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Freshman Vivian Gray hugs senior Bailey Eschle after defeating Celina in the 3A Region II Championship on Feb. 22, 2014. Photo by Matt Garnett
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Police Chief Ralph Price poses inside his patrol car in front of the railroad. Photo by Matt Garnett
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Textbooks from math, English, and art are shown stacked on top of
each other. Photo by Matt Garnett
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Ben Irons pushes a Wichita Falls player out of the way to get to the
ball. Photo by Matt Garnett
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Young The Giant’s ‘Mind Over Matter’
Evan Welsh | Reporter
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This past Jan., American indie-rock band Young
the Giant released their
sophomore album, Mind Over
Matter. The album consists
of thirteen new and innovative songs that are sure to
get stuck in anyone’s head.
Compared to the band’s first
album released in 2010, which
contained songs including “Cough Syrup” and “My
Body,” their new album is full
of life. With great beats and
melodies that play on top
of perfect instrumentation,
the album far surpasses its
predecessor. The songs “Mind
Over Matter” and “Crystal-

lized” stand out among the
already impressive track-listing
with their catchy choruses
and fantastic lyrics written by
the band’s lead singer, Sameer
Gadhia. The album, however,
is not all fast-paced rock songs;
it includes impressive ballads
including the song “Firelight”,
which is arguably one of the
most beautiful songs they’ve
written. Its guitar features
and falsetto styling provide a
truly amazing track. The album
contains many more powerful songs such as “It’s About
Time,” which sounds similar to
songs sung by The Black Keys
and Two Door Cinema Club,
all mixed into one spectacular

John Green’s ‘The
Fault in Our Stars’
Brett McMartin | Reporter
The Fault in Our
Stars is a beautifully
written novel about
young love by up-andcoming author, John
Green. John Green
has a knack for telling
tragic stories in a raw
and simple fashion.
His other works
include Looking for
Alaska and The Abundance of Katherine’s.
Fault in Our Stars is a
story about two cancer
survivors who fall in
love. As a self-labeled
‘sick-person,’ the main
character and narrator,
Hazel Grace Lancaster,
finds it hard to believe
that another person
could be interested in
her for real reasons.
Alternatively, Augustus ‘Gus’ Waters, the
boy of her affection,
is a confident and
rebellious charac-

ter. Without a doubt,
any reader would at
least shed a tear at the
description of love and
heartbreak explained in
their natural state. This
book is highly recommendable and an easy
read that will be well
worth the time spent.
The movie for The Fault
in Our Stars, directed
by Josh Boone, comes
out in mid-summer this
year.

song that is sure to be a charttopper. Often thought by fans
that they would never write
an album as good as their first
one, the band proved them

wrong with an album that
continues to impress song after
song. The album is an instant
classic and gives hope for the
band as to what they’ll do next.

Above photo features a selection of cover and articles featuring work by Young The
Giant. Photo by Evan Welsh

Overheard in the Halls
Allison Hommel | Reporter
“Let’s have a ladies’ night at Sam’s
Club.”
-Victoria Filoso
“Those Fiber One bars make me so
gassy.”
-Anonymous
“I feel like I say ‘pants’ weird.”
-Matthew Hayden
“I would kill to be a mermaid.”
-Rachel Vaughan

“Sometimes I wish
I was a white girl
Beyonce.”
-Maddie Moseley
“My brain cells are wet right now.”
-Mrs. Warden
“I would rather put my arm in a hungry sharks mouth than be in this class
right now.”
-Allie Hommel

the talon

editorials - 3

Texas Board of Education Endangers Students’ Learning
Matt Garnett
Editor in Chief

The Texas Board
of Education (TBOE)
recently voted to rescind the requirement
for graduating students
to pass Algebra II,
which they pioneered
only eight years ago.
Although Algebra II
is no longer a requirement, unless a student
plans to graduate with a
focus in math or science, the board voted to
create two alternatives:
Statistics and Algebraic
Reasoning. Dropping
Algebra II is a terrible
decision from the TBOE
and is obviously not in
the best interests of the
students.
Algebra II is a
necessary skill in many
workplaces. By not
mandating its education to graduate high
school, many students
who would have never
thought of themselves
as math kids or been
interested in pursuing
mathematics beyond
Algebra II never will.

Matt Hider poses with his Algebra II book. Photo by Matt Garnett

Though it is sometimes
a difficult course, it is
key to developing smart,
intuitive, concientient
citizens and preparing students for college
entrance exams like the
SAT and ACT.
Dropping Algebra
II is simply irresponsible on the part of the
TBOE. Their duty is to

help educate and prepare students for the
future. They think that
this ‘vocational training’ will help students
get higher paying jobs
that don’t require college
degrees, when in reality it will give students
an even easier way to
coast through school.
The US, Texas included,

is quickly falling behind
many other countries
around the world whose
students are consistently
scoring higher than
homegrown students.
Removing Algebra II
from the graduation
requirement will only
expedite this transition.
Although sixty to
seventy percent of Texas

students will still take
Algebra II, there are still
thirty percent of Texans that won’t take it. It
would be nice to think
that these students will
utilize their Algebra
II-free education track
and prepare themselves
to enter the work force
upon graduation, but
this is wishful think-

is not necessary for most
students and should be
reserved for students
who are interested in
pursuing mathematic or
scientific career paths.
It is likely that other
states will, once again,
follow Texas’ lead in this
matter.
The change coincides with the Board
of Education’s (BOE)
new House Bill 5, which
passed unanimously in
the state legislature and
considerably alters the
high school curricu-

lum across the state in
order to allow for more
flexibility for students
to pursue their particular interests. That was
exactly the problem with
requiring Algebra II for
all students: it inhibited their ability to take
classes more suited to
their career ambitions.
Yet not only did
the requirement present these restrictions to
students, it contributed
greatly to a growing
disillusionment with
the education system

