Massena Central School Board of Education Update
February 9, 2018
.
The Board of Education Meeting scheduled for February 15, 2018 will begin at 6:30 pm in
Room 314 of Massena High School. It is anticipated that the Board will go into executive
session at 6:30 pm to discuss such topics as personnel on the agenda prior to the regular meeting.
There will be a BOE Finance Committee meeting at 5:30 pm in the HS Student Affairs
Conference Room.
Public Forum on the 2018-19 School Budget
There will be the first of three public forums on the draft 2018-19 school budget at the beginning
of the Board meeting on Thursday. The budget figures remain preliminary as administration and
the Finance Committee continue to gather information in preparation of a final budget in April.
Our current projections are based on the Governor’s proposal released on January 16th. A
PowerPoint presentation will be attached to the BOE agenda for your review.
Native American Day - November 2017 - Robin Logan
To encourage the acceptance of diversity at Massena Central, one of the District’s objectives is,
“The School Climate Committee will develop plans for promoting more cultural awareness and
sensitivity within the District community. This will include such areas as curriculum, instruction,
school events, and programs.” This is consistent with our Strategic Plan which states that we will,
“Implement strategies to improve diversity awareness and create a positive school environment.”
As part of this initiative, the Mohawk Club at the high school significantly enhanced learning
opportunities associated with Native American Day. At the BOE meeting, Mohawk Club
advisor Robin Logan and School Counselor Assistant Jodele Hammock will discuss these and
other goals underway this year to improve the school learning environment. A PowerPoint
presentation is attached to the BOE agenda.
High School Trip to Spain and France - March/April 2018 - Joseph Boyle
The MHS Spanish Club, French Club, and Art Club are collaborating for a class trip to Spain and
France in spring 2019. Adviser Joe Boyle would like to present their plans to the Board on
Thursday. The itinerary and other information about the trip has been attached to the Board
agenda. Listed below are the key details for the Board to review:






Name of Group: Spanish Club/French Club/Art Club
Destination: France (Paris, Versailles); Spain (Barcelona, Bilbao)
Advisers: Joseph Boyle, Trish Murphy
Number of students expected: 18 (based on historic participation. More students will
warrant more chaperones.)
Number of chaperones expected: 3-4







Dates of Trip: TBD; though the current itinerary lists March 29-April 6, 2019 as the dates
of the trip, this is for illustrative purposes only. At the time of the quote from the tour
company, the 2018-19 school calendar had not been released. The trip will occur during
Spring Break, 2019.
Number of school days missed: Planned to take place during spring break. Depending on
how the spring break days are given, no more than one day of school would be missed.
Estimated Cost: $3440.00 per participant.
Anticipated Fundraising: The Spanish Club will organize fundraisers to provide partial
scholarships to offset costs of the trip. Additional fund raising efforts are being
discussed.

Regulation 8460R.1 Out of Country Trips requires Board approval for participation in this event.
The trip is on the agenda for BOE consideration on Thursday so the organizers can begin their
preparations.
Robotics Trips - March 2018
There are two overnight field trips for the high school Robotics team on the Board agenda for
Thursday. The First Robotics Team comprising 20 of our high school students will be in Albany
for competition on March 14-17 and again in Suffern, NY on March 22-25. Per Procedure
8460P.1 Overnight Field Trips, these events require Board notification. The itineraries of the
trips are attached to the Board agenda. HS Principal Sarah Boyce will provide further details at
the Board meeting.
Facilities Usage Plan
Board Policy 3270 Use of School Facilities states, “It shall be the policy of the Board of
Education to encourage the greatest possible use of school buildings and grounds for community
-wide activities. This is meant to include use by recognized civic, social and fraternal and
religious organizations in accordance with the law.” Section 414 of Education Law provides the
parameters for use of school facilities by outside organizations.
During the past year, District administration has reviewed our current practices for facilities use
in light of Education Law and Board policy. Our main objectives are to ensure the public has
access to facilities, we are following appropriate laws and regulations for building use, and the
District is covered from liability. This has led to revisions to our plan including the fees charged
for building use. These revisions have been shared with the BOE Facilities Committee and are
attached to the BOE agenda along with a list of our most common users. We have also
implemented a new on-line program to streamline the scheduling of events. Nick Brouillette and
I will share this initiative with the Board on Thursday.
Smart Schools Investment Plan - Round 2
One of our District goals this year is to “Implement Year 3 the District's three-year technology
plan.” This effort includes upgrading technology through the Smart Schools Bond Act (SSBA)
and expanding the use of Google Classroom. To access SSBA funds, the District is required to

