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“Working Together for Academic Excellence”

District Report Card
ASD Meets Standards, Sets Sights Higher
Great strides forward are often preceded by
several small steps in the right direction. When
you look at the results of the 2006-07 PSSA exams,
it is clear that the Armstrong School District
continues to make significant progress in raising
student achievement. District-wide scores in
both Math and Reading continue to be above
the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets of
54 percent in Reading and 45 percent in Math,
marking the fourth consecutive year ASD has
met AYP. In most cases, ASD’s grade-level scores
also exceeded Pennsylvania state averages. In
addition, the district once again met No Child
Left Behind requirements for proficiency for
its disaggregate subgroups,
and for school attendance
and graduation rates.
These encouraging trends
are a result of many strategic
initiatives taken by the district
over the past few years to
strengthen curriculum and
instructional practices, as well
as very concentrated efforts
to develop and implement
an inter nal assessment
system that provides not
only greater amounts of
data, but better ways to use
it. In 2004, ASD developed
a comprehensive strategy
for meeting the needs of all
students through its “Getting
Results Framework” for

improvement. “Getting Results” calls for a
more data-informed approach to developing
effective interventional strategies designed to
target the individual needs of students. Dr.
William Kerr, superintendent of schools,
explains: “the ‘Getting Results Framework’
takes a proactive approach to examining and
improving best practices and setting goals
for improvement on a building-by-building
basis. Our teachers have embraced this
ideology and the results have been remarkably
positive, as evidenced by our consistent
progress on the PSSA and other assessments.”
— Continued page 2
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District Report Card — continued
While the PSSA remains a very important
source of benchmark assessment data,
the fact that it occurs only once a year
makes it inadequate for assessing ongoing
progress throughout the school year. As a
result, ASD last year introduced 4Sight
Assessments, which allow teachers
to test students up to four times each
school year, thus creating a continuous
stream of relevant data that can be used
to more effectively develop interventional
strategies for each individual student.
“The PSSA is just one of the data points
we look at,” says Dr. Beverly Long, the
district’s coordinator of federal programs
and accountability. “The introduction
of 4Sight testing, which generates new
data every nine weeks, has provided
us with multiple data points and has
certainly made a significant difference
in our ability to target instruction
individually and intervene in the specific
areas where students need to improve.”

practices. Basically, differentiated
instruction represents a shift from the
traditional whole group instructional
model to an approach that focuses on
engaging each individual learner on
their own level by incorporating teaching
techniques that account for different
styles of learning. “ELI builds upon
what we have in place by strengthening
our approach to targeted individual
instruction and differentiated instruction
to ensure that all learners continue
to move forward,” explains Dr. Long.

represent a 9 and 11 percentage point
increase respectively. In many cases,
ASD achievement levels are already at
or above the new AYP targets, but the
need for continued progress will be
essential in certain areas. To address
some of the PSSA shortcomings in 11th
grade Math scores, the district is taking
steps to eliminate lower-level high school
math courses, replacing them with
more rigorous Algebra and Geometry
offerings that will serve as minimum
course requirements for all students. The
district has also introduced the concept
of “Reading Apprenticeships” on
the secondary level, which is basically a
cross-curricular attempt to infuse more
reading principles into academic courses
other than English, including Math,
Science, Social Studies, and other areas.
“We look forward to meeting the
challenge of the raised bar for PSSA,
but it has always been the district’s goal
to achieve above and beyond AYP and
set our goals higher,” says Dr. Kerr.

