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On May 8th, 2018 Airport Community Schools will ask the Jet community to vote on a bond proposal that will assist the school
district in areas of safety, security, and space. The proposed increase of .95 mil would generate $15.7 million to fund major
infrastructure projects that would reopen Niedermeier Elementary School in Newport and solidify district infrastructure for the
foreseeable future. The district has worked with Lee Andrea from Kingscott and Gary Steller from Clark Construction over the past
8 years to develop a master plan for upgrading the infrastructure and necessary capital projects in the 6 aging buildings of the Airport
district. In 2011 voters passed an $11.5 million dollar bond to complete the first phase of upgrades and security at the elementary
schools and Wagar Middle School.
Here is a brief list of the proposed projects that are described in more detail in this issue of the Jet Gazette.

BOILERS
A large portion of this bond proposal is devoted to boilers, temperature controls, and
univents. Airport High School and all four district elementary schools heat the buildings
with hot water boilers that are inspected annually. In 2011, the district replaced the boilers and controls at Wagar Middle School and realized a significant increase in efficiency
both with controlling temperature in the classrooms but also savings in natural gas usage.
The use of natural gas went down so significantly that the district had to declare
Airport High School being the largest gas consumer in the district even though
Wagar is a larger building. See the age and expected life of the boiler systems at
each school below.
YEAR BOILER
WAS BUILT

ESTIMATED
LIFE OF BOILER

Airport High School

1975

25 years

Eyler Elementary

1992

15 years

Niedermeier Elementary

1991

15 years

Ritter Elementary

1989

15 years

Sterling Elementary

1972

25 years

LOCATION

All boilers are inspected annually as an accountability system
through the State of Michigan.

New Proposed Boiler System

SAFETY
A bulk of the proposed projects include replacing boilers, controls, and univents at Airport High School, Eyler, Niedermeier, Ritter,
and Sterling Elementary Schools. Wagar’s boilers were replaced in 2011. Aging fire alarm systems would be replaced at Airport
High School, Wagar Middle School, and Sterling Elementary School. Driveways in front of the high school and to the east and
south of Wagar would be replaced as well as the parking lot on the south side of the high school. Also included will be replacement
of the Airport High School gymnasium bleachers for barrier-free access, railings and steps for safe access, and enclosed flooring in
the bleachers to eliminate small children and objects from accidental falling.

SECURITY
All interior classroom doors would be replaced at Eyler, Niedermeier, and Ritter Elementary Schools. These doors are original and
do not support the necessary security and access needed in today’s environment. Sterling Elementary doors have been upgraded.

SPACE
Airport High School Boiler System

Due to the additional educational programs at Airport Community Schools and increasing enrollment safe space is in high demand.
The addition of the Young Fives program, the Airport Virtual Academy, career and technical classes, and multiple interventionists
to support reading and math has stretched the use of every possible inch of space.
Upgrading and reopening Niedermeier Elementary School, with three additional
YEAR
SCHOOL BUILDING
classrooms, would allow the district to house a Young Fives section and two sections
BUILT
of grades kindergarten through fourth grade, consistent with the other elementary
Airport High School
1974
schools in the district. Four additional classrooms would be added to Airport High
School to house the Airport Virtual Academy, alternative education classrooms, and
Wagar Middle School
1953
career/technical classes.
Sterling Elementary
1973

CAST YOUR BALLOT IN THE SCHOOL BOND ELECTION!
Tuesday, May 8, 2018
Polls open 7:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Eyler Elementary

1958

Niedermeier Elementary

1958

Ritter Elementary

1958

AIRPORT COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
PROPOSED BOND PROJECTS BY BUILDING WITH INVESTMENT

2018 Investment - $6.87 million
Niedermeier Elementary School
 Reopen as an elementary school in fall of 2019
 Addition of 3 classrooms - allows sections of Young 5s
through 4th grade
 Upper and lower elementary playgrounds and boundary
fencing
 Replace exterior windows, entrances, and doors
 Internal modifications:
 Secure entrance
 Barrier-free classroom access
 Renovate bathroom
 Replace ceiling tiles and window blinds
 Replace all classroom doors
 Remove and replace all classroom cabinetry
 Replace 2 boilers, temperature controls, and classroom
univents
 Air condition media center (consistent with other elementary
buildings)
 Replace fire alarm
 Replace PA, bell, and clock systems
 Replace interior lighting
 Replace bus loop and south parking lot
 2011 Investment - $0 (closed school in 2010)
2018 Investment - $5.14 million

