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The Board of Education began 2017 by holding their annual reorganization meeting on January
4th. Business Administrator Eloi Richardson swore in two of the three successful candidates at
the beginning of the meeting. Stephen Heberling was welcomed back for a second term and
Sylvia Scozzari was sworn in for her first term. Long-time board member Kimberly Zablow
resigned from her position at the end of her last term so the first piece of business, for the
remaining members, was to select a replacement to serve out the first year of her three year
term.
Four township residents vied for the seat and participated in a public interview process before
the Board quickly discussed their responses in closed session. Ultimately, Howard Barman was
selected by the board and then sworn in by Mr. Richardson. Before carrying out the regular
business of the Board, William Mercantini was elected board president and Joshua Fausti was
elected vice president of the Board. Both board members reside in the city.
As the end of January approached, the district received the results of their water testing. All
school districts in New Jersey are being required to complete water testing this year to look for
the presence of lead. The Bordentown Regional School District was one of the earlier school
districts to complete the first round of testing. All sinks and water fountains that could be used
for drinking were tested and, although most registered in the allowable range, each school had
instances above the allowable number. By the next day, all of the fountains and sinks that
registered high were decommissioned pending further testing. The district has already
contacted the testing agency and is in the process of scheduling the next round. Ultimately, the
sources of lead will need to be detected and then the district needs to develop a remediation
plan. For a complete copy of the Phase I testing report, as well as information for each of the
five schools, please visit the district homepage at www.bordentown.k12.nj.us.
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Nearly 100 years ago, a psychologist by the name of Elizabeth Hurlock conducted an experiment that
sought to study the impact of different types of feedback on student achievement in mathematics. During
the five-day experiment, Hurlock gave several groups of students the same mathematical problems to
solve each day but treated the children very differently. While all children in the experiment scored the
same on the first day, the manner in which they were treated during class on the following days appeared to have a direct
impact on their achievement. One group of students who were totally ignored by the teacher improved by 5% from the
initial day. A second group of students who were solely criticized by the teacher improved only 19%. The third group,
however, contained students who were praised for their work and effort throughout the experiment. This group improved
their performance by 71% over the same five-day period. This study is but one example that teachers’ words, the
relationships they have with students, and the culture of a school district, matter a great deal in the overall achievement of
students.
On Friday, January 13, as students were beginning a four-day weekend, educators from across the district came together
for a presentation that reinforced this century-old study while offering both personal and professional renewal for the
educators across Bordentown Regional School District. Most of the day was spent with Dave Weber, a nationally-known
speaker and author of the book Sticks and Stones Exposed. Through his dynamic, energetic presentation, Dave inspired
us to continually strive to be “the me I want to be” in all of our relationships, both professional and personal. In doing so,
Dave reconnected district educators with their initial professional dreams and helped us all to truly see the importance of
continuing to establish a positive culture by cultivating the relationships we have with students, community members, and
each other.

Dave Weber emphasizes a point during his recent presentation in BRSD.

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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Bordentown Regional High School
Teens on Fire Continues to Create Sparks!

Teens on Fire is a youth led service-learning program which focuses on positive peer leadership, bullying prevention,
community engagement and peer-to-peer mentoring. This organization is facilitated by Kelly Nitti, Associate Executive
Director of Camp Fire NJ, Nicole Caprioni, Teens on Fire/Sparks Coordinator, Jodie Glenn, School Counselor and Nell
Geiger, Student Assistance Counselor. This diverse group of students serves as mentors to the middle school students
that they call "Sparks". This program is designed to provide positive interactions and role modeling with a focus on
team building, cooperation, effective leadership, problem solving, community engagement, and conflict resolution. This
peer-to-peer mentoring program helps prepare middle school students for a successful transition to high school where
they will have the opportunity to then become part of Teens on Fire. We are so proud of our students and the work they
continue to do each and every day!

Congratulations to our new Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees!
The following BRHS Alumni will be inducted into the Bordentown Regional Athletic Hall of Fame on Saturday, February
4, 2017:
Hilary (Allen) Tucker Class of 2008
Softball
Latoya Taylor
Class of 2006
Basketball
Jonathan Kohler
Class of 2008
Basketball
Rob Novak
Class of 2005
Track
The induction ceremony and dinner reception will be held at the Bordentown Elks Lodge, 11 Amboy Road, Bordentown,
NJ at 3:30 p.m.
Tickets for the dinner are available by contacting an AHOF Committee member or by contacting Tony DiLemme at
609-280-1320. Please reserve your tickets as soon as possible to ensure a successful induction. Tickets are $30.00 per
person.

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES JANUARY 2017

A Peaceful School Community lies in the heart of our academic and co-curricular programs here at BRMS. We feel that education lays
that foundation for our society in school, in our community, and in our world. In some way, children and adults must take action to DO
something to make a DIFFERENCE in order to build a more peaceful world. Here, at our school, PEACE is displayed in the many
interactions we have on a daily basis. Below are some pictures of our students demonstrating some of these interactions.