submit an investment plan to the Northeast Regional Information Center (NERIC) and then to
the NYS Education Department. The initial round of funding in the Investment Plan was to
provide more wifi access throughout the District. This has been accomplished. The Technology
Committee is now prepared to progress to the second round which is to provide more
instructional technology in the classrooms. At the Board meeting on Thursday, Director of
Technology Mike Allen and Director of Curriculum Stephanie Allen will provide an update on
work accomplished this year and goals for the future. I have attached Smart Schools Investment
Plan - Round 2 to the BOE agenda for your review.
Here are the vison, mission, and goals as presented in the District Technology Plan:
District Instructional Technology Vision Statement
Massena Central School District’s vision is to educate children, preparing them to learn from the
past, imagine the future, and meet the challenges of the present. Instructional technology must be
an integral and integrated component of lifelong learning and civic responsibility. Realization of
this vision will require input from all stakeholders including students, parents, community
members, teachers, administration, and the Board of Education.
Mission
Technology will guide instructional practice including how we work, teach and learn to ensure
our students are prepared to succeed in the 21st century. By supporting standards based
instructional goals, integrated technology will enable students to enhance their problem solving
and higher order thinking skills by providing authentic, multi-disciplinary, and project based
learning opportunities. Student achievement will be assessed through tasks that measure student
progress towards meeting or exceeding local, state, and national goals.
Goals







Enhance student success through technology
Provide ongoing professional development
Expand web based information for parents, students, and community members
Extend security and increase safety measures
Upgrade technology infrastructure and enhance hardware and software
Continue equitable access for all stakeholders

Update - Facilities and Grade Organization Study
The Facility and Grade Organization Study Advisory Committee held its fourth of seven
meetings on 1/31/18. The focus of the meeting was the District’s transportation operations.
Director of Transportation Allen Rowledge attended the meeting and led the presentation on this
key topic. Attached to the BOE agenda are the notes from the meeting and presentation from the
consultants. The key take aways are:







About 30% of the students walk to and from school every day. 70% of the students are
bused on one of the 41 buses in the fleet. The average ride for students is about 40 – 45
minutes.
The district operates on a double trip system, with a few single trips and triple trips.
Moving to a grade center plan would add an extra 295 students who needed to be bused
and would require the addition of approximately 6 extra buses.
The length of time that many elementary students would be on the bus would increase by
approximately 20 minutes.
A grade center plan would increase the cost of transportation.

As a reminder, the key questions to answer in this study are:
In considering 2-3 prioritized options, is there a better way educationally and fiscally to
reconfigure the grades and facilities to provide a sound instructional program now and in the
future?; and
If so, how should the grades and facilities be arranged?
The next meeting of the Advisory Committee will be 3/1 at 6:30 pm at J William leary Junior High
School. A building tour will be held at 5:30 pm. The community is invited and welcomed to
attend.
School Calendar 2018-19
The St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES has presented a draft 2018-19 calendar for regional schools to
consider. This calendar is prepared by a group of regional superintendents, BOCES officials, and
reps from NYSUT. The most significant impacts on the calendar is an early Labor Day (9/3) and
a later than normal June Regents week (6/18-25). For the first time we also have seven emergency
days scheduled instead of the usual five or six. Here are several other key considerations:







The opening of school will be 9/4 after two Superintendents Days on 8/30-31. Last year,
we also had an August start on 8/31 due to the timing of Labor Day.
There will be two full weeks of vacation around Christmas time with students returning
to school on 1/7.
The NYS Grade 3-8 ELA and math examinations will be separated again next year so
they do not occur during the same month.
Spring Break is during the third week in April, 4/15-19 with Easter on 4/21.
The last day of school for staff will be 6/26.
Graduation will be later than normal (6/29) due to the Regents Exams schedule.