in place in the state. In
many cases this results
in students dropping out
of high school or losing
their enthusiasm for a
collegiate education. It’s
easy to see what Algebra
II has had to do with
this trend. The fact is
that the course presents
a great deal of difficulty
to students who are not
mathematically oriented
and presents no longterm benefit to those
same students.
Students pursuing
a broad range of ca-

reers do not have a use
for much of the skills
learned in Algebra II.
That’s the truth. Algebraic concepts of that level
do not serve a purpose
in the visual or performing arts, literary composition, political science,
psychology, education,
media, and many other
fields. Students who
would excel in these
areas are often discouraged by a system that
seemingly has no regard
for them as individuals.
The effects of this

ing. The low-income
students and minority students who more
often-than-not come
from families who don’t
push their kids to excel
will continue to dwell
below average.
The TBOE has made
a very poor decision to
drop Algebra II from
its graduation requirements. The absence of
this course will be felt
across the state, and possibly the nation. Many
students who aren’t
pushed to excel will
continue to get by on the
bare minimum, and Texas’ test scores, along with
the US, will continue to
fall behind its competitors worldwide. Many
students will graduate
and enter the work force
even less prepared than
before and others will
never find their true passion in mathematics or
science. TBOE is wrong
and AISD should opt to
adopt a local policy that
requires Algebra II for
graduation in order to
protect the future of our
students.

Texas Board’s Decision Encourages Student Autonomy
Tanner Davenport |
Senior Editor

To many, the prospect of the state of Texas
dropping Algebra II as a
graduation requirement
for high school students
seems radical. However,
Texas is actually used to
setting trends for education reform, and the Algebra II requirement was
first adopted by Texas
only eight years ago,
and other states soon
followed suit. Now it is
apparent that Algebra II

change and of HB5
will certainly be felt in
years to come, and this
decision by the BOE
will be viewed retrospectively in a positive
light. With greater flexibility and promotion of
career-based learning
at the high school level,
students will become
more specialized at an
earlier age and be better
equipped to continue
their pursuits in college and in the working
world.
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Safety Concerns Prompt AISD to Hire Police Chief
Tanner Davenport | Senior Editor

Chief Ralph Price addresses the expectations of
students and his role on campus at an assembly
on Feb. 19. Photo by Matt Garnett

In recent years reports of violent shootings in schools have made
national headlines with disturbing
frequency. Specifically, the shooting
at Sandy Hook in Dec. 2012, in which
a shooter fatally shot twenty children
and six adult staff members, including
the elementary school’s principal, elicited a divisive national outcry for more
extensive restrictions on weapons and
greater prevalence of arms and security forces on school campuses.
“It inspired a great deal of what’s
been put in place at Argyle,” Dr.
Wright said. “After Sandy Hook, I believe that most school districts evaluated the safety and security measures
that they had in place and started
looking at what could be done, and
that really was the impetus for examining policy and making change here.”
In fact, much of the national
debate about guns following Sandy
Hook centered around how the situation might have differed with armed
teachers.
“We don’t really know whether
it would have made a difference if
that principal had had a weapon,
but we know that without one she
had absolutely had no chance, and it
might have lessened the carnage if she
had had a weapon,” Dr. Wright said.
“He shot his way into that school.
He wasn’t in there as a student, like
you’ve seen at some other high school

shootings. If he had known the staff
was armed there, he might have stayed
away from that school.”
Responding to concerns about the
safety of Argyle students, the school
board moved to act.
“On the 24th of April, 2013, there
was a big public forum held in the
auditorium,” Dr. Wright said. “We had
speakers there from Kraft International, so they came in and spoke. Greg
Coker spoke, and I spoke. Toward the
end of the meeting, we let people ask
every question they wanted to ask,
community members, parents. And so
from that, we put this pilot project in
place where armed staff would have to
go through an interview, a psychological assessment, and training in actually
shooting and also training in specific
scenarios that could occur.”
In addition to arming teachers,
the AISD board also hired Chief Ralph
Price to roam the district campuses
and keep students safe. Though the

shooting at Sandy Hook was cited as
influencing this decision, Dr. Wright
also noted that the policy had been a
long time in coming.
“Back in 2003, there was a lot of
interest in having a student resource
officer (SRO),” Dr. Wright said. “There
was collaboration between the town
and the school district to try and get
that, but all these years we haven’t had
an SRO. And if you start looking at
other districts and our UIL district,
they have SROs, and Aubrey has their
own police department, and Prosper
has one.”
The board had to decide which
route was the best to take to ensure the
safety of the students.
“One option was to have a school
resource officer through Denton
County Sheriff ’s office,” Dr. Wright
said. “The second option was to have
an SRO with the town of Argyle. And
the third option was to have our own
AISD police department. And there

was a lot of comparing of how much
each would cost, and a lot of meeting with the sheriff ’s department and
meeting with the town, which meant
meeting with Chief Tackett and with
the town manager, Charles West. So
this way, with the ISD police department, the officer is an employee of the
school district.”
And though the reactions to the
policy changes have been mixed, the
board heavily considered the opinions
of the Argyle community through the
public forum before acting.
“When we had the public forum in
the spring, at the time we didn’t have
school messenger, so we used Wingspan,” Dr. Wright said. “Now we would
use school messenger texts and school
messenger emails, Twitter, FaceBook,
put it on the website or in the newspapers.”
With the new policies firmly set in
place, all eyes are on AISD and how it
adapts for the security of the students.