ASD devotes four full days a year, one every
nine-week grading period, to analyzing
assessment data and developing effective
strategies for continuous improvement.
District accountability teams oversee
these efforts, and work to allocate
appropriate state and federal funding
where it will have the greatest impact. The
district recently partnered with Duquesne
University for a study that examines the
Differentiated Instruction
benefits of a collaborative approach
Earlier this year, ASD introduced a to developing learning goals, which
new professional development initiative includes allowing students to play a larger Another noteworthy change for 2007-08
known as the Western Pennsylvania role in setting their own achievement is that the PSSA scores of Lenape Tech
Educational Leadership Initiative goals and self-monitoring progress. students from ASD attendance areas will
be factored into their home school’s AYP.
(ELI). Developed by the University
For complete data on the Armstrong School
of Pittsburgh, ELI is a process that Harder Targets
p r o m o t e s t e a c h e r l e a d e r s h i p , In 2007-08, the AYP targets will jump District’s PSSA performance, visit the
collaboration, and the development to 63 percent proficient or advanced in Pennsylvania Department of Education’s
of differentiated instructional Reading, and 56 percent in Math, which Web site: www.pde.state.pa.us.
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Full-Day Kindergarten Study Proceeds
Parents Asked to Provide Input
Learning is a lifelong pursuit. But many believe the progress
that students make throughout their academic careers is heavily
influenced by the quality of their early educational experiences,
starting with pre-school and kindergarten. Recognizing the
importance of getting a good start, the Armstrong School District
is studying the expansion of its current half-day kindergarten
program to a full-day for all students beginning in the 2008-09
school year. At present, the district offers half-day kindergarten
for students in all attendance areas, with an extended day
option for academically “at-risk” students who have been
identified through the screening process to need additional
support in order to be ready for first grade. The extended
day program, as it exists, is designed to address academic,
language-based, and/or social skill deficits for these students.

process, parents can participate in a voluntary survey
regarding their preferences to half- or full-day kindergarten.
The results of the survey, as well as the recommendations of
the district, will be presented at the February 18th school
board meeting scheduled to be held at the district’s Central
Administration Building at 7 p.m. A complete list of dates
and times for kindergarten registration is listed on this page.

Many factors come into play in the decision to expand to
full-day kindergarten for all students. Research indicates that
among the advantages are increased instructional opportunities
in reading and math, and an increased readiness for first grade
from both an academic and social/emotional standpoint.
The longer school day also provides more opportunities for
one-to-one instruction, allows for a broader curriculum, more
“The administration has been engaged in purposeful and enrichment activities, and enhanced flexibility of scheduling
deliberate study of the perceived benefits of the full-day for students and staff. For many districts, transportation
kindergarten program for all students,” says Dr. James logistics are made easier by eliminating the mid-day bus
Gaggini, assistant superintendent for elementary education runs, which results in reduced costs. From a parent’s
and pupil services. “We conducted extensive research and perspective, full-day kindergarten often provides greater
have surveyed our current kindergarten staff, and we will convenience and lessens the needs for day care alternatives.
now seek input from the parents of incoming kindergarten
students in order to make an informed recommendation.” Among the perceived disadvantages of the full-day initiative is
Kindergarten registrations have been moved up this that it creates more time when young students would be away
year to accommodate the timetable for making a decision from their parents, and the increased academic demands also
on full-day kindergarten. As part of this year’s registration may result in more stress and fatigue for the young learners.
Full-day kindergarten
would also result in
Kindergarten Registration - 2008-09 School Year
increased costs in terms of
personnel
and materials,
Dayton Elementary
814-257-8816
curriculum changes, and a
February 5, 2008
greater demand for space
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
within the elementary
Elderton Elementary
724-354-2131
schools. Concerns also
February 6, 2008
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
arise regarding the effects
on at-risk students who
Kittanning Twp. Elementary
724-548-7696
are currently serviced
February 5, 2008
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
in t he extended day
kindergarten program.
Lenape Elementary
724-763-5299
A p p ro p r i a te s u p p o r t
February 5, 6, 7, 2008
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
services for these students
12:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
would be administered
Shannock Valley Elementary
in a full-day environment
724-783-6991
February 4, 2008 (A-J)
through the district's
Half-day kindergarten students in Sue Safranyos'
February 5, 2008 (K-Z)
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
comprehensive, threeclass at Dayton Elementary School.
tiered interventional
West Hills Primary
For more information, call the building where your child will be
724-548-7651
p r o g r a m .
February 5, 6, 2008
registered, or visit the district Web site: www.asd.k12.pa.us.
.

