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• 7th Annual Alumni Week

• Lady Royals State 2A
Sportsmanship Trophy
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7th ANNUAL ALUMNI APPRECIATION WEEK

The annual PCS Alumni Basketball Tournament on January 14, 2012, was a fantastic event.
Thirty players arrived before 9:00 a.m. to play some great basketball, compete like old times,
and laugh with friends and fellow alumni. Congratulations to the Cream Team from the classes
of 2000–2003, the 2012 PC Alumni Champions. (See story on page 19.)

Lady Royals 6th at State,
Awarded Sportsmanship Trophy
(See story on page 14.)

Tom West (1971)
Coach of the Year

Portland Christian
Schools girls varsity
basketball coach and
assistant boys basketball coach was honored
publicly at an awards
ceremony on January
26, 2012 at Multnomah University. (See
story on page 8.)

• News from Missionaries

• Featuring Outstanding
Alumni:
Jason Overstreet (1992)
Tony Carlston (1999)
Tom West (1971)
Andrew (2004) & Brian
(2007) Svenhaug

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 11, 2012:
May 30, 2012:
June 8, 2012:
June 9, 2012:
		
		

6:00 p.m. Annual Fundraiser, Sheraton Airport Hotel
1:30 p.m. Senior Mothers Tea, PCHS Cafeteria (alumni sponsored)
7:00 p.m. Senior Awards Night, Resurrection Lutheran Church
10:00 a.m. Int’l Family Brunch for Senior ISP Students, PCHS cafeteria
12:15 p.m. Class of 1962 Reception, New Beginnings Church
1:00 p.m. Class of 2012 Commencement, New Beginnings Church
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Moving Ahead on God’s Timetable

G

rowth is
occurring at
Portland Christian Schools. A
newly restructured
Alumni Association Leadership Council is
in place. The
administrative
body is firmly
rooted and established under the capable
leadership of Superintendent Annette Ayers
Johnson (1982). Departmental leadership at
both campuses is undergoing revision. The
student body is rapidly growing. The school
is operating soundly within the confines of a
very realistic budget. PCS remains relevant
and distinctive in the educational community. The school is Moving Ahead on God’s
Timetable.

the implementation of new and improved
technology programs. Business practices have
been reviewed and revised; new marketing
strategies are being considered, including the
gifting and funding of special projects. Of
greatest importance is the examination of everything being done at the school through the
eyes of a critically and carefully crafted Strategic Plan for Portland Christian Schools.
This plan, developed by a team of dedicated
administrators and adopted by the Board of
Trustees, outlines the direction for Portland
Christian Schools over the next few years.

When Mrs. Johnson assumed the head-ofschool position, she made it quite clear that
reorganization was needed at PCS. She immediately organized a school-wide analysis of
all programs. Under her direction, class sizes
and current enrollment have been reviewed,
and a standards-based curriculum is being developed. As a result of a current demographic
study, future growth and increased enrollment for ensuing years can be projected. All
school literature and publications are being
appraised for their effectiveness, outreach,
and marketing possibilities. The school
as a whole is making great strides toward

Continuing to be that strong tree planted by
streams of living water, Portland Christian
Schools, built on a firm foundation of biblical
truth, is Moving Ahead on God’s Timetable. But to continue this forward momentum,
alumni, staff, board members, and families
must boldly Carry the Torch of Truth now
and into the future. Our students must be
nourished continuously by the Word to develop strong resilient roots, uniquely positioning them to impact their world for Christ.

All of the above sounds very ambitious and
aggressive. From a human perspective, it is.
Mrs. Johnson, however, reminds everyone
that she makes no decisions without first
searching the Scriptures, spending time in
bold, intentional prayer, and seeking the counsel of her dedicated administrative advisors.

–Jeanne P. Lampi
Director of Alumni
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Dinner 6:00 PM

To purchase tickets, visit
the PCS business office or
our website at
pcschools.org/fundraiser
For more information, call
503.256.3960.

An Award of Excellence

T

his past week
the Portland
Christian girls
varsity basketball
team played for
the state title in
Pendleton. Our
girls battled
through and took
sixth place. We
applaud this accomplishment! Furthermore, the team and
fans also received the Sportsmanship Trophy
for the 2A girls’ tournament. Congratulations
players, coaches, students, and parents!
As I attended the tournament, I saw many
displays of excellence. I saw it in our players’
actions both on and off the court. I saw it
in our coaches, as they modeled Christ-like
conduct. I saw it in our students as they displayed enthusiasm for the games and courtesy
toward other schools. I saw it in our alumni
as they supported the team with fervor. I
saw it in our parents as they eagerly attended
game after game after game – and were always
positive.
I personally attended 20 games in four days.
I was not alone. One parent stated that in
all her eight years of going to Pendleton,
she had never seen so much positive energy
and grace from “our fans” who attended SO
MANY games as a group and interacted

with the fans of other teams. Our students
truly lived Jesus. It was on display with every
cheer, every point, and especially, with every
difficult call. I continue to be honored to sit
among PCS parents who partner with us to
educate students in the truth of God’s word.
It is in just this kind of scenario that we have
opportunity to see the fruit of our children’s
learning—where the truth of God’s word and
the real world intersect.
I cannot finish my thoughts without mentioning our Athletics Department staff, Dana
Larson, athletic director, and Debi Hanson
(1978), assistant athletic director. Their level
of attention to detail, responsibility, and care
for our coaches and athletes was excellent!
It is a delight to work with Dana and Debi
and to know they have covered the bases and
anticipated the unexpected. They are terrific
team members!
I so value that God was glorified in our
every action on and off the court. To me, the
Sportsmanship Trophy is a strong affirmation
of just that. Excellent!
–Annette Ayers Johnson (1982)
Superintendent, PCS
Portland Christian remains committed to providing an excellent education in a distinctively
Christian environment, educating students not
only in academics but also in biblical world view,
character development, and leadership skills.

A Word from the Alumni Council Chair

L

et your
conversation
be always full of
grace, seasoned
with salt, so that
you may know
how to answer
everyone.” (Colossians 4:6)
How many times
in our lives have we reacted with the first
thought that popped in our heads? Without
hesitation we knew it wasn’t the right thing
to say or we could have expressed ourselves
in a less confrontational manner. There is
scriptural admonition many of us living in today’s culture tend to forget, “Everyone should
be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry” (James 1:19b). Sadly, this is a
skill most of us need to practice and master.

We live in a world of immediate gratification;
our lives are surrounded by instant email,
text messaging, cell phones, fast food, buy
now, pay later, Wikipedia, and the like. It’s
no mystery then that our conversations have
also evolved to say the first thing that comes
to mind.
We can be encouraged as we take Paul’s
words to heart by asking ourselves these questions. Is our conversation bringing glory to
God? Could our words be misinterpreted and
hurt another individual? Could no answer be
the best answer? It’s never wrong to pause and
ask God to speak through us. As we do, there
comes the calm assurance that our answer,
full of grace, will diffuse any potentially difficult situation.
–Dallin Pennington
Alumni Association Chairman

