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Achieve
(v.) reach or attain a desired objective, level, or result
by effort, skill, or courage
PCS believes that students of all backgrounds can thrive academically and socially. PCS provides
an extensive school-wide support network and a community of teachers, students, and families all
committed to this vision of student success. PCS makes academics a priority, fostering an environment
in which every student is oriented toward the goal of succeeding in college.

PCS’s program underscores critical thinking, verbal and written communication skills, and literacy
in STEAM—Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics.
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Maisy Russo, ’16
During Maisy ’s first sem
ester at Cabrillo College
, she found a course
of study that was unexpe
ctedly exciting. She is ma
joring in art histor y
and after graduation, wi
ll transfer to either a UC
or
somewhere out
of state. When Maisy gra
duated from PCS she wa
s set on majoring
in social ser vices because
she wanted to be a careg
iver for the elderly.
Though that dream is stil
l on her mind, she chose
art history because of
the interesting required
coursework. Whether she
becomes a caregiver
or an art historian after
college is irrelevant to he
r because she knows
she’ll apply all she learns
to her career.

“

I received a top notch education [at PCS], not only standard high school
information, but more importantly, the critical reasoning and iterative
development necessary for lifelong learning. – Nicholas Artman, ’06

1

”

Embrace
(v.) accept or support a belief, theory, or change
willingly and enthusiastically
PCS’s social environment is inclusive, respectful and diverse; students are encouraged to follow their
interests and passions and to respect the viewpoints and passions of others. This close-knit culture
fosters camaraderie and mutual respect among students, between students and teachers, and ensures
a supportive collaboration between faculty members.
Small class size—average of 20 students to 1 teacher—gives students greater access to teachers
and the opportunity to more deeply engage with fellow students.
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“

The amount of support and resources I had was unbelievable. I think the
close feeling of knowing every single one of your classmates was super
comforting. I also love the anti-bullying mentality PCS has. Some kids I have
met have complained about being victimized in [their] high school and
I just can’t relate at all, which is a blessing.
– Kelly King, ’14

”

2

Thrive
(v.) grow or develop well or vigorously
Students who possess a strong work ethic and are curious learners are a good fit for PCS’s program.
PCS’s rigorous academic program is challenging for most students, pushing them to excel to the best
of their ability and encouraging them to reach beyond what they think is possible.
All students have access to the same challenging classes including a wide variety of Advanced
Placement (AP) classes.
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Tobin Ortenblad is
currently racing cy
clocross professio
United States and
nally all over the
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the 2016 Nationa
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Asheville, North Ca
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continue to pursue
Co
llege and
a degree in mecha
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“

It was very hard and there were times where I really struggled trying
to balance bike racing and school, but every teacher went out of their
way to help me succeed in school thus enabling me to be successful
at both.
– Tobin Ortenblad, ‘13
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Inspire
(v.) fill someone with the urge or ability to do or feel something
PCS teachers are passionate and enthusiastic about the classes they teach and are eager to establish
and maintain connections with their students. Some PCS teachers have been with the school since
its founding, and some are PCS alumni.