9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
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A Community United Against Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Child Abuse and the
Abuse of Alcohol and Drugs

January 14, 2008
Ways You Can Help Protect Our
Youth And Community
• Interact, establish, and maintain good communication with youth.
• Educate yourself on how to distinguish among the types of drugs
that teens use to get high, and their effects.
• Do an inventory of the contents of your medicine cabinets, kitchen cabinets,
or anywhere in the house where you store medicine.  Monitor the quantities
and medicine levels of your prescription and OTC drugs.
• Keep prescription pain relievers in a separate, secure area.
Magisterial District Judge J. Gary DeComo, Co-founder
• Unused or expired pain relievers should be disposed in the trash, separate
District Attorney Scott Andreassi, Co-founder
from the original container, or returned to the pharmacy for disposal.
Sheriff Larry Crawford, Co-founder
•
If you know someone who is abusing prescription pain relievers, get them
Jo Ellen Bowman, HAVIN
help right away.  It’s your call!
Kay Detrick Owen, ARC Manor
Mindy Knappenberger, Armstrong Community Foundation
• Create alcohol- and drug-free activities in the community.  As parents and
Kami Anderson, Armstrong-Indiana Drug & Alcohol Commission
caregivers, make clear rules and enforce them with consistency and
Dr. William H. Kerr, Armstrong School District
appropriate consequences.
David Cippel, Klingensmith's Drug Stores
• Refuse to supply, and report those who do supply, alcohol to anyone under
Dawn Kocher-Taylor, Lenape Tech
the age of 21.
Patty Shiring, ACMH Foundation
• Report underage drinking by an anonymous tip line: 1-888-UNDER 21.
• Join the Armstrong County Communities That Care group to work with
Partners In Prevention
other community members to prevent adolescent problems.
Coroner Robert Bower; Magisterial District Judge James Owen;
• Become a Mentor to Youth.  Contact the local Big Brothers/Big Sisters group
Magisterial District Judge Mike Gerheim; Magisterial District Judge Samuel
about mentor opportunities at 724-548-3405.
Goldstrohm; Armstrong County Board of Commissioners; Freeport School District; • Cultivate a respectful attitude in your school, family, and community.  
Leechburg School District; Apollo-Ridge School District;
Avoid behaviors that demean, or attempt to control, others.
Lt. Tom Dubovi, PA State Police; Dennis Demangone, Children, Youth & Family;
•
Call the police if you see or hear violence in progress.
Brian Anderson, Holy Family Institute; Dave Hartman, Armstrong County
•
Talk to your friends, neighbors, and family members when they belittle people,
Probation; Janet Talerico, Area Agency on Aging
make a joke about violence, or ignore a battered person.
• Examine your own life for violence and oppressive behaviors.  
Try to live a violence-free life.

Sponsors

Free

Community Awareness Day
Celebration

Join the students and staff of Lenape Tech for a free
celebration of Community Awareness Day.  Highlights include
food, family photos, DJ/karaoke, a magician, sumo wrestling,
video game competitions,
and much more!

MONDAY, JANUARY 14TH • 4:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M.
LENAPE TECH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
ADMISSION IS FREE
Sponsored by the Armstrong-Indiana
Drug & Alcohol Commission.

Also sponsored in par t by Barker Bus, Naser Foods, US Foods,
Jerich Insurance, and the Horse Trader