Students, Parents, Media
React to Armed Staff
Maggie DiVecchia | Reporter

Signs at each school bluntly notifying of the armed staff on campus,
have spurred an array of opinions.
“It makes me more nervous,”
junior Emily Young said, “mvore
nervous than if we didn’t have guns
on campus. I also do not think that
having that sign out there is going to
keep anyone who has their mind set
to do something like that from coming on campus.”
Despite Young’s feelings, others
support the administration’s choice.
“People are going to get guns
anyway and having someone that
can protect you no matter what the
circumstance is, feels reassuring,”
sophomore Josh Irons said. “We are
only fooling ourselves if we believe
we don’t need protection.”
Irons is not alone in his belief
that having armed teachers makes for
a safer learning environment.
“Knowing that the teachers can

protect us if necessary makes me feel
much safer,” junior Nick Ralston said.
“It’s a nice reassurance.”
Some parents also appreciate the
policy.
“It’s a great way to be proactive and to have a plan of action in
case something does happen, which
hopefully never will,” parent Laura
Thompson said.
Many students and parents, however, do not understand the excessive
amount of media coverage.
“If anything,” Thompson said,
“the thing that disappoints me the
most was how it was advertised.”
In actuality, the signs acted as the
main form of advertisement, causing
the media attention.
“I wish they had just kept it
quieter,” father Clay Thompson said,
“definitely notify the citizens but it
didn’t need to be done in a way that
was so public.”
Some students believe there is an

All AISD campuses posted news signs in Januarary
informing people of the possiblity that staff
members can be armed. However, only a select
number of the staff who meet specific requirements and obtain their concealed handgun permits will be carrying weapons. With the exception
of the district police chief, staff carrying weapons
will not be made known to the public in order
to further maintain the safety of both staff and
students. Photo by Josh Block

alternative to arming staff.
“I’m a little ambivalent,” junior
Hugh Devine said. “Maybe instead
of guns, we could arm teachers with
tasers or something of that nature just
to cut out any possibility of the wrong
person coming in contact with that
weapon.”
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The House Bill 5 - New Graduation Plan

Annabel Thorpe | Reporter

The state legislator, Jimmie Don
Aycock, created “House Bill 5”, which
will affect public high schools in Texas
at the beginning of the 2014-15 school
year. This will legislate a new graduation plan called the Foundation High
School plan.
“The main ideas leading up to the
creating of HB5 was the belief that we
were spending too much money and
time on testing, and that students need
more opportunity to seek career and
technical job training,” Aycock said.
“Schools need to be evaluated on student success more and test results less.”
House Bill 5’s (HB5) desired affect
is to free students from their required
electives. Instead of having to take
electives that don’t pertain to the students’ interest, the plan will give more
leeway in deciding what students will
do by allowing them to choose from
a number of courses called ‘endorsements’. Every student is required to
choose one endorsement when going
into ninth grade.
“Endorsements are kind of like
little college majors,” couselor Connie
Correll said. “There are five endorsement plans. Argyle is still deciding
which ones they will offer, but there
are multidisciplinary, arts and humanities, business and industry, public
services, and science, technology, and
math, known as STEM. The major
difference between endorsements will
be the classes that are required. They
are subject specific. The endorsement
you choose decides what electives
you will take. You can do multiple
endorsements, but every freshman
must declare at least one endorsement
they will do by the beginning of their
freshman year. You can change endorsements in high school too, but the
further you wait to change an endorsement the less flexibility you are going
to have.”
Even though students can choose
an endorsement, all students have certain classes they must take in order to
graduate. These required classes make
up the ‘foundation plan,’ consisting of
four core classes, two years of a foreign
language, one fine art credit, and one
PE credit. It will only be necessary to

have 3 credits in math, science, and
history and 4 credits in English in
order to earn the minimum credits in
core classes. This has changed from
the old plan, which required 4 credits
in math, science, history, and English.
“Not every endorsement is going
to require 4 years of all core classes,”
Correll said. “The four by four has
gone away. Each endorsement, however, is going to require more than the
set foundation plan.”

endorsement by saying these things
are counting in GPA and these things
aren’t. We anticipate a huge change in
the way that we calculate GPA instead
of just weighting the four cores.”
As of now, high school students
who transfer to the plan are unable
to be in the top ten percent due to
current policies on endorsements and
GPA at Argyle. However, this is subject to change as administrators and
counselors work together to

?

HB5 will come
into affect for
students in eighth
grade entering high
school next year.
However, freshman, sophomores,
and juniors of this
year will be able to
switch over onto the
HB5 plan, or they
can choose to stay
on their current
plan.
“All current high schoolers can opt
into this plan but only to the foundation plan,” Correll said. “Being able to
choose an endorsement has not been
addressed yet, so the seniors next year
could switch onto HB5 plan, but as
of right now it would be without an
endorsement. This is subject to change
though.”
The grade point average (GPA)
system for incoming freshman and
high students transferring to the plan
is undecided as of this point. Argyle
counselors and administrators are
working hard to find a way so all
endorsements, including electives, will
be weighted equally.
“We are looking at that presently,
most likely the way we do it now will
change for the eighth graders,” Correll
said. “We don’t want to prejudice an

find a solution.
“Students can
make the decision
after their sophomore year if they
want to graduate
on the foundation plan without
an endorsement,”
Correll said.
“However, you
cannot be considered for the top ten
percent without an
endorsement and taking Algebra 2. So
kids who transfer to HB5 would not
be considered for top ten percent because they won’t have an endorsement.
They can only opt into the foundation
plan.”
HB5 plan is taking out the recommended and minimum plans completely. Instead, there are going to be
three plans to choose from in which to
graduate. There is the foundation plan
that is strictly 22 credits. The second
plan is the foundation plan plus an
endorsement, which requires an extra
year of math and science with an
overall of 26 credits. Lastly, there is the
Distinguished Level of Achievement
plan. Texas Education Agency member, Lauren Callahan, explained what
credits will be needed to graduate on
this level.