Grateful to the
Lord for Your Gifts
to the Alumni
Association
The J. Robert Barber Memorial
Choir Scholarship and the REALS
are totally dependent upon the
gifts of the Lord’s people. The Lord
is providing abundantly for the
scholarship fund and not one issue
of the REALS has gone unfunded.
We can only say, “Give thanks with
a grateful heart.” We appreciate your
gifts. All funds donated to the PCS
Alumni Association are placed in a
designated fund and will be used at
your direction for the production of
this magazine or funding the J. Robert Barber Scholarship Fund. Your
gifts are gratefully received and are
receipted immediately. Thank you.
J. Robert Barber Memorial Choir
Scholarship Gifts:
• Richard Barber (1962)
• Thera Barber
• Brad (1981) and Wendy (1980)
Fenison
• Everett Payton (1957)
• Roger Schmurr (1961)
Gifts to the Portland Christian
Schools Alumni Association and
the REALS Magazine:
• Kimberly Bennett (1989)
• Jim and Bonnie (1959) Boatman
• Eric Davis (1988)
• Jeffrey DeHaven [Aaron (2011)]
• David Ernst [Matt (1999), Julie
(2001)]
• Brad (1981) and Wendy (1980)
Fenison [Chris (2001), Ashley
(2003)]
• Jeanne Lampi [Keith (1979),
Kirsten (1980)]
• David Lenhart [Steven (1989), (Jim
1993)]
• James Newcomer (1966)
• Everett Payton (1957)
• Philip Reynolds (1959)
• Jaunita Schiewek (1959)
• Roger Schmurr (1961)
• Ron Schmurr (1957)
• Shirley Wells
• Christy Wilner (1969)
• Larry Zimmerman [Nancy (1978),
Mike (1981), Lisa (1984), Paul
(1987)]
• Rhoda Reid (1960)
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It’s Only My Opinion

R

ecently
there has
been a lot of
conversation
at Alumni
Council
meetings, as
well as at the
administrative
level about where to go from here with the
REALS magazine. What started out eight
years ago as a short newsletter has evolved
into a much more comprehensive publication, mailed to thousands of recipients
and read online by those from outside the
country who access the REALS on the
PCS website. The question people most
often ask is, “What is the purpose for this
publication?”
The following are just a few points of recent
discussion/ideas/suggestions for the REALS:
• Encompass both alumni news as well as
information keeping everyone informed
about Portland Christian Schools, preschool through grade 12.
• Feature only those activities currently
happening at either campus as long as the
activities are unique to PCS.
• Consider the usefulness and interest of
the information to the REALS readers.
• Make the REALS more market friendly
and less folksy.

Mission
Statement

I

t is the mission of
Portland Christian
Schools to educate
students in the truth
of God’s word in
every area of instruction and activity so
that their lives may
be transformed by
the renewing of their
minds.
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• Make the REALS a full-color publication.
• Publish feature articles on PCS alumni
who have made significant contributions
to society or have strong testimonies of
what the Lord is doing in their lives.
• Feature the original R as well as other
logos used by the school.
• Shorten it considerably with less print
and fewer pictures, allowing for more
white space.
• Begin a story and let people know that
for the rest of the story, please go to the
alumni website.
• Put “Notes from Alumni” on the website.
• Shorten the wedding section to just the
bride and groom; shorten notes from missionaries.
• Continue to include sections such as “In
Memoriam,” “Births” and “Congratulations,” but shorten them.
• Keep “Prayer Requests” and add “Answers to Prayer.”
• Continue to feature reunion events.
• Don’t mail out the REALS; instead, alert
everyone via e-mail that the newest issue
is online.
• Keep back issues on the alumni web site
indefinitely for historical reference.
I have thought much about this magazine,
which has become in one sense very real
and personal to me. I love to flip through
pages and find people I know or at least

remember. I always pray for our missionaries as well as those fighting for America
whether or not I know them, and I pray
for our PCS alumni specifically mentioned
for prayer. I love to see pictures of our
elementary children and to know about
what is going on at the high school.
Although I agree with many of the above
changes, I do not want our PCS alumni
magazine to become simply a marketing
tool for the school. I want it to humbly
and honestly represent us as we are now
and as we have been in the past. I have
always considered PCS parents, staff, and
students as family, including graduates
such as my mom (1961) my siblings, (1981)
(1982), (1996) and my many cousins,
aunts, uncles, nieces, and nephews. My
family has a long and strong legacy at
Portland Christian Schools because it is
a great school. I believe we finally have a
publication that can join the past with the
present.
I am certainly up for change but not at the
expense of the foundation that has been
laid. I’d love to hear comments from my
fellow PCS alumni. You may contact me
at bekki143@hotmail.com. Thanks.
–Bekki Webb Crawford (1999)
REALS Contributing Editor

News from the International Front

T

he International Student
Program (ISP)
welcomes students
from around
the world and
challenges them
academically as
they improve their
command of the
English language.
Portland Christian further extends the love of
Christ to these students as they are placed in
the care of loving families.
This year, the ISP includes 55 students from
9 countries: South Korea, Vietnam, China,
Taiwan, Japan, France, Mexico, Hong Kong,
and Spain.
The ISP students sponsored the Friends
Across Borders Talent Show in January. The
acts included many talented and entertaining
groups. This event brought nearly 150 PCHS
students together for an afternoon of sharing
and friendship.
Snow Day on February 2 at Jeanne Lampi’s
Government Camp home was fabulous! The
Lord blessed us with a sunny day and tons
of snow. As you can see from the photos, all
participants enjoyed tubing, eating lunch and
relaxing with friends. The students looked

back on the day and thanked God for their
new friendships and memories that will last a
lifetime.
The famous International Food Night is April
13, 2012, in the PCHS cafeteria. The theme
this year is Windows To The World. Mark
your calendars, and join us for International
Food Night—a wonderful celebration of food
and activities from around the world!
We welcome new host families for the
2012-2013 school year. Please contact Kathy
Nyone, host family coordinator, if you would
like to host an international student. You may
contact Kathy at kathy.nyone@pcschools.org

It was the
Day Before
Christmas
Break
It was the day before Christmas break
and all through the halls
Students were caroling and eating
and enjoying it all.
At the door of the faculty lounge
we peeked in to see
Just what our teachers were doing—
we heard all their glee.
To our wonder and amazement
we couldn’t believe,
They were joking and laughing
also anxious to leave.
Ah yes, it was true, while we were
having a ball
Everyone looked forward
to Christmas break—
A time of rejuvenation for all.
–Anonymous

Thank you to all PCS alumni, administration, staff, and host families that contribute
to the success of the International Student
Program at Portland Christian High School.
–Sheila Tretter
International Student Program Director
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News

Alumni

• David (1996) and Kayle
Lovejoy on the birth of Amelia
Claire on March 3, 2012.

Births

• Matt (2001) and Rachel Hebbegar
(2001) Nichols on the birth of Ashley
Grace on December
18, 2011.

Portland Christian Schools congratulates:
• Danny (2000) and Cristie Myron on
the birth of Lailee Grey on January 3,
2012.
• Anouxa and
Michele Madore
Lailee Myron
(1997) Vixathep
on the birth of Ethan Everett on January
9, 2012.

Shiloh Flores

• Cole and Sara (2003) Sabo-Story on the
birth of Jackson Donovan on November 15,
2011.
Jackson Sabo-Story

• Erick ‘00 and Jessica Wilson (2000) Dunham on the birth
of Eliza Cait on February 7, 2012.
• Troy (2007) and
Eliza Dunham
Jamie Hernandez
on the birth of their son on December 3,
2011.
Baby Hernandez

• Brett and Caitlin
Reilly (2003) Hooper on the birth of Elliott on February 26, 2012.

Emma Fromherz
6 REALS

• Pat and Missy
Elliott Hooper
Kantola (2003)
Fromherz on the
birth of Emma on December 16, 2011 and
Ava in 2010.

Hunter Carlston

• Peter and Margie Bally (1999) Johnsen
on the birth of Judah Mark on January 14,
2012.

Ethan Vixathep

Carter Moog

• Leo and Megan
Burch (2005)
Flores on the birth of Shiloh Rochelle on
March 27, 2012.

