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Let’s set the pace
GO ROADRUNNERS!

Drawing Strength from One Another
Author Unknown
One of the wonders of the world is the Redwood Forest in
California. Some of those trees are the oldest, largest, and tallest
living things in all the world. Some of the trees are more than three
hundred feet tall and more than twenty-five hundred years old. These
trees have weathered the ravages of time, holding up against all the
combative elements (except humans). They stand tall in spite of
opposing forces.
When we think about how something so large and so old can
survive, we might first guess that the trees must have a deep, farreaching root system. However, studies have found that the redwood
has shallow roots. How do they grow so large, and stand so long,
against weather, disease, and time? The redwood's root system is
shallow, but the roots of each tree grow out, and around, and are
interwoven with other redwoods growing close around. They stand
together; they help support each other. When wind, and hail, and
upheaval threaten, no tree stands alone, but rather each tree is
strengthened and supported by others. Each is needed for the
support of the grove.
The redwoods provide a fitting image for humans living in
community. The individual person may be able to stand against a little
or a lot of difficulty, but the individual can cope with more if the
individual can feel the presence and support of others. For survival,
each individual benefits from the strength and support of others.
We as the Camino Grove community, parents, teachers, and staff,
provide an intricate root system that helps ground and support our
children. May we continue to work together to build a nurturing
environment that helps students grow strong and tall academically,
socially, and emotionally.
Have a Wonderful Holiday Season,
Mrs. Popovich

Principal‘s Message

Pg. 1

PTA President’s Message

Pg. 2

PTA News

Pg. 3

School News

Pg. 7

Classroom News

Pg. 8

Calendar of Events


Dec. 21 – Winter Holiday Class party



Dec. 24 – Jan 4 – Winter Vacation



Jan. 14 – PTA Meeting at 9:00 am



Jan. 21 – MLK Holiday – NO SCHOOL

Message from our PTA President, Jen Aston

Dear Camino Grove Parents and Families,

PTA Board Members 2012-2013

Wow, what a crazy Fall! Thank you for all your support this
season. Our Restaurant Nights, Trunk or Treat, Book Fair,
Fresh and Easy Night and your Direct Donations were all a huge
success. We are so blessed to have each and every one of you
support our PTA.
A few reminders as we go into the holiday season:
1. PTA is selling $10 and $20 Dave and Busters power
cards until DECEMBER 19th. 50% of the sales go back to
Camino Grove. These make great gifts and a great way
to support our school! Look for the flyer sent home or
through our subscribed email (stay connected). There
are also extra copies in the office or just email me at
jenaston@me.com and I will help you out.
2. Please remember to save all your SANTA ANITA MALL
receipts. For every dollar you spend at the mall, Camino
Grove gets credit back at the end of the school year. Last
year, we used the money to buy playground balls. There
is a drop box in the office or you can visit the concierge at
the mall. You can simply send your receipts in an
envelope with your child and your teacher will deliver
them to the office. It’s as easy as that!
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PTA MEETINGS – 2013
January 14 – 9:00 am TBD
February 11 – 6:15 pm TBD
March 11 – 9:00 am TBD
April 8 – 6:15 pm TBD
May 13 – 9:00 am TBD

3. Please remember to save all your FRESH AND EASY
receipts for $20 or more. For every $20 you spend at
Fresh and Easy, Camino Grove gets $1 back. There is
another drop box located in the office or simply send your
receipts in an envelope with your child and your teacher
will deliver the receipts to the office.
Thank you again for a fantastic Fall! All our programs were a
great success. The fundraising events have started to open
funds for field trip transportation, teacher grants and school
supplies for every class. Congratulations, parents, job well
done! Happy Holidays!!!
Sincerely,
Jen Aston
Camino Grove PTA President
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PTA News
CPK Night

VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH
Every month PTA honors one of our many volunteers.
He/she receives an AMC gift card and a special parking
space to use during the month.

For the month of November 2012
PTA is happy to honor 2 volunteers:

Regina Shay & Ann Olsen

On November 1st, Camino Grove
families and friends came out to PTA’s
fundraiser at California Pizza Kitchen
(CPK). Whether families chose to dinein or take-out, 20% of the sales went
to the Camino Grove PTA. In total,
Camino Grove brought in $507.56 —
money that ultimately benefits our
kids. Thanks for your support! Keep
an eye out for other future restaurant
fundraisers!

