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School Security
The Parkland, Florida school shooting is a tragedy that appears to have been a tipping point
for America. Other shootings have left their indelible mark but, somehow, this one seems
different. As a school district, we are analyzing our security plans and procedures and
revamping them as needed. In Bordentown we are very fortunate to have an active and
involved School Resource Officer and a District Safety Specialist who are both very dedicated
to this cause. The two of them are already working with our five schools to make them safer
for our children and our staff. Over the next several days, weeks, and months you may notice
certain procedures that are different and, frankly, less convenient for you as a parent. You
may need to bear with some of the inconvenience as we make our schools even safer. I am
sure you will agree that making our schools safe must be the number one priority.

Reconfiguration
The committee of administrators that have been working with me on the reconfiguration have
made a determination on neighborhood boundaries. I will be unveiling the plan at our Board
meeting on Wednesday, March 7, 2018. Although some who are changing schools may not be
initially pleased, I think most will find that the plan makes sense, that it fixes the issues we
were trying to improve, and it will reduce some of the time that students are on busses. Since
not everyone is able to attend the Board meeting, I will put a narrated version of the proposal
on our homepage by next Friday.
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Family Math Night – Game On!
Last month the Bordentown Regional School District hosted a
Family Math Night for students and families in kindergarten
through fifth-grade. During the evening, children and their
families participated in games led by grade-level instructors. Our
instructors included Ms. Monaghan, Ms. Maxwell, and Ms.
Mazza from Peter Muschal; Ms. Farina and Ms. Shipman from
Clara Barton; and Ms. McCall and Ms. Enrico from MacFarland.
All of our teachers were instrumental in planning and facilitating a
fun, engaging and family centered evening for everyone who was
able to attend. Families learned how to play some of the grade
level games that are used as part of the Everyday Math program.
Families also got a peek at the online digital resources that are
available as part of the elementary math program. Door prizes
and refreshments rounded out the evening’s events. All families
took home materials to help them continue to play the games
they learned at home. Feedback from the families who have
attended has been positive and many said they would come out
again for a night like this!

Next Up – Science Night!
Please keep an eye out for our next Family Learning Night
scheduled for Wednesday, April 18, 2018. Our focus at this
family night will be the Full Option Science System (FOSS). This
is our new science program currently being implemented by our
K-5 teachers. We hope you will come out to learn a little more
about our elementary science instruction and experience some
of the hands on inquiries utilized in the classroom.
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Community District Alliance
Ms. Jodie Glenn, Director
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Our Summer Camp Brochure Is Ready!
Check out our website (CDA is located on our district site under COMMUNITY)

Summer Camp offers a variety of programs that will satisfy the visual and performing artist, the athlete, the adventurer, the
leader to be and the technology enthusiast. CDA programs are designed specific to grade, reasonably priced and offer the
convenience that parents need. It is the perfect combination of certified staff that are invested in your children, safe
indoor/outdoor facilities and programs that infuse skills to help strengthen our students in today’s world.
Our 4 week camp operates from 7am-3pm and will progress through
weekly themes: Superheroes, Around the World and Be the Change.
Classes include art, music, science, gym, playground games, and a
new component International Camp. Special events and trips are
planned throughout the camp including Carnival Day, Sports Day,
visits from our local police departments, a storyteller, Squirt Tag with
FireballThe
Mountain,
movies,
miniature
golf and roller-skating.
students
and staff
at Bordentown
Regional High School had a busy November and are going
to have an even more eventful December. Students, teachers and even our Bordentown
We areTownship
excited to expand
our camp to new
programs such
as achampionship
SAT Prep for high
school
students
that have busy
Police Department
all competed
for the
at the
BRHS
Volleyball
schedules during the school year. IgnitethYour Spark! presented by Camp Fire NJ, Track Camp, Kids Dig STEM and Coach
Tournament on November 8 . After almost being knocked out of the tournament, our
Zablow’s full day Sports and Games Camp. We are also collaborating with Cream Ridge Golf Course to offer a week long
teachers came out on top beating students and our police department for the title! Thank you
Golf Camp.
to all of the teachers, students and BTPD members that participated.
Of course,
mostchild’s
popular
programsfor
areParent/Teacher
back and better than ever.
Parents had an opporutnity to meet with
each ofour
their
teacehers
CDA’s Jr. Musical Summer Production is Mary Poppins Junior and our
conferneces on November 16th. Thank you to the parents who were able to attend and if you
Summer Stock Musical Theater Production will be The Addams
weren’t able, please feel free to email teachers or staff with any questions.
Family. Dr. Fisher and her team of instructors provide Red Cross
Swim Lessons
as sheprogram
has for over
50 years.
The legendary
Finally, to wrap up November, our Bordentown
is On–Point
collected
canned
goods retired
PMES
Kindergarten Thank
teacher,you
Ms.toPesce,
continues students
to lead the
and food to help families in need celbrate
Thanksgiving.
our generous
extremely popular Kindergarten Ready Program. We also offer a ton
for helping those in need.
of weeklong specialty camp options.