To Report Child Abuse and Neglect:
Armstrong County 724-548-3466 or ChildLine at 1-800-932-0313
To Report Elderly Abuse:
Area Agency on Aging 1-800-490-8505 or 1-800-732-6618
Domestic and Sexual Violence Intervention and Prevention:
HAVIN hotlines 724 548-8888 or 1-800-841-8881 www.havinpa.org
Drug and Alcohol Prevention and Treatment:  
ARC Manor 724 548-7607 or 1-800-323-1333 www.arcmanor.org
To Report Drug Activity:
District Attorney’s Narcotics Enforcement Team 1-866-663-7840
To Report Underage Drinking:
PA Liquor Enforcement 1-888-UNDER-21
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HEALTHY Armstrong
Wellness Initiative Gains Momentum and Support
Childhood obesity is a problem that hits
home for many students, families, and
communities across the United States.
Fortunately, the Armstrong School
District has found a way to hit back. As a
partner in the HEALTHY Armstrong
initiative, ASD has joined a coalition of
community leaders dedicated to battling
childhood obesity in Armstrong County.
The HEALTHY acronym stands for
“Healthy Eating and Active Lifestyles,
Together Helping Youth.” In addition
to ASD, the partnership includes ACMH
Hospital, ACMH Hospital Foundation,
Children’s Community Pediatrics (CCP)
of Armstrong, University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center (UPMC) Health Plan, the
Armstrong County YMCA, and others.
A state mandated Body Mass Index
(BMI) survey conducted district-wide
in 2005 revealed that more than 35
percent of ASD students ages 5-17 were
considered to be overweight or at risk of
becoming overweight, a rate much higher
than national averages. An earlier study
by a local health clinic was even more
discouraging, estimating that about 56
percent of adult patients served there
were also overweight or obese. Research
suggests that to combat the problem,
you have to start early because children
K-6 stand to benefit most from obesity
prevention education programs. The
keys, however, are detection, education,
and lifestyle changes aimed not only at
the student, but the family as a whole.
One of the ways that HEALTHY
Armstrong is working to make a
difference is through additional nutrition
education and fitness programs in the
schools. According to Elderton principal
and district-wide wellness coordinator,
David Kristofic, the effort is gaining
momentum. “Our communities and
students are now hearing one consistent
message, and it is having a greater impact,

especially
on parents.”
Mr. Kristofic
points to the
success of a
pilot program
held last year
at Elderton
Elementar y
that used the
National
Institutes of
Health We
Can! (Ways Kittanning Twp. Elementary kindergarten and first
to Enhance grade students get a kick out of a Tae Bo activity
C h i l d r e n ’ s during a recent “Wellness Wednesday.”
Activity and
Nutrition) CATCH curriculum,
which now has been expanded to all
seven ASD elementary schools. It
promotes increased in-school, afterschool, and weekend healthy activities,
which include physical fitness, snackmaking advice from a nutritionist, and Recently, the County of Armstrong
additional wellness education initiatives. joined HEALTHY Armstrong and the
We Can! movement, becoming the very
Some of the wellness activities that ASD first We Can! County in the United
elementary schools have instituted this States. The announcement was made
year are more structured recesses that at the HEALTHY Armstrong kickoff
include more walking and jogging, event in September 2007. Support for
fitness newsletters written by students, the district’s wellness programs has come
healthy snack days, reward programs, from many sources, including a $50,000
and even something known as the grant from UPMC Health Plan in 2006,
“Potty Press” which involves posting and more than $20,000 in funding
wellness tips on school restroom stall from the ACMH Hospital Foundation
doors. At Kittanning Twp. Elementary since 2005. The county-wide wellness
School, students and staff have come campaign has also drawn national
up with a concept known as “Wellness attention as a model program, including
Wednesday,” which provides students a mention in an Associated Press article
with an extra half hour of in-school in November 2007. “We are excited about
fitness activities each week. Activities can the potential of HEALTHY Armstrong,”
range from dance to a Tae Bo workout. says Patty Shiring, executive director
of the ACMH Hospital Foundation.
“Our goal is to promote lifelong “The connections we have made with
fitness, says Chris Hooks, a health & partners not only here in Armstrong
physical education teacher at the school. County, but in the Pittsburgh region,
“It involves nutrition education in will allow us to continue to expand
combination with regular physical activity.” programs and keep moving forward.”
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Expanding Opportunities
ASD Foundation Awards Teacher Grants
Sometimes in education it’s the little
extras that make a big difference, and
that’s what the Armstrong School
District Foundation is committed to
providing through its annual Educator
Grant Program. Now in its third
year, the program continues to grow,
thanks to generous support from ASD
staff, community donors, and support
generated from the organization’s
annual golf outing. Prior to the start
of the school year, W. Bruce Hall,
ASD Foundation president, awarded a
total of seven $500 grants to teachers
throughout the district. These minigrants enable teachers to fund innovative
educational projects in their classrooms.