The calendar is on the agenda for Board action on Thursday.
Trinity Catholic School - Bus Request
We have a bus request from Trinity Catholic School submitted on 1/23 for an event at St. Mary’s
in Canton on 2/2. Since the request and event occurred between BOE meetings, we are

requesting a retroactive approval by the BOE of Education. The letter from Trinity Catholic
School Principal Kathy Behrens is attached to the Board agenda.
Donations to the District
We are pleased to announce that the District has received several generous donations over the
last month. The list of donations for your review and acceptance are attached to the Board
agenda and presented below:




Alcoa—$1,500—Three $500 donations to each elementary school through the National
Wildlife Foundation to be used to explore a water, energy or recycling issues.
Roger Tilbrook—$100—Donation to the HS Mohawk Club for diversity activities.
Karol Houle-Marolf—electric guitar—donated to HS Music Department.

We appreciate the generosity of our community in presenting these donations. They will be of
great use for supporting the education of our students.
Other News
Albany Update
The following information is from NYS Board of Regents counsel Hinman Straub:
Legislative Budget Hearings Continue
The Senate Finance and Assembly Ways & Means committees continued their review of the
Governor’s 2018-19 Executive Budget this week.
At Monday’s hearing on economic development, Empire State Development President Howard
Zemsky told lawmakers that the administration is seeking another $750 million in funding for the
Regional Economic Development Councils. He said that they have helped to create or retain
200,000 jobs since they were first established in 2011.
Some state lawmakers appear to be growing skeptical of the Cuomo Administration’s economic
development practices, suggesting that the program needs more oversight and that legislators
should have a greater say in how state economic development funds are distributed. Zemsky
defended the programs, calling it an “amazingly positive process.”
At Tuesday’s budget hearing on public protection, lawmakers asked about the Governor’s
proposal to eliminate cash bail for those charged with low-level non-violent offenses; how the
state’s courts are dealing with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officers
arresting people while they are in court; and the costs of addressing that state’s new "Raise the
Age" law, among other issues.
Testifying on behalf of the state court system, Chief Administrative Judge Lawrence Marks
testified that the Governor’s proposal to clear up trial court backlogs by having judges certify

they’re working eight-hour days is not necessary because the court system is already taking steps
to reduce backups. Judge Marks called the proposal “unusual” and “unnecessary.”
At Wednesday’s budget hearing on elementary and secondary education, state Education
Department Commissioner MaryEllen Elia testified that he Governor's proposed 3 percent
increase in school aid next year would barely enable districts to maintain services as student
needs and mandated costs for employee salaries, health care premiums and teacher retirements
are increasing.
Legislative budget hearings continue next week, with hearings on Local Government/General
Government (Monday); Human Services (Tuesday); Environmental Conservation (Wednesday);
and Taxes (Thursday).

High School
News & Notes

When you are driving down Rt 56 going towards Potsdam you will see the new billboard
sponsored by the Massena Drug Free Coalition. It displays the artwork of 9th grader Emery
Deshaies along with the ad for the Prescription Drop Box located down in the Police Station
lobby. The art contest was a collaboration between the coalition and Freshman Academy. Take a
look when you drive by!

Assemblywoman Addie Jenne

Assemblywoman Addie Jenne spoke with Jon Putney’s Participation in Government class on
Friday. Students listened as she described how her position relates to what they are learning in
class. Part of being an assemblywoman, she sits on the St. Lawrence County Energy Council.
She talked to students about how the council works with companies in St Lawrence Country to
provide the cheapest and most reliable energy and how this can create or maintain jobs in our
region.
NAEP Testing

This year approximately 50 Massena seniors, randomly selected, will participate in the National
Assessment of Educational Progress, along with 34,700 seniors nationwide. NAEP is considered
the gold standard of assessments because of its high technical quality. NAEP monitors academic
progress overtime and reports on student achievement nationally. The results are released as The
Nation’s Report Card. Massena students will be tested in math and science on February 27, 2018.
The test will take approximately an hour and a half. Parents of the 50 students should have
received a letter from the high school this week.

