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The Paw Print
Keeping Up With the Pack!

In this Issue
• Pop Culture Christmas Picks!
• DIY Christmas gift ideas
• Fall Drama Recap
• Christmas cookies recipes
• Christmas Card Project for
Jacob Thompson

Quote of the Month:
“Spread love everywhere
you go. Let no one ever
come to you without
leaving happier”.

Freshman Toy Drive
Christmas time is the season of giving. What better way to give
than to donate to the Annual ICHS Toy Drive? This year we are striving to
put smiles on the faces of the children at the New York Presbyterian
Hospital. The freshman class has been tasked with bringing in toys for
boys or girls with ages ranging from an infant to 18 years old. Even though
this is the Freshman Toy Drive, upperclassmen are still welcomed and
encouraged to help. We are requesting gift cards to various establishments
from the upperclassmen to help support the families of the children in the
hospital. Toys and gift cards are being collected in Miss Lisi’s room and the
pile just keeps getting bigger! It’s not too late for you to help if you haven’t
already, they aren’t due until December 13th. The annual gift wrapping
party for the freshman, which will include cookies, juice, and Christmas
music, will be held on December 15th. During this festive party, the
freshman class will work together to prepare the toys for delivery to the
hospital. If you haven’t donated to this cause already, there’s no better time
than now to spread the holiday spirit!

- Mother Teresa

Right: This year, the class of 2021 is holding
their annual toy drive for children who are in
the hospital and aren’t able to receive any toys.
The requirements are simply to bring in a new,
unwrapped toy to Ms. Lisi and your present will
be given to one lucky little boy or girl.

Toys in
Ms.
Lisi’s
room!
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Fall Drama: The Cast and Crew Killed It
This year, the ICHS Drama Department presented the play Murder’s In The Heir, an audience
interactive, murder mystery comedy. Each of the heirs to a billionaire, Agatha Starkweather, had great means and
the motive to do away with her, as playgoers soon learned. Mrs. Starkweather gathers her family and servants to
announce the contents of her will. Her lawyer, Lois Van Zandt, reveals that she has given over a million dollars
each to her befuddled niece Fiona, Fiona’s wicked daughter Jordan, her great-niece Paula Thompson, her
granddaughter Agatha III, and her many household servants. However, there is a catch: Lois and a detective,
Mary Columbo, revealed that within hours, the will would become invalid, and Mrs. Starkweather had decided
to use her money in order to clone herself. The biggest shock of all is that the mother of this clone will be none
other than Kathy Collins, Mrs. Starkweather’s secretary. Of course, the rejected heirs’ reactions ranged from
absolute fury to complete confusion, and eyebrows were raised as they were seen roaming the old mansion
carrying items such as an ax, a wrench, deadly pills, and a gun. Suddenly, the lights go out, and Agatha is
discovered to be murdered. Agatha III, who arrived after the crime was committed, becomes determined to
find her grandmother’s killer, with the help of Ms. Columbo. Almost every character had the potential to be the
killer, and during intermission, it was up to the audience to decide.
The audience practically died of laughter by the end of the show. Many onlookers are still talking about
how impressive the performance was and are looking forward to the spring musical, 42nd Street. The cast and
crew are also very excited to have another opportunity to work together before the seniors graduate. The
actresses and the people behind the scenes came together over the
last few months and formed bonds that will last a lifetime. The
theater is known for creating a sense of family and that is certainly
what happened here at Immaculate Conception.
Who Killed Agatha Starkweather?
On November 17, the audience chose Rufus Jones, played
by Isabelle Campbell, to be the killer. Those attending on
November 18 most suspected Fiona Starkweather, played by
Denise King. Rufus was also chosen at the Thursday matinee
performance, and Jordan Starkweather, played by Isabella
Percontino, was selected at the final dress rehearsal by parents of
the performers.
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Thanksgiving Food Drive
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On November 18th, Seniors Adrianna Braid, Gabriella Cano, Hannah Sancilio, and Jennifer Single
accompanied Mr. Azzolino and Mr. Ward to the Grace United Methodist Church in Kearny to deliver
our Thanksgiving Food Drive collection. Throughout November, each homeroom collected food items
such as canned vegetables and corn bread mix to accommodate a family’s Thanksgiving meal. In
addition, ICHS also donated a turkey to each basket.
There were a few grateful families at the church who graciously greeted the students and thanked
IC for our contribution. This goes to show that while each individual’s donation may seem menial, the
collective impact you can make with even simple acts of kindness can positively influence members of
our community. Traditions such as this that reflect IC’s core values are what diﬀerentiate us from other
schools. Our student body is accustomed to doing good, and our value for human dignity doesn’t go
unnoticed.