Elementary. “The students really enjoy
the Accelerated Reader program because
it gives them a chance to read on their
own independent level and select the
types of books that they enjoy reading,”
says Ms. Keeney. “It’s a great supplement
for them to expand their reading skills.”

The program is structured in a way that
students are required to read the books
at least three times aloud to their parents
or others at home. Parents verifiy that
the student has completed their at-home
assignment, which enables the student to
then take an on-line test in the school’s
computer lab. Scores are generated Lenape Elementary School students (front
immediately upon completion of the to back) Zachary Bittinger, Tyler Charney,
on-line test. “The program promotes and Nicholas Rosemiller take an on-line
Accelerated Reader exam.
At Lenape Elementary School, Title I oral fluency for the young readers
reading specialist Mary Ellen Keeney because we require that they read books In all, this year’s teacher ASD Foundation
used mini-grant funding to provide aloud at home, and it also tests for educator grant program will benefit nearly
an Accelerated Reader Program comprehension skills,” says Ms. Keeney. 1,600 ASD students with innovative
educational opportunities. At West
at the third grade level. The money
went toward the purchase of grade-level West Shamokin 8th grade Environmental Hills Primary School, Melinda Rearic
appropriate books for the students, as well Science teacher Karen Risinger and a team of teachers are using their
as Accelerated Reader support and testing used her educator grant to develop an $500 grant from the ASD Foundation
materials. Previously, the program was organic gardening unit that focuses on to purchase a curriculum package on
available only in second grade at Lenape composting processes. The program is the life cycle of butterflies. Elementary
being conducted in stages, math coaches Barb Carnahan and
starting with the making of Sue Bowser have purchased geometric
the compost using three large toys to help K-6 students learn math
compost bins located just concepts. Lenape Elementary 4th grade
outside her classroom. Later teacher Dawn Zellefrow has bought
in the spring, students will organizational skills binders to teach
conduct soil tests examining students techniques for staying on top
phosphate and nitrogen levels of schoolwork. Jan Silvis is using
in both untreated soil and grant funds to develop a ninth grade
the soil containing compost. anti-bullying program at Ford City High
They will also be able select School. And mathematics learning
and grow different plants support instructor Shannon Johns has
using the composted soil. purchased GPS units to help teach math
“The program complements concepts to learning support students in
the recycling component grades 7-12 at Ford City High School.
of our curriculum and
ties into organic food Fo r m o r e i n fo r m a t i o n o n t h e
production, which is a A r m s t r o n g S c h o o l D i s t r i c t
West Shamokin eighth-graders learn about the science
fa s t - g row i n g i n d u s t r y Foundation, please visit www.
of composting. Pictured here (l-r) are: Jayna Rhine,
Sara Steighner, Tyler McEntire, and Mallori Goepfert.
today,” says Ms. Risinger. asd.k12.pa.us/asdfoundation.
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Classrooms for the Future
New Technology Grant Transforms Science Education
Great scientists of the past like Albert Einstein and Thomas
Edison may not have known a “wiki” from a whiteboard, but
for the science students of the future, access to technology in
the classroom will open up a whole new world of learning.
The Armstrong School District recently received a $413,503
“Classrooms for the Future” grant for the purchase of
a myriad of technology and equipment that will benefit more
than 2,100 ASD students in grades 7-12. The equipment, which
will be installed district-wide in early 2008, includes 432 laptop
computers and 25 interactive whiteboard units with projectors.
“Classroom for the Future” (CFF) recognizes and embraces the
need for high school reform, enabling teachers to use technology
as an effective tool for educating students, and preparing them
to compete in an expanding global marketplace. The initiative
aims to transform the way teachers teach, and how students
learn. “The technology gives teachers another powerful
instructional tool in the classroom,” explains Dr. Frank
Garritano, assistant superintendent for secondary education
and district programs. “What we are trying to do is make
instruction more meaningful and show students the relationship
between what they learn in classroom and the real world.”
ASD has established wireless access points in its buildings to
facilitate laptop use, and teacher training is ongoing. Each
science classroom in the district will now have a permanently
mounted interactive whiteboard, laptops, and other support
technology that will promote more hands-on “discovery
learning” and will enhance in-class research capabilities. “With
the laptops and Internet access, students and teachers will no
longer be limited by the four walls of the classroom,” says Rick