Spirit Week/Pep Rally/Winter Dance

Women’s Chorus singing the Nat’l Anthem

Musical Chairs/Games

Cheerleaders Flying High

Colin Sunday, Evan George, Spencer Beckstead
and Mr. Hunkins perform “Centerfield” By CCR

Gavin Perrine was presented with a plaque by his father and wrestling coach , Scott Perrine, for
100 wins. Congratulations to Gavin!!!

Upcoming Events
Feb 19-23

Winter Break no school

Feb 27

Music Tour in Elementary Schools and Trinity

Feb 27

NAEP Testing

Junior High School
News & Notes

January 2018 Students of the Month

This month 3 students were selected as students of the month. These students were selected and
agreed upon by the entire JW Leary staff through a rigorous nomination and review
process. Students who are selected must demonstrate the following criteria:
Scholarship: Scholarship is demonstrated by a student's willingness to learn.
Leadership: Leaders take the initiative to be involved in the school community as well as the
local community.
Character: Character is doing one’s best to make the right choices.
The winners for January 2018 are:

Connor Terry

Katie Love

Aidan Rufa

JW Leary Talent Performs at All-County
The students pictured above were all selected to participate in the SLCMEA (St.
Lawrence County Music Educators Association) All-County Chorus concert. These
students were selected to participate based upon an audition process held earlier this year
by Mrs. Robideau. The concert was held at Ogdensburg Free Academy on Saturday
February 3rd. The students did a wonderful job and made JW Leary Proud!!!

JW Leary Art Students Work is on Display
The artwork featured above is among the art that will be exhibited at the Massena
Library during the month of February. The MAA (Massena Artists Association) has
invited our young Jr. High artists to exhibit their artwork alongside local amateur and

professional adult artists from the area. There will be an opening reception for the
artists, on Saturday, February 10th from 2-4pm. Light refreshments will be
provided. The Public will be allowed to vote for the best student entry and Adult entry (a
People’s Choice Award). Congratulations to all the entrants!

Makerspace at JW Leary Library is a Success
Students at JW Leary are getting a chance to learn through doing on our
Makerspace. Led by out Library Media Specialist, Shannon Smith, we have created an
area where students can engage in various hands-on activities while they are in the
library. The goal of the makerspace is to give a chance for students the learn by
doing. Whether it is building with Lego’s, cartooning or even sewing the makerspace
allows our students to demonstrate what they know how to do outside of the traditional
academic classroom

Science is Shocking

Last month students were learning about electricity and what causes static electricity, that
little shock you get when you touch something metal or when you shuffle your feet
across the floor and touch your siblings nose. The Van de Graaff generator helped us
build up that charge, what you can't see in the picture is the little zap they were getting
when the charge was released.
A Van de Graaff generator is an electrostatic generator which uses a moving belt to
accumulate electric charge on a hollow metal globe on the top of an insulated column,
creating very high electric potentials.

Important Upcoming Dates
2/12

Rada Fundraiser Scheduled to Begin (Boston trip)

2/14

Valentine’s Day

2/15

Board of Education Meeting, 6:30pm

2/16

85+ Club Trip to Nature Center

2/19-2/23 Mid-Winter Break
Jefferson Elementary School
News & Notes
Jefferson Attendance Olympics

With the beginning of the Winter Olympic Games in PyeongChang, Jefferson Elementary has
planned their own competition.
Monday
Event #1 The grade level with the best attendance percentage for the day will win a gold medal.
Tuesday
Event #2 The grade level with the least amount of late students will win a gold medal.
Wednesday
Event #3 The grade level that comes up with the best attendance slogan will win a gold medal.
Thursday
Event #4 The grade level with the most perfect attendances for the week will win a gold medal.

