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ATTENDANCE POLICY
Students are encouraged to be in school, on time, each day. We discourage absences for any reason aside from illness.
EXCUSED ABSENCES: are enumerated under California Education
Code 48205, and include the following reasons: verified illness, a doctors appointment (with excusal note from physician), funeral attendance of immediate family, court appearances, or religious holiday observance.
NOTIFY SCHOOL OFFICE AND/OR TRANSPORTATION
If a student is going to be absent from school, parents/guardians are
expected to call the office and leave a message before 6:30 am, explaining the reason and length of time the student will be absent, if
this is known. 714-998-6571 ext. 2200 or ext. 2203.
We encourage parents/guardians to make doctors appointments after
school hours so that the student’s day is not disrupted.
ABSENCES AND POINT ASSIGNMENTS
In the case of an unexcused absence or tardiness, a “0” will be earned
for every period the student is not in school in his/her assigned class.
Three (3) unexcused absences and/or six (6) excused absences will
initiate truancy notices to be sent home and to the school district. Additional absences may lead to a district School Attendance Review Board
(SARB) referral and jeopardize student’s placement at Olive Crest
Academy.

To our partners and our colleagues at the
district offices we work with:

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR
APPRECIATION BREAKFAST
March 9th, 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM
Invitations with location will be mailed soon.
Questions?
Please contact Lisa Shea at lisa-shea@olivecrest.org

January
Jan 9
Jan 16
Jan 26

Return from Winter Break
MLK Day—No School
Minimum Day Dismissal

February
Feb 17 –20
Feb 23

President’s Days—No School
Minimum Day Dismissal

March
Mar 3
Mar 27-31

Non-Student Day/Staff Dev.
Minimum Day Dismissals,
P/T Conferences

April
Apr 17-21
Apr 27

Spring Break—No School
Minimum Day Dismissal

May
May 25
May 29

Minimum Day Dismissal
Memorial Day—No School

IMPORTANT
REMINDER!
The only items permitted on Olive Crest Academy
transportation are lunches, jackets, homework, and
items approved by a therapist. If your student
would like to bring an item but you are unsure as
to whether it is allowed, please contact your
student’s therapist. When in doubt, please leave
it at home.
Items accidently left on the van are available to be
picked up the following school day. Thank you for
your understanding and cooperation!

WHO YA GONNA CALL?
OCA main number: 714.998.6571
OCA fax: 714.998.6573
Staff extensions and direct office
numbers listed below.

Office Staff
Xochilt Hernandez
Rachel Vanegas
Yasmin Martinez
Jackie Lawrence
Transportation
Katy Hogue
Dennis Boyle
Administration
Nina Frankman
Bob Henning
Emily Vazirian
Lisa Shea
Joel Bugay
Nicole Carson
Program Coordinator
Jess Matthewson
Therapist
Andrea Winters
Neil Quinto
Mayra Garcia
Stacelyn Peckinpaugh
Alan Heide
Ross Fortier
Valeri Trezise
Andrew Hosier
Speech Language
Ashleigh Howington
Workability
Wendy Hutain
School Nurse
Anthony Linares
Food Services
Kristy Sandoval

2206
2200
2221
2201
2203
2212
1508
2214
2213
2220
2208
2227
2224
2211
2226
2204
2205
2209
2210
2215
2216

Santa Arrived at OCA!
On December 23rd, Santa arrived at Olive Crest Academy with his
bag of toys in tow, to deliver the “Be The Miracle” gifts that were
donated by Friends of Olive Crest. Each child was given a
thoughtfully chosen gift based on his/her wishes.
Santa visited each classroom to hand deliver every gift to each
student. In addition to the gifts, students also received stockings
stuffed with goodies, provided by Olive Crest donors, along with the
generosity of Stussy.
Our students’ expressions were priceless, young and old, as they
received their surprises!
Thank you to Santa, who remembers our Olive Crest Academy
students each year! And thank you to the many nameless volunteers
and donors who helped to make the holiday season bright for our
students, as well.

2212

Do you “like” us?

2218

Follow Olive Crest Academy on Facebook,
Instagram, and Pinterest!

2219
2207

Kids Korner

Christmas Basket Raffle

Our students are excited to bring to you our new
Kids Korner! Students will be submitting
artwork throughout the year with the hopes of
being featured here or have their artwork
displayed in the Main Office as the Featured
Artist of the Month.

This artwork is brought to you by Angel, a
young lady in one of our middle school
classrooms, who wanted to depict what OCA is
all about!

This Christmas season twenty-four
lucky Olive Crest Academy students
won Christmas Baskets from our Second Annual Christmas Basket Raffle.
The baskets were full of food, cookie
making kits, toys, books, games, ornaments, and gift cards. The items for
these baskets were generously donated
by Olive Crest Academy staff, family,
and friends. Thank you to everyone
who participated and congrats again to
the winners!

Olive Crest Academy is now participating in the Box Tops for Education Program. If you see one of these
on the packaging of an item you buy, please cut it out and send it in with your student. The money we receive for participating in this program goes right back to enriching OCA and the lives of our students!
If you have any questions, please contact our Program Coordinator, Jess Matthewson via phone
at 714.998.6571 ext. 2224 or via email at Jessica-Matthewson@olivecrest.org.
Thank you!!!

Calming Rooms
Therapy Dogs
On November 28, Olive Crest Academy’s therapeutic team gained three
new members. After four months of training from OC Service Dogs head
trainer, cathartic canines Kodi, Ellie, and Max graduated from the Therapy
Dog program and are now Certified Therapy Dogs at OCA. Their main
focus during the work day is to assist students during moments of
frustration and anxiety. The dogs also provide positive interactions and
learning opportunities for our students.
Our therapy dogs have the ability to help our students when they are
frustrated. For example, we often have students who are upset and do not
want to talk with staff. The therapy dog is able to come over and sit with
the student. Our students, who were frustrated and unwilling to talk
minutes ago, find comfort in petting and sitting with the dogs, quickly
calming down and agreeing to talk with staff.
In addition to helping relieve uncomfortable emotions, the therapy dogs
also enjoy participating in positive time with students, participating in
activities such as playing fetch, racing, and playing soccer. Students love
learning new responsibilities by helping to care for the dogs, especially
when they earn the privilege of being able to take the dogs for walks.

Olive Crest Academy, a Positive Behavioral
Intervention and Supports school, is proud of the
addition of Calming Rooms to our campus.
These Calming Rooms, with soothing paint
schemes and lighting, will have calming music
and be a safe space for students to utilize when
they are becoming escalated or upset.
While in the Calming Room students can learn
breathing and relaxation techniques from our
staff, providing them with functional tools to
later use on their own as coping methods. Be
advised, depending on the reason for utilizing
the calming room, the student may or may not
be earning their points. If your student comes
home with a ―CR‖ marked on their point sheet,
know that they were making use of our new
Calming Rooms.

We are so excited for our new team members and the benefits they bring to
all of us on campus!

Thank you!
Thank you to Ashley, a high
schooler in our Orange County
community, who lovingly made
blankets for each and every female
student on our OCA campus!
Ashley delivered the blankets, along
with a small gift and a personalized
note, to our girls who were very
touched by her generous act.

Musical Motivators
Olive Crest Academy held their first Musical
Motivators show this December.
This show
demonstrated to our students the importance of
finding their passion and working hard at it to
succeed in life.
Thank you to the Hall of Fame Dance Team, K&K
Hula Dancers, and our own students Dominic, Moses,
Julian, Joseph M., and Joseph S. under the tutelage
of Mr. Dennis for their performances!
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