2015 –16 PCS Management Team
Simon Fletcher

Todd Harrison

David Levy

Principal

Assistant Principal

Faculty Dean, Instructor

2015 –16 PCS Faculty
Ken Alley

Cindy Gorski

Lisa Michael

Graphic Design, Video Production

Drama

Conceptual Physics

Jessica Barbata

James Henrick

Julie Munnerlyn

History

English

History

Heather Calame

Alice Hughes

Chris Nestlerode

Music

Chorus & Drama

Science & Biology

Kelsey Cervine

Jamal Hunt

Jae Pasari

History

English

Biology

Gabriel Cohn

AnneMarie Hutchinson

Nirshan Perera

English

Spanish

English

Lindsay Cross

Jefferds Huyck

Kate Reynolds

Math

Latin

Art & Art History

Hillary Daniels

James Kelly

Andrea Roth

Study Skills & Technology

History

English

Christine DeCaporale

Emily Klein

Sara Sauceda

English

English

Spanish

Linda Dennis

William Koens

Brandon Summerrill

Special Education

Math & Computer Science

Math & Engineering

Tara Firenzi

Trung Lai

Dee Vlasak

Dance

Math

Art

Lauren Friend

Xianghao Li

John Wright

History

Chinese

Physics & Science

Randy Garrett

Annie Marshall

Math

French

Mark Gianino

Brian McGann

Chemistry

Computer Science

“

Dean Partlow
Academic & College Counselor

Katie Merchant
Special Education Coordinator,
School Psychologist

The dedication of the teachers really meant a lot to me and they continued
to be my inspiration throughout college. They taught me to dream big and
to hold myself to a high standard.
– Diana Fitts, ‘08
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“The community that my classmates and teachers formed is something I will always
be grateful for. It supported me through rigorous academics as well as the personal challenges
of adolescence, and built up my confidence as a student and a leader.”
– Rachel Sarnoff, ’12

Anisha Jain, ’17

2015–16 Girls Varsity Basketball

2015 –16 Chorus

Hailey Kittleson, ’17

2016 Spring Musical, Seussical
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Love
not the businessman and his nameless smiling wife,
picturesque
but the two women wary to hold hands in front of
their parents
not the late night love letters that he wrote in a
fervor, infatuated
but the laughter, eyes watering, cheeks red, early
morning heaving laughter that you can’t stop
not the first time you kissed the bronze boy on the
beach where you spent all your summers
but the love affair between the moon and tides,
how hard the moon pulls the sea to her
not the sculpted face and the makeup smoothed
over the bruise on her cheek that he still kisses
but the painter and her worlds that are smeared
all over her palms in yellow ochre
– Quentin Freeman, ’19
Amelia Katz, ’19

2015 –16 Orchestra

2015–16 Ultimate Frisbee Club

2015 –16 Bike Club
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Sustain
(v.) strengthen or support

Pacific Collegiate School Annual Fund Drive Donors
July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016
Heartfelt thanks to all the donors who supported Pacific Collegiate School’s 2015 –16 Annual Fund
Drive! Your continued generosity provides a stellar education to motivated students, bridging the gap
between state funding allocations and the cost of PCS’s exceptional program.
LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Gifts of $10,000 and above
Educational Consortium Institute
Reed Hastings & Patty Quillin
Brian & Roberta McGann
SCHOLARS CIRCLE
Gifts of $6,000 – $9,999
Jesse & Katherine Cox
Lee & Juliet Folger Fund
Bill Hopkins & Saengsuda Nuchai
Gerald Kvaternik & Montserrat Sanz
Dave Mulligan & Kimberly Bolin
William & Jennifer Parkin
Harshadray & Harshita Patel
Marcy Rode & Adam Doblo
Holly & Mark Schipper
Thanh Vu & Rose Tran
Doug & Alessandra Whitmore
Elise Williams
BENEFACTORS CIRCLE
Gifts of $5,000 – $5,999
Vic & Nancy Alessi
Kristin Brownstone
Jonathan Kaplan & Miranda Leung
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PARTNERS CIRCLE
Gifts of $3,000 – $4,999
Anonymous (2)
Thelmer & Patricia Aalgaard
Tracey Adams
Christen Allaman
Jennifer & Phil Allen
Jamie & Suzanne Alonzo
Walt & Nicole Anderson
Gabriela Arredondo &
William George
Steve Balbo & Debbie Hahner
Kelly & Christine Binger
Charles Bracher & Julia Etow
Jean Brodie

Café Cruz Rosticceria & Bar,
Nikki Howe & Steve Wilson
Bob & Carrie Cagle
Erin & Matthew Carter
Rajneesh & Ashish Chopra
Mark & Janelle Christensen
Ed Chun & Laurie Quick
Flavio & Christine Cornejo
Nadene Thorne Davis
Laurie & Richard deCastongrene
Shane & Katie Dowling
Edith Driscoll & Anita Natale
Bruce & Virginia Dykaar
Gar & Trelawny Eidam
Erick & Jill Ekland
Timothy Ellis & Kristen Prestridge
Jo & Grant Emeny-Smith
Scott Failor & Andi Wass
Alejandro & Asum Ferrer
Brenda & Arthur Fischer
Paul & Bonnie Friedenbach
Tracey & Peter Gannon
Sanjiv & Meena Garg
Miriam Gates
Sharon Gehringer
Sally & David Ghilarducci
Heather & Carl Glahn
John & Susana Glina
Joel & Nancy Gomez
Mark Grilli & Michelle Molfino
Josh Harrower
Matthew & Joanne Hayes
John & Rebecca Hedrick
James & Hillevi Hirano
Song & Yi-Ping Huang
Puneh Jaffarove
Jean-Marc & Rebecca Jot
Kalender-McRae Family, Bonnie
Kalender & Dana McRae
Roger & Ruth Kaspar
Molly King
Nina & Pete Kinkead