Ashley Nichols

• Daniel ‘02 and
Jessica Engeman ‘03 Carlston on the
birth of Hunter James on March 19, 2012.

• Rob (2002) and Mandy Webb (2005)
Moog on the birth of Carter on November
9, 2011.

Amelia Lovejoy

• Aaron (1995)
and Anna Swindell
(1996) Lewis on the birth of Joy Anna on
March 9, 2012.
Judah Johnsen

Joy Lewis

In Memoriam
L

eone B. Schmurr, mother of six
PCHS graduates died December 17, 2011, at the home of her
youngest, Peter, in Beaverton at the
age of 95. Leone and her husband,
Leonard, were persuaded in 1947 by
Lawrence Eyres, pastor of First Orthodox Presbyterian Church, to send their children to the newly
formed school that Eyres had rallied Portland pastors and parents
to establish: Portland Christian School. Ron enrolled in third
grade when the school first opened its doors in the fall of 1947.
The classes met in a church building the first few months but
moved to a Swan Island facility that winter. Within months, the
Vanport Flood caused the school to pick up and move again—
eventually locating on Market Street. The Schmurrs were associated with PCS for 26 of those early years. Leonard was a member
of the school board for several years and served as its president in
the early 1960s. Ron (1957), Cathy (1960), Roger (1961), Janet
(1964), Darlene (1971), and Peter (1973) all say that they appreciate the multi-child family tuition discount that PCS offered in
those days and the sacrifices that their parents made to enable
them to receive an education with a Christian worldview.

W eddings

More N ews

from PCHS Alumni
• David Newcomer (1963), professor of philosophy and religion
at Central Washington University, is also a contributing columnist
for the Ellensburg Daily Record. His piece on “Messages of Faith:
Diversity in Worship” can be found at www.dailyrecordnews.com/
religion/messages-of-faith-diversity-inoworship/article_5.
• Ruth Larson (1968) Case recently retired from a very successful
career with the USDA as the Export Document Examiner for the
state of Oregon. While the job kept Ruth busy and was challenging, she is now looking forward to a less stressful life. Congratulations, Ruth.

Congratulations to Neil (2007) and Ashley Harman (2007)
Mayfield who were joined in marriage on August 5, 2011, at the
Fairgate Inn in Camas, Washington. Neil works as a data analyst
for Alpha-Tech Systems, and Ashley is completing her Master of
Arts in Teaching at the University of Portland.

• Robert John Sinnema (1981) was in
Portland recently for a family reunion
and to celebrate his dad’s birthday. A
graduate of WestPoint Military Academy
and the University of Syracuse, School of
Law, Robert is currently an attorney for
Hamilton Sundstrand, one of the largest
manufacturers and suppliers of aerospace
and industrial products in the world.
• Jack Hoffman, Todd Hoffman
(1987) and Gregg Remsburg (1987)
and crew are gearing up to head back
to the Yukon
next month
for their third
season of
Gold Rush. According to the Discovery
Network, this reality show still ranks
number one in the world.

Congratulations to Ryo Tatada and his beautiful bride. They
were recently married in Japan. Ryo lived with Chuck and Mary
Green while a student at Portland Christian from 1998 to 1999.

• 2nd Lt Kyle Durant (2005) and 2nd Lt Steven Parker (2006)
completed The Basic School with the USMC in September 2011.
Kyle is an amphibious vehicle officer stationed in Hawaii and
Steven is a military police officer stationed in Okinawa, Japan.
Congratulations to both of these fine men.
• Scott Birkhofer (2005), the first PCHS Alumnus to earn First
Team All-American honors in college football for his accomplishments at Linfield College, was recently named to the D3football.
comAll-Decade Team. Scott holds the PCS school record for the
longest field goal at 47 yards and the Linfield record at 54 yards.
Congratulations, Scott.
• Shawn Evans (2007) was named as a First Team All-American
in football for his accomplishments at Lewis and Clark College as
a tight end. Shawn was a three-sport athlete at Portland Christian
and in 2006-2007 was instrumental in sending the PCHS football, basketball and track teams to state. Congratulations, Shawn.

Congratulations to Peter (1991) and Ariel Lamka who were
married on January 28, 2012 at the First Presbyterian Church in
Portland. Peter and Ariel are making their home in Portland.

• Taylor Luby (2008), an outstanding journalism major at Washington and Lee University, was recently asked to contribute to the
local newspaper, The Rockbridge Report. Congratulations, Taylor.
http://rockbridgereport:washingtonandlee.net/?p=4104.
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Featuring
Tom West (1971)

National Federation of State High
School Association’s Coach of the Year

T

om West, former Portland Christian Schools girls varsity coach and
assistant boys basketball coach, was
honored as the NFHS Coach of the
Year at an awards ceremony on January 26, 2011, at Multnomah University.
This major recognition goes annually to
only one girls basketball coach nominated from all 1A-6A schools. When
the announcement was made following the girls varsity game, the crowd of
well-wishers, including former players,
PCS staff, alumni, friends, and family,
rose to its feet and gave Tom a long and
enthusiastic ovation.
Tom coached at Portland Christian
Schools for 30 years. After graduating
in 1971, Tom returned in 1975 to teach
and coach. Mentored by the well-known
and respected coach, Rich Remsburg,
the duo made quite a coaching team in
the 19 seasons Tom coached the JV boys
and served as the assistant varsity coach
under Remsburg.
Mid-season in 1998, a change had to
be made quickly when the current girls
coach was unable to
continue. Tom was
thrust into the role
of head varsity girls
coach, and he was off
and running. The first
month wasn’t easy for
Tom or the girls as
they adjusted to a new
coach and new coaching strategies. But the
girls did well and the
following year went on
to state in Pendleton.
For the next 12 years
the girls competed in
8 REALS

the state games. From 1998 to 2010,
the Lady Royals won three state titles,
finished second three times, and placed
third twice.
The Portland Christian girls team
became the team to beat among all 2A
schools. In 2010, Portland Christian
was ranked number 11 in the state in
all divisions. Parents and students had
many comments to make about Tom at
a reception honoring him in December,
2011. “He is the most humble teacher
and coach our family has ever known.”
“Mr. West is a genuine person, and his
passion to serve his Lord was evident in
every game the girls played and at every
practice as they prepared for each competition.” “Mr. West never took credit
for the girls’ wins. He always said that
his gift is simply to adapt each player to
the team, using the talents the Lord had
given them.”
And from all of us to Mr. Tom West,
Well done, thou good and faithful
servant. May the Lord continue to grant
you His healing power and peace.