Club of the Month: Glam Club
Attention All Beauty Gurus!
If you need advice on which nail polish matches your IC headband, or maybe you’re
looking for a new way to style your hair, I suggest joining the Glam Club! With nearly 30 students
that have already joined, the glam club is one of the newest, most fashionable extracurricular
activities at Immaculate. Whether it’s hair, makeup, or really anything that falls under the category
of beauty, Mrs Ross does a fantastic job at gathering all of IC’s beauty gurus to collaborate and share
their one-of-a-kind tips for looking your best. The glam club is easily one of the most unique clubs
at school, as they encourage students to embrace their natural beauty as well. Next time you need
advice on getting the perfect winged eyeliner, stop by the glam club; Mrs Ross and her
knowledgeable makeup experts will be happy to help!
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Senior Tree Decorating
On Friday, December 1st, the
Immaculate Conception Senior class gathered
in the foyer for the annual decorating of the
Christmas Tree. Each senior received an
ornament, a small penguin wearing ice skates,
with their name written on it. The tree was
adorned with these personalized ornaments as
well as a string of lights, shiny Christmas
baubles, and sparkling “icicles”. The seniors
also enjoyed an array of refreshments, thanks
to the Alumni Association, including a variety
of cookies and hot chocolate with whipped
cream. Some students even got creative and
put the whipped cream directly onto the
cookies! The Class of 2018 continued one of
the most beloved ICHS traditions. The tree
looks beautiful and it was a great start to the
Christmas season.

December 2017

Christmas Tree Blessing/
Vocal Concert
The vocal ensemble performed at the
yearly ICHS blessing of the Christmas tree and
sung their hearts out at their concert, and raving
reviews from the parents and staﬀ have not yet
come to a halt! With a wondrous blessing of the
Christmas tree and angelic singing, there is no
better way to get into the Christmas spirit! With
songs like A Pentatonix Christmas Medley, It’s
Beginning to Look a lot Like Christmas, and the
annual alumni song, Can You hear What I Hear, it
was a beautiful Christmas concert. The long
weeks of rehearsal that the ICHS vocal ensemble
put in with the music director, Micheal Wada,
definitely payed oﬀ. Congratulations to Mr. Wada
and all of the Immaculate Conception vocal
ensemble girls, and a special thank you to
everyone supported them on Sunday evening.
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Christmas Cards for Jacob
Jacob Thompson was a nine year old boy who was diagnosed with Stage 4 high-risk neuroblastoma, a
trove of brain cancer, in 2014. After battling for years, Jacob’s doctors told him he only had a month to
live in October. With this news, Jacob had one last wish for his last month: to celebrate one last
Christmas. Jacob’s family began to celebrate early this years and asked people to send Jacob Christmas
cards to get him in the spirit. When I.C. heard of this touching story, they knew they had to make cards
for Jacob. The project was started by the art club, which is run by Mr. Baretto. This then expanded to a
school-wide project. Students handmade Christmas cards with messages to Jacob in them in hopes to
make Jacob’s early Christmas his best one yet!
Sadly, on Sunday, November 19, Jacob Thompson passed away. I.C.’s cards did not reach Jacob in
time. Mr. Baretto still mailed all the cards to the hospital Jacob was being treated at and asked if they
would be passed on to Jacob’s loved ones. Jacob’s family sends thank you’s to everyone around the world
who sent a card, and they hope to raise awareness for neuroblastoma.
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December Horoscopes
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Aries– December will be action-packed for you. You will feel very outgoing and will have multiple
opportunities this month.
Taurus– this month, you will be extremely busy. Make sure you take some time to relax!
Gemini– this month you will spend a lot of time evaluating your relationships. This will help you
know who to trust.
Cancer– People may ask you for many favors this month. Try not to take on too much and
remember to focus on yourself.
Leo– this month will be packed for you and it may feel like you are constantly moving. Try to keep
calm, you’ll get through it.
Virgo– some romance might come your way this month! Try to enjoy yourself a little!
Libra– this month, you might feel misunderstood and out of place. Always remember that each
day gets better!
Scorpio– you may have a lot of tasks this month. Try to stay prepared and remember to stay
grounded!
Sagittarius– this month, you will feel very energized and up for just about anything! Enjoy
yourself!
Capricorn– this December, you may feel like you are constantly trying to catch up with everyone
else. Pace yourself, you’ll get there.
Aquarius– this month, you will be in your social element. You will find yourself constantly talking
and will be very excited.
Pisces– this December may seem a bit like an obstacle course for
you. Just remember to keep pushing through
and everything will fall into place.
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Christmas Edition
It’s finally that time of the year! Christmas is upon us and the jolliness that comes with it is spreading like
a tinsel-fueled wildfire. Now it’s time to put on your favorite fuzzy socks, turn on the yule log channel, and read
all about what’s poppin’ in Christmas pop culture!
The Paw Print’s Christmas Playlist
Some music fades out of popularity as time goes on, but our love for Christmas music seems to never change.
Here are some classics and some modern bops that will get you in the holiday spirit!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All I Want For Christmas Is You - Mariah Carey
Feliz Navidad - Jose Feliciano
A Pentatonix Christmas (Medley) Pentatonix
Santa Tell Me - Ariana Grande
My Grown Up Christmas List Kelly Clarkson
Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree
- Lee “Scratch” Perry
Last Christmas - Wham!
Christmas (Baby Please Come
Home) - Darlene Love
12 Days Of Christmas - Original
Artist Unknown
Underneath The Tree - Kelly Clarkson