Chip & Kim Kirchner
Joanne & Niels Kisling
Tom & Janet Kittleson
Jakko Kleijnen & Lilian Teillers
David & Connie Klim
Athanasios Kottas &
Despina Kordila
Alyce & Jerry Kurz
Jens Ole & Lynn Lauridsen
Jean-Pierre LeBlanc
Eric Lechner & Kristin Dyer
Lara & Kirk Lenington
Kristin & John Lubell
Ajit Medhekar & Geeta Desai
Wolfgang & Cornelia Meier
Christina & Aaron Melgares
Thomas & Christen Morell
Kendra Nunes
Raylene Ojeda
Keith & Cheryl Otto
Alexander & Helene Payne
Ben & Mandana Popilsky
Ali Pourkeramati & Shirin Zarrabi
Celso & Consorcia Ravelo
Malcolm & Despina Rieke
Virgil Robinson & Mimish
Lesperance
Pete Rode & Maggie Ramirez
Chris Rowen & Anne Baker
Steve Salika & Diana Adamic
Michael Sambraillo
Volker Sammet
Joseph Saunders &
Cheryl Jackson-Saunders
David & Helene Scott
Lisa Segnitz
Keyoor & Nandita Shah
Buchanan Sharp & Meg Lilienthal
Tony & Debra Sloss
Gregory Smith & Erin Hackett
William Spencer & Eva Bertram
Heinrich & Sibylle Stockmanns

Deana & Tim Tanguay
Lauren & Tom Tobin
Andrea & Jeff Tolaio
Dave Vogel
Raelene Walker & Christopher Edwards
Lisa Warzecha & Kevin Watson
William & Carol Wass
Westcliff Foundation
Jennifer & Stuart White
Stan Woosley
Catherine & James Wright
Sam & Jennifer Zeszut
TRUSTEES CIRCLE
Gifts of $2,000 – $2,999
John Able
David Amadia
Janice Bridgman & Jon Ford
Mary Carney
Chris & Valri Castleman
Andrew Cohen & Denise Bellamy
Anthony Condotti & Barbara Choi
Carlos Cuturrufo & Ana Sullivan
Sher Dhillon & Nathalie Lauwerier
Lachelle & Andrew Dillon
Matt Freeman & Teresa Quadres
Jennifer & David Katinsky
George & Tara Leonard
Catharina & Steven Lindley
Peter & Isabelle Nelson in memory
of Joel C. Estes
Joe Novello & Rhonda Martyn
Doug O’Brien & Marcia Lo
Ken Olson
Anna & Pablo Pissanetzky
Jason & Gabrielle Prochaska
Matt & Laurie Radovan
Geoffrey & Jenny Rashe
Richard Rudman & Michelle Cecchini
Jane & Mark Silberstein

“

Brian & Michelle Spence
Sanjay & Madhuri Zope
ASSOCIATES CIRCLE
Gifts up to $1,999
Anonymous (2)
Elizabeth Abrams
Beth & Nicholas Abidi
Anders Brandi Construction
Jose & Anabella Antonino
Ian & Heather Babcock
Owen Babcock
Hannah & Michael Balliet
Kristin & Ryan Barrett
Angelo & Valerie Bartolotta
Trevor & Betina Baylis
Stanford Bingham & Diana Holm
Christy & Jonathan Borkowski
Sarah & Stephen Bourdow
Hector Bracamontes & Erica Madriz
Ann & John Cardoza
Chris & Sharmaine Cheleden
Sam & Sarah Clarkson
Syda & Eric Coglaiti
James & Joyce Crowley
Lisa Dallimore
Sebastian & Liz DeFrancesco
Greg & Cynthia Dolton
Romney & Priscilla Dunbar
Sheila & Brent Dunton
Bill & Jill Duran
Dynamic Press
Shahir El-Shaieb & Cecily Ruttenberg
Montrese Etienne
Fern Feldman
Celilia Ferriere & Philippe Legros
Mark & Prudy Foxx
Adrian & Jody Garsia
Greg & Khandan Giessow
Marco Ginella & Janice Coury