“Kids will have to complete all the
curriculum requirements for the foundation plan, plus an endorsement,”
Callahan said. “Among those credits
they would need to take four years of
science, four years of math, and one
of those years of math being Algebra 2
in order to graduate under the distinguished level of achievement. This can
then make them eligible for the top ten
percent.”
Within the three plans, there is
another way for students to gain more
acknowledgment for their accomplishments.
“It’s going to be called professional acknowledgements,” Correll
said. “They are a lot like the advanced
measures for the distinguished
achievement plan. It will be like those
who score a 3 or higher on AP tests or
dual credit hours. So on your diploma
it will show your level of achievement
and professional acknowledgements.
They are almost like an extra gold star
for your transcript.”
Neither Correll nor Callahan
could say how colleges will be affected by all these changes. The HB5,
as of now, only applies to Texas high
schools, making it mainly Texas
colleges that will have adjust to the
plan. Once a student graduates high
school in a certain endorsement, that
endorsement will then be on their
transcript and diploma. It is unknown
to whether colleges will take into consideration the completed endorsement
or endorsements.
“I think Texas colleges will acknowledge these endorsements
because it is now the law,” Correll said.
“Some of the HB5 stuff has affected
them also.”
Overall, the HB5 plan has been
set in place for good purposes. It has
a few issues right now, but the Argyle
Counselors are working very hard to
ensure the plan is ready for incoming
students.
“I do think it is a positive plan,”
Correll said. “I think it is going to require students, parents, and counselors
to be much more aware. It will require
a lot of prior planning.”
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Eagles Awarded ‘Texas Exemplary High School Band’
Honoring Six Years of Success and Hard Work

Robert Pacheco plays flute at the winter band concert on Dec. 16, 2013. Photo by Annabel Thorpe

Evan Welsh | Reporter
This year, the Argyle band was
awarded the Texas Exemplary High
School Band award for its great success in the past years. The Argyle band
is the eighth band to win the award
since its creation in 2006 by the Texas

Bandmasters Association.
In order to win the award, the
TBA meets at the conference for the
Texas Music Educators Association
where the board submits their candidates for what school should win
the prestigious title. Once the board,

Michael Lemish helps students with their designs as they work on the marching plans for the upcoming
season during the summer workshop in July, 2013. Photo by Matt Garnett

which is made up of the top music
educators in the state, submits their
candidate, they vote for the school to
win. Any school in the state of Texas,
of any classification, 1A to 5A, could
win the award.
“It is a huge honor to be receiv-

ing this award,” head director Kathy
Johnson said. “To have won it before
bands as great as Marcus High School
or L. D. Belle High School is extremely
humbling.”
The band was picked due to its
numerous achievements in the past
six years since the organization started
looking at the band. They looked at the
bands three consecutive state marching championships, its success in
festivals and UIL competitions during
concert band season, as well as its role
in hosting events such as UIL and solo
and ensemble competitions.
Though there is no application
for the award, the band still had a lot
of work to do in order to receive this
award. Johnson constantly pushes the
students to be able to learn and be selfguided in both their music as well as
in their life outside of band.
“I try not to help as much in order
to let the students make their own
judgments and decisions about what to
fix,” Johnson said. “I’m wanting them
to seek information as opposed to me
just giving it to them.”
The award will be given during
the summer at the President’s Concert
where Johnson will be giving a speech
as well as accepting a plaque commemorating the accomplishment.

Head Band Director Kathy Johnson directs the band during the winter concert on Dec. 16, 2013. Photo by
Annabel Thorpe
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Band Members Add to Legacy, Continue to Impress
Evan Welsh | Reporter

Band members have achieved
some great accomplishes this year
and are adding to the great legacy left
before them.
Over twenty students made Area
auditions last semester, and five made
their way to All-State in San Antonio. Making All-State band is one of
the biggest accomplishments that a
Texas band student can make. The five
students who made it were freshman
Haley Emerson, sophomore Riley
Barnes, and juniors Clarissa Medrano,
Aric Kline and Molly Livingston, who
is also the first student at Argyle to
make it to state for choir. The students
traveled to San Antonio on Feb. 11 for
the clinician and concert.
Continuing with accomplishments
made in concert band, junior Nathan
Little had the honor to play trumpet
with the Dallas Wind Symphony while
performing with the Greater Dallas

Youth Orchestra along with other
great metroplex musicians. The group
played their concert in the Meyerson
Symphony Hall in downtown Dallas
in late Jan., accompanied by some of
the country’s best musicians, including
Argyle band director Kathy Johnson
on flute.
Also, sophomore Zach Schermehorn auditioned on trumpet for The
Phantom Regiment Drum
Core International band
on Nov. 10 and received a
call back to audition for the
band again where he got
the news that he had made
the band. Drum Cores such
as The Phantom Regiment
spend all summer touring
the country, performing for
thousands and often make it
to the finals in the DCI competition later in the Summer.
Schermehorn and the band

leave May 16 to begin learning and
touring for their 2014 show.
“I was the only sophomore there,
and most of the musicians I was
competing against were college music
majors.” Schermehorn said. “So, the
auditions were very intense. I practiced my trumped two to three hours a
day and made sure to run after school
as often as I could.”

Performing with The Phantom
Regiment had always been a dream
of Schermehorn’s, so he was ecstatic
when he found out his hard work paid
off.
After being awarded the Texas
Exemplary High School Band Award,
it is evident that the Argyle Band is
still continuing to raise the bar and
improve their legacy.

Zach Schermehorn practicing his music for his DCI audition. Photo by Evan Welsh
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Lady Eagles Win Region Championship, State Bound

Junior Delaney Sain banks a jumper off the glass
at the buzzer to send the Lady Eagles into double
overtime at Texas A&M Commerce on Feb. 22, 2014.
Photo by Matt Garnett