Outstanding Alumni
Tony Carlston (1999)

Christians as Entrepreneurs

I

t was
such a
blessing
to be back
in the
halls of
Portland
Christian for
alumni
week. It
was great
to see some familiar faces as well as
some of the places that are locked into
my memory from my six years on the
secondary campus. I was warmly welcomed by current students as I spoke
in several classes. Because of my business background, I shared my story
and reflected on what advice I would
give myself if I could go back in time
with what I know now. I answered
questions from each group and got a
good laugh when the first question in
a class full of international students
was, “Mr. Tony, how much money do
you make?”
Boldness is a good trait. It is no
wonder why people that immigrate
here are statistically so much more
likely to succeed as entrepreneurs.
One of the most important things I
have to remind myself of when I go to
work every day is that whatever I am
doing—whether I stay at home as a
parent, own my company, or work for
someone else—I am called to reflect
Christ to others in everything that I do.
As Christians, we all spend most of
each day around other people so we
all must make our careers our ministry. The people we interact with on a
daily basis were put in our lives for a
reason. God, in his complete wisdom
and sovereignty, places us where we
are supposed to be and with whom we

are supposed to be. I feel it is my duty
as a Christ-follower to be the example
the Lord has called me to be.
As I listen to the Holy Spirit, He gives
me opportunities to share Christ with
others, and while I am in the world,
I must not be of the world. I am so
grateful to God, who has done so
much in my life. Since leaving high
school, I have grown in so many ways
through the trials I have experienced
and through the blessings from lessons learned in these trials.
I so appreciate the strong, biblical
foundation Portland Christian has
given me and the networking and
connections it has provided. There
is truly a diverse and amazing group
of believers in the PCS family. I am
grateful that I was able to spend such
impressionable years surrounded by
teachers and staff who loved the Lord
and gave so much to me.
God has great plans for all of us. I
know only too well from personal
experience that when I let Him do the
driving, He takes me places I never
thought possible. One of my favorite
verses (Carlston paraphrase) is “In all
my ways I will acknowledge Him,
and He will direct my paths.”
Ed. note: Tony Carlston is the founder
of Cutco Closing Gifts, the largest closing gift company in North America. He
employs 134 reps in over 100 markets,
all of whom report to him. In addition,
he owns Branding Tools Inc., which is
a support company for Cutco Closing
Gifts and employs 14 people in Vancouver, Wash. He is happily married to
Julia, and they have 8 children ranging
in age from 6–14. Tony can be reached
at 360-901-9746 or tonycarlston@yahoo.
com.

Andrew, and
Brian Svehaug
Success Through Chess

M

any in the Portland Christian Schools family
know Andrew Svehaug (2004) and Brian
Svehaug (2007). Trained and mentored by their
father Alan Svehaug, long-time PCHS Chess Coach,
Andrew became a National Scholastic Chess Champion while a student at PCHS, and Brian himself
won several state scholastic championships.
After high school, the Svehaug brothers moved
to California to study at Azusa Pacific University.
Their hobby of teaching chess, beginning with a
handful of students, has grown into a company with
over 20 employees currently teaching over 2,000
students. Out of his passion for the game of chess,
Andrew founded the American Chess Institute (ACI).
Success Through Chess is an educational program
focused on equipping students for success in life.
The Svehaug brothers, along with their dad, have
developed a comprehensive curriculum that teaches
tactics and strategies incorporating the latest findings in brain research, all designed to help students
improve their ability to focus and to make decisions.
Schools around the nation are rapidly adopting
the program because it fills in the gaps in critical
thinking abilities addressed by the “21st Century
Essential Skills.”
Most of their contracts are with schools in Southern
California, but Alan Svehaug, following his son’s
work, has recently started The American Chess
Institute Northwest (ACINW). Currently his focus
is in the Portland/Vancouver area. Complementing their work on the West Coast and elsewhere,
the Svehaugs have developed an online program
making Success Through Chess available to schools
throughout the English-speaking world.
The brothers are very thankful for the opportunity
to use their passion to make a difference in education. They give all the credit to their Lord, their
parents, the education they received at Portland
Christian, and their mentors-former PCHS parent
David Madore, former PCS Superintendent Bill
Gibbons, and PCS alumnus Stacy Gibbons (1987).
Note: To see a two-minute video demonstrating the
program, please visit www.SuccessThroughChess.com.

Jason Overstreet, (1992)

The Embodiment of Musical Excellence at PCHS

P

ortland Christian High School has historically been known for its fine music
program. Although the school as a whole
began in 1947, the high school opened in
1949. In that first year of existence, PCHS
became well known throughout the city
for its fine music program. During those
first few years, Daisy Brownlee taught all
the music classes at the school, ranging
from music theory, the boys’ and girls’ glee,
and the men’s quartet to the outstanding, award-winning choir. In 1954, Mrs.
Brownlee relinquished her role as music
teacher and turned over the reins of the
program to Mr. J. Robert Barber.
Bob Barber, the perennial mentor and taskmaster, was always about helping students
develop their vocal talents to be used for
the glory of God. In 1989, Jason Overstreet
entered PCHS as a talented pianist, but
under Bob’s tutelage Jason’s love for vocal
music was born. He was a key tenor in the
award-winning PCHS choir and ensemble
and was part of a male quintet that was
formed during his junior year.
In 1992, a key event occurred that greatly
shaped Jason’s life. During a visit to Corban College, he broke his left hand while
playing basketball. This accident not only
eliminated his chance to be a part of the
varsity boys basketball team but also greatly
limited his ability to continue with classical piano. Discouraged that both of his
passions had been taken away, Jason soon
saw it as a blessing in disguise and began
writing music for the first time. He used
his cast to play bass notes with his left hand
and used his right hand to form melodies.
Over the next few months, the basketball
team made their mark by winning the
OSAA 2A State Championship; and after
his hand healed, Jason went on to audition
for music scholarships.
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Entering George Fox University in the
fall of 1992, Jason was admitted into the
university’s choir and was soon accepted
into the touring group Dayspring under
the direction of the well-known arranger
and director Derrick Johnson. Derrick and
others greatly influenced Jason to chart
a music career as he was mentored during his four years at George Fox. For his
senior recital, Jason invited a number of his
friends, including fellow Portland Christian
graduate Jason McKenney (1992), to join
him in performing five a cappella songs
that he had composed for his senior project.
Encouraged by the feedback of his professors following the recital, Jason approached
three of the original nine singers with a vision for a vocal ministry called RESCUE,
and the group was born.
Today, RESCUE has recorded seven
albums and is working on its eighth. The
group’s music has reached audiences all
over the world as people have either heard
them live in concert or listened to their
CDs. Jason and the group have traveled
around the world, extensively across North
America, sharing the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ through their unique ministry.
They have traveled to Fiji with the Luis
Palau Team and are planning to travel
to South America and Africa where their
music has exploded in popularity. Jason’s
arrangements have been purchased and
performed by numerous vocal groups all
over the world, many performing the songs
in different languages.
Several of RESCUE’s albums and songs
have won top awards, including its most
recent full-length album, “Before the
Throne,” which was chosen by the Contemporary Acappella Recording Association as the winner of the CARA award in
the category of “Best Religious Album.”
RESCUE has also been chosen multiple
times as the Independent Music Award’s

“Best Contemporary Christian
Artist.” The
group has performed for President George W. Bush, Dr. James Dobson
and shared the stage with Avalon, Point of
Grace, Rebecca St. James, Nicole Nordeman, and many others. RESCUE’s music
can be found at www.rescuemusic.com.
In addition to performing with RESCUE,
Jason is a faculty member at Warner
Pacific College, where he recently created a
mens vocal ministry/touring group called
Bridgetown. Using the talents and experiences he has refined over the years since
graduating from Portland Christian and
George Fox, Jason is helping to teach and
mentor these college students to strive for
excellence and minister through their Godgiven gifts. Jason is married to Marisa, and
they are raising Marisa’s seven-year old son,
Gavin.
The Portland Christian family, past and
present, is proud and humbled that Jason is
one of our many PCH Alumni. Our world
is in desperate need of humble, passionate, and Christ-centered leaders who are
impacting the world for the Lord Jesus.
Jason, your teacher and mentor at Portland
Christian, Mr. Bob Barber, was so proud
of you. You are using the talents bestowed
upon you by the Lord. Nothing mattered
more to Mr. Barber than to see his children
walking in the Way.
Ed. Note: The Overstreet family joined the
PCS family in 1969 when Larry Overstreet came onboard to teach English and
Bible at the high school. Jason’s brother, Jeff
Overstreet, a renowned author and editor,
graduated from PCHS in 1989. Jason can
be contacted at jasonoverstreet@rescuemusic.
com.