December Students of the Month:
The following students were selected by their teachers as our Students of the Month for the month of December. Congratulations to
these students. We are proud of them!
Miranda Briel 6th
Merve Tokac 7th
Giovanna Scozzaro ELKS STUDENT of the MONTH-7th
Siyonna Patel 8th
BRMS WINTER DRAMA PRODUCTION:
Come out as see the BRMS Drama Club in The Adventures of Rikki Tikki Tavi! Inspired by the stories from Rudyard Kipling's The
Jungle Book, we meet a storyteller from India. Listen to a story of the jungle and its creatures including cobras, monkeys, wolves, a
crocodile, a camel, an elephant and the wily mongoose, Rikki-Tikki-Tavi! A British family in old India is in jeopardy from marauding
cobras in league with Shere Khan, the arrogant tiger. Only Rikki can save them, and he does so in a surprising way. Kayla Downing
stars as Rikki Tikki Tavi, Emerie Smullen stars as Nagina, Aiden Hart stars as Nag, Dedra Dadzie stars as Shere Khan, Rebecca
Slaight stars as Monkey Potentate, Grace Peterson stars as Darzee and Alison Wall stars as Ikki the porcupine.
January 27th at 7:00
January 28th at 3:00
Adults $5.00
Seniors/Students $3.00
Tickets available at the door

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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MacFarland Intermediate School News
Happy New Year!! We have so many exciting things happening at MIS. As a school we
are kicking off our Pasta for Pennies in support of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
This campaign is the largest voluntary health organization dedicated to funding blood cancer research and
providing education and patient services. They exist to find cures and ensure access to treatment for
blood cancer patients. The class that contributes the most will be treated to a lunch from Olive Garden.
Our students at MIS are learning about paying it forward and being a part of change.

Mindfulness is a hot topic at MIS. In several classrooms the teachers have implemented a few minutes of mindfulness
each day and are seeing great results. Just a few minutes a day can help students focus and relax. Some classrooms
are taking a few minutes to sit and be present, others are using simple stretches to reengage between subject areas.
We can all use a few minutes of mindfulness each day!

Our media specialist, Mr. Hammel, has our students collaborating and creating a design for a kid friendly library.
MacFarland students were tasked with rethinking and redesigning the school library to make it a more warm, inviting
and welcoming space. Their design ideas had to meet only one requirement: their ideas had to be in service of the
concept that reading and studying and information gathering should be and can be a pleasurable activity that takes
place in a space that is comfortable, relaxing and interesting. Out of the box thinking welcomed and encouraged!
WOW, they have amazing ideas.
Looking forward to a fabulous February!!

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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Happy New Year from Clara Barton School!
On behalf of Clara Barton, we would like to congratulate our 2016-2017 Teacher of the Year and
Educational Service Professional of the Year. We are so pleased to have such dedicated, inspiring
and outstanding staff members represent the excellence of CBS for Burlington County. It is an honor
to have them recognized for their exceptional work with our students. Mrs. Grabowski is a third grade
special education teacher and Ms. Guido is a Reading Specialist and is a Basic Skills Teacher. The
staff, students, and parents of Clara Barton are overjoyed to honor these two special staff members.
Please congratulate them when you see them!

Loren Grabowski 2016-2017
Teacher of the Year

Alexandra Guido 2016-2017
Educational Services Professional of the Year

On January 6 we were pleased to have a presentation about Mammals from the Marine Mammal Stranding Center for our
third grade.

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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Kindergarten Readers’ Theater at PMES
Mrs. Monaghan's kindergarten class is busy practicing for their Readers’ Theater performance of
Jan Brett's The Mitten. As children begin to read, teachers work with them to develop the qualities
of a good reader. Two important traits of good readers are fluency and accuracy. Fluent readers are
able to read text at the correct speed and with proper expression. Being able to read words accurately also adds to a
reader’s ability to understand and appreciate what they are reading. Children must be able to read fluently whether they
are reading aloud or silently. When reading aloud, fluent readers read in phrases and add intonation appropriately.
Their reading is smooth and has expression. When reading is smooth and easy, students learn to appreciate and enjoy
it, which is our goal. Readers’ Theater not only helps students with fluency and accuracy but also enables them to
creatively approach text through acting and props. Watch out first grade, there are some pretty talented readers
headed your way!

PMES is Going for the Goal
On Friday, February 17th Peter Muschal Elementary School will be holding its first Go for the Goal event to raise
funds for the cure of pediatric cancer. The mission of the Go for the Goal is to improve the lives of children battling
cancer by providing financial support, developing and implementing unique hospital programs, funding innovative
research, and granting personal wishes. Besides being fun, it teaches the importance of physical activity and
community service. What better way to combine the act of community service with healthy lifestyle choices?!
The event is being organized by the physical education teachers, Kelly Gray and Jason D’Annunzio. The students
will all have the opportunity to visit and interact with various stations in the PMES gym. We’re all looking forward to this
fun filled day!

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
January 4 – Re-Organization Board Meeting
January 13 – Staff In-Service – No school for all students
January 16 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day – SCHOOL CLOSED

Next Month
February 1 – Board of Education Meeting
February 15 – Board of Education Meeting
February 20 – Presidents’ Day – SCHOOL CLOSED

"The time is always right to do what is right.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