Friday
Event #5 The classroom with the best attendance percentage for the week be awarded a gold
medal for each student.
World Read Aloud Day
On Thursday, February 1, Jefferson Elementary celebrated World Read Aloud Day. World Read
Aloud Day celebrates the importance of reading aloud and sharing stories. Both Principal
Richards and Superintendent Brady made guest appearances in classrooms to share their favorite
book Milo and The Magical Stones. The students learned the importance of giving back and all
received their own “magical stone” to remember the lesson.
Did you know that reading aloud to children every day puts them almost a year ahead of children
who do not receive daily read alouds regardless of parental income, education level, or cultural
background?

Character Education Theme of the Month
Perseverance
Perseverance is the ability and self control that pushes you to work through challenges. Having
perseverance means that when you are facing a challenge, you use your mind and your body to
overcome it. Perseverance means you are able to wait and work through difficulties, whether
they have to do with your mind, your body, or your emotions.
It’s important to point out that the definition of perseverance is not “don’t give up no matter
what” or “never quit”. Sometimes you’ll do your best but it will still be time to move on to a
different goal. However, perseverance is the ability to do your best toward a goal, even though
it’s a big challenge.

Jefferson is proud to announce their Character Education Students of the Month.
Front Row: Ella Bickford, Seth Newtown, Ryan Jandrew
Back Row: Kyla Donahue, Hannah Worthley, Emberlie Paquin, Grace Hall
Enrichment Opportunities at Jefferson
Maker-Spaces have been making their way into the Jefferson Library. There are three different
Maker-Space Programs available for students to attend during school hours: Snap Circuits, StopMotion Animation, and Paper-Craft Fun. The first session of Maker-Space Classes are for the
sixth grade students. These students meet at 2:30 until release time from school. The second
session that is starting at the end of February will be for fifth grade students.
The Snap Circuits Maker-Space involves students learning about electricity by creating circuit
board projects. Jefferson Library was lucky to have purchased to different Snap Circuit Kit. One
was a basic circuit kit and the other was a Green Energy Snap Circuit kit with solar, manual
crank motor generator, and wind with motor generator. Some of the projects the students made
are solar generated lights, flying saucer, decreasing flying saucer lift, lamp and fan parallel, and
sound activated switch. Myles Cook, a sixth grade student with experience working with the
Snap Circuit Kits, volunteered to help co-teach the Maker-Space Class. He was a great help
showing and explaining how the different Snap Circuit Parts worked together.
The Stop-Motion Animation has students creating animated videos with various materials.
The students have been working in teams of two or individually creating a storyboard to plan
their animation story. Each group also planned the materials that they will use to film their
characters. We have some teams using Legos, clay, a whiteboard with dry erase marker, toys,

and cut out paper action figures. They are also learning how to use technology to film, save, edit,
and share their work.
The Paper-Craft Fun is open for the members to making 3-D paper creation that they choose.
The members were presented various Do-It-Yourself (DYI) ideas and then asked to pick their
project. They had to plan the materials, tools and resource information needed to make the
project. If they were stuck, students used their resources before asking for help from their teacher
or friends for assistance.The students made pop-up cards, origami animals, 3-D stars, and clever
handmade envelopes.
Snap-Circuits Maker-Space

Paper Crafts

Grade 6 Algebraic Expressions
Mrs. Porcaro's sixth grade math classes learned how to read and write algebraic expressions
where letters stand for numbers. They practiced their new skill by visiting six stations placed
around the room. At each station students wrote down the three problems, the expressions with
variables and numbers. Understanding mathematical vocabulary and PEMDAS was key to their
success.

Kindness Week
The Great Kindness Challenge Week
February 12th-16th
The following has been planned for J.W. Leary Jr. High School
and all Massena Elementary Schools.
Monday, February 12th – Manners Monday
Manners show that we are polite and kind. You can using your manners by saying please, thankyou, you’re welcome and excuse me. Challenge yourself to be extra polite and to practice using
all of your good manners!