News

Elementary School

Congratulations to PCS
Preschool, Oregon
Programs of Quality Schools

S

everal preschool sites across the state
have participated in the first Oregon
Program of Quality (OPQ) statewide cohort. As a result a number of these schools
were awarded the OPQ designation. This
process recognizes the quality of their
childcare programs and thus the state designation. Portland Christian Early Childhood Education (ECE) is one of only
seven schools in Multnomah County to
be recognized. “The examination process
to which we were subject was stringent
but we were up to the challenge,” says
Mrs. Rhonda Rogers, Principal of ECE6th grades.
A big congratulations to all preschool
teachers: Michelle Antal, Anya Dinsmore,
Katie Davis, Theresa Davis, Malou Kolenski, Kim Hilt, Kathy McCain, Jackie
Remington, Tracy Fulps, Noel LeFebvre
and Kelly Pointdexter. Each of these
amazing teachers is serving the Lord at
Portland Christian out of love and devotion to their Savior and a commitment to
partnering with parents as they raise their
children in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.

PCES Says Goodbye
Angela MacLardy Kinsel
(1990)

I

n February,
Angela, 5th
grade teacher at
PCES, joined her
husband in Spokane where Todd
had been working
since September.
The months of

separation were hard, and Angela was very
devoted to the school she and her entire
family so dearly loved but the time had
finally come to leave. Northwest Christian
Schools in Spokane needed an elementary teacher quickly, and Angela was the
perfect person for the position.
Just as the Lord provided for Angela, her
family, and Northwest Christian Schools,
he also provided for Portland Christian
Schools. While we say farewell to Angela,
we welcome Kimberly Hilt who readily
stepped in to teach Angela’s class.

“Cowboy Bill”
Pays Visit to PCES

B

ill Hoyt,
the owner
and operator
of the Hawley Land and
Cattle Company in Lane
and Douglas
Counties, is
a fifth generation cattle
rancher. A member of the Oregon Cattleman’s Association, Bill provides meat for
school cafeterias throughout the state.
Twice a month Bill makes his delivery
of fresh, grass-fed beef from the Hawley
Ranch Natural Meats Company to the
Portland Christian Elementary School
cafeteria.
Hoyt became involved with PCES last
spring when he volunteered to speak at the
campus on Agriculture Day. From that
point on, the elementary school students
have called him “Cowboy Bill,” and a love
affair with this delightful gentleman began. Whenever Bill has the time, he stops
by and visits classrooms, much to the

delight of the students. And, of course,
Mrs. Rowlett, the PCES school cook, is
always thrilled to plan her menus around
this delicious meat provided by Mr. Hoyt.
From all the students, teachers, and staff
“a big Portland Christian Schools thank
you, Cowboy Bill. You’re the best!

PCES Holds First Passport
Around-the-World Event

P

ortland
Christian Elementary School, to
celebrate the
unique diversity
of its staff and
students, held
an international
cultural awareness evening,
Passport Around
the World, at the
grade school on March 16th. Teachers,
students and families whose roots emanate from all over the globe shared a part
of their culture with the more than 100
guests who attended. Uniquely costumed
participants, food, games, crafts, singing and dancing filled the evening with
fun and excitement for all. An event such
as this one was certainly not new to the
several high school international students
who joined in the fun by providing additional, authentic activities enjoyed by
everyone.
A number of the staff and school families
always attend the International Food and
Culture Night held annually at the high
school. One parent remarked, “We are
glad to see the Cultural Awareness Night
being held at the grade school. Events
such as these bring both campuses so
much closer together. This is just another
reminder that we really are one school;
ECE through 12.”
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News

High School

A Huge Congratulations to
Rose Schafer

R

ose
Schafer,
a Portland
Christian
junior, was recently selected
to compete in
the Jeopardy
Teen Tournament. Over
20,000 high
school students from across the nation
entered the competition hoping to be
chosen as contestants on the program.
Only 15 would be selected. One of the
most critical pieces used by the judges
to narrow the field was a comprehensive
written exam.
Rose made the cut. In February, she flew
to Los Angeles for the filming of the show,
which will air April 30 at 7:00 p.m. on
Channel 2 here in Portland. When asked
how it felt to be a celebrity, Rose responded, “The experience was unreal. I am really blessed to have parents who let me try
out and a school that gave me the time off
for the filming. It was such a fun experience.” When asked how she performed,
she replied that she is very happy and
content with her accomplishments. Was
she able to elaborate? She replied with a
twinkle in her eye, “No, you’ll just have to
tune in on April 30th to find out”.
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Superintendent Johnson
Teaches Life Skills Class

M

rs. Johnson, a strong believer in
students being self-sufficient,
introduced a very practical class last term
dealing with the many life issues anyone
might face on a daily basis. She covered
many topics in the class, from proper
appearances, etiquette, relationships,
finances, college life and independent
living to budget for rent and utilities,
AND changing that inevitable flat tire.
Now, while Mrs. Johnson did plan the
curriculum for the class, she also enlisted
the help of a number of staff and outside
consultants.

On January 26, a memorable and exciting time was held by all middle and high
school students as they were able to enjoy
end of the semester activities. Power Tuff,
a boys-only volley ball tournament, was
a great away to incorporate the STUCO
theme of Letting In, Living Out, Loving
All. The final game of the tournament allowed the winners to take on the teachers.

A Fond Farewell to Lori Blair

T

hank you, Mrs. Blair, for your service
to the Lord as you taught us at Portland Christian High School. For the past
nine years you have taught faithfully here.
We are grateful for what you have shared
from your wealth of experience and your
knowledge of literature from every historical period. You have prepared us all year
for our AP exams and you have prepared
us well for college. You have helped us
refine our writing and thinking skills, and
you brought together the study of literature and the truth into an entity of the
whole. You have made us laugh, and you
have made us cry. You will be missed, not
only by your current students, but also by
those whom you taught in the past years.
–Your AP English Class

HS STUCO
CommUNITY: Letting In,
Living Out, Loving All

I

t has been an amazing year for the
2011-2012 high school student council
(STUCO). As the council has made huge
strides in communicating with the faculty
and student body, they have also raised the
awareness of the student body to live out
their faith in the community. Supporting
the Portland Rescue Mission and Shepherd’s
Door with blankets, warm clothes, toiletries, and toys for children, students were
blessed as they reached out to bless others.

To start off the Power Tuff activities and
the dance theme, a ’70s throwback, a flash
mob involving all the teachers and staff
brought many laughs and excitement to
the entire school. Following the teachers’
surprise performance, the games began
with not a moment of silence as students
yelled and cheered for the players and their
teams of choice. The games were intense,
and the teamwork great among the players. What a great away to pull everyone
together at the end-of-the-semester.

The Senior Project:
A Platform to
Showcase the Class of 2012
This project
serves as an opportunity for our
seniors to spend
time designing
something that
represents them
and all that they
have learned and
experienced thus
far in their life. When completed, the
Senior Project will combine the student’s
interests, vision for the future, academic
skills and knowledge into a unique project
that will showcase who they are. It will
also offer them an opportunity to get a feel
for what it is like to represent Christ in the
world after they leave Portland Christian
High School.
Each student is required to propose some
sort of project from a list of choices such as:
• conduct an experiment that will yield
some tangible and useful results
• research carefully a current societal issue
• seek a solution to a problem in society
• invent or design something
• make a contribution to society by performing community service.