Tanner Davenport | Senior Editor
The Lady Eagles focus on one
game at a time, just as they have done
all year. With the regional championship under their belt, they head
straight to the state semifinal match
with a record of 32 wins and 1 loss
for the season and an 8-0 record in
district play.
The strength and chemistry of the
team has been building since the beginning of the year, leading up to the
moment when the girls would take the

road-trip to Austin.
The team credits much of their
success to their coaches for encouraging them to work hard every day and
to stay focused.
“Coach Townsend does a lot of
scouting and he just helps us know
what to expect before we get to the
game,” junior Jessie Sheridan said. “We
just have to focus on that goal and play
to achieve it.”
On Saturday Feb. 22, the girls
drew an uproarious reaction from
crowds at the Texas A&M Commerce
Field House when they beat Celina
51-50 in double overtime to win the
regional final. At the end of the game,
there was a controversial “walk-off ” as
the refs appeared to miss several calls
at the end of the game, then just walk
off the court with no explanation to
the scoring table.
“It’s kind of discouraging that
people are saying we don’t deserve it
because we’ve worked really hard the
whole season and put in a lot of time,”
sophomore Olivia Gray said, “and
it was just one call that people were
freaking out about.”
The girls refuse to allow one call
to dampen their spirits for the state
game, and they know that their playoff
berth is well deserved.
“They called bad calls for both
teams throughout the whole game,

and I think both teams worked really
hard,” Sheridan said. “And you can’t
say that we don’t deserve it because of
one call.”
No matter the crowd reaction, the
UIL rules clearly state that once the
refs leave the game, the game is over,
meaning that at the end of the day the
girls are going to state and the victory
still belongs to Argyle.
“[The game] was really fun, and
I’m glad we won,” freshman Vivian
Gray said.
The girls are “super excited” and
“very confident” in the team.
“It’s a little bit nerveracking because we’ve worked all season and it

could end in the next game,” Sheridan
said. “But it’s really exciting and it’s a
lot to look forward to.”
As far as preparation for state, they
will continue to do what they have
done all year.
“Listening to the coach, making
sure we do exactly what he says, and
knowing the other team really well,”
Gray said.”
The girls travel to the Frank Erwin
Center in Austin, TX on Friday Feb. 28
to play the Navarro Panthers (33-7) in
the state semifinal game at 1:30 P.M.
The winner of that game will go on to
play the championship on March 1 at
10:00 A.M.

Senior Bailey Eschle holds up the regional championship trophy in the midst of her teammates at the
conclusion of the awards ceremony at Texas A&M Commerce on Feb. 22, 2014. Photo by Matt Garnett

Eagles Fall to Wilmer Hutchins in Area
Harris Ulman | Reporter

The road to the playoffs for the
boy’s basketball team was grueling work. Building up to the game
against Wilmer Hutchins, the work
the team put into this season brought
them closer together as a whole.
“Everyone had to step up and have
different roles this year,” Chalk said.
Senior Reed Davis believes the
time the team spends together off the
court also contributed to the team’s
cohesiveness.
“The team is always going out to
eat with each other after games, after
practice, everyone’s involved this
year,” senior Jared Cole said. “We are
all really close from the seniors to the

juniors and even with J.C. coming over
late.”
Senior Jared Cole thought the
season went well as a whole.
“A lot more has been required of
each person,” he said, “but I think it’s
been successful. We’ve had a good record and we have beaten good teams.”
The playoff games mattered even
more than usual for several members
of the team, seniors Jared Cole, Reed
Davis, Chase Kammerer, Shayne Priddy, and Colton Wilkes. Each of them
didn’t want to think about stepping off
the court for the last time.
But eventually that had to happent. The team’s career was cut short
at the area championships against the

Wilmer Hutchins Eagles, with a
loss of 37-40.
The boys fought hard to the
very end, throwing up numerous three-pointers in the second
half to keep up with Wilmer
Hutchins. The game began
roughly, but the team quickly
gained their momentum and
showed their opponents the true
fight contained in the spirit of
Argyle basketball.
Despite the season’s conclusion, the team is proud of the
season. Juniors Joseph Clayton
and Jon Davis return as next
year as the future for Argyle boys
Chase Kammerer shoots a jumper during the playoff game
basketball.

against Wilmer Hutchins on Feb. 21. Photo by Sydney Austin
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Jason Cate Leads Team as New Head Tennis Coach
Sydney Austin | Reporter
Starting halfway through the year
as a head coach seems like a difficult
task for most. However, the newly
directed tennis coach, Jason Cate has
made the transition seem impressively
effortless. After meeting Cate for the
first time, players knew that he would
fit right into the tennis program and,
most importantly, bring a change that
was lacking in the program previously.
“Fortunately for me, Coach Rodgers and the rest of the staff have been
very supportive in my transition here
as head tennis coach,” Cate said. “I was
given an opportunity to get a handle
on the program, to make sure things
were lined out for the season and
ready to go for the kids.”
After only a short time working
with Cate, players have already noted
his ability to conduct successful practices and to have a personable quality of connecting and working with
students.
“He seems like he knows how to
connect with the students. He asks
us how our day has been and really
seems like he is trying to get to know
us. He also seems to be very organized

and on top of things. He has already
gotten things done that have taken
previous coaches all year to do,” senior
Nicole Zielinski said. “He seemed to
know exactly what he was expecting
from the players and he knew exactly
how he was going to go about getting
us there.”
Implementing a strong program
is something that has to be modeled from the start, and Cate began
by letting parents and players know
what was expected for the coming
years at the tennis team parent meeting Jan. 30. As a former tennis player
at Hardin-Simmons University and
assistant coach at Flower Mound High
School, Cate’s notable background in
tennis impressed parents along with
his hope to build the tennis program
and his planned actions to better this
year’s team.
“My first impression of Coach
Cate is that he seemed very experienced, and he also sounded very enthusiastic of being able to coach tennis
at Argyle,” parent Mary Stein said.
Not only has Cate presented a
clear goal for the tennis program and

Coach Cate hits balls to players during a practice drill on Feb. 24. Photo by Sydney Austin

set standards for practices and matches, he has made a personable impression on players.
“During my match he told me and
my partner, Evan Welsh, that we were
playing well and to keep up the hard
work,” Zielinski said regarding the
Jan. 31 match at Boswell. “It was great
to hear encouraging words from him
during our first match with him as our

coach.”
After a rough start for the tennis team, it seems as if Cate is highly
capable of leading the team into the
spring season. With several matches
scheduled for the spring season, Cate
and the tennis team are searching for
success at matches this year and the
future for the tennis program.

