 4. Paul Zwolak, 16:00.74;
10. Justin Crawford, 16:47.18; 11. Matthew
Murawski, 16:59.76; 12. Nick Monsegur,
17:05.92; 13. Lucas Annink, 17:06.61.
Team scores: 1. SFP, 42; 2. Molloy, 50; 3.
Loughlin, 81; 4. Xaverian, 81; 5. McClancy, 96.

Sophomore Girls
4,000-meters: 8. Vanessa Vellalva, 20:52.91;
9. Maria Laura Annink, 21:31.13; 11. Elena
Rossi, 22:43.10; 18. Maria DePalma, 25:32.22;
30. Sophia Betzios, 28:32.15.
Team scores: 1. SFP, 28; 2. Molloy, 76; 3.
Kearney, 101.

Junior Varsity Boys
4,000-meters: 1. Matthew Morscher,
15:34.72; 2. Mike Gillooley, 15:40.88; 3. Harris
Mohsin, 16:08.97; 6. Nick Monsegur, 16:30.35;

7. Austin Pizzella, 16:32.11.
Team scores: 1. Molloy, 16; 2. Loughlin,
55; 3. Xaverian, 71.

Junior Varsity Girls
4,000-meters: 1. Vanessa Villalva, 19:51.28;
3. Lara McFadden, 20:12.25; 4. Mattisse Scibelli,
20:38.18; 5. Maria Laura Annink, 21:00.69; 7.
Elena Rossi, 21:04.27.
Team scores: 1. Molloy, 20; 2. SFP, 36; 3.
Kearney, 112.

Varsity Boys
4,000-meters: 1. Alex Goldberg, 13:39.06;
3. Kieran Rock, 14:03.22; 4. Daniel Saczyk,
14:12.07; 6. Andrew Garabito, 14:16.65; 7.
Brian Tracy, 14:23.24.
Team scores: 1. Molloy, 21; 2. Xaverian,
54; 3. SFP, 64; 4. Cathedral Prep, 135; 5.
McClancy, 141; 6. Christ the King, 154; 7. St.
John's Prep, 179.

Varsity Girls
4,000-meters: 4. Mikayla Roberts, 17:35.87;
5. Michelle Armogan, 17:38.32; 7. Gabriella
Fata, 17:51.59; 11. Siobhan Loftus, 18:38.87;
12. Amanda Tracey, 18:58.58.
Team scores: 1. Kearney, 29; 2. Molloy,
39; 3. SFP, 54; 4. McClancy, 115; 5. Agnes, 142.

Senior Gabrielle Fata runs with the pack at the start of the CHSAA Intersectional Championships on Nov. 9.
Molloy’s Varsity girls finished eighth at the meet while the Varsity boys team finished fifth.
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Stanner soccer nemesis spoils a super season
By Sargam Mehra ‘16
Molloy’s Varsity boys soccer team
was riding high when it arrived at St.
John’s University for the city championship game against Fordham Prep
on Nov. 2.
The Stanners were on a five-game
winning streak and had lost only one
game all season.
But that one defeat was a 3-0 loss
to Fordham Prep on Sept. 19 and this
time the outcome was even worse as
Fordham Prep won the city title with
a 4-0 victory over Molloy
Molloy had a chance to avenge
that loss when it played Fordham
Prep once again at Adelphi University on Nov. 8 in the CHSAA state
tournament semifinals but while the
Stanners played better, Fordham Prep
still won 2-0 to advance to the state
finals and end Molloy’s season.
Yet what a great season it was as
Molloy finished with a 13-3-3 record
and the Brooklyn-Queens title.
Junior Jake Mella said the team’s
most satisfying regular season victory
was against Bishop Stepinac on Sept.
30, “because we came back from a
two-goal deficit to win 5-3.”
After finishing atop the Brooklyn-

Queens regular season standings with
a record of 10 victories, three ties,
and one defeat, Molloy started its
playoff run on Oct. 25 with a 4-0
victory over Iona Prep followed by
1-0 shootout victory over St. Francis
Prep on Oct. 30 when junior Gabriel
Fleuranges scored the winning penalty kick and junior goalie Padelis
Astrinidis made two saves in the 4-3

shootout win after the two teams
played to a 0-0 tie despite two overtime periods.
But Molloy’s playoff r un was
ended by Fordham Prep.
Junior Jesse Rodrigues said that
city title game loss was the toughest
game of the season.
“We had to recover from some injuries that showed up in the previous