Along with the Power Tuff games was the
sale of T-shirts. The money received from
the sale of the shirts went to the Portland
Rescue Mission. Everyone supported one
another: the teachers’ flash mob dance,
the teamwork demonstrated by all the volleyball players, the funds donated to help
the homeless, the home basketball games
at Multnomah, and the end-of-semester
dance in the school cafeteria.

Each student has proposed and been approved to research their topic off campus
in the coming months. During the final
two weeks of the school year prior to
graduation, the seniors will come together
and make their presentations to their
classmates, parents and teachers. Each
presentation will describe what was done,
the results of what was learned, and how a
societal problem might be solved or what
is the value of the results of their research
to themselves and others.

It was a fantastic way to end a great semester. Above all, Student Council could look
back at the theme chosen last August and
say that we really are on target as leaders
of the student body in carrying out our
theme for the year.

These presentations are open all including alumni. Please contact the high school
office at 5003-256-3960, ext 263 for
scheduling information and topics.

–Kelsey Hire
Ninth Grade STUCO Rep

–Jon Roberts (1994)
Social Studies/Bible/AP Government/AP
US History/Bible 12/Senior Project Leader
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Proud of Portland Christian Fans

It’s the Thing to Do

H

istorically, the State 2A basketball
games held annually in Pendleton
have drawn huge crowds. This year was no
exception. Often the stands will be filled
with spectators from schools whose teams
didn’t make it into the playoffs, but it’s just
the thing to do. “We go to go to Pendleton
each year,” one student remarked. Another
parent remarked that their family made
“Pendleton Tournament Week just part of
our annual vacation schedule even though
we haven’t had kids at PCS for three years.”

As soon as one season is over, the Pendleton Chamber of Commerce and the
Convention Center (the old Pendleton
Armory) begin gearing up for the next
year. Second only to the Annual Pendleton
Round-Up, the Oregon 2A state basketball
tournament draws the largest crowds to
this eastern Oregon city. And 2A fan pride
doesn’t just occur within the confines of
the gym; it is seen all over the town on

cars, in restaurants, on motels, and on
signs everywhere; it’s good healthy pride,
excitement, and sportsmanship.
Although the Lady
Royals placed sixth
in state, the team and
all their supporters
placed first in one of
the most important
categories—sportsmanship. All the PCS
spectators attended
every one of the Royals’ games. The PCS
fans cheered loudly
and they cheered
hard. They were the
“most enthusiastic and
most fantastic fans”
at the tournament
according to one news
report.

Congratulations to PCS students and
families. We are all proud to be Portland
Christian Royals.

Prayer
Requests for

Graduates of Portland Christian are serving
in many areas of the world. Please send
names to PCS for inclusion in the next edition of the REALS.
❤ Russ Lambert (1954) OCI
❤ Dr. Camille Jamison (1954) SIM USA
❤ Diane Sievers (1954) Executive Director of PREP 4kids, Portland
❤ John and Jean Sealy (1957) Krugers,
International Fellowship, Africa
❤ Jim and Lanita Smith (1958)
Sweeney, Sweeney Consulting Ministries
❤ Jaunita Phillips (1959) Schiewek,
Hawaii
❤ Neno Atkinson (1960) Love Thy
Neighbor Ministry to nursing home patients
❤ Chuck (1961) and Sally Keller, Ban
Lung, Cambodia
❤ David Smith (1961), New Zealand
❤ Virginia Bradley (1961) Cameroon,
Africa
❤ Jake and Marie Birch (1965) Penner,
Eastern Europe
❤ Bob and Joyce Lander (1966) Carlson, Kenya
❤ Jerry Glass (1967) Uruguay, Biblical
Ministries Worldwide
❤ Mike Rice (1969) Emmaus Prison
Ministries
❤ Don and Gretchen Barter (1970)
Cheney and family, Wycliffe Bible Translators
❤ Pastor Alan Goetsch (1970) and family, Beyond the Cross Ministries, MO
❤ Dr. Carl (1971) and Cindy Reed,
Indonesia
❤ Dr. Scott Walt (1976) and family,
Austria
❤ Pastor Mark Turansky (1977) and
family, Hawaii
❤ Dr. Lori Marvel (1978) Salierno,
Celebrate Life Int’l.
❤ Pastor Jon Gleason (1978) and family,
Scotland
❤ Debbie Driesner (1978), Mustangs
and MOHR
❤ Pastor Brent Ralston (1979) and family, Phillipines
❤ Dan Brose (1979) and family, World
Relief Ministries, humanitarian aid from
the USA to the world

“Mom’s in Touch” who faithfully pray for PCS.

❤ Kari Keiser (1980) Carrico and family, Japan
❤ Mike and Connie Patrick (1980)
Stillwater Stables Ministry, Ohio
❤ Kevin Bradley (1981) and family
Portland Rescue Mission
❤ Ron Lockwood (1982) and family,
Wycliffe, Germany
❤ Bob Lockwood (1984) and family,
Luis Palau Ministries
❤ Aron and Yvonne Dick (1991) Noll
and family, Campus Crusade for Christ,
Global Aid Network
❤ Christina Walsh (1991) Firezar and
family, ministering from USA to Oradea,
Romania
❤ Karen Brewster (1992) Fangrad and
family, Creation Ministries, Int’l., Canada
❤ Jason Oversteet (1992), RESCUE
Music Ministry
❤ Dan (1994) and Daryl Payne (1996)
Collins, Bolivia
❤ Monica Blackwell (1993) Brubaker
and family, Chi Alpha Ministries, UofO
❤ Duan Walker (1995), director of MidValley Fellowship
❤ Micah (1995) and Amy Stellar
(1995) Tuttle and family, Peru
❤ Janell Engeman (1995) Hartley and
family, OC Int’l., Swaziland, Africa
❤ Dan and Marta Lewis, Hungary
❤ Dr. John Schneider, Nursing-Home
Ministries
❤ Eric Swanson-Dexel and family,
Director of Camp Hammer Christian
Ministries in California.
❤ Joe and Karin Anfuso, Forward Edge
Ministries
❤ Rev. Toni and Walter Gatlin, Octavia (1992) and Toni (1990) (former
teacher, parents and PCH grads) Love By
Example Ministry which gets the gospel
to street kids, the homeless, the poor and
needy families.
Thank you for keeping us updated on the
status of our men and women in the military. Unless we hear differently, names will
be kept on this prayer list.
❤ Lt. Bryce Tucker Coast Guard, (husband of Liz Phares (1994))
❤ AJ Alovera (1996) Marines

❤ Ensign Michelle Waldal (1998) Navy
❤ Mark Rummell (1998) Navy Blue Angels
❤ Jason Martin (1998) Army, Afganistan
❤ Matt Strange (1999), Naval Marine
Corpsman
❤ Sgt Andrew Haehlen (2000) Army
❤ Brian Poling (2001) Navy
❤ Cpt. Alex Esson (2002) Air Force, Korea
❤ Jonathan Rowlett (2003) Navy
❤ Jon Lackey (2003) Navy
❤ Ryan Dewey (2003) Air Force
❤ Mike Manus (2005) Navy Reserve
❤ 2nd Lt Kyle Durant (2005) Marines
❤ John Rogers (2005) Navy
❤ Peter Khallaf Army
❤ 2nd Lt. Steven Parker (2005) Marines
❤ Nick Vago (2005) Army
❤ Michael Garrison (2006) Air Force
❤ Josh Manus (2007) Marines
❤ 2nd Lt Kevin Johnson (2007) Army
❤ J.C. Russell (2009) U.S. Naval Academy
General: Prayer and Praise for:
❤ Bill Buck, former director of community relations, living with non-arteric ischemic
retinopathy: has 80% loss of vision.
❤ Becky Coulson, PCS counselor that
her cancer would go back into remission.
❤ Ed Highman, PCES sixth grade
teacher for regained health following
cancer surgery.
❤ Doug TenKley, former parent and
board of trustees chair, for total remission
and healing of his brain cancer.
❤ Neno Atkinson (1960) for endurance
and that her electric reclining wheel chair
keeps operating for her ministry.
❤ Betty Ann Rogers (1960) that she
regains neurological functions following
her stroke.
❤ Tom West (1971) will continue to do
well following removal of cancerous kidney.
❤ Will Barter (1976) who works at the
Snowy River Animal Rescue Ranch.
❤ Kirsten Lampi (1980) cancer appears
to be in remission. Pray for strength to
work and to parent Habtamu and Zewditu.
❤ Jeff MacLardy (1987) continues to do
well following his kidney transplant.
❤ Yvonne Dick (1991) Noll’s daughter,
Maleena, is in treatment for leukemia.
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News