Tuesday, February 13th – Compliment Day
A compliment is when you say something nice to someone. Today your challenge is to
compliment as many people as you can by saying nice things to them.
Wednesday, February 14th – Wear A Smile Wednesday
Smiling shows people that you are a friendly person and it also makes you and others feel
happy! Today your challenge is to smile and look people in the eye when talking to them!
Thursday, February 15th – Thank-you Thursday
Being thankful means we appreciate and like the things that other people do for us. Today your
challenge is to think about and thank the people that help us and keep us safe in our community.
Let's give a big shout out to our police officers, firefighters, crossing guards, bus drivers, nurses,
and everyone else who helps us and keeps us safe!
Friday, February 16th – Friends and Family Friday
The most important people in our lives are the friends and family that care about us. Today your
challenge is to think about the important people in your life and go out of your way to do
something nice or helpful for them, or even just spend time together.
It is our goal is to encourage our children to never stop doing small and simple acts of kindness.
Random acts of kindness can be done, everyday, in our homes, neighborhoods, schools and
communities. By doing this, it can help teach our children that no act of kindness is too small.
Everyone can be kind. Everyone can make a difference. Kindness Matters!!!!
Calendar Items:
Monday Feb. 12 Kindness Challenge Begins
February 19-23 Mid-Winter Break
Madison Elementary School
News & Notes
UCP Visits Madison Elementary
Jim Williams and Laurie from United Cerebral Palsy of the North Country provided kindergarten
and third grade students’ awareness through two of their educational programs. Their programs,
"Kids On the Block" and "Making Friends", provide public education to children to help them
learn to understand and accept people with developmental disabilities. The presentations
included props like puppets and "helping tools" such as wheelchairs, crutches, white cane, and a
guide dog. The age appropriate content captured the attention of our young people and the
message was clear, "We are all alike"! Our students at Madison enjoyed these shows and learned
a lot about acceptance and inclusion. We look forward to them visiting us every year.

Kindergarten Mathematicians
As part of the kindergarten math unit, the students are learning about measurement. Using a
balance scale, the students needed to figure out about how many pennies equaled the weight of
an object. The objects they measured were a pencil, an eraser, a crayon, and scissors.

Attendance Counts!
We must celebrate the progress we have made with attendance at Madison. The graphs below
show the absence count by each month. Our absence count has decreased every month so far
this school year! At the end of Trimester 2, the grade level with the most perfect attendance
badges will be enjoying an afternoon at the Nicandri Nature Center. Although we would like
students to be in school every day, we ask that students stay home if they have a fever, the
stomach flu or pink eye.

2017-2018

2016-2017

Upcoming Events:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2/12-3/9- 100th Day of School/Kindness Week Supply Collection for St. Vincent de Paul
2/15- Board of Education Meeting
2/17-2/25- Mid-Winter Break
03/2- Select Music Group Tour
03/6- Madison Kindergarten Registration- 11:30-6:30

Nightengale Elementary School
News & Notes
Nightengale All-County
I am so proud of these 6th graders for their preparation over the past few weeks, their focus
during the all-day rehearsal, and their wonderful concert last weekend. Nightengale was
represented well at the All-County Festival.

Happy School Counselor week to Mrs. Winston! She is the glue that holds our school together.
Mrs. Winston strives to make each student feel that there is someone in the school who knows
and cares about them. Above all else, Mrs. Winston advocates for our students. She

accomplishes this by acting as a resource for all students when their needs extend beyond the

classroom.

Square 1 Arts at Nightengale
Square 1 Arts is a fundraising program that supports the arts and builds up the creative minds of
our students. And the best part of this fundraiser is the parents have a lasting memory. Pictured
here are Erika Monroe and Tallen Currier working on their project.

Assemblywoman Addie Jenne Visits Nightengale

Pictured here is Assemblywoman Addie Jenne and her visit to Mrs. Taraska’s classroom. Mrs.
Taraska is working on a STEM magnet activity with her kindergarten class.

Pictured here is Assemblywoman Addie Jenne and Mr. Brady watching Mr. Lint’s 6th grade
class complete an i-Ready lesson. The i-Ready program provides personalized student instruction
to students’ unique areas of needs

Upcoming Events
2/13—Policy Committee Meeting—6:30 pm—CAB

2/15—Finance Committee Meeting—5:30 pm—HS Student Affairs; BOE Meeting—6:30 pm—
HS Room 314
2/19-23—Mid-Winter Break; No School