Senior Pedro Paula takes a corner kick during one of Molloy’s Varsity Soccer games this season. (Photo courtesy of the Blue & White Yearbook)

game, which was not easy to do,” he
said. “It was a very competitive game
but, unfortunately, we did not come
out with the win. But my favorite
memory of the season will be winning the B-Q championship because
it was the result of all the hard work
we put into every practice and game.”
Mella said, “Our goal at the beginning of the season was to win the
city championship and I always believed we could win the final because
we have great talent on the team.”
Molloy’s Athletic Director Mr.
Mike McClear y said Molloy’s top
playoff performers on offense were
seniors Chris Ray, Pedro Paula, Daniel
Corridan, juniors Fleuranges and
Steven Deely while the defense was
led by starting senior goalkeeper Ryan
Hoffman and senior Lucas Do
Nascimento.
Ray and Corridan were the team’s
leading scorers.
“This team was on par with all of
the great teams we have had here at
Molloy,” Mr. McCleary said. “I expect
them to be successful every year because they are always successful.
Coach Andy Kostel always has his
team prepared to play.”

AM basketball season ready to tip-off
Senior tri-captains
ready to lead girls
to the city playoffs
By Sophia Savvides ‘15 and Phillip
Barsamian ‘15
Molloy’s Girls Varsity Basketball
team has three starters and a veteran
bench returning to the team this year
and as a result the players expect to
reach to the city championship playoff game.
Coach Mr. Scott Lagas said that
while the team’s greatest strength is
its experience, he would like to see
the team improve its consistency from
game to game before he’d be willing
to make any city championship predictions.
Seniors Kaitlyn Mahon, Aryn
McClure, and junior Emily Peckham
returned from last year’s 17-11 team
but the other two starters for this year
have yet to be chosen by Mr. Lagas,
who said players’ performances in
practice will determine who earns
those last two starting spots.
Mr. Lagas expects junior Kathryn
Gibson to step up and play well this
year because “she works really hard.”
Mr. Lagas said a weakness of the
team is that the girls are “too unselfish and want to defer to everyone else
instead of being the aggressor.”
Mr. Lagas said some tough opponents on the schedule will be Christ
the King, Ossining, and St. Mary's;
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however, every game will be equally
challenging and so the team has to
work hard during practice.
He said a successful season would
be “returning to our third straight diocese championship game.”
Senior Emer Moloney, one of
three co-captains, said her personal
goal for the season is to teach her new
teammates by her example, especially
how to run certain plays.
Moloney said she has been most
impressed by the team’s other two cocaptains, McClure and Mahon, because McClure has gotten “a lot
Continued on Page 6

Kaitlyn Mahon

Boys are starting
over with five new
starters this year
By Andrew Wenzler '17
Molloy's Varsity boys basketball
team will start over fresh in 2014-15
as not one starter from last year's team
returned this season.
This year's team will have to come
together quickly in order to match last
year's performance, as Molloy finished with a 20-7 record and reached
the quarterfinals of the city playoffs.
Coach Mr. Mike McCleary said,
"The team needs to make a collective effort to work hard offensively
and defensively and to work together."
The team will be counting on several juniors who are moving up from
last year's JV team this season such
as forwards John O'Connor, Kevin
Boves, and Matthew Morscher and
guards Justin Cole, Michael Esposito,
and Dominick Priolo.
Returning Varsity players include
seniors D'Ante Warren, John Whelan,
Jason Camus, and junior Isaac Grant.
Another addition to the Varsity
team is sophomore transfer student
Chase Audige, who said he is doing
his best to keep up with his upperclass
teammates and hopes he can contribute this season.
As has been the case in recent seasons, the team lacks height, but Mr.

McCleary does not believe that it will
be an issue.
"Our size is probably our only
weakness," he said, "but we have
great guard play and plenty of good
shooters."
Mr. McCleary thinks his team will
do very well this season if it is able
to "reach its potential."
He expects Molloy's toughest
competition to come from Christ the
King, Cardinal Hayes, and Iona Prep.
The opening game of the season
will be at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 29 against
Monroe High School in the Jack
Curran Gym.

Dominick Priolo