From Our Missionaries

Brent Ralston (1979)

Neno Atkinson (1960)

Love Thy Neighbor Ministries
nenosnook@q.com

O

n January 22, I was commissioned.
It was a blessed day. Nearly five years
ago I thought my life was over when I
was placed in a nursing home and lost my
home and all my possessions. The next
two years were spent fighting the system
and the Lord. During that time, however,
the Lord did a great deal of healing both
in my body and in my soul. He used
chaplains and a wonderful speech therapist
to encourage me spiritually. Helping the
chaplain minister to the other patients
helped me to develop a heart for the people
in the home. This also began “my call”.
When I left the nursing home, I thought I
was ready to jump right into ministry, but
there were more lessons to be learned and
more healing to be done. This is where patience came in. I worked as a volunteer for
Love Thy Neighbor Ministries for a period
of time before I was commissioned. I also
needed more education so I have enrolled
at Western Seminary. Although I have
never been a good student, I am feasting
on my ministry classes. Following my
commissioning, Pastor Steele preached on
the kingdom of God and the importance
of the local church and the parachurch
ministries working hand in hand.
I am daily learning what the Lord wants
to do in and through me. Thank you
for praying that I have the strength and
endurance to fulfill His calling on my life.
Thank you for praying that my motorized,
reclining wheelchair won’t break down
and that I can get to all my appointments.
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Micah (1995) and
Amy Stellar (1995) Tuttle

Visayan Island Ministries
The Philippines

Serving the Lord in Peru

ralstonbc@gmail.com

T

he Church Partnership Evangelism
campaign conducted January 22-29
in northern Cebu was a great success. The
seven-person team from Calvary Baptist
Church in Baker City, Oregon were real
troopers in spite of some challenges with
long days and difficult transportation due
to working with two churches and four
outreaches quite some distance from one
another. But the Lord blessed with many,
many decisions for Christ.

Kari Keiser Carrico (1980)
Japanese Christian Academy Japan
tcarrico@caj.or.jp

T

he year 2011 will be remembered
forever by those of us living in Japan.
The massive earthquake and tsunami in
March affected many areas in Japan, causing untold damage and suffering in the
lives of so many people. The tsunami also
triggered the nuclear reactor accident that
has made Fukushima a household name
around the world. We have had lots of opportunities to be involved, in various ways,
with the many relief efforts and ministries
which are helping those most affected by
these tragedies. Please pray for Japan at
this time, that many Japanese will see the
love of Christ and come to faith through
the witness of his people who are reaching
out in Jesus’ name. I recently read about a
village that years ago massacred Christians
and every year since has celebrated it with
a festival. Their hearts were softened when
Christians were the first ones to offer them
aid after their village was wiped out in the tsunami. God wants to do a new thing in Japan!

allofus@tuttlekids.com

I

t was about 9:30 Friday night, March
16. Amy, the kids and I were in the
car heading toward our jungle town of
Tarapoto. We only had about two hours
of travel left, and we were all excited to get
there. We came around a curve in the road
to find several cars and trucks all stopped
with several people standing on the shoulder. I proceeded but as I did all the people
started yelling urgently at us. I thought
about stopping, but we were in a hurry. I
kept going, oblivious of the warnings, and
before we knew it we were in the middle
of an assault—several men with machineguns! One guy was on the ground while
another was smashing his head repeatedly
into the asphalt. The strange thing was the
guys didn’t even look at us. It was like they
didn’t see us even though we were 10 feet
away (maybe a miracle!). My whole body
felt like Jello, and then there was a rush of
adrenaline. I threw the car into reverse and
tried to get away as quickly as possible, all
the while expecting to see our windshield
fill up with bullet holes. When I got far
enough back to turn the car around, I did
so with great difficulty (It’s not as easy as
it looks in the movies). Just then the police
came roaring up and jumped out of the car
pointing their guns at us. I put my hands
up and convinced them we weren’t the bad
guys. The police ran off into the darkness,
and we drove to safety.
Spiritual Lesson: God warns us through
his word. Through sermons. Through
evangelists. Through experiences. They
are all calling out urgently, even fervently:
“You’re headed toward grave danger! Turn

back from your ways! Be reconciled to
God!” Sadly many are in a hurry and don’t
listen to the repeated warnings. They end
up putting themselves in grave circumstances, and if not for God’s intervention
they will suffer eternal consequences.

Janell Engeman Hartley
(1995)
Overland Missions Africa

janell@overlandmissions.com

T

he Hartley family are now serving
with Overland Missions and living
in Livingstone, Zambia. They are very
grateful for everyone’s prayers as they work
together for the gospel in their new region
of Africa.

Dan & Marta Lewis
Light to the Nations
Hungary and Romania
lttn@ymail.com

L

ast year was more challenging than
ever for the Roma (gypsies) living in
Central and Eastern Europe because of the
extremely high unemployment rate among
the gypsies and the fact that many will not
be able to get any kind of work until field
work in spring and summer. We wanted to
go beyond what we have done in the past
for the gypsy families we have been working with and to provide food for as many
families as possible through the month of
February.
We are very encouraged as we have already
given away more food than ever and believe that we will indeed be able to provide
food through February. We are grateful to
so many, including those from Portland
Christian, who have helped provide food
through the winter. Also helping to make
this winter the best ever are two of the
Hungarian churches we have worked with
in the past. They have collected food and
clothing from their congregations and
both have already taken teams to Székelyhíd to bless the people there. It is good to
see the leaders of the local area churches
taking the lead in helping prepare food
boxes and distributing them to their fellow
believers. We are extremely pleased with
the way pastors and their congregations
are handling themselves without us being
present.

Reunions
Classes of 1951-1954
June 9-10, 2012: The class of 1954 is planning a 58th reunion to include the PCHS
Commencement, June 9 at 1:00 p.m. at
New Beginnings Church located on 172nd
and Sandy Boulevard in Portland. We
also would like to extend an invitation
to all PCHS alumni from the classes of
1951-1953 to join us for these two days.
We have been asked to be at the church
by 12:45 p.m. to be escorted to a special
seating area. While plans are still to be
defined, classmates will gather for an
early evening meal and time of fellowship
following graduation. Plans are also for a
gathering, perhaps a picnic, on Sunday.
Please let us know as soon as possible
whether you will be able to attend the
weekend events. The committee would
like to finalize details and get back to
everyone by May 1. Please contact Evogene
Atkinson Stephens (1954) at: 602-9974242 or contact us by email at: evogene@
cox.net.
Class of 1957
September 4-6, 2012: This year will be
another milestone for the Class of 1957:
it’s time to celebrate our 55th year of
graduation from dear old PCHS. Our
50th was an amazing celebration, and
one none of us will ever forget. But the
reunion committee believes this one will
be just as amazing. We are heading to
Falls Creek Retreat Center near Raymond,
Wash. The cost is only $235.00 per person
for 3 nights and 9 meals. Brochures for
the retreat center have been sent out and
more information is available online.
Please RSVP to any one of us at: bdun97@
comcast.net, epayton11@chcaartewr.net or
Karon.one@live.com.
Class of 1959
In September 2011, classmates gathered
at the home of Pete Anderson in Cannon
Beach for a wonderful weekend of fun and
fellowship. The picture below was taken at
the reunion.