Wagar Middle School
 Replace east and south driveway, including playground/bus
entry pad
 Replace fire alarm
 2011 Investment - $5.79 million
2018 Investment - $1.2 million
Sterling Elementary
 Replace 2 boilers, temperature controls, and classroom
univents
 Remove and replace all classroom cabinetry
 Replace fire alarm
 2011 Investment - $577,000
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STUDENT HEAD COUNT

Airport High School
 Addition of 4 classrooms - additional housing of Airport
Virtual Academy and Airport Alternative Education
 Reconstruction of front driveway
 Reconstruction of south parking lot
 Replace 2 boilers, temperature controls, and classroom
univents
 Replace fire alarm
 Replace gymnasium bleachers
 2011 Investment - $2.3 million

SPACE CONCERNS - ADDRESSING NEEDS AND THE FUTURE
Through the economic downturn that began in 2008 for our state, Airport Community Schools suffered a typical, consistent drop
in student enrollment for many years. Many of our families suffered with lost jobs and economic struggles that forced them to leave
our area and the State of Michigan. Each and every year the district “right sizes” with facilities and personnel that financially
reflects the needs of our student enrollment and the programs we offer. As you can see from the graph below, Airport suffered a
severe drop in students and we weathered that negative impact on funding by reducing staff, closing a school building (Niedermeier),
and trying to add innovative programs (virtual academy) to help soften the blow. Fortunately we have recovered both as a state and
as a school district to a certain point that has reflected an upswing in the number of kids we service. In addition, the programs we
offer like our Middle College program with Schoolcraft and the largest number of Advanced Placement courses in the county
maintains our commitment to education.

2018 Investment - $1.17 million
Eyler Elementary
 Replace 2 boilers, temperature controls
 Remove and replace all classroom cabinetry
 Replace all classroom doors
 2011 Investment - $1.34 million
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2018 Investment - $735,000

2480
2013

Ritter Elementary
 Replace 2 boilers, temperature controls
 Remove and replace all classroom cabinetry
 Replace all classroom doors
 2011 Investment - $1.48 million
2018 Investment - $705,000

Current Ritter Elementary
Classroom Doorway

2014

2015

WHAT WE CANNOT SPEND THE MONEY ON:
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2018

Fire alarms are obviously a major point of interest in this bond proposal. The district needs to replace the fire alarms in four
buildings for a whopping total of $1.5 million! That is a tremendous investment for an important safety standard in our buildings.
The estimated price may shock a lot of people but when you think about all the electronic sensory equipment, the communication
devices involved, and the monitoring of the system by an offsite alarm company, the proposed cost makes sense. The fire alarms
are being updated at Airport High School, Wagar, Niedermeier, and Sterling. Eyler and Ritter already have updated systems.

WHAT WE CAN SPEND THE MONEY ON:

Proposed
Secure Doorways

2017

FIRE ALARMS

Capital expenses spelled out in Bond Proposal including;
 Upgrades and improvements throughout the district
 Improve site drainage
 Replace outdated doors/windows to energy efficient doors/
windows
 Upgrade plumbing
 Remodel restrooms
 Upgrade lighting
 Replace old steam boilers
 Replace heating and ventilation systems
 Add emergency generator to protect district technology
 Additional classrooms at Niedermeier Elementary and Airport
High School

Proposed
High School Bleachers

2016

SCHOOL YEAR





Athletics
Employee salaries
School supplies

WHAT WILL IT COST ME?
Proposed Millage Increase (21 years) - .95

Funds Generated - $15.75 million
Approximate Increase per Resident Taxable Value Market value of approximately $100,000
Taxable value of approximately $50,000
Approximate annual tax increase - $47.50/year ($3.96/month)
Market value of approximately $150,000
Taxable value of approximately $75,000
Approximate annual tax increase - $71.25/year ($5.90/month)
Market value of approximately $200,000
Taxable value of approximately $100,000
Approximate annual tax increase - $95.00/year ($7.92/month)
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