Te n n i s Te a m S t a r t s S p r i n g S e a s o n S t r o n g
Sydney Austin | Reporter

Evan Welsh returns a volley during the the Boswell
dual match. Photo by Maddie Moseley

With the spring season underway, the tennis team has had to make
several adjustments. After welcoming
in new Head Coach, Jason Cate, the
team seems to be taking the transition
smoothly and is beginning the year
with a positive outlook. Even with
such drastic changes, the results of this
season and the future of the Argyle
Tennis program look favorable for the
team and Cate.
“With the limited time I have seen
our kids play and from what I have
read in previous articles and with what
I have heard from the tennis community I don’t think that making it to
State is all that far fetched,” Cate said.
“I am excited to see how far a group of
my seniors might make it this spring.”
Already with the season only recently starting, a few players have had

success, including seniors Jack Vickery and Margaret Stein, who hold an
impressive winning record for the current season as mixed doubles partners.
“I would say our stand-out players
are Jack Vickery and Margaret Stein,”
Cate said. “They have an excellent
shot playing mixed doubles together. I
know that Jack has some history making it to the state tournament. I’m hoping that with some of that experience
and a few things going our way that
Jack and Margaret can make another
run at the state tournament this April.
Being new to the District and not having a chance to see who they played in
the fall, I am curious to see what other
teams in our region have to offer.”
The future for the tennis team’s
season looks like it will be ending on a
positive note. With the season already

off to a great start, the tennis team’s
goal of state looks reachable for the
team and with Cate’s positive attitude,
they seem to be embracing change and
moving towards a great future. With
all of the changes, the team remains
positive and chooses to work towards
improvement, and that is how they
measure their success.
“I expect my athletes to compete
and try hard everyday,” Cate said. “I
expect them to give everything they
have to get better each day.”
Argyle varsity tennis will compete
at Lovejoy High School Mar. 4 and at
Lewisville High School Mar. 19. These
dual matches will take place after
school, so make sure to come out and
support the tennis team!
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Lady Eagles Start Strong with Balance, Chemistry
Aubrey Kass | Senior Editor
The Lady Eagles soccer team currently boasts a record of 14 wins, 6
losses, and 2 ties to start their season.
Even though the Lady Eagles have to
compete in a 4A district this year, their
record shares the fact that they have
the drive and capability to compete.
The UIL allignments for next year has
the team placed within a 3A district.
“The team is more balanced and
team chemistry is a lot better this
year,” senior captain Hannah Neece
said.
The team’s balance comes from
a strong slate of returning players.
Laine Lowry and Allyson Book support the defense in the backfield along
with Lindsey Eckert in middle and
returning senior goalkeeper Madeline
Caldwell.
“We have a lot of talent this year,
and we are moving the ball a lot bet-

ter,” Neece said.
The team was at a partial loss for a
short amount of time this season without Taylor Erwin due to an injury. But
Madison Lee and Taylor Erwin have
returned and are ready to play.
“Madison has been hurt for the
past 2 years,” Neece said. “But she’s a
big help.”
The individual talent is only one
component of the team’s continual
success.
“Each year we’ve gotten stronger,
more aggressive and have better skill,”
senior captain Laine Lowry said. “You
can actually see the team’s chemistry
on the field.”
With a talented roster and Coach
Goodpaster’s direction, the team has
the goal of making the playoffs for the
first time in school history.
“We just have to play the best we
possibly can and leave everything on
the field every game,” Lowry said.

Senior Lindsey Eckert kicks the ball away from Aledo players and towards the Lady Eagles goal. Photo by
Matt Garnett

Boys Undefeated in Preseason, Stepping up Strong
Aubrey Kass | Senior Editor

Senior Ben Irons advances past a Wichita Falls
player to get the ball. Photo by Matt Garnett

The boys soccer team entered district play undefeated for the first time
in school history. Undaunted by a
loss in their first district game against
Birdville, the team continues on to
their playoff goals. With a current
record of 13 wins, 3 loss, and 2 ties, the
team remains undefeated against 3A
opponents.

“This season we look better than
last season,” senior Ben Irons said. “I
am expecting us to make playoffs.”
In spite of a difficult district competing against 4A teams, the Eagles
have a strong outlook on playoffs.
“We have more team chemistry
than we had last year and we are hoping for a good run in the playoffs,”
senior Brian Williams said.
Coach Lundy is impressed with
the leadership of captains Irons and
Williams, in addition to a very talented overall roster.
“Ben and Wade Barton can play
anywhere on the field,” Lundy said.
“And they do a good job of stepping in
where I need them.”
Ben along with all the other
seniors realize this might be their last
opportunity to play and they want to
make the most out of it.
“We talk more and play with more
confidence,” Williams said. “We are
having success on offense and defense.”
Lundy adds that Williams has
scored 17 goals in the Eagles’ past 15
games, demonstrating the team’s offensive ability.
“I haven’t really changed anything

Senior Brian Williams attemps a goal against Decatur. Photo by Aubrey Kass

about my game, the team is just finding me open and making great plays,”
Williams said.
Lundy stated that this year there is
a good offensive and defensive balance
to the team.
“Goalkeeper Ricky Pool has done
a good job of keeping us in some

games,” Lundy said. “Close games
early on in the season.”
One key difference between this
year’s season and last year’s season is
that the Eagles have more drive.
“The ability to not give up when
they get behind,” Lundy said. “They
never quit.”
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January Character Counts - Integrity

Ronnie Peevey

Hunter Stewart

Lucas Van Alstine

“It does not matter to him who or what. He is
always happy to help, always goes farther than
asked, and never does anything halfway.”

“He didn’t want the answers to math problems
even when someone tried to help him. He asked
for the pathway to solve it instead.”

“One of the most honest and polite students. He
does his own work even if he doesn’t finish. He
speaks from the heart.”

Justin Nathan

Jake Brown

Emily Fullingim

“He mentioned that someone had said a deragatory remark and chose to ignore it. His language
and behavior are appropriate.”