The Paw Print’s Christmas Movie Marathon
Movies are a quintessential part of our culture and there are certainly many movies that focus on
Christmas time. In fact, Hallmark has a whole channel dedicated to their Christmas movies. Here are some
Christmas movies that the whole family can enjoy!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Muppet Christmas Carol (1992)
Elf (2003)
It’s A Wonderful Life (1946)
Home Alone (1990)
A Christmas Story (1983)
National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation (1989)
The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993)
Dr. Seuss’ How The Grinch Stole Christmas (2000)

•

A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965)

•

Arthur Christmas (2011)
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December Events
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1- Senior Christmas Tree Decorating 2:30
1- Senior Gift Drive Dress Down Day $2
3- Christmas Tree Blessing and Concert 6pm
8- Feast of Immaculate Conception
8- Junior Ring Day (Morning Activity Schedule)
12- Activity Day (Clubs)
13- Winter Sports Pep Rally (Afternoon Activity)
15- $2 Dress Down (Zsofia)
15- 1pm Dismissal for Students
20- College Alumnae Breakfast
20- Noon Dismissal (Christmas Prayer Service)
December 21- January 2 Christmas Break!
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DIY Christmas Gifts
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JOY Ornament
Materials:
•
J,O,Y wooden letters
•
Red acrylic paint
•
Green yarn
•
Hot glue
•
Small red bow
•
Gems (any color)
•
Small cardstock strips
•
Red ribbon
Steps:
1. Paint wooden letters J and Y with red acrylic paint
2. Wrap a wooden letter O with green yarn: use hot glue to secure
ends and attach a small bow and gems
3. To attach letters, arrange them face down, then hot glue small cardstock strips from one letter to the next
4. To hang, hot glue a loop of red ribbon to the back of the letter O

Hot Chocolate Kit
Supplies
•
3 bottles or tubes (three bottles makes
one kit)
•
glue or glue dots
•
ribbon or twine
•
rubber bands
•
ornaments or decorations
Hot Cocoa Kit Ingredients
•
Hot Cocoa Mix – you can buy store
bought packets, or make your own
•
Mini Marshmallows
•
Candy
•
Peppermint Balls or Sticks – you could
also use candy canes and crush them
Instructions
1. Wash the bottles first, the dish washer is
best so they are sterilized
2. Fill the bottles. Put hot chocolate mix in one, mini marshmallows in another, and any type of candy you’d
like in the third one.
3. Rubber band the three bottles together and wrap a ribbon around to cover the rubber band
4. Add any extra decorations you’d like!
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Wooden Christmas Clock
Materials:
•
1x6 8' board
•
Clock hand (can be from Hobby Lobby or Michael’s)
•
1x2 or 1x3 for back, 2 pieces cut at 14 inches
•
Wood glue and nail gun or screws
•
Sander
•
Stain and paint (I used DecoArt White color stain
and Minwax Dark Walnut)
•
Number and snowflake cut outs or stencils
•
Mod podge for cut outs
•
Felt
•
Hot glue
•
Paper pieces for day activities
•