We look forward to answering questions, discussing program options & being of assistance in any way.

School Business Administrator/Board Secretary
Mr. Eloi Richardson, CPA
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School Budget Basics 101
Have you ever wondered how your school district operates financially? For example: Who is involved in the budget
process? How does the process work? Where do we get the money needed to run the district? Where do we spent this
money?
While there are many players and parts to a district’s financial operations,
there is one element that is designed to hold it all together. That element is
the annual budget. For this article, we’ll take the first two questions of who
is involved and how does the process work. We will look at other aspects of
the annual budget in later issues.
It is important to understand that New Jersey School Districts are mandated to develop annual budgets; therefore we
really don’t have a choice in the matter. However, even if we were not mandated, it would still be prudent to prepare a
budget. I know for many, the word “budget” sends chills and trepidation, but just think of a budget as a summary of your
plans and goals quantified in numbers. I hope that sounds a little less painful.
1. Now, let’s take a look at some of the key players in developing your budget.
Actually, the number of players is more extensive than you might imagine, but here are some of the more important
ones and their roles:
 Governor and Legislature—Together, they are the primary (but not the only) governmental entities involved in
our budget process. One of their most critical roles with respect to our annual budget is in determining how much
money (called State Aid) schools will receive. Of course, this Aid comes with “guidelines”, so—there is “no free
lunch”. This “no free lunch” concept is even more in play for the smaller amount of grant aid we receive from the
Federal government. Here, they specifically identify the “allowable” uses of such grants.
 Elected Board—The Board represents you in determining, as a group and in consultation with the Superintendent,
how your schools should operate. This would include establishing overall District goals and objectives.
 Superintendent—This position oversees the annual budget process as part of general supervision of the District’s
daily instructional and operational activities.
 Business Office—Its staff has the unenviable task of packaging everyone’s goals; wishes; and desires into a
comprehensive document for additional review; analysis; approval; and final action.
 District Administrators and Staff—Provide input and details to help develop the budget for their respective areas
of operations.
 Citizens—there is a state-mandated limit on the amount a school budget can grow from year to year; requested
growth outside such limits would require a public vote. And yes, you have the most critical role of helping to
fund your schools’ annual budget through taxes.
2. How does the process work?
 In concept, the next year’s budget process starts as soon as the current year’s one is completed. That is to say, the
current budget is continually reviewed to determine how responsive it is to the underlying goals and objectives on
which it was developed, as well as to changing circumstances, all to help guide the following year’s budget
process.
 Sometime in early Fall, actual work begins on the next year’s budget, with broad timeline and milestone dates
established and shared with all Board and District staff involved in the budget process.
 Key milestones in this process include: (a) Goals/priority setting; (b) staff submissions of their budget requests;
(c) follow-up meetings with staff to review such requests; (d) balancing everyone’s wishes and desires to
expected revenues; (e) Board and public meetings to review the budget as it develops; (f) final approval by the
State; (g) submission of tax levy information to our respective municipalities; (h) implementation of the budget;
(i) commencing the process for the following year.
In case you were wondering, we are basically working between steps (d) and (e) at this time.
So, we have generally covered the players and the process in developing our annual budget.
In future issues we will take a look at some more specific areas of our upcoming budget for
Fiscal Year 2018-19.

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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Bordentown Regional High School
Bordentown Regional High School Annual Blood Drive
The school goal is 80 units this year!! In achieving this goal, we will have the potential to save up to 240 lives!!!! Every 2
seconds someone needs a blood transfusion, so your donation to this great cause will go a long way!!!

Semester 2 Back to School Night
Our 2nd Semester Back to School Night was held on February 8, 2018. This was an opportunity for parents to come meet
their child’s Semester 2 teachers and again tour our building. Thank you to the parents and guardians that came out that
evening and helped make that night a success.

Bordentown Regional High School’s Empty Bowls Project
I am proud to announce that the BRHS Art Club will be hosting our 5th Empty Bowls All You Can Eat Soup Dinner and
Art Auction!

About Empty Bowls
This philanthropic project is a worldwide concept where artisans create ceramic bowls and host a dinner where patrons
come and enjoy a soup dinner served in their new bowl. You then get to leave with a dishwasher safe bowl handcrafted by
the Art Club as a reminder that there are people in the world with empty bowls and to walk through life with a grateful,
charitable heart. All Empty Bowls proceeds will benefit a donation to TASK and the St. Mary’s Food Pantry. All Art Auction
proceeds fund the BRHS Art Club Artistic Excellence Art Award. Thank you for your support!

Student Spotlight
Congratulations to Chelsea Romulus who was our ELKS Student of the Month for January. Also, Congratulations to
following students that were selected as the BRHS students of the month:
Freshman: Kaelyn Buenano
Sophomore: Greg Poole
Junior: Anissa Richard
Senior: Ptah Edu
Also, we would like to congratulate 9th grader, Rayna Smith for being an honoree recipient for the President’s Volunteer
Service Award. This award recognizes Americans of all ages who have volunteered significant amounts of their time to
serve their communities. Congratulations Rayna!