“He goes out of his way to help classmates put
away their calculators at the end of class. He is so
very polite and thoughtful of not only his teacher,
but his peers, as well.”

“Emily is kind to other students and respectful
of her teachers. She always goes beyond what is
asked of her. “

Cameron Simmons

Kelsey Landrum

Austin Anderson

“Always very positive, puts others before him, and
is always respectful. I have never heard Cameron
say anything negative about anyone.”

“Her work ethic and dedication to making AHS
a better place is apparent. She helps with all the
community service things CDC does.”

“He is extremely honest as well as hardworking.
Not once have I witnessed him getting caught up
in rumor spreading.”
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Destinations Spring Break 2014

Map credit to STUDIO7DESIGNS

...Where have you been? Where will you go?
Brett McMartin | Reporter

“Trinidad, Tabago for a mission
trip. I’ve been waiting for this trip for a
year and a half.” -Kyle Kelsey
“San Marcos to go shopping and
play softball with my team.” -Kennedy
Cullum.
“California to see my family. I
haven’t seen them in a while.” -Julio
Gonzalez
“Colorado, to go skiing. I am exci-

ited because it’s fun.” -Brooks Gibson
“I am going to Haiti to help others.” -JC Chalk
“No where. I play baseball.” -Tyler
Gibson
“England to see my brother. I am
excited because I haven’t seen him
since Christmas.” -Zach McKeller
“Baton Rouge, Lousiana. I’m most
excited to visit family and friends.” Matthew Clayton

“Gulf Shores, Alabama. I’m excited
for the beach, because I am sick of the
cold weather.” - Madeline Caldwell
“United Nations and UNICEF
headquarters over spring break.“ Kelsey Landrum
“Arkansas for a weekend.” - Jessica
Lindeman-Shook
“New Mexico, Colorado, Flordia,
Tennessee.” - Heather Atkinson
“California, Nevada, Iowa, Alaska,

and Canada.” -Pratyush Josh
“New Hampshire and Canada.
Seeing another country was really
exciting!” - Caroline Dallas
“Puerto Morelos, Mexico.” - Tanner Boyzuick
“Angel Fire, New Mexico, Tampa,
Florida, and the Bahamas. That was all
during January!” -Madison Lukov
“Tulum, Mexico.” -Kendall
McLeod

WHAT IS YOUR ST. PATRICK’S DAY LUCKY CHARM?
Madison Hardy | Reporter

My Good
Luck
Charm
“My necklace.”
-Tyler Gibson
“My left
ear.”
-Victoria
Filoso

“My ring,
I never go
anywhere
without it.”Sarah Fabian
“I’m my own
good luck
charm.”

-Jeffrey Short
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City of Argyle Approves Brookshire’s Grocery Store
Maddie Moseley | Senior Editor
Argyle has always been considered
a quaint town that has never had much
commercial real estate attention other
than a few restaurants and little stores.
However, that is all about to change.
Argyle is now getting a Brookshire’s
grocery store, located behind Hilltop
Elementary.
“I’ve been town manager for fourteenth months now,” Charles West,
Argyle Town Manager, said. “And all
I have heard from the start is that Argyle needs a grocery store, and Brookshire’s was interested.”
Getting a grocery store

should do a lot of things for the town
of Argyle, one being the boost in the
community’s economy.
“Brookshire’s will be a great economic generator for the community,”
West said. Instead of having to spend
money in the surrounding areas,
Brookshire’s will provide the citizens
of Argyle an opportunity to spend
their dollars in their own town.”
Though there are positives to the
building of the new grocery store,
there has been some controversy with
the fact that Brookshire’s will be selling alcohol so close to the elementary

school. However, the city council
wants to make sure that everything
that occurs in Argyle is in the community’s best interest.
“We’re taking all of these concerns
into account,” West said. “This is all
part of the site plan, we still have a
long ways to go.”
The plan should be executed in
about a year. However, they are making a lot of process. Brookshire’s just
got their entitlements, stating that they

can build a store in that specific location.
In addition, there has been some
controversy with the concern that Argyle is becoming too commercial, and
that it is no longer the small, country
town it used to be.
“It’s change,” West said. “But I’ve
seen this occur in other communities
as well. Our job, as the city council, is
to look at both sides and make sure
that everyone’s rights are protected.
Can we make everyone happy? No, we
cannot. We just need to do what is best
for the town.”

Photo courtesy of Argyle City Council

Seven Eagles Recieve Their Eagle Scout Award
Maddie Moseley | Senior Editor
The Boy Scouts of America is an
organization that prides itself in giving
back to their community and symbolizing the ideal American citizen.
The boys usually start out in scouts
between the ages of 5 and 8 and then
finish anywhere between 14 and 18.
Among the highest honors of the boy
scouts is to become an Eagle Scout.
To obtain this recognition, the scouts
have to go through years of hard work,
dedication, and commitment to their
family, community, and country. At
Argyle high school, there are seven
Eagle Scouts: Matthew Hayden (12),
Ty Crawford (12), Nikki Filhart (12),
Matthew Goodpastor (12), Evan Peak
(9), Andrew Heine (9), and Reeves
Moseley (9). In order to receive the
honor, the scouts have to complete a
final ‘Eagle Scout Project’ that in some
way benefits their community.
Freshman Reeves Moseley, designed a prayer garden at the Argyle
United Methodist church in honor of
his friend, Alex Betzhold, who passed
in January 2012.