D-ring hook

STEPS:
1. First measure the size of your hand. It was a little over 9". Double that to get the minimum circumference
of my circle. Add a couple of inches on each side for room for the numbers, to get 22".
2. Cut it to 1x6's to 22". This then measured a square at 22" on each side
3. Take a pen and attached it to some ribbon/string. I found the center of the piece and tacked the ribbon in
the middle then circled the pen around the entire thing to create a circle.
4. Next was securing the pieces together. Use your 14" 1x2s, glue them down and then secured them with a
nail gun. You can also use screws if you want.
5.
Take a jigsaw and cut around the circle.
6.
Sand the edges
7. Paint and stain it, when it is dry, then cut out a snowflake and used white paint to stencil it onto the
center of the circle.
8.
Also cut out some numbers I used mod podge to secure them on. Placed 13 in the middle at the bottom
and go up on both sides from there to get equal numbers and spacing. End the 25 and 1 on the ends of the
outside boards in order to leave room for the Christmas in the middle.
9.
Cut out Christmas using Sacramento font and mod podge it also.
10. To finish the piece up, use a black screw that fit into the center of my clock hand and then screw it into
the very center of the piece. A little tight, but loose enough to let the hand move.
11. As for the fun little things to do each day, glue some felt onto the back of each number leaving the outer
side open.
12. Then cut some paper and write small little things to do on them and placed them inside the felt.
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Dark Chocolate Candy Cane Cookies
Ingredients:
•

2 cups all-purpose flour

•

1/4 cup Dutch-processed cocoa sifted

•

1/4 cup black cocoa powder sifted

•

1 tsp baking soda

•

1/2 tsp sea salt

•

1 cup unsalted butter room temperature

•

1/2 cup granulated sugar

•

1 cup light-brown sugar packed

•

2 large eggs room temperature

•

1 tsp peppermint extract optional

•

1 bag Bright White Candy Melts or white
chocolate, melted

•

crushed candy canes

Instructions:
1.

In a medium bowl, whisk together flour,
cocoa powders, baking soda, and salt. Set
aside.

2.

In the bowl of a stand mixer, beat butter
and sugars on med-high until light and
fluﬀy (approx. 2-3mins). Reduce speed
and add egg and peppermint extract.
Beat until well combined. Add flour
mixture and mix until just combined.

3.

Chill dough for at least 1 hour or
overnight.

4.

Preheat oven to 350°F and line baking sheets with parchment paper or silicone mats.

5.

Using a medium cookie scoop, portion dough onto baking sheet (I did 9 cookies per sheet). Bake for
approximately 10 mins, or until the middle is set. Cookies will deflate and crinkle a bit upon cooling.

6.

Cool on pans for 5 mins then transfer to a wire rack to cool completely.

7.

Dip in melted candy melts or white chocolate, place on a parchment lined baking sheet and sprinkle with
crushed candy canes. Allow to set.
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Gingerbread Cookies

Royal Icing Recipe:

Ingredients
•
2-1/4 cups flour
•
1 teaspoon baking powder
•
¼ teaspoon baking soda
•
¼ teaspoon salt
•
2 teaspoons ground ginger
•
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
•
½ teaspoon ground cloves
•
1 stick (1/2 cup) butter, softened
•
1-2/3 cups dark brown sugar
•
1 egg
•
½ cup molasses
•
Sprinkles to decorate

• 2 large egg whites or 5 tbsp meringue powder

Instructions
1. In a small bowl, add flour, baking powder,
baking soda, salt and spices. Mix well to
combine and set aside.
2. Mix butter and brown sugar until well blended.
This may take a bit but mashing the butter
and the sugar together with the back of the
spoon works well. Add egg and mix well. Stir in
molasses. Add flour and mix until just
combined.
3. Place dough onto a piece of plastic wrap and
wrap tightly. Refrigerate for 2-4 hours.
4. Preheat oven to 375 and line a baking pan with
parchment paper. Break oﬀ ¼ of the dough
and return the remaining to the refrigerator.
5. Place dough onto a lightly floured surface and

6.
7.

• 2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice or 1 teaspoon
• vanilla extract
• 3 cups confectioners' sugar, sifted
• Food coloring, if desired
Instructions:
1. With a hand mixer, beat the egg whites with the
lemon juice or extract until frothy.
2. Add the sifted powdered sugar and beat on low
speed until combined, smooth, and shiny. Turn
to high and beat approximately 5 minutes till
stiﬀ and glossy.
3. Add food coloring, if desired, and transfer to a
pasty bag to pipe onto cookies.

using a rolling pin, roll to ⅛" thickness. Use
cookie cutters to cut dough and place onto
prepared pan. Bake for 7-9 minutes or until
they are set.
Remove from oven and let cool on pan for 1
minute. Transfer to a cooling rack to cool completely before frosting.
To frost: Cut the tip of the icing bag and pipe designs onto the cookies. Decorate with sprinkles and
jimmies. Let set to harden
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