Washington Families,
The month of February often provides us with a reminder to be thoughtful about that which we love.
Of course I first think of my love for my family, but I also think about how much I love working at
Washington Elementary School and how much I love the teachers and staff for the job they do for our
students! The level of dedication and commitment to helping our students learn and grow is admirable
and much appreciated. I hope you all feel the same way about our school and appreciate all that the
teachers and staff do for your children every day!
This time of year is also a time when we need to be thoughtful about the future while focusing on the
present. As we continue to focus on addressing our academic and climate/culture goals for this year,
we also begin planning for the things we need to have in place for next year. This balancing act can be
a bit challenging each year, and this year there are new factors to consider through this process. As I
hope you already know, the Canon City Schools Administration and School Board are working on
finalizing the Building Excellent Schools Today (BEST) grant application to be submitted this month.
There is a tremendous amount of time and energy being dedicated to this cause in order to secure the
necessary funding needed to move forward with the construction of a new Washington (and CCMS).
We won’t receive confirmation of grant funding until May, but of course we believe these efforts will
pay off and we will plan for all the things we need to consider for possibly conducting school while
construction is taking place on school grounds. This is a challenge we are more than willing to face in
anticipation of a new school facility! We will know more about possible timelines for construction once
a design and build team have been hired for the project, a task that will also be completed this month.
Each step of this process will bring us closer to eliminating the unknown and provide more clarity about
future plans. I will continue to share information throughout the different phases of this task our
school community has entrusted us to undertake. I look forward to the experience and I am excited
about the opportunity we have been given to build for the future of Canon City and Canon City Schools!
Have a fabulous month of February!
Sincerely,
Brian Zamarripa
Brian Zamarripa, Principal
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Friday, March 2 -Awards Assembly 3rd, 4th and 5th grade

Tuesday, March 6th-Class Portraits and individual spring pictures
2nd grade Music program @ 2:00 and 6:30
Saturday, March 10th-Color Run
Wednesday, March 14th-Delayed Start-School begins at 10:15
Thursday, March 15th-PTO @ 6:00
Friday, March 16th-No School Districtwide
Monday, March 19th-Friday, March 23rd –Spring Break
CMAS Testing begins last week of March!
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First Annual Fit-Lit Night a Big Success

“Lots of fun!”, “A great time!” that’s how the evening of the combined literacy and health
and wellness was described by some of the attendees, including Mr. Welsh. Mr. Shad
Johnson, one of our School Board members, said, “ I wanted to say what a wonderful job
you all did last evening at the first ever "Fit Lit", totally unique and so many kiddos having
a great time!
The goal setting station was also super! Thank you all for your time and dedication to your
kids, so much fun. “
Approximately 75 people were in attendance to join in the fun and spend some quality
family time together. There were 8 stations set up throughout the building where families
made New Year’s Resolutions around both fitness and reading. Yoga and Cross-Fit were
two activities available as well as one to create “Fit Sticks” to be used at home and another
measuring reaction time.
Families also made yogurt parfaits during the night and were enjoyed by all!
Every student left with a prize at the end of the night, from Washington Bear water bottles,
jump ropes, books and a couple of lucky kids even went home with a Fit Bit!

Monthly Family Night Hosted by Washington PTO
“Our PTO voted to have more family activities at our last meeting,”
said Washington PTO member, Katie Fleetwood. “So we decided to
have a movie night each month with free snacks for our students and
their families.”
Ice Age was the movie shown for the first movie night. It was shown
in the gym on a big blow-up screen where families spread out on the
floor with their pillows and blankets. Free popcorn, candy, Capri Suns
and water were provided to all the movie-goers. It was a great time
and lots of fun for everyone!
Look for information to come home with the next movie name and
night and come and join us for a night of family entertainment!

CCHS
“Shop
with a
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buddies
come
for a visit
with

Washington

students

Washington students who were chosen to “Shop with a Tiger” through The Pride group
during the holiday season were paid a surprise visit by the same high school students who
helped them on their shopping trips. The CCHS students spent time at recess and some
even ate lunch with their shopping buddies.
It was a great experience with an older student helping our kids make decisions about
their gift buying and an even more meaningful visit by the CCHS kids to show our
youngsters they hadn’t been forgotten. One of The Pride’s core objectives is “to make a
difference”. The bonds created by these individuals will follow them through all their lives
and will be remembered for years to come.

Thank you Pride members!

Washington 5th graders judge CCHA ADDA projects

American Design and Drafting Association teacher, Mr. Scott Smith and
his students at CCHS invited some of our Washington Bears to the high school to
judge their creations in their “____________-innator” contest last week. The idea
came from the “Phineas and Ferb” cartoon’s evil character, Dr. Doofenshmirtz, who
is constantly inventing something new. Each new product is always given a
name ending in “-innator”, spawning the name for the contest. The students who
participated in the judging were: Stewart Williams, Jonathon Stehn, Anthony
Stehn, Rachel Comstock, Adam Drew, Makaila Gifford, Ezekiel Martinez,
Katelyn Smith and Earnest Rhodes.
Our students would like to send a big “thank you” for including us in this fun
project!

Leaders of the
Month
Congratulations Washington
Leaders!
Our January Leaders of the
Month are as follows:
Somaya Momand-Kindergarten

Rayla Moss-1st Grade
Kellen Kempel-2nd Grade
Evelyn Trujillo –Peters-3rd Grade

Desean West-4th Grade

Gifted and
Talented
Gifted children often have
difficulty finding like-minded
friends.

Shawn Galvan-Davidson-5th Grade

Jett Hays-2nd Grade
Sydney McDonald-Kindergarten

Sami Huynh-2nd Grade
These students are being
recognized for playing leadership
roles throughout the building as
well as their own lives.

Just a Reminder

Gifted children, with their intellectual,
emotional and developmental differences,
can have a difficult time finding friends or
same-age peers who share and understand
their intellectual interests and quirky
traits. Parents of gifted children find this
common situation the most painful to
watch their gifted children experience.

Tuesday, February 6th
2nd grade field trip

Thursday, February 8th
Battle of the Books

Wednesday, February 14th
Delayed Start-School begins at 10:15
Thursday, February 15th
P.T.O meeting @ 6:00
Friday, February 16th
No School District wide-End of 2nd Trimester
February 19th-20th
Winter Break
Friday-February 23rd
Science Fair
Go Red Day
Last day of after school sports

P.T.O. News
Our next PTO meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, February 15th at 6:00 PM.
Hope to see you there!