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES FROM FEBRUARY

G.I.R.L.S.
G uiding and
supporting
I nteresting
discussions
R ealizing our
worth
L earning from
each other
S triving to be
our best

On the evening of February 9, the BRMS G.I.R.L.S. group held their first girls-only leadership workshop and
it was a success! Mrs. Borek and current 8th grade students, Summer Roberts, Mahek Awasarmol, and Gina
Dauber created the original group last year. However, this year, the group expanded the idea for evening
workshops was inspired by the program Future Lady Leader in Mount Laurel.
A total of 57 girls from grades 6-8 attended the event and the room was buzzing with excitement. After
defining what a leader is and describing the qualities of a good leader, the idea of being an everyday leader
was discussed. Following this discussion, the focus was on the importance of building confidence. Not only is
confidence an essential component of leadership, it is also something that many middle school girls struggle
with on a daily basis. Each of the girls had the opportunity to create an I Am project, which required them to
identify their positive characteristics and create symbols or images to illustrate aspects of their lives that
made them feel strong and powerful. The energy in the room was incredible! The group will hold monthly
workshops, each focusing on developing a different leadership skill. Ultimately, the goal is to both inspire and
empower the girls, while creating a network of support.
Leader: Jessica Borek
Teacher volunteers: Susan Gerike, Patty Ridolfi, Lisa Hudik, Gilina Jokic, Taylor Gilbert

January Students of the Month:
Clockwise from Left to Right:
Cameron Williams 6th
Keira Chung 7th
Logan Mortello Elks
Logan Hill 8th

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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MacFarland Intermediate School News
Congratulations to our 4th grade Talent Show participates. MacFarland students bravely took to the stage and
performed their talents. We had thirty-three acts that included dancers, singers, rappers, comedian, musicians and
magicians. We are looking forward to our fifth Grade Talent Show on February 22nd. Thank you to the PTO for
organizing a fun night for our talented students.

February is Black History Month. Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements by African Americans
and a time for recognizing the central role of blacks in U.S. history. MIS continues to celebrate the character traits of
many black Americans that showed compassion, perseverance, empathy, honesty, respect, acceptance and teamwork
that changed the world. We began our month with a pep rally that highlighted those traits, which align with our
character education program. Throughout the month, classes have learned and celebrated those achievements.

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”
—Frederick Douglass

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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Clara Barton has gone to the (husky) dogs so it’s time to celebrate the
Year of the Dog. Gung Hay Fat Choy!
On Friday January 26, both Clara Barton and MacFarland were treated to a fascinating presentation by mushers Douglas
and Bryan Heitz about their adventures and hobby of dogsledding. Mr. Mitchell, whose class closely follows the Yukon Quest
and the Iditarod, arranged for an assembly where we were able to meet some of their Siberian huskies. Students were
excited to meet the huskies and it was great to watch them pull a bike through the gym.

Gung Hay Fat Choy! Happy Chinese New Year! Happy Lunar New Year! It’s the Year of the Dog – and since we had our
husky assembly and we love our mascot, the bulldog, we at Clara Barton are ready to have fun this Lunar New Year. We
were fortunate to have a presentation from the Green Dragon Kung Fu School in celebration of the Chinese New Year. Can
you spot the current and former Clara Barton teachers pictured below?

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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PMES FEBRUARY NEWS
Students at Peter Muschal Elementary School made Valentine cards to show love and support for patients and families
staying at the Ronald McDonald House in Camden. Ronald McDonald House is a place that keeps families with sick
children together and near the care and resources they need. The Peter Muschal students gained insight into the needs
of others and the value of supporting them.

CAPTION: Mrs. Bacovin’s third
grade class and Mrs. Oliver’s
kindergarten class work together
to create Valentines that will be
displayed throughout the Ronald
McDonald House.

Candy for the Troops
Students at Peter Muschal, Clara Barton and
MacFarland schools donated over 400 pounds of their
own Halloween candy to be sent in care packages to
troops serving at home and overseas. The candy was
collected through the first weeks of November,
packaged and shipped to Operation Shoebox, an
organization which takes the candy and other items
and places them into care packages. The care
packages are then sent to American soldiers serving
all around the world. An important lesson learned by
our students was that it takes funding, a coordinated
effort, and a fair amount of time to ship 400lbs. of
candy all over the world. We are pleased to report that
the sweet treats have reached their final destination!
Special thanks to The USPS Store, Mimosa Goods,
The Old Book Shop, The Huber-Moore Funeral Home
and the Holman Auto Group, our community sponsors
for their donations which enabled us to ship the candy.

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
February 7 – Board of Education Meeting
February 19 – President’s Day – SCHOOL CLOSED
February 21 – Board of Education Meeting

Next Month
March 7 – Board of Education Meeting
March 21 – Board of Education Meeting
March 30-April 6 – Spring Break – SCHOOL CLOSED

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and
become more, you are a leader.”
John Quincy Adams

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