“I wanted to do something that
benefited my church but also something that the Betzholds, my community, and I could remember Alex with,”
Moseley said.
Senior Matthew Hayden, dedicated his project to something that
was important to the school and the
community.
“For my final project, I renovated the local Argyle archery arena,”
Hayden said. “I repainted the walls,
built a cart to transport supplies, and
built cabinets to store things in.”
For senior Ty Crawford’s final
project, he built an outdoor covered
shelter for his church.
“I had to plan it, draw blueprints,
send letters for money, buy all of the
supplies, and much more,” Crawford
said. “It was a lot of hard work.”
Throughout their years as scouts,
the boys had to complete many difficult tasks and had to accomplish them
in order to obtain their recognition as
Eagle Scouts, but it has all been worth
it.
“I absolutely think all of the work

and dedication it took to get the Eagle
Scout was worth it,” Hayden said. “It
comes with a lot of benefits.”
Hayden is not alone in his belief
that becoming an Eagle Scout is worth
all he had to do.
“Being an Eagle Scout has put me
on another level than everyone else,”

Crawford said. “It definitely stands out
on my resume during job interviews,
college applications, and scholarships.”
Receiving the title of Eagle Scout
is a huge honor and privilege, and
these seven Argyle Eagles have accomplished so much in doing so.

Eagle Scouts pose for photo. Top: Evan Peak, Andrew Heine, Matthew Hayden Bottom: Brandon Allison
(Liberty Christian), Matthew Goodpastor, Reeves Moseley Not Pictured: Ty Crawford, Nikki Filhart
Photo by Dana Ratcliff

Argyle, Texas 76226
Office (940) 464-6664 • Fax (940) 464-4535
www.susanrandalldds.com
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Winter Olympics 2014
R ussi a Ta llies $51 B i llion
for Opening Ceremony

Evan Welsh | Senior Editor
With 2014 still new, the
year brings the 22nd Winter
Olympics held in Sochi,
Russia. This year’s Olympics
have proven to be one of
the biggest yet, beating
out all the previous years
in terms of cost as well as
countries participating.
The 2014 Olympics have
ended up costing Russia
over $51 billion for the
ceremony as well as the
venues used for the event.
This is the largest amount
of money ever spent in
the history of the Olympic
Games and is almost onehundred times more than
the previous Games in
Vancouver, Canada which
cost approximately $600
million for the 2010 Winter
Olympics.
This year’s Winter
Olympics included
twelve new events that
previous games did not
have, including women’s
ski jumping, the Biathlon
mixed relay, team figure
skating, and luge team relay.
Because of these events
being added, it has brought
with it the largest amount
of participating countries

in Olympic history with
88 countries competing.
Though many of the
athletes who attended the
games knew they wouldn’t
win a medal, most said
it was an honor just to
compete in the games.
Of the thousands of
medals awarded to athletes,
those given on Feb. 15
were especially significant.
That day marked the one
year anniversary of the
day that the 1,250 pound
meteor struck the city
of Chelyabinsk, Russia,
injuring over 12,000 people.
Ten gold medals were
given this day embedded
with fragments of the
meteor that hit Russia to
commemorate the tragic
event.
The games are not
only exciting for those
competing in them; they
are extremely exciting for
those of us watching from
home.
“I love the games,”
senior Margaret Stein said,
“I feel so proud of our
country when watching
our athletes compete for
medals as well as for our
nation.”
This is often how many

viewers feel when watching
the games. They bring out
patriotism and pride for
our nation as we battle
our way to gold against
the other 87 countries
competing beside us.
“I enjoy the opening
ceremonies the most, but I
usually enjoy watching all
of the events,” Stein said.
As usual, the U.S.
Olympic team keeps its
medal count in the top
five countries. Winning
gold medals in men’s and
women’s slope style as well
as women’s half pipe in
the snowboarding events.
Also, Ice Dancers Charlie
White and Meryl Davis
set the world record on
Feb. 16. With all the good
performances from the
U.S., there have also been
some disappointments
this year, including Shaun
White getting fourth place
in snowboarding.
With the games coming to a close, Olympic fans
have their sights set on
the 2016 games in Rio de
Janero, Brazil.
Olympic Rings. Original image
from International Olympic
Commity press release on Flickr
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
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BASKETBALL 3 ON 3 TOURNAMENTS

FAMILY BIKE RALLY

COME OUT AND
SUPPORT A GREAT
CAUSE!!

LIVE MUSIC
CARNIVAL FOR THE KIDS
FREE
Heart
Screenings
CRAFT VENDORS

Blood Drive
Silent Auction
Featuring: The Ticket’s George Dunham and his band

FOOD

For information about the event please
E-mail Parrington@argyleisd.com
To sign up for the 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament please
E-mail jesses23@verizon.net
For information on donating to the silent auction please
E-mail lisawhite93@gmail.com
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Kate Weaver steps up to the plate during a game against Decatur at the Argyle
High School Tournament on Feb. 14. Photo by Ty Crawford
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Coach Oberle high fives Adilen Gonzalez during a game against Decatur at the Argyle High School Tournament on Feb. 14. Photo by
Ty Crawford

Spencer Cullen runs the bases during a game against Burleson Centennial on Feb. 22. Photo by Ty Crawford

The Eagles huddle around Coach Griffin after being defeated by Vista Ridge 4 to
1 on Feb. 20. Photo by Ty Crawford
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Coach Rodgers accepts the team of the year award from James
Wood Chevrolet. Photo by Matt Garnett

Coach Rodgers thanks Dr. Cantrell for his dedication to AHS athletics.
Photo by Matt Garnett

Coach Rodgers accepts the MaxPreps / National Gaurd ‘Tour of
Champions Trophy.’ Photo by Matt Garnett

Coach Rodgers shows the audience Cole Hedlund’s Razorback apparel during signing day. Photo by Matt Garnett

Coach Rodgers poses with his football team captains as he accepts the James Wood Chevrolet team of the year trophy. (Right to left: Ian Sadler,
James Wood Chevrolet Marketing Director Susan Miller, Todd Rodgers, Micah Capra, Cole Hedlund) Photo by Matt Garnett

Seniors participate in a mock signing on national signing day after sending in their letters of intent. (Right to left: Seth Fountain, Reese Thompson, Micah Capra, Sam Sizelove, Cole Hedlund, Connor Wilson, Ian Sadler,
Colton Hinnrichs. Photo by Matt Garnett