Regina Shay is the PTA Vice President overseeing
Programs. She did a fantastic job organizing and
executing the most successful Trunk or Treat. Her
tremendous organizational skills and creativity
allowed the Camino Grove families to enjoy a very
memorable night. Although Regina was crazy
busy with Trunk or Treat, she also volunteered to
help create some of the PTA flyers you see come
home. She is truly talented! Regina is busy with
two children and is pregnant with number three.
We thank you for all that you give to Camino Grove
during this crazy time in your life!
Ann Olsen is the Recording Secretary for the PTA.
She ensures our meetings are documented
accurately, and she is also an amazing Book Fair
Chairperson. Ann worked through the summer and
into the fall organizing one of our most successful
Book Fairs. She worked closely with the vendor
and organized/trained all the volunteers. Many
volunteers were needed every hour the Book Fair
was open as cashiers, stockers, security….Ann did
all this while juggling her beautiful triplet girls at
home. Great job, Ann, and thank you from Camino
Grove!
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Fresh & Easy Shopping Night
One way to raise funds for Camino
Grove is by supporting Fresh & Easy.
Since September 12, Camino Grove has
been participating in the Shop for Schools
program. From now through December
31, we are collecting Fresh & Easy receipts
totaling $20 or more. (A receipt of $19.99
does not count!) Please drop off your
receipts in the Fresh & Easy box in the
school office.
One component of the Shop for
Schools program is Shopping Night. This
year’s event took place on November 8.
At Shopping Night, 5% of the Fresh & Easy
store’s sales are donated to the PTA. We
earned $356.09! This will be combined
with the $1 we receive for each $20 Fresh
& Easy receipt collected. (Thus, if we
submit a $60 receipt, we get $3!)
We had a nice turnout of teachers!
Mrs. Conroy, Ms. Hang, Mrs. Giammalva,
Mrs. Tallon, and Mrs. Popovich were
there to help bag groceries for
customers. They had fun talking to
shoppers and seeing some of their
favorite students (and parents)!
Thank you for all of your support!
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PTA News
Reflections
The National PTA Reflections program encourages students to explore the arts and
express themselves by giving positive recognition for their artistic efforts. There are six
categories – visual art, literature, music composition, photography, dance choreography,
and film production.
A little over 30 students from Camino Grove participated in the Reflections contest this
year. The theme was: The Magic of a Moment.
These are the 5 council winners.
Joseph Wong – Third place in Primary Music Composition
Joshua Sujo – Second place in Primary Photography
Meredith Halweg – Third place in Intermediate Photography
Wesley Chen – Third place in Primary Visual Arts
Ryann Russell – Third place in Intermediate Visual Arts
Visual arts entries will be displayed in the Camino Grove library.

Arcadia Service Organizations – Info from the PTA Meeting
Arcadia Welfare and Thrift Shop -- 323 N. First Avenue, Arcadia.
Arcadia Welfare and Thrift just celebrated its 80th anniversary. AWT uses the profits from its thrift
store to purchase food and pay utility bills for families in need. AUSD schools take turns hosting
food drives to stock the pantry at AWT. Camino Grove will have their drive in February. Donations
of clothing, household items, etc. are always welcomed. AWT also needs travel size toiletries,
especially shampoo and toothpaste to give to the homeless. Can openers and sleeping bags are
also needed. If you would like more information on how you can help, please contact Adriana
Sybinga at 626-447-6864.
Operation School Bell -- 12 Alta Street, Arcadia.
Operation School Bell is a charitable project of the Assistance League of Arcadia. They have a
thrift store called the Bargain Box at 64 E. Live Oak Avenue, Arcadia. The profits from the store are
used to purchase new uniforms and school supplies for children in Arcadia, Duarte, Monrovia and
neighboring communities. They serve several thousand students a year. AUSD students are
driven to the center by volunteers, and each child receives 3 tops, 2 bottoms, underwear, 6 pairs of
socks, backpack, sneakers, one new jacket, one gently used jacket, school supplies and a coupon
to use to purchase play clothes at the Bargain Box. Items that are not claimed from the school Lost
and Found are donated to the Bargain Box.
Arcadia Child Health Council -- 376 W. Huntington Drive, Arcadia.
The Arcadia Child Health Council was founded to provide AUSD students with proper medical care
by partnering with local doctors, dentists, and counselors for reduced prices on an emergency basis
or for ongoing services. The council partners with the Lions Club who helps provide eye exams
and glasses.
Camino Grove Elementary School
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PTA News
Trunk-or-Treat
On October 25, Camino Grove held its second annual Trunk-or-Treat Family Fun Night!
Last year many people were wondering, “What is Trunk-or-Treat?!” This year it seemed like
everyone knew and spread the word to their families and friends! We had almost 300
children come through our welcome table -- almost 4 times as many as last year! It was
definitely an evening filled with fun and excitement. Craft tables were set up in the MultiPurpose Room, where children could decorate a treat bag, make a paper plate pumpkin
face, do a coloring page, or make a spooky frame. Families were also encouraged to
peruse books in Mrs. Nelson’s Book Fair. The most fun part took place in the parking lot –
TRUNK-OR-TREAT! We had around 18 families and staff members volunteer to decorate
their car trunks and hand out candy and/or play games. This year, each child was given a
Trunk-or-Treat pass which they used to visit each trunk once. As they went from trunk to
trunk, their pass was marked off, and they were able to turn in a completed pass for a sticky
prize – Spider Web Cotton Candy! It was wonderful to see all the kids dressed up in their
costumes, and it was great to see families spending quality time with each other and making
lifelong memories. Hopefully, there’ll be many more Trunk-or-Treat nights to come at
Camino Grove for everyone to enjoy!
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PTA News
November/December’s
SCRIP Promotion