Burns, West
Shamokin
Jr./Sr. High
principal.
“This will
enable science
to become real
and relevant
t o m a ny o f
our students,
especially
those who are
visual learners, West Shamokin eighth grade Reading
and because of instructor Laura Breznican uses interactive
this we will be whiteboard technology in her classroom.
able to increase
rigor.” According to Mr. Burns, West Shamokin has received
a total of seven whiteboards for installation in all of its science
classrooms, which effectively doubles the number of boards that
previously existed throughout the entire grade 7-12 campus. All
four high schools in the district will be getting similar equipment.
CFF Technology coaches Donna Golab and Deb Snyder
are spearheading professional development initiatives for
the grant. All teachers using the technology are required
to complete a 30-hour course called the “Need for Change”
which examines their current teaching methods and shows
them differentiated teaching strategies that incorporate the
technology provided by the CFF grant. This new “21st Century
approach” to teaching includes using more Web sites and
related resources such as wikis, blogs, podcasts, and vodcasts.

District to Host Major Choral Festival
West Shamokin Jr./Sr. High School is pleased
to serve as this year’s host school for a threeday Pennsylvania Music Educators
Association District 3 Choral Festival.
District 3 includes 34 high schools across a six county area. Mary Catherine
Dykhouse will serve as guest conductor. Ms. Dykhouse, an accomplished soprano,
will also work with students throughout the course of the festival. According to
Cathie Reefer, choral director at West Shamokin High School, students will
arrive on February 6 and will go through an audition process to determine chairs.
Top performers will advance to Region 2 Chorus at Girard High School in March.
There are two concerts scheduled, the first of which will take place Friday, February
8, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. The second concert will be on Saturday, February 9th at 1:00 p.m.
Admission for the concerts is $3.50 for adults, and $2.50 for students and senior citizens.

District Annual Report
Available On-Line
A full-color digital file (PDF) of the
Armstrong School District’s 2006-07
Annual Report is now available
on the district’s web site: www.asd.
k12.pa.us. The report highlights
many of the distr ict’s
accomplishments
over the last
year, and is
packed full
of interesting
information
and photos.
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Armstrong Charrette Update
The “Ar mstrong Char rette” was a t hree-day
brainstorming session for the Armstrong School District
held October 17-19, 2007, at Lenape Heights Golf Course.
Approximately 60 participants attended, representing
diverse groups from the school district and community.
“Charrette” means an intensive effort to finish a project,
especially an architectural design project. The 60 participants
were charged with making a non-binding recommendation
to the Armstrong School District Board of School Directors
about how to best address the school district’s facilities given
concerns about declining enrollment, the conditions of the
district’s schools, and the burden of high taxes. Architects
from Hayes Large led the participants in a variety of
informational presentations as well as small and large group
brainstorming activities over the course of the three days. The
architects’ Facilities Master Plan report of January, 2007,
was a starting point for the entire Charrette. It identified Level
I, II, and III improvements that could be completed at eight
schools in the district. The elementary schools of Dayton,
West Hills, and Lenape were not studied because they either
recently were renovated or will soon be getting renovations.
Through the Charette process, two leading options emerged
that are being suggested to the Board of School Directors.
More detailed information about these options is available on
the district’s Web site. The complicating issues for the Board
of School Directors are the school district’s current high tax
level, the cost of the two leading options, what the residents of
Armstrong School District can afford, and what tax increases
they might or might not approve in a voter referendum.
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