Sarah Glommen
Judith Greer
Nicole Grova
Scott & Kate Halverson
Meredith Hammig
Paul Haney & Brook Elliott
Christy & Blaine Harrison
Todd Harrison
Robert Heaton
Karen & Ben Huang
Steve & DeeDee Hughes
David Ilstrup
Donna Ilstrup
Kai Ingendahl
Roxana Jimenez
Corinne & Dave Kaemmerling
Jennifer Karno
Talley Kennedy
Michael & Leslie Kew
Avtar & Adishakti Khalsa
Jennifer Kurzweil
Poon Kiu Lai & Shun Lan Tang
Michael & Patricia Le Gear
Leigh-Anne Lehrman
Mary Lesnowicz
Maria Lobastov & Elfried Besch
Nancy Lobell
Nancy Lobell
Julie Lopp
Claudia MacFarland
Joseph MacFarland
Sylvia Manson
Kathryn Maurer
William McKie
Maxim & Shannon Moseley
James & Paula Neef
Nicolle Nelson
Mark & Veronica Neumann
Andrea Norred
Susan & Matthew O’Hara

PCS was just the perfect fit for me. It was hard at times, but being challenged
helped me grow. I was very prepared for college and had a vibrant social
life. Additionally, the leadership opportunities and freedom to explore
interests gave me a sense of efficacy that has contributed to my career
development.
– Cassidy Kjeldsen, ’05
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Catharine & George O’Neal
William & Erica Ow
Mike & Chris Parsa
Dean Partlow
Taica Patience & Jacob Mayberry
Scott Payne
Larry Pearson
Susan & Christopher Pearson
Josh & Linda Perkel
Leonita & Christoph Pistor
Jacob Pollock &
Maggie MacMillan
Andy Poston & Lisa Dallimore
Sue Rintoul

Jay Rorty & Lindsay Hinck
Santiago & Keiko Rossi
Mark Roths
Gunlek Ruder
Joe & Joyce Sallak
Caroline & Corey Salzman
Leslie Scanagatta
Daniel & Heather Schweikert
Jeff Shilling
Dave & Hilary Shuman
Connie & Larry Smith
Carrie Staton
Richard Stearns
Clayton Stephens

Miriam Stombler
Siegfried Storz
Joel Tarbox
Benjamin & Lilah De Vito Taylor
Nathan Tiller
Andrew & Brenda Townsend
Jenny & Jon Twaddle
Alberto Veldes Rankin
Lou Versman & Robin Belkin
Norman Watts
Thomas & Aileen Wolff
David & Laura Wood
Cristina Wooley
Jianmin & Jenny Zheng

Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this listing is accurate. If your name
has been mistakenly omitted, misspelled, or your level misidentified, please accept our apologies and contact
Paula Kenyon at paula.kenyon@pcsed.org.

Your Gifts to the Annual Fund Drive matter!
The Annual Fund Drive (AFD) raises general operating funds that close the gap between what PCS receives
from the State and what it costs to run PCS’s acclaimed program. About 15% of PCS’s income every year
comes from the AFD. A few of the important things that your AFD gifts support are:
• Small class size. Other public high schools in California have as many as 37 students in each
class. At PCS class size is capped at 24 students, with many classes ranging between 10 –16 students.
• Supportive and welcoming environment. PCS dedicates several full-time staff positions,
and a variety of special services, in support of students’ transition to, and years at, PCS.
• Visual and Performing Arts and Foreign Languages. Part of its core curriculum and
educational philosophy, PCS maintains a variety of visual and performing arts classes—music, chorus,
drama and art, and a variety of foreign languages—Spanish, Latin, Chinese, and French.
• Full time college counselor. PCS’s college counselor helps high school students and their families
strategize their college application approach, navigate the college admissions process, and find the
best fit for PCS graduates.
• Salary increases for faculty and staff. In 2016, the PCS Board of Directors and the PCS
Administration worked together to add $300,000 to salaries—the best way to recruit and retain
qualified and beloved teachers and staff.
• Rent payments. Charter schools, unlike traditional public schools, do not by law have equal
access to facilities or facilities funding, and must pay for facilities with general operating funds.
While the Pacific Collegiate Foundation owns the new building, PCS pays annual rent payments
equal to the Foundation’s annual loan payment (the balance capital campaign fundraising did not
cover). The annual payment on the new site is nearly the same as our former annual rent payment
on the Natural Bridges site.
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Special thanks to the PCS Parent Volunteer Association for its enthusiastic support!
In 2015 –16 parents donated 15,000 volunteer hours, the equivalent of $375,000, helping PCS in the
following ways: school move, office support, campus safety, dance chaperones, set builders, lunch sales,
student club leaders, and by hosting events including Welcome Back BBQ, Grandparents Day, Teacher/Staff
Appreciation lunches, the annual auction event BASH, and Parent Education Forums. The PVA also provided
$35,000 for student needs in 2015 –16.