Power Card Fun–Raiser
Buy Power Cards in $10 or $20
denominations and a
WHOPPING 50% of the sales
go back to Camino Grove!

You can purchase SCRIP in the office Monday
– Friday, 7:30 am – 4:00 pm.
For every $100.00 you spend between 11/1/12
– 12/14/12, you will be entered into a drawing
to receive $40 of the scrip of your choice.

Power Card sales will be
accepted until December 17.
See flyer for details.

During the week of 12/17/12 -12/21/12, for
every $50 you spend your student will receive a
Front of the Line Lunch Pass!

Thanks for your support!
Also, just until Winter Break, there is a limited
quantity of $5 Starbuck’s gift cards available
for purchase.

Scrip makes a great holiday gift!

PTA Calendar of Events
Office Depot is taking care of
education!

NOVEMBER
15 -Dec 17 -- Dave & Busters Power Card Sale
19-23 – Thanksgiving Vacation
30 (Friday) – Minimum Day

Every time you shop at Office Depot,
please ask that your purchase be
credited to Camino Grove. We receive
credits equal to 5% of your qualifying
purchases to use for free school
supplies when you do this!
Camino Grove’s ID Number is:
70005674

DECEMBER
21 (Friday) – Winter Holiday Class Party

If you don’t have this number when you
are shopping, just give the clerk our
school’s name and they will look it up
and give us credit. Thanks so much for
your support of Camino Grove!

24-January 4 – Winter Vacation
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School News
Important Information from our
Health Office

Counselor’s Column
My name is Linda Kuchmecki, and I am the Interim
School Counselor while Mrs. Tran is on maternity
leave. It’s a pleasure to work at Camino Grove
Elementary School and be a part of such a
wonderful school and community!

For the safety and well being of all of our
students and faculty, please adhere to
the following policies regarding illness.

As a School Counselor, my primary responsibility is
to promote the academic, personal, and social
development of all students. My hope is that our
counseling program will help students to reach their
fullest potential, enabling them to be a force for
positive change in the world around them.
I meet with students individually and in small groups
to help them better handle any difficulties, changes,
and challenges they may be facing. Students are
referred to me by teachers, parents, Mrs. Popovich,
and some take the initiative to find me themselves! I
also provide classroom lessons, meet with parents,
collaborate with teachers and staff, and consult with
community organizations to benefit and meet the
needs of all Camino Grove students and families.
Please contact me if you would like me to meet with
your child for any reason. I look forward to meeting
you and getting to know you and your children!
Here are some ways to help with your child’s
homework:
1. Check your child’s agenda and make sure they’re
writing their assignments down and placing a check
next to completed assignments.
2. Ask to see your child’s homework, even if they
say it’s done.
3. Help your child study. Quiz your child after they
study and review their notes.
4. Help your child break down larger assignments
into smaller more manageable pieces to avoid doing
an entire project the night before it is due.
5. Be consistent with your involvement and help your
child create a homework routine.
Please feel free to contact me by phone at
(626) 821-8353 ext. 5353 or e-mail at
lkuchmecki@ausd.net with any questions or
concerns you may have.
Camino Grove Elementary School
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School and district policy
indicates that if a child has a
fever, parents should keep
them at home for 24 hours after
his/her temperature has
returned to normal without the
use of medicine.



When a student has been
diagnosed with a contagious
condition such as chicken pox or
head lice, parents are required to
notify the school nurse in the
health office as soon as possible.



If your child is sick, please do not
bring him/her to school to pick up
work, or to let us know of the
absence. When this happens,
every person the student comes
in contact with is potentially
infected. Please call in the
absence and send someone else
into the office to pick up the work
if you have requested it.



If your child is sick for 5 days or
more, they must have a doctor’s
readmittance note and be
checked in through the school
office prior to returning to their
classroom.

Should you have any questions or
concerns about this information, please
do not hesitate to contact our school
office.

v
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Classroom News

Mrs. Chia
Third Grade

Congratulations to the upper grade winners of the Red Ribbon
Week Poster Contest!
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