Class of 1962
The Alumni Association and Board of
Trustees of Portland Christian Schools
cordially invite the class of 1962, classmates and spouses, to be our special guests
at the 61st Commencement Exercises of
Portland Christian Schools to be held on
Saturday, June 9, 2012, at 1:00 p.m. at
New Beginnings Church located on 172nd
Street just south of Sandy Boulevard in
Portland. Oregon.
Class of 1972
Please contact Jeanne Lampi at jeanne.
lampi@pcschools.org if help is needed in
planning a 40th class reunion.
Class of 1982
A 30th reunion is being planned by the
class of 1982. Please contact Roni Webb Sasaki at roni@spill-kit.com or Annette Ayers
Johnson at Annette.johnson@pcschools.org.
Class of 1987
Please contact Jeanne Lampi at jeanne.
lampi@pcschools.org if help is needed in
planning a 25th class reunion.
Class of 1992
July 20-21, 2012: Please join the Class of
1992 event page on Facebook, and follow
the details as plans unfold for this event.
Thanks to global networking, classmates
Rachel, who has made all the contacts
from Paris where she and husband Jonathan are living and doing graduate work,
and Brian Remsburg, from Saudi Arabia,
can plan and execute all the details of such
events from afar. (Last year Karen Gleason
McKinney planned the Class of 1981 reunion from her home in NC and May Tse
Stevens [1991] planned their reunion from
her home in Montana.)
NOTE: If anyone needs help getting a
reunion started, please contact Jeanne
Lampi at 503-256-3960 or jeanne.lampi@
pcschools.org.
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Allumni Appreciation

Week

7th Annual Alumni Appreciation
Week a Great Event for All

D

uring the week of January 9, 2012,
approximately 170 PCHS alumni
from all classes attended one or more of
the events held from Monday through
Saturday. Various alums simply dropped by
the school to visit, several spoke in classes,
and many attended one of the two Royals’
basketball games. The alumni chapel and
brunch were attended by several who had
not been on the campus for many years.
The Art Show held on Saturday evening
was enjoyed by all, and the Alumni Basketball Tournament was by far one of the
most successful yet.

18 REALS

Many alumni present at the chapel during
which Superintendent Annette Ayers Johnson (1982) spoke were blessed by her words
of encouragement and the recognition of
those who had graduated from PCHS over
the years. Another highlight of the chapel
was listening to—and being led in powerful worship by—Adam Smouse (1999) a
popular vocal artist with Global Music
Evangelism International.
Following chapel everyone sat down to
a wonderful brunch prepared by Bekki
Webb Crawford (1999) and her husband,

Mark. During this time, attendees shared
what the Lord was currently doing in their
lives. Their testimonies of the impact their
education at PCHS had as they moved
forward into the career to which each had
been called were an encouragement to everyone. While stories differed dramatically,
the same consistent thread wove through
each; teachers were faithful to present the
Word of God in its fullness, and we came
away confident that He who had begun a
good work in us was continuing that work
even today. As story after story of God’s
faithfulness was shared, our hearts were
stirred by the reality of the fundamental
concept of God’s grace in of our own lives.
Editor’s note: I never cease to be amazed that
after 46 years at PCS, I still hear the same
testimony of God’s unchanging and marvelous grace.

Portland Christian Alumni
Tournament: A Roaring Success!

I

t was another excellent turnout for the
annual PC Alumni Tournament January
14. Thirty players arrived before 9:00 a.m.
to play some great basketball, compete like
old times, and laugh with friends and fellow alumni. One thing that stood out this
year was that we had many alumni show
up to just watch the game and visit with
friends from the past. It was great to see
everyone, and what a great time it was!
The teams were broken into four categories:
-Black Team pre-1987
(AKA the “Old guys”)
-Gold Team 1987-1999
-Cream Team 2000-2003
-Purple Team 2004-2009
(AKA the “Young Guys”)
After the “Pool Play,” where each team
plays every other team one time, the
Purple Team was in first place with a 3-0
record, followed by the Cream Team in

second with a 2-1 record. The Black Team
came in third with 1-2 record and the tournament was rounded up by the Gold Team.
In the championship game, the Purple
Team played the Cream Team, and it was a
very different story this time around. With
a swarming defense, grit, and determination, the Cream Team dominated the game
and was declared the 2012 PC Alumni
Champions. Congratulations to the guys
from the classes of 2000-2003.
And now a challenge from the “Old Guys”
for all PC Alumni teams playing in 2013:
“You better watch out because we are
already gearing up for next year’s Alumni
Tournament. Start getting your teams
ready now AND get in shape. There will be
some great basketball in 2013.”
After the Tournament ended, we all agreed
that not only was playing basketball fun,

but the camaraderie was the best part of the
day. While recapping the games and reminiscing about our days at PC, we enjoyed a
wonderful lunch sponsored by the Alumni
Association and prepared by Portland
Christian’s own cook, Abby Osborn. Many
of us continued to hang around for a bit
longer to just catch up with old friends. We
were all blessed by the attitude and spirit of
everyone who attended, players and spectators alike.
From all the Alumni we say, “A huge thank
you to Jeanne Lampi for all you do for this
event and for Portland Christian.” We are
very grateful that Portland Christian sponsors all the Alumni Week activities.
If you didn’t make it this year, I strongly
encourage you to plan on attending next
year (January 2013). We would love to see
you.
  
–Coach Cliff Samodurov (1984)
Alumni Basketball Tournament Director
cliff@ibsolutionsonline.com
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Thank you for your help!
It is Board of Trustees policy that the school and all auxiliary organizations operate within the confines of a balanced budget. The majority of the cost of producing
this magazine must be underwritten by alumni and friends of Portland Christian
Schools. Therefore, contributions sent to the Association designated for production
of the REALS magazine are greatly appreciated.
				
–the PCS Alumni Association Council

I would like to support the production of the REALS
EST. 1947

ONE TIME GIFT: $____________
MONTHLY: ❑ $5 ❑ $10 ❑ $20 ❑ Other: $____________
Name:
Year:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone Number:
E-mail:
Please make all checks payable to: Portland Christian Alumni
Association and send to:
Portland Christian Alumni Association
12425 NE San Rafael Street
Portland, OR 97230
Gifts may also be made using a VISA or Master Card. To make your gift using one
of these cards, call Linda Swenson at 503-256-3960 ext. 271 to make your donation.
PLEASE let her know the funds are for the Alumni Association. All gifts are tax
deductible and are immediately receipted by the office.
For further information please call Jeanne Lampi at 503-256-3960, ext 267 or
503-880-4603. She can also be reached by e-mail at: jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.
This form may also be used to update your information. Thank you.

Check out our website at
www.pcschools.org.
Tell your friends to look up this
edition of the REALS under the
alumni tab!
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It is the mission of Portland Christian Schools to educate students in the truth of God’s word in every area
of instruction and activity so that their lives may be transformed by the renewing of their minds.