Connie Smith, PCS Board President
“The PCS Board of Directors and the PCS Administrative Team, guided
by the PCS Mission and Vision and 2015–20 Strategic Plan, are
committed to ensuring an outstanding education experience for all
PCS students.”

Simon Fletcher, PCS Principal
“We want to thank the entire PCS community for coming together
to make PCS’s mission and vision a huge success. It takes all of
us—teachers, students, board members, administration, parents
and families—to achieve, embrace, thrive, inspire and sustain!”

2015–16 Financial Statement
Annual Revenue ($)
Federal
State (Secondary ADA funds, Lottery, Special Ed)
Local (Primary ADA funds, interest)
Annual Fund Drive
Grant for New Furniture
Transfer from Reserves
TOTAL INCOME

Annual Expenses ($)
32,870
2,063,898
2,536,363
654,142
100,000
151,885
$5,506,288

Salaries and Benefits
Books, Supplies and Materials
Professional Development Dues,
and Insurance
Operations and Housekeeping
Rent / Repairs and Maintenance
Special Ed Expenses
Contracts and Services
County Office of Education Fees
Capital Purchases
TOTAL EXPENSES

3,104,917
653,808
145,036
268,777
367,996
321,750
327,687
60,449
244,864
$5,495,283

2015–16 Functional Expenses
Total School Expenses
Operational
Expenses
16%
Program
Expenses
84%

Program Expenses

Salaries &
Benefits
70%
Other*

30%

* Includes Repairs, Rent,
Maintenance, Books, Supplies,
Professional Development,
Dues, Housekeeping and
Services
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MISSION
Pacific Collegiate School’s mission is to provide exemplary, standards-based college preparatory and fine
arts education for public middle and high school students. Our vision is to offer any student the same
quality of education offered by the most academically distinguished schools in California. Our graduates
will be prepared to enter and thrive at the world’s finest colleges and universities.

VISION
In addition to a core college preparatory curriculum, Pacific Collegiate School will emphasize international,
cross-cultural, and technological education in order to prepare graduates for life in the 21st Century. Pacific
Collegiate students will be introduced to the rich variety of world cultures and become fluent in at least
one foreign language. They will become proficient in the basic information technologies essential for
cultural literacy in the 21st Century. Our program is rooted in the belief that most students, not just a few,
are capable of a demanding, rigorous and relevant high school education.

PROFILE
Pacific Collegiate School (PCS), founded in 1999 by parents and educators seeking an alternative in public
school education, currently serves 525 students at its new campus, 3004 Mission Street, on Santa Cruz’s
Westside. PCS partners with other schools and organizations for off-site use of athletic and performing
arts facilities.
Pacific Collegiate School is an independent public charter school open to any student in 7th through 12th
grade seeking a rigorous college preparatory education. PCS has earned high honors for its outstanding
program and has consistently ranked among the top public schools in California and the nation.
Admission to PCS is through a public, random lottery, as required by California law. There are only two
requirements to enter PCS’s lottery: 1. Fill out an application and 2. Attend a pre-lottery information session.
There are no student admission tests, tuition, fees of any kind, or other requirements except the two above.
PCS runs a first-to-college admissions lottery that allocates 12% of 7th grade seats for students who will
be the first in their family to attend college. This lottery occurs prior to the main lottery; anyone not chosen
in the first-to-college lottery is then entered in the main lottery as